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All you'll ever need to know about
making money with your Amiga art
I~ .
Product reviews _ J_W‘-\TEM‘
Forge - Is this the ultimate ™ ¢ vy

add-on for Imagine? F

Picasso & Pablo - Stunnin

graphics plus easy Mpeg

War paint - Brilliance and 10>

Personal Paint 6 head to head M
77095996307

Dialli“gcﬂdﬂﬁ [Workbnch 2.0 and smes)
How you need never forget those elusive
S5TD codes with this smart little utiiity
AticAtac

The classic ultimate Spectrum game for
use with your ZX Spectrum emulator

acts not fiction - the
9 guide to Amiga gaming

Batch Factory - Easy
automation across the board (
Pyromania - The ultimate
CD-ROM for Amiga animation |9
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.| Bur Topay - Par N 6 MONTHS Buy TopAy Pay In N Ew
This must be the ultimate offer!! Order any Indi 6 MONTHS

advertised products with a total value of over ;
£100, use them for 6 months and then pay today’s * No Deposit * No ':tHEFCIWEB
normal Indi Price, No Interest, No deposit, No * No Strings Attached * Subject to Status

Strings Attached. All you have to do is fill in our
"The level of software compatibiliry CD ROM DR’VE
TR

application form and subject to status the products

will be on there way to you. At the end of the 6

month period you will be asked whether you wish that has been achieved is very impres
to have extended credit from 6 to 60 Months* or sive.... Whatever your CD - ROM needs,
pay for your goods in full and without any charges - the Zappo Drive can handle i1.”
the choice is yours. Initially you will be asked to Amiga Format

choose an extended credit period, however this
can be changed to a different payment period or 6
months interest free payment in full.

INDI DIRECT MAIL

“It is rare to come across a product
that's reasonably priced, does the job
well and has no major faults... More
stunning than a phaser gun in Star

BnReny thee ycva vl ricove the pﬁ i e Trek. A must for A1200 owners”

mpphmllmmmmmmmﬁymmm ] CU Amiga

Anﬂﬁwﬂmﬁmlml _isasglfhmdmm and here's

m:e;grmrgm falisi _amd e "A main contender for best A 1200 A must for A1200 Owners

ol approaching S meﬂ ;g peripheral of the year" Amiga Pro
thern next day nationwide and abways be around when you need us.
Exp Cheque Clearance “This is the product that all A1200 .”

users have been waiting for."
ite your cheque guarantes card number, name and address mmmmmﬁyﬂmmmmml

e cdprny Amiga Shopper
on the back of your cheque and il normally be able to despatch : :
Sour order the day that e receive your ch y ey v MASSIVE DISCOUNTS ON ALL cD32 PCMCA slotand bunches Amiga owners inco the

without a cheque guarantee card number, wil normally dear within a AND CDTY SOFTWARE WHEN world of CD
radrrium 7 working days. YOU BUY A_“IA’!’_F'G'E_E! ROM DRIVE % Double Speed, Multi Session CD ROM
INDI TELESALES Gunshi , North Polar Expedition, Animalsin s Photo CD Compatible % Plays CD + G

Motio,| X | F17, Elite 11, Shak d i . § !
TEL 0543 419999 FAX 0543 418079 Comalats Whrs, Dr Wellman, Liberation, Ryder  music CDs and Graphics CD's % Mix CD and
9am - pm Hundag to Friday "

9.30am - 3.30pm Saturdays Cup Gﬁﬁ;’"?ﬁ:ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ?&‘.ﬁf&‘“ and ir,-;.lgam,ﬂ;;:ﬁ ?\:'j:fri; :; Plays CD32 Software

PHOME FOR FULL LIST
L

maors

Plugs into the PCMCIA Slot of the Amiga 600
81200 the Smart Stor Plus has it's own |2V
supply and is ready to go. Excellent build quality
at an amazing price. 11 Months Warranty

‘ FREE Amiga Challenge Software Pack

* International Sports Challenge * Paradroid 90 |
* Copol Croe Twirs * Indiznapolis 500 I

TAPPO) SBF”

The New Zappo Smart Stor provides games
and data portability never before available to
the Amiga 00 and 1200 owner. Simply slip
into the PCMCIA Slot on your Amiga and you
have access to 20Mb of Smart Storage. Want
to run your Stored Games or Data on a friends
Amiga, no problem, simply unplug the Smart
Stor and yeu have Total Portabilicy.

# Fully configured * Superfast Access

# |2 Months Warranty

%20 Mb #30 Mb

£13999  £16999

*__for jts impressive price tag ond the sheer
convenience of being oble to plug in and go,
Smart Stor deserves to do very well indeed”,

IlﬁHh ----- T £249.99 zshnh ............ £294.99
-------- £274.99 340Mb -----eeeee-n---£344.99

You've seen all the reviews on this popular and
affardable second Amiga drive. "Compatible with
all AmigasQuality 9 out of 10,"Exceptional value

for money. Amiga Computing
" Smart Stor It o penuine godsend”. Amiga Format July 994

£48.99
MICROVITEC munons: EREE

03 4. el | Za T -Shirtor Z c
BLack Keveoaro £39.00 PRo ! N AApews

4 with ev Zappo Product

estemal Stereo Speakers and includes al |22 . £48.99 ery PP r
*power SuppLy  £35.99
*indi recomend the use of an addition-

lecs - this s the monitor that we have all S
CD 32 EXPANSION MODU, al power supply if more than 2

been waiting for.
el T T expansion options are anticipated

External
%ﬁfmch}rmdﬁlinmr:rgdtﬁﬂkgﬁm
wbhnﬂumarm;rimmmﬁr SX-1 Super Bundle

Speakers
Inchuded
At the agreed date you choose whether o 3. | Exc pansion Module
your SX-| i at today's price and with- Black Keyboard

tatcl ey Sorm e
Eranema £299.99
%’;ﬁi ;55@: :;qg:‘; EES%EE achE Zappo Floppy Drive
T i S .
&":%L ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁm ﬁgusfmuﬂuw £254.99 |.;I B 9
£169.99 TEL: 0543 419 999 FAX: 418 079




Panasonic

mm B Hmur

( Chfton 1 Ovion 2

Whilst Stocks Last Whilst S.tncks Last
KX - P2123 SCUECTT KX - P2123

* 1 Colour Ribbons
* 2 Black Ribbons

®* Mouse House

* Colour Ribbon
* Black Ribbhon

* Mouse House
*
® g
™

192 CPS draft, 64 1'.:?'5 L and 32 5L0Q, !
r Print 7 Colour paletts (blue, red, green, yellow, violer, * Mouse Mat

magenta, hlack) !
sI:r ets A4 Paper ¥ Oulet privi Super quiet 43.5-46 dBa sound level (mese mamrix T 300 sheets A4 Paper
""-Crl.-ar'r_':.'?.i! Ward

wise Mat =

printers are typically in excess of 60dBa)
* T Resident Fon D.-grlslmﬂc}-pe:rﬁususlnghpquQCmmer
Prestige, Bold PS Roman, Script and San Sarif foms.
aped Printhead  High performance and high quality outpur. .
vear War Ly for total peace of mind

KX - P4400 & KX - P4401

M KXP4400 Uktre - Comypact LED Poge rinter that fies

wrnslly anywhere. Uit small I‘l:u:lq:rmt {Fchm » 38, Bcrn *® 29:4cm Quiet printing 46.5 dBa standard mode. 41.5
o trays) Ar un-der 6.5 kg this printre travels with you, They also dBa super quiet mode ,
femture energy effident power save.

f‘ﬂ Printer standard Specification WAS

&qges per minute of laser quality output
sheet, multi purpose paper tray

Fast Printing Speeds 192 CP5 draft, 64 CP5 LQ
4 Resident Fonts Courier, Prestige, Bold PS and

Scripe
LA-G fatter, legal and executive 1 Paper Paths Top and Rear
1 Hb ﬁarn expandable to 5 L!b | year Warranty for total peace of mind

’ {SIES PEr toner,

N i T!ir n Site Warmnt}r £449 99
Additional spec for KX - P4400 L

" 28 B|:r'napped fonts * HP Laserjec IIP

KX - P40}

KX - P440| LED Page pﬁnter also available.
Specification as above plus * 8 Scalable, £495
28 bitmapped fonts * HP Laserjet Ill, HP PCL § 99

Panasonic IICCSATEN

| Printar ﬂusr Cover '1( 1 This qhﬂlit:f'

53-::5 ﬁfrmﬁ;ﬂw dust gover for the g TR ; {L‘-;P 9-pin mone det
IN matrix printer
1 flrll!rr Stand

FREE Autocut Sheetfeeder whilst stocks last
Recently reviewed by Amiga Farmat *A fine 24-pin dot
matrix printer at a reasonable price,

Buy ram INDI AND SAVE OVER £72

L
Panasonic KX-P4430 Laser Printing

* 8 scalable fonts. 28 bitmap fonts

* Optional 2nd input bin (total printer capacity
2 200 sheets)

Optional memory expansion to
3Mb (IMb as standard)

fFECIFICATIDM £649'99

rinter scand g represents
|?n°°5|¥|ca'=£9 99 excellent value
o ber Pac far mone
00 sh lity A4 =8 o ¥
INDI PRICE 25y ™4 paper -
X

on rlnuous Pai:rr
sh mng paper

INDI F‘ E *g. pin narrow carriage
51} Far.ﬂlni Frlntl‘-r c;m;- 7 Fonts

be used when connecting Amigs ta ¥ 240CPS, 30 CPS M ¢ I
Panasonic printers ¢ " # g Siltll'lpl'll'lt
INDI PRICE £8.99 I Yoar Warrsory ' luti hnel
anasonic Colour Ribbon Paper parking (optimum FESD.I.IEIDH technology)
;Huacrm;nnhmn r:.{ ﬁ( -P1123 5 pages per minute

EA‘I’E

[£4a]
v

* HP laserjet Il emulation, PCL5  YORDWORTH SOFTWARE

COMPLETELY FREE WITH KX .

INDI DIRECT MAIL

(X002l | RINGWAY INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
TEL: (44)543 419999 EASTERN AVENUE.

P 4430

gl tnabsgﬂnr:[ BIH F'Rllhhﬂn WAS
Ak r
INDI PRICE £6.99 M W

Indi Direct Mail Customer Charter

INDI DIRECT MAIL is ariginal and wery exciting Before you buy mail order you must first be

t that you will receive the product you've prdered and that the supplisr witl still be therg in the
n.-l, :lhnuld you need them, ok

rder purchase from INDI is a safe and secure decisian and here's why. Indi is a whally owned
!-uhnd'nrr ofa n_lu: company now in its eleventh year of trading and specialising in the supply af

u
'W]E i group turnover apprna:hl £30 million per annum, INDI have the resources and the
purchasing power to offer you the best deals, -:Ie ver them next day natianwide and abways be around

sl v E::llé;; chaquzIEFD for +£?“I1Tww5':ha"“ my Acces Visa
YOURS FOR 6 MONTHS THEN PAY TODAYS RETAIL PRICE. Name.. CH .

NO INTEREST CHARGES, No Deposir, .‘T.'.‘f'fff.......__._,,'.'::.':.'Z_'.'.'::.'.’.’.'.':.‘ii.'.‘i:_"_‘_'"""' '
No STrRINGS ATTACHED

Postcode
SUBJECT TO STATLIS

T ———— TEL: 0543 419 999 FAX: 418 079

PLEASE ENCLOSE £5 FOR sscumcun DELWEHY
Please send |]....
2).
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The essential guide to Amiga gaming

System On-line 82
Daze return with the third part of the Ishar adventure series, Mr
Blabby’s back plus Kixx go budget crazy with games priced at £4,99/

Beat the System 96

The first part in a two-part complefe guide fa Sierra's brilliant
sixth fairy tale episode in the King's Quest adventure series

Preview: MysterX 114
Millernium unveil their latest offering that promises io beat up
all other beat-'em-ups and stars a real-life martis/ ants expert

Preview: Dreamweb 118
One of the first games 1o get a voluntary 18 certificate. Packed full of
violence, sex and bad language, Empire’s RPG is going o be massiva!

Preview: Litil Divil 120
It's been in production for four years, but can Gremiin's devilish
adventure become the world's first proper ‘interactive carfoon”

System Essentials 124

Essential Amiga software this month Includes Gremlin's Heroquest 2 an
the CO32 and Team 17's insact shoot-'em-up Apidya

GAME REUIEWS

Pinkie 100
Universe 102
Kid Chaos 106
World Cup 94 108
Bubble 'n' Squeak 112

15

REUlEws

Preasso & Prato encooen

Budget digital video for ane of the Amiga's best ATG boards

Forct 42

At last, real-time taxture genaralion for ray tracing fans

ciareo (D-Rom

The ultimate CD-BOM 5 ystem for the A1200

Briuance B Peasona Print 58

The very best AGA pamt packages under the AC spotlight

aupan Fay 2e8 Bl

Super fast comms and flying faxes at an affordable price

Dicieae Souno Trncs 70

Essential software that will add audio to any animation

Mhero st 4

Give your CD32 all the muscle of A1200 in a matter of seconds

Pyromania 7

A spectacular CD offering big budget effects at a bargain price

Batn Prctony 80

Easy aufomation for almast any ARexx compatible package

FEATURES

Huternauiue Input B4

Simon Clays fracks down a few point and click atematives

Btz ano preces 57

Michael Milne goes boldly into the unknown with Blitz Basic 1f

Wetsw Touist somro 79

Adam Phillips discovers Amiga marketing at its very best

Deveac Deugut 83

Paul Overaa's concise guide fo all things assembiar




Alternative 30
Tentures

A spectacular collection of 19
broadcast quality textures all in
video resolution. Essential software
for both 2D and 3D applications

HamlabPlus

The perfect accompaniment 1o our bex-
ture collection. Stunning image pro-
cessing software that allows any Amiga
o use our 3D Textures

Noisome

Add samples to any event whether it be
a mouse click, key strokes or disk input
output, Complete control to customise
your Amiga audio

Oialinglodes

Never be baffled by BT again with instant
access o all the dialling codes both home and
abroad

ActicAtac

A classic release on the
Spectrum now out on the
Amiga — just boot-up last
months ZX Spectrum
amulator and you're off

ELULARS

Mews g

New bidders in the war to take contro! of Commoadare

USH news 14

H OFFERS i)

Upgrade our amazing CoverDisk give-aways and save cash!

EaP

9

7% u'-J-::-:—.-
Paul Austin
reuveals how to
turn artistic
talent into hard
tash. Essential
reading for any

Upgrades a-go-go plus more essential software from the States

lomment 16

Can the CD32 survive the onslaught of the kiler consoles

Lietonc staRmn 21

Get the best from the Amiga Computing CoverDisk

Questions and answers as Lincle Ezra reveals all — well almost...

ACAS 53

Techy problems put to the sword by our in-house axperts

Pusuc secton

Al the PD and Shareware essentials on fest

139 R
*"  Paul Overaa adds the whistles and bells to looping the loap
147
" Adam Phillips embarks on a two-part pro's opinion special
1452 s
- Paul Overaa looks at the Amiga’s cheap audio alternatives
| 147 lomms
=t Phil South discovers on-ine music
EUERg;;: Amos
. Wipe that smile of your face with the ald of Amos
*-, Pu hlishing
Wnr. . Ben Pointer explains how to put it all together

AMI

Sweet sampling 130
HomeVideo  [H34
Classifieds AR

.E.I]F.'I P TIME

Get 13 issues For the price of
12 and saue up to 34°%
off the shelf price of
Amiga [omputing




THEME PARK
22.99

ARCADE POOL
CD329.99 AM6.99

HIRED GUNS
11.99

PREMIER MANAGER 2
7.99

PaA GOLF !HD‘I‘ 500
ANTAGE TE

A EURD CHAMPS %2
SPORTS MASTERS
13.99

BENEATH STEEL SKY SENSIBLE INT'L
22.49 14.99

TRIVIAL PURSUIT
CD32 19.99
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Deal Direct, with Digital Direct...

+ Video/Presentation

Megalosound is the few 8-bit, stereo,
direct-to-disk sampler package; the software
is packed full of easy-to-use editing features,
special effects and extras such as the ability to
print waveforms and sample information.

The package allows sampling up to 84KHz
mono and 56KHz stereo to memory and up to
21KHz steren to hard disk on an AT200
Supplied with a hardware volume control and
an extensive 144-page manual, Megalosound
is impressive value and Gold-rated by CU
Amlga, with B9 from E".-'E:I'";'bu.'l:!."lii favourite  AupdioMaster IV i vegarded as the
magazine, Amiga Format! de-facto standard in sound sampling

and editing software, With its
ProMIDI Interface

incredible range of features and clear,
informative displays, it is hard to beat
as a sound editing system

The ideal MIDI interface for all Amigas, this 4

smart-looking device comes with MIDI in,

MIDI thru and two MIDI out ports and is

complete with manual, software and a flying

cable for convenient positioning,

AudioMaster I'Vis compatible with
Megalosound and any other sound
sampling hardware that connects
through the Amiga's parallel port.
Pleass call for further information

/-, Graphic Design

3.0

Create stunning landscapes
with this amazing 30
simulation program.
HAMBE and 256
colour mode and requines
2Mb of RAM and
Workbench 2.0 or above. A
simply superb product
from Virtual Reality Labs!

Distant Suns 5.0

Be the star of your own trek through space! Animate the solar system, view the
same night sky as the 3 wise men and navigate by the stars with this 3D Desktop
Planetarium. Requires 2Mb RAM and Workbench 204 or greater.

The best-value real-time video digitiser
you can buy; VideoMaster gives you the
ability to record real-time monochrome
video with sound at 25 frames per
second as well as quality full-screen stills
from your cameorder or video recorder.
VideaoMaster RGE includes our new
colour splitter, Colourhaster, and
produces amazing quality colour stills
VideoMaster AGA works on the A1200
and ABDN, connects via the PCMUTA slot
for extra speed and freedom to use other
peripherals, allows high quality stereo
sound and supports HAMG and HAMBS
up o 640 x 512 resolution for stills.

7\

ColourMaster

ColourMaster is a new electronic colour
splitter which works in conjunction with
VideoMaster for stunning colour stills.

VideoStage Pro
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E = bl ! al ang AR 9 Sl TR AN raaliimnal ¢ -
I Hlﬂpﬂﬂ Pascal 1.10 £49 ProMIDI Intertace £17 Professional are up to version 1 Iy now full-featured, fully relational and }--u-.-.L-.-‘.'u,ll
| Maxon ".nu ; £22 VistaLite 3.0 £29 and we have both in stock, ready for databases with pull-down menus, multiple
TI.I‘NM ﬂ& m aum l.'l'l EZE immediate de:épm-..'h windows and \.'I"'I'l.".l.'lll."lt ACOESS b0 Voniir
VideoMaster AS00/AS00+ £39 SBase Persanal 1.3n i1} ¥ o AR Amiga's mult |-I.'|.~.l=~inri |I-m ironment and
m 11.3n Ha ese products are renownied for Bheir thu,-_\ Are NOwW |_|,'-r|'p.1|| e with AmigaDOS
M““m' m1m:1 ¢35 $Base Professional 1 9 power and their range of features and 3.0 and the AGA chip set
ColourMasler with VideoMasler Remainders have been available on the Amiga
ColourMaster separately £49 Power BASIC Amiga £10 platform for many years in earlier SBase Professional includes a powerful
\‘llhl:ll-lﬂl Pro £99 K-Spread?2/K-Data Fack £10 versions. Mow they have both been database management language and
1 meh‘l £10 {mm-f ulﬂ"} -ﬂTC'lLJHht I.‘I;.:hl H'|-"h'l":|-’l'|'=' with support supports ARexw. Please call tor our

for the very latest Amiga computers

call 0525 718271 from 9am to Bpm, to Friday, with your datasheets on these superb products.
credit or deblt card number and we will despatch your goods within 3 working
days, assuming they are in stock. If there should be any delay we will notify you
immediately. Alternatively you can send us a cheque or PO made out to Digital
Direct, Please add £3 postage within the UK (€6 for a next working day delivery),

Digital Direct
The Old School, Greenfield,
Bedford MEK455DE UK.

All goods are offered with a no-nonsense Tel +44 (0) 525 718271

30-day money-back guarantee, if you are not
completely satisfied with the product.
Al prices include UK VAT, © Digital Direct 1994,

£4 within the rest of Europe, £8 elsewhere .
e

Fax +44 (0} 525 713716

Digital Direct is the direct sales
division of HiSoft UK.




NASSAU, Bahamas, July 19 = Le Meridien, a
graceful resort hotel on fashionable Cable Beach,
hardly seems a spot for a fight. It is a place of mani-
cured lawns, swaying palms, sandy beaches and
emerald water. Travellers normally come here for
the relaxing pleasure of the tropics and fine dining
at the hotel's gourmet restaurant.

But suddenly on Friday, amidst the usual gather-
ing of sun-tanned women in bikinis and men in
shorts, appeared a small army of two dozen
lawyers, mostly men in dark suits bearing over-
stuffed briefcases,

They came to do battle over the carcass of
Commodore International Ltd, the once mighty
maker of small computers which had its North
American headquarters in West Chester. They
came for the first official meeting of Commodore's
Bahamian committee of creditors.

It is a fight over the company’s assels, over the
future of its technology, over how much of its $145
million debt will be paid and, not surprisingly when
lawyers get togethar, over legal jurisdiction.

Commuodore, whose stock was traded on the
MNew York Stock Exchange until May, was regis-
lered in the Bahamas, and the company initiated its
own liquidation in the Bahamian Supreme Court.

The court-appointed Bahamian liquidators so far
have received at least four proposals to buy
Commodore, including ona from the management
team, its subsidiary in the UK, the only one of tha
company’s units still profitable when the firm went
out of business.

The other suitors are Amstrad Plc, a UK
computer firm; Philips Electronics of the
Netherlands, and Samsung Electronics of Korea.

But before there is a sale, lawyers for
Commodore’s principal creditors would like to have
the bankruptcy proceedings moved, or at least have
paraliel proceedings opened in the US Bankruptcy
Court in New York.

“The biggest problem we are having is that the
Americans don't trust the Bahamians to do the liqui-
dation,” said Paul L Adderly, the attorney for the
two liquidators.

“What can you do about that?” asked Adderly in
exasperation. “We are not entirely ignorant of these
matters in the Bahamas."

But lawyers for the main creditors see things dif-
ferently. It is not just the competence of the
Bahamians they have called into guestion, but the
efficacy of Bahamian law.

Under Bahamian law, a creditor's committee has
an advisory role while under US law, the creditors

By ADAM Pﬂlliifﬁj

[ommodore’s creditors gather
to do battle

would have more of a say over final disposition of
the assets,

Also, Bahamian law permits the liquidators to go
back and judge, and possibly reverse, management
actions involving assets three months before bank-
ruptcy was declared. Amencan law permits a year.

So far, the Bahamian court has rejected motions
from the creditors 1o have the proceedings moved to
New York.

Meanwhile, the credilors are seeking a ruling in
US Bankruptcy Court in the Southermn District of New
York to seize jurisdiction or at least open parallel
proceedings.

The principal opposing creditors are Prudential
Insurance Co. of America and a subsidiary, Pruco
Life Insurance Co, both of Newark, NJ, which are
owed a total of 528 million; Anchor National Life
Insurance Co of Los Angeles, owed $6 million, and
Daewoo Telecom and Daewoo Corp of Korea, owed
$15 million.

The creditors have questions about actions taken
by the Commodora management team shortly
before and right after the liguidation filing in the
Bahamas on May 2.

They want to challenge management's transfer of
a Commodeore unit from one subsidiary to another,

Medhi Ali; Questions aboul conduct

and they have questions about the conduct of
Commodore's former president, Medhi R Ali.

Ali tried to get Prudential and Daewoo to agree to
allow liquidation proceedings to go unchallenged in
the Bahamas, in return for a vague promise that thay
would get 50 cents on every dollar of debt.

According to an affidavit filed in the Bahamian
Supreme Court by Stephen M Richmond, an attor-
ney representing the creditor's committee, Ali
claimed he had a foreign buyer for the company and
the sale would proceed quickly if there was not a
leqgal tangle in Mew York.

Richmond, a gruff Boston-based lawyer, said that
Ali refused to tell him wheo the potential purchaser
was or what the terms of the sale were.

Ali is no longer associated with Commodore.
Reached Monday by telephone at his home in
Ridgefield, Connecticut, and asked for comment, Ali
shouted, “You're intruding on my home. I'l complain
to your editor. You're an idiot.” He then hung up.

The Bahamian court-appeinted liguidators are
Franklyn Wilson and McGregor Robertson, two part-
ners in the Bahamian offices of Delotte & Touche, a
major accounting firm.

Wilson said on Monday he hoped to complete the
sale of Commodore's assets “very quickly”, but he
declined lo be more specific.

Amid all the men In dark suits last week was a
bearded, casually dressed British national, David
Pleasance, managing director of Commodore’s UK
subsidiary and a leader of the management team
trying to buy all of the company.

“We might as well try. We have a good business
in the UK, a very good business,” said Pleasance,
who came to the Bahamas to get to know the com-
pany's major creditors.

If the management buyout is successful,
Pleasance said operations would be moved
to England, but that the company would like to
keep research and development facilities in
Nordstown.

“These are very good people, * Pleasance said.
“We would like to keep them.”

@ This fext was reprinted with kind permission from
Dan Stets, its writer, and the Philadelphia Inguirer.
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FAST retirement

The Federation Against Software Theft
has announced that its chief executive,
Bob Hay, is retiring after nine years of
service. He leaves to spend time with his
wife who has been seriously ill over the
last several months.

David Svendsen, board chairman of
FAST and managing director of
Microsoft Lid, added,” To many in our
industry, Bob has been the public face of
FAST and everyone will miss his single-
minded goal of establishing a moral and
legal environment in which to use
softwara."

cyendsen concluded by saying. -
Under his leadership, Bob has taken
FAST from inception to the most suc-
cessful anti-piracy body in the world.”

Health concern

Eor those computer users who regulary
spend hours on the keyboard staring at
a screen, the London Advice Services
have released a facisheet on health and
safety when operating a computer.

The Computanews pamphlet ofters
advice on what the risks are, what the
user neads to do to create a betler envi-
ronment and what the laws say concern-
ing employers responsibility to its staff.

The factsheet costs £3 and is avail-
able from LASA on 071-377 1226.

Full house

After the somewhat troubled start of the
European Leisure Software Publishers
Association’s [ELSPA] ratings system,
the group has announced that all 63
members of the association have given
their full support and adopted the
scheme.,

This includes Acclaim, publishers of
the controversial Mortal Kombat, who,
after much publicised deliberation, have
agreed to carry the ELSFA age suita-
bility ratings. '

Robotics report

According to research company
Dataquest, US Robotics is now UK mar-
ket leader in high speed modems, with a
16.5% share.

“We have gone from 15th in 1990 to
number one In 1993. The figures tell
their own story.” commented us
Robotics managing director, Clive
Hudson.

For more details on US Robotics
modems, call Lucy Brown on 0753
811180.

New bidders
step
forward

After the surprise announcement |ast month that various mem-
bers from Commodore were attempting their own buyout, a
rumour has surfaced that Steve Franklin, former managing
director of Commodore UK, is also making 2 bid for the
company.

Eranklin declined to comment on the situation. David
Pleasance. the current UK managing director, thinks “it's highly
unlikely” that the former head is in a position to offer a
substantial bid.

Pleasance’s own plans are apparently moving forward and
he hopes that the question of Commodore's future will be
resolved “in the next two to three weeks.” He believes that their
affer is the highest and feels confident of a suc cessful result.

According to an article in the Chicago Tribune, both Amstrad
and Philips have lost interest in a buyout, partly down to the
legal delays. Samsung is interested in the intellectual-property
rights of Commodore’s products, but is dismissive with the
computer firm's inventory or other products.

A potential buyer has appeared in the shape of Creative
Equipment International based in Miami. wha are in the process
of submitting a bid. “There is a pent-up demand for the prod-
uet.” CEl president Alex Amor commented. * | think it can be
very successful if it is brought back 1o the market.”

The legal tanglings over the liquidation though are causing
serious concerns with people close 1o Commodore. “The
urgency arises because we are dealing with an asset which is
perishable,” said Franklyn Wilson, a liquidator'in Bahamas.

‘It is an industry where change is the greatest constant. This
technology needs to be constantly updated to stay current.”

Raptor increases in
nower and speed

With the reputation of Raptor's quality and results, makers of
the graphics work stations, Desk Station, have released two
new models. The Raptor Il and the Raptor Plus are seen by
many as the next step for serious graphic artists and televi-
sion production.

The Raptor Plus features MIPS RISC R4600/133MHz ren-
dering engine that the com-
pany claims increases the
rendering performance by 50
per cent over the ariginal
work station.

The Raptor range is avail-
able to buy through Ramiga
International who can be con-
tacted on 0782 398840,

Raptor Plus: Twice
the speed of the
original graphics
work station

Primera Pro: Offering the latest in printer technology

Printer paradise

Announced at the recent MACWORLD Expo in
Eoston, the new PrimeraPro colour printer is a
high spec, low-priced machine that is compatible
with the Amiga.

Featuring dye-simulation and wax thermal out-
put at 600*300 dpi, Fargo — the company behind
the new hardware — claim that the printer is the
first in its kind to offer such a high dpi.

Costing $1895 in the States, the PrimeraPFro
can also print on a variety of different surfaces,
from laser paper and transparency film to dye-
sublimation media and T-shirt tran sfer paper.

Amiga Computing will be reviewing the product
next month and Fargo, the makers of the Primera
Pro. can be contacted on (612} 941 9470,

Competition: One of the many
entries already received

(ompetition boasts
hologram prige

in a bid to show PC users and high-priced plat-
forms what the Amiga is capable of, the 24 Bit
Club has launched a competition for Commodore
owners to send in their best 3D work. There are
three categories for eniry — science fiction/fanta-
sy, photo realism and organic/absiract.

The winner from each will have their renderad
masterpieces turned into a hologram by Munday
Spacial Imaging, and most entries will find their
way on to a video to be produced by the 24 Bit
Club of the best work they receive,

For more information and an entry form, phone
John Campbell on 041-846 213
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VIPER 68030 TUREO |

For the Amiga 1200 computer

Full 030 with MMU running at 28MHz
FPU running up to 50MHz

Industry standard 72pin Simms

RAM upgradable to SMB

“ Full Kickstart remapping (FastROM option)
Optional SCSI-1T adaptor

68882 Maths Co-processor

(n-board battery backed clock

Faster than an Amiga 4000/030

Up to a440% speed improvement
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VIPER | '. ;
\:,' A
Standard .. ... RS £159 _

Viper 1 2MB (no FPU). ... £239
Viper | 4MB (no FPU) ... .£309
Viper I 8MB (no FPU) ... .£479

CO-PROCESSORS

20MHZFPU . ... ............£25 I

SIMHE PP s e, s £60
L B R " £80
p Lk R R E£120
SCSETRAdagii N £79

Power Drives €

XL 1.76MB DRIVE
The XL Drive can be used with any Amiga
Computer, and allows you to store a massive
1.76MB on a high density disk. The drive
also acts as a standard 880K drive and can
read and write A4000 high density disks.

XL Drive 1.76MB External ...... .£89.95
XL Drive 1.76MB Internal ... ... .£79.95
XL Drive 1.76MB Internal A4000 . £89.95

INTERMNAL DRIVES
We use the same drive mechanisms as
Commodore.

PCB81 AS00 Internal drive . .........£40
PC882 A2000 Internal drive . ........ £40

PCB83 A600/1200 Internal drive . . . . .. £50,

All prices include VAT and are subject to change
without notice, Prices correct for month of
publication only. Delivery extra. E & OE.

POWER DRIVE
The Power Drive is the most impressive drive
of its kind on the market and now includes
Blitz Amiga and Floppy Expander. Floppy
Expander allows you to compress files only on
floppy disks by up to 50%.
SPECIAL - OFFER

*For an extra ten pounds Cyclone copier can
be purchased with the Power Drive.

Floppy Expander (Purchased separately) £9.95

N\

POWER DRIVE FEATURES
Amitek

|

Anti-click

Anti-virus

Floppy Expader*

Sony mechanism
Isolation switch

2 year guarantes
Thru'port

Upgradable to 1.76MB
Cyelone compatible chip
Built-in hackup hardware
Amiga Format Gold

Blitz Compatible

Disk drive modification by Sony
to stop flickering LED

Berwase, Mickering LED's on your disk drive mean that the drive has not
been muoddified by Sony for 100% &miga compatibiliry.

LI

Power Computing Ltd
44a/b Stanley Street, Bedford MK41 7RW
Tel 0254 273000 Fax 0234 352207
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fimiga designer
passes away

With the future of Amiga in doubt, its original
creator, Jay Miner, passed away on June 20
in California. His lifelong kidney problems
finally took his life.

Sean as the Father of the Amiga, Jay had
a long and accomplished career — he helped
design the Atari VCS games console and
was an Integral member of the leam thal cre-
ated the original Amiga chipsel.

His later achievements included the
Atari Lynx, an under-rated handheid that
today, in tarms of technological excellence,
outshines its portable counterparts in the
market.

Long may his Commodore creations
confinue.

(ommunicator Il

Only a few months after the release of the
Communicator, the Metherland-based
company Eureka have announced the
imminent arrival of its sequel — the
Communicator Il

The original hardware allowed the connec-
tion of the CD32 to any Amiga and PC. By
using the CD32 as a serial 2-way CD-ROM
drive, multimedia presentations including
FMV (through the use of the FMV cartridge),
Photo CD's and audio can be controlled and
created.

The Mark Il version improvements include
an extra keyboard plug for A2000/3000, a
serial cable that is now a DB25 serial to
RJ10 plug and a new casing design.

Extra software has also been introduced
from Mediapoint that aids audio and video
control to a variety of PD titles.

The Communicator |l costs approximately
£99 and will be reviewed in next month's

Amiga Computing .

Flexidump upgraded
and improued

Care Electronics, makers of Flexidump 3,
have released an enhanced version of the
program which the company claims can
remove banding and white lines from all dot
matrix and bubble jet printers. The company
says that ribbon life is extended and print
quality is very consistent.

The new system, called “shingling,” adds
to the recent additions of dithering and
anti-aliasing In the latest version. Anyone
with Flexidump 3 that doesn't include the
“shingling” option can upgrade free of
charge.

For those with an earlier version of
Flexidump an upgrade is available for
£14.95. Care Electronics can be reached on
0923 834064

Silica: Offering a comprehensive warraniy schame

Gilica extends warranty

In a bid to provide a better deal for the
customer, Silica have introduced a com-
prehensive extended warranty on its prod-
ucts, including games consoles, with the
launch of “SilicaCare”.

The scheme provides repair and
replacement of parts, including major
hardware such as hard drives and monitor
tubes, for a single or whole computer
system,

The warranty can be arranged for up to
five years, tailoring the needs of the indi-
viduals. If you have an Amiga computer
system worth up to £1500, for a two year
policy it costs £38 for free repairs, delivery
and couriar senvice.

“As high-tech games consoles and
computers become a part of everyday
homes, more non-technical users want
the assurance of a total service package.

“SilicaCare provides them with the
peace of mind that should anything go
wrong, it will be immediately fixed." stated
Silica’s retail controller, Ken Browning.

For more details, phone Silica Systems
on 081-309 1111

More add-ons for
lightwaue

As Lightwave PAL finally reaches the shores of the
UK, the 24Bit Club is releasing the Lightwave
Collection Sets 1 & 2 o aid artists with their work.

Costing £29.95 sach, each set contains 10 disks
filled with objects, scenes, fonts and textures and
comes complete with a user guide.

For the £3.95 sampler disk containing various
examples from the collection, contact Gordon
Keenan on 041-946 2191,

Lightwawve
Collection:
A variety
ef images
to be used
with the
top-rated
graphics
sollwiars

Bulletin boards
made asy

To combat the tedium of BBS login screens, a group of
Sysops [system operators] have decided to create

MAXlink, a networking bulletin board. The idea behind
the scheme is once a user has joined and all their
details have been taken, the data is passed on to all the
other MAXlink BBS.

This in turn provides instant membership to all the
bulletin boards under the MAXlink banner and saves
the user time and money.

Amiga Computing
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fArt by the people for
the people

The Digital Gallery is a new concept being put forward
by PUMECO which allows magazine readers to send

their computer generated artwork in for inclusion on a
four hour video.

Presented as a slideshow, artists - pari-time or other-
wise - can submit their work with a £20 fee and have the
opportunity to show off the fruits of their labour to the
public.

There is no age restriction and for further information
call PUMECO on 0482 500597,

Online growth

With the continual enlarging of CompuServa's facilities,
this month sees the introduction of the on-line service
UK Professionals Forum, which focuses on the needs of
key professional groups in Britain,

At present, the forum has areas for members of the
legal, medical, engineering, financial, marketing and
media professions, The various fields are catered
for via the use of message sections and libraries
and CompuServe hope that the new sarvice will
encourage the involvement of the appropriate national
bodies

To join CompuServe, phone 0B0OO 289378 for more
details,

Heard the latest?

Have you heard any interesting Amiga news ra-
cently? If you've picked up some hot gossip that you
think we could be interested in give Adam Phillips a
call now on 0625 878388
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Frontier Innovations Pack Commodore 601

Comes complete with

* Amigal200 * Frontier Elite Il
* Batman Returns

= Wordworth AGA

~ Print Manager

~ Personal Paint V4 :
.. Day by Day ;

+ Total Carnage

~. Brian the Lion °

" Zool 2

Hard Drive Options

Trapdoor upgrade for the Amiga 600, 512K.
INDI PRICE £19.99

The original and sl
the only fully PCMCIA compatible memory card for
the A&00 and A1200. Comes with lifetime guarantee,

Beware of cheap immitations.
INDI PRICE £99.99

4 Mb Smartcard

80 Mb Hard Drive Pack £489.99 .
120 Mb Hard Drive Pack £519.99 170 Mb Hard Drive Pack £579.99 fﬂ,{.ﬂ;ﬁ;*;;ﬁ*ygﬁggm;g 4Mb.
12 Months At Home from ICL 4

2 W\

YEAR END STOCK CLEARANCE

It is our Year End and our warehouse spring clean means unrepeatable bargins
strictly whilst stocks last

MEX 1200z ] Y s cards § MI230 Accelerator Boards Indi can now offer top quality 2.5" Internal Hard Drives for the Amiga 800 and 1200 at unbeatable
Quantity __Prica) P prices. All drives come complete with cable and installation saftware
I4mhz +l4mhz FPU 2 £84.9% 40mhz 4 £139.99 80Mb 2.5" Intermal HD'
l4mhz + 14mhz FPU+4mb ] £149.99 § S0mhz +50mhz FPU 10 £297.99 15 1" S £ l m'w
20mhz + 20mhz FPU I5  £68.99 120Mb 25" Intermal HD's £214.99
10mhz +20mhz FPU + Zmb 3 £129.9%9 4
AmAS 1 PR },  EiEEe | 70Mb 25" Intermal HD's £249.99

Brilliance * Brilliant " Graphics Paint Package " In terms of design and sheer specifications
Digital Creations really seem to have done everything right. Effectiveness...” 99%." | really can't
fault the end resuls” - CU Amiga Review

INDI PRICE £99.99 _Li4%99

Final Writer The most powerful word processor to grace the Amiga...90% - CU Amiga

AmMica REPLACE

A 1200 Software
LorPY DRi

INDI PRICE £99.99 _£139-99 P Rryder cup Goir L2597 £16.99

Final Copy 2 "Abour as cose to being a desktop publisher as a word processor dare go™ - Star Trek 25th Ami 500/ 500+
CU Amiga INDI PRICE £61.99 _L35-99 Anniversary L39T  £11.9% miga

Morph Plus Sorccer Kid LBAT  £19.99 600 and 1200
You've seen Michael Jackson's video, you've seen the television adverts using the latest techniques Simon the Sorcerer L18-99 (2599

in marphing, now you can create the same results but at a fraction of the cost.

INDI PRICE £99.99

Art Department Professional V2.5

The ultimats in image processor, Yith ADPro you can read, write and convert betweean most
common image file formats with unmatched flexibilicy. INDI PRICE £119.9%

Real 3D V2
s a fully featured 3D animation modeling and rendering program. INDI PRICE £299.99

RomMeso Aubio VisuaL ProbucTs c {S‘ OraL VisiON MAINBOARD

. Q’
Megamix. Low cost, hi spec digial effects cartridge plugs into the printer port of the Amiga. Allows - - . . ;
dha. ing from aimast any musical source. INDI PRICE £26.99 "Q QQ The Cpal ‘-.-"Imn;r:::;ga:;: gﬂ;ﬁsﬂﬁz;ﬁ Paint, Opal Animate, Opal

Take Two. Animation package is a must for computer artists and enthusiasts of all ages.

As used in Rolf Harris Cartoon Club. INDI PRICE £34.99 L FREE Montage 24
THE BesT sELLIING "REAL TIME" PROFE

Brutal Football 285 £11.99

James Pond 3 L3057 L1999 £34
Kick Off 3 LS89 £19.99
'99

ADI| Educational Software from £12.99

::rinlu::- ::;%:ELIQJEEU::E&LE: nif;'f ;::;U;td'g't'ﬂr for the Amiga. "the best value fuli 1 For a himited period from 10 April until 30 June we will be giving away a FREE copy of Montage 24
INDI PRICE £69.99 worth 300 LS Dollars. Montage 14 features Real T_'lml.- font scaling, embossing and 1h=dclwujg.

: eolour spreads and transparency effects with an effective resolution of | nanosecond. s many image
Rombo Vidi Amiga 12 (RT) processing capabilicies include translucency blending, image compositing and beveled boxes, Mow you
Based an the best selling Vidi Amiga | 2. This all new version offers real time colour cap- can enjoy the benefits of the ultimace in high qualicy 24 - bic tiding for OpalVision and the Amiga.
ture from any video source. Full AGA chipset support as standard for all A1200/A4000., includes FREE
INDI PRICE £129.99 | Limited Offer | 99 Montage 24

[ ] E

Rombo Vidi Amiga 24 (RT) Plus FREE Power Supply
Faor the more serious user, this 24 - bit version will again capture from any video source OpraL VisioN YVIDEO PROCESSOR

with true photo realistic images! A staggering 16.8 million colours can be utilised with
incredible resules. Full AGA chipset support
INDI PRICE £219.99

early summer.

ALFASCAN - PLus 256 GrevscalE & ALFa CoLoun 256K Covour HAMD SCANMER % oo Bk b SR
This Superb A4 Amiga Scanner vored "Amiga Shopper Best Buy”, arrives complete with .
Merge IT and Micrograph OCR Sofeware, Merge IT allows the simple, quick merging of . '99 '99

two an-screen images and Micrograph OCR turns your Amiga into an efficlent text

reading system Amiga 500/500 plus (AG00 (A 1200 /A 1500 /2000 /3000 /4000
" Minimum |Mb memory * Minimum 2Mb memory & a Hard Disk to run OCR option.

* Kickstart, Workbench V1.2 or higher. £ l 29-99 £3 29;9?

e have received confirmation that v P
the OpalVision Yidea Processor with
Roaster Chip and the Opalvision YVideo

i spits st b with s i RIS

% ———

4

Alpha Scan PlusWith OCR sofoware  Alpha Colour With OCR software EJIL.IE?: A.IEEFLAH g{h\? best dEFa'I inktwn%?wim a full ETE! ID'" q‘lnl':qﬁlm{'cl:us
oyage Pac so generous’ It's simple. The more
PACE MODEMS The No. | in Telecoms CD32 we sell the more software you will buy and at Indi Prices who could blame you.
The MICROLIN FX.
Everything you need in a Fax R‘:J;;L%mﬁ ;L?ﬁﬁ'}l}rr::lr- u?_ﬁgh Speed Amiga CD32 Comes with? GreaT Gares Microcosm and Chaos Engine and
Madern. Group 3 14400 bps and 9600 bps fax facilicy whilst stocks last Oscar, Diggers and Wing Commander. CD32 will play your

* Simple to set up and use transferring an A4 page in seconds, * V.42 / favourite Music CD's

* Universally compatible V.41bis error correction and data compression,
* 100% accurate data and g g iRy e e M
image wransmission | §§),99 42 10 ranemit £269.99 s
[ )
i )

Commaodore List Price

Complete with Gift.Ware Telecam Software wetable for all Amigas [Except AS00]

N D) ] 0 990 FAX 0543 418079

-4 N IYVY O Nl O YIRS




I NeEws

hile we've all been closely watching Soft-

Logik to see when they'd release the

much-awaitad PageStream 3.0, the comp-
any slipped a surprise upgrade out the door.
TypeSmith, the premier font editor for the Amiga,
has been updated to version 2.5.

The biggest improvement in this new version is
the addition of support for TrueType fonts.
TruaType is the standard outline font system on
both the Macintosh and Microsoft Windows, so you
can find the fonts just about everywhere. (On this
side of the pond, you can buy a CD-ROM with over
500 TrueType fonts for only $19.95!)

Although no Amiga applications directly support
TrueType typefaces, TypeSmith will let you convert
them to formats that can be used with Amiga appli-
cations such as PageStream, WordWorth, Final
Writer, Brilliance, and LightWave 3-D.

TypeSmith 2.5 supports saving and loading fants
in TrueType, PostScript Type 1, Compugraphic
Intellifont {the Amiga's native bitmap font format),
Soft-Logik, and IFF RFF formats. You can create
your own fonts, or automatically trace digitized font
picturas or bitmap fonts.

With previous versions of TypeSmith, converting
large batches of fonts was a tedious operation,
forcing you to select each typeface individually,

TypeSmith 2.5 adds a new Batch Convert ARexx
macro that lels you convert an entire directory of
fonts with the press of a single key. Full
AmigaGuide help makes using both new and old
features a snap.

The program retails for $199.95. If you own
TypeSmith 2.0, you can upgrade for 525 plus ship-
ping and handling ($5 USA/Canada, $15
International); TypeSmith 1.0 owners pay $65 plus
shipping and handling.

For more information, contact Soft-Logik, 1113F
South Towne Square, St. Louis, MO 63123 USA;
phone (314) 894-8608; fax (314) 894-3280; or
e-mail tech @ slpc.com.

Oenny Atkin reveals the release of —
the all-new TypeSmith and views —

twao other important upgrades — W Y

[ales of

) |

NEeWws

the unexpected

The Amiga's ultimate font editor enjoys
yet another impressive upgrade

New light through new windows

Hot on the heels of the release of the standalone
LightWave 3D 3.5 for the Amiga, NewTek has
announced LightWave 4.0. Like version 3.5, this
release won't require a Video Toaster board.

But unlike earlier versions, this one doesn't even
require an Amiga — it's also available for Windows,
Windows NT, and Silicon Graphics (SGl) machines.
The $145 upgrade price from version 3.5 allows you

tA tithit

Although nothing's been announced,
Electronic Arts’ Orlando Guzman recently
popped up on the CompuServe network ask-
ing what the users there would expect from a

new version of DeluxePaint.

So it appears Electronic Arts is still working
on DeluxePaint V for the Amiga, despite
Commodore’s situation.

Have a feature you're dying to see in the
next DPaint? Send your electronic mail to
oquz@ea.com and let him know.

to update to version 4.0 on the platform of your
choice.

LightWave 4.0 will offer the same basic fealures
set on all platforms, as well as full cross-platform
compatibility. This means that you could, for instance,
create a complex scene on your Amiga at home,
save it to disk, and take it to work where you could
render it on a blazing-fast Pentium 90 or SGI system.

Like Axiom, MewTek has stressed its commitment
to future Amiga development. “The majority of our
user base currently use Amigas, and many users pre-
fer it for desktop video and graphics applications,”
says NewTek's Tim Jenison.

“However, usars on other platforms wanted
LightWave's power on their machines, and we
wanted to have LightWave keep its posilion as the
professional standard in 3D graphics.”

LightWave has been used to create graphics for
many popular television programs, including Star
Trek: The Next Generation, SeaCuest DSV, Babylon
5, Robocop, Viper, Unsolved Mysteries, and Weird
Science.

Babylon 5 won an Emmy (the US television aguiv-
alent to an Oscar) last year for its LightWave-
produced graphics.

Amiga Computing
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Pitel power

Axiom Software has completely rewritten their 30
abject designer program, Pixel 3D, from the
ground up. The new version, Pixel 3D Professional
Version 2 (Axiom calls it PixPro2 for shor), has an
improved interface and sports many powerful naw
features.

Axiom's president, Scott Thede, promises that,
unlike some US companies, Axiom will continue to
develop products for the Amiga. “To be completely
honest," he says, “we at Axiom Software wish we
could program the Amiga for the rest of our lives;
after all, it takes ‘forever' to learn how to program
the thing!™

Amiga 1200 and 4000 owners will be happy to
see full AGA support in PixProZ, taking advantage
of the higher resolutions and deeper palettes avail-
able on those machines.

The program now has full support for both
PostScript fonts and PostScript files. Bitmap sup-
port is amazing, with an artificial-intelligence
bitmap-to-30 conversion, simplified bitmap
smoothing, and the ability 1o link to ASDG's Art
Department Professional to automatically convert
24-bit files,

Creation of 3D objects is simple, with both point
editing and polygon painting technigues available.
Objects can be twisted, stretched, and bevelled.
Complete AR=xx support makes batch processing
simple, and object hierarchies simplifies working
with complex 3D structures.

PixPro2 handles loading, saving, and conver-
sion of 17 file formats, including LightWave
scenes, Imagine hierarchies, AwtoDesk 30 Studio
binary and ASCII formats, and WaveFront.

Axiom says that PixPro2's AutoCAD DXF sup-
port is the most comprehensive available on the
Amiga.

A professional program, PixPro2 retails for
$299.95. Upgrades from version 1.0 are $99.99.
For more information, contact Axiom Software,
1526 122nd Street, Bumsville, Minnesota 55337
USA; phone (612) 894-0596; fax (612) B94-1127.
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THE PERFECT ALL-IN PACKAGE FOR YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS

® A professional WORDPROCESSOR with powerful graphics
capabilities and a 50,000 word spell checker. Ideal for a wide
variety of correspondence and official documents.

® A flexible SPREADSHEET with more than 50 functions,
simplifying the most complex domestic monthly budgets or
commercial cash flow forecasts,

® A versatile DATABASE which is simple to use and powerful
enough to deal with anything from basic address book
functions to club membership lists and business records.

® A supremely friendly DISC MANAGER to make using your
Amiga as painless a task as possible.

® Incredible GRAPHICS with more than 18 types of graphs
and charts available to brighten up your presentations or make
your month by month financial situation as easy to appreciate
as possible. You can even make use of eye-catching 3D effects!

Database:
versatile

Wordprocessor: Compose a

Build up a
letter, check your spelling

Spreadsheet: Prepare
card  index,

budgets or tables, alter

with the 50,000 word
dictionary, mailmerge details
from a database file, add
graphics, wrap bext around
it, load ASCI text, highlight
with bold, itallc and
underfine... and marel

Graphics: Enter data directly
or load from the spreadshest
or database; produce pie

charts with exploded
segments; display bar charts
side by side or stacked;
overlay your graphs an an
Imported IFF picture; add a
3D view; add text or lines,..
and more!

incorporate up to 50 fields
with 70 characters each, use
search and replace to maodify
data, do powerful multi-feld
sorting, perform arithmetic
functions.... and more!

Disc Utilities: Avold the
confusion of Warkbench,
create bootable files, format
discs, copy flles from disc 1o
disc; make directories; delate
and remame files, make
miudtiphe copies of your discs,..
and more!

column widths, insert or
delete columns, cut and
paste data, lock blocks,
choose from over 50
functions... and morel

UTOPRESS

= Europa House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK10 4MP, Tel: 0525 859333
SO E T W AR CE s Offics works on Amigas with 1 megabyte RAM, can read Amiga IFF files and for US users, fully supports the NTSC standard.




he CD32 always had one thing going

for it. Despite not being exactly the

most profound step forward in tech-
nological history and perhaps even a little cyn-
ical with its 1200 innards with attached CD
drive, the console was and still is, albeit with
an ever dwindling supply, in the shops.

Compared to some of the heady spec-listed
delights of the 3DO, Jaguar, Sony
PlayStation, Sega Satum, Nintendo Ultra 64
and so on, the Commodore machine is look-
ing positively Jurassic.

While most of the above machines are not
yet available, there's enough food for thought
there to make one wonder if the soon-to-be
reborn Commodore should even bother with
the console market and concentrate their
R&D on what they do best — making home
computers.

With the likes of Panasonic, Sony and
Sanyo moving in to the gaming arena flexing
their rather financially well-developed muscle,
a company like Commodore which, as we all
know is having a rather difficult time of it at the
maoment conceming cash flow, may well be in
a position, even with a new buyer, whare they
simply can't competa.

Up until last year, the market-place was
dominated by Nintendo and Sega but with
huge corporate industries swooping in to
clean the market place up, what real hope has
the CD32 got in the grand scheme of things?

While the console is doing well in Britain,
the market here is small fry compared to the
all important US and Japanese sectors whera
the real money is made.

Another argument is the kind of software
that is available for the machine. While David
Pleasance of Commodore UK may well
‘be telling us that there are plenty of CD32-
specific titles winging their way to the grey
lunchbox, punters in the meantime are consis-
tently having to put up with the usual part
overs from the AS00 and 1200,

The words FMV ring out in defence but
alas, nothing has appeared across any format
to warrant the splashing out of the extra cash.
Okay, this leaves us with the apparently huge
market for music and video CDs that can be
plugged straight in to your machine.

This may well be the best hope for the
Commodore machine but again, is it enough
with a household that usually boasts a video
recorder and stereo system anyway?

For a CD32 with FMV, itll end up costing

i console top

David Wren

Hdam Fhillips astss what Find
of future the (032 can expect

in the hands of the looming
multi-corporate competition..

round £450 plus money for a decent set of
speakers to get the most out of the image
and music-playing facilities,

So with all this negative reinforcement,
what can Commedore do once it's found a
buyer? Let's say that the most likely option of
a management buyout does go ahead —
there will be very little money for continuing
production lines, let alone sinking cash in to
R&D.

How can the once great company that
used to steal the limelight on the small ama-
teur dramatics slage of computing face the
full blown, all dancing and singing production
of some of the largest companies on the face
of the planet?

FRUITFUL

By concentrating on what Commodore do
best — home computers. Whether sailing on
the sweet breeze of success or drowning in
the choppy seas of the ill-fated DOS attempt,
the Amiga range in Europe has continually
been buoyant and fruitful,

Indeed, could the CD32 tum in to another
hopping-on-the-bandwagon disaster where
Commodore simply don't have the financial
clout to get their product seen or heard
about

The CD32 may well hold the market shara
in the UK over the Mega CD and PC CD-
ROM but, in real terms, the market-place is
tiny at the moment.

Take your average home computer buyer.

When they wander down to the nearest
Dixons, they no longer have a choice. With
the Atari ST and Falcon well and truly buried
under a heap of bad management and dia-
bolical marketing, it has left Commodore in a
prime position for tempting the low-price
bracket buyer.

You have a choice. Either cough up over
E1,000 for a PC that may be redundant in
three years unless you splash out more
money on a mother board upgrade, or buy
an inexpensive home computer that can
word process, DTP, play games and has
consistent and impressive software support
—the A1200 and beyond.

With this lack of competition and possibili-
ties for a potentially huge customer base,
Commadore is In an ideal and enviabile pOsi-
tion where they already have a strong repu-
tation for quality, durability and boast excel-
lent European distribution. With the all-
Imporant and precious cashflow, this seems
ta be the only logistical path for the company
ta follow.

Who ean touch them with computers for
under £400? The answer. Not Sony, not
Panasonic, not Hewlett Packard — in fact,
nobody. Give up the console ghost — the
competition just moved out of the play-
ground and in to the battle field where anly
the cash-loaded, PR-pumped strongest

sUrvive, PAC 4
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- presents
WORLD OF CD-ROM FOR

AMIGA COMPUTERS

I’(__. MCIA External CD-ROM
Controller for Amiga A600 & A1200

NEW PRODUCT
The new CD1200 is a PCMCIA Mitsumi CD-ROM con-
troller unit for the Amiga A600 and A1200 computers.
The CD1200 supports the Mitsumi LUOO5S CD-ROM
Drive and the Double Speed FX001 CD-ROM Drive. Both
i Drives support extended architecture CDs, including
Photo-CDs and MultiSession Capability. A CD1200 pack-
aged with a Mitsumi CD-ROM Drive offers the MOST
economical solution for the Amiga A600 and A1200 com-
puters.

CD1200 Features:
® Supports Mitsumi LU-005s, FX-001ds & FX-001d CD-ROM @ Automatic software installation
Drives ® Compatible with Workbench 3.1 CD Files Systems, BABE CDFS,
® Supports both Amiga A600D & A 1200 ASIM CD-ROM File Systems
® Includes 1SO 9660 File Systems ® Supports MultiSession
® Includes PlayCD utility for audio CD operations ® Requires Kickstart 2.04 or above

Tandem CD + IDE Controller for Amiga LA .
A1500, A2000, A2500, A3000 & A4000 o ;
NEW PRODUCT
The new Tandem Card 1s a multifunction controller for the
A1500 to A4000 Computers. The Tandem card supports
Mitsumi CD-ROM and also IDE Hard Drives. A supreme
value, the Tandem Card provides the most economical
CD-ROM and mass storage solutions.

lNandem Features: . | : : F-. ET;- -.I-FfT | d ] |
@ All features as above plus supports SyQuest removable media drive. 2 S > | an " I]l
¥ .- I~ L | 1 .
Card
¥ -
£69.95.




+.)kuUOMPUTERS
Amiga A600 £199.00

Amiga A1200
New Combat Pack
BEE IO s AR e £329.00
A1200 with 127HD.......£539.00
A 1200 with 200HD....... £589.00
A1200 with 340HD £739.00

Amiga A1200
Race 'n' Chase Pack
A 1200 stand alone ............. £285
A 1200 with 127HD....... £489.00
A 1200 with 200HD
A1200 with 340HD

A4000 Computers
A4000/030 EC
4Mb RAM OHD £879.00
4Mb RAM 214HD ........ £989.00
4Mb RAM 540HD ......£1279.00

A4000/040 LC
6Mb RAM OHD £1459.00
6Mb RAM 214HD.....£1620.00
6Mb RAM 540HD £1869.00

A4000/040 TW
6Mb RAM OHD £1850
6Mb RAM 214HD £1980
6Mb RAM 525 SCSI HD.£2250
6Mb RAM 1Gb SCSI HD£2550

RAM for A4000
EMB S Bit ... by eiaingssa s £39.95
2Mb 32 Bt £69.95
4Mb 32 Bit

w s b S WINE £35.00
L g e Bl SR £79.00
40MHz £114.00
SOMEHLE ... iiliamanniel 3 108

__HARD DRIVES

A1200 2.5" Internal IDE

OEIAD . .0 s e £139
85Mb

120Mb £199
ROOMD ... skt £239

All come with 2.5" IDE cable & software

AS00 & AS00+ AL1500 A2000
A3000 & A4000 Hard Drive
ALFA DATA IDE Controller for ASO0D &
ASO0+ A1500, A2000, A3000 & Ad0)
with 8 Mb RAM option for standard 2.5"
or 3.5" PC IDE compatible Hard Drives

Controller only £89.99
40Mb with controller ....£179.00
65Mb with controller ....£209.00
85Mb with controller ....£259.00
120Mb with controller ..£279.00
1 70Mb with controller ..£299.00
250Mb with controller ..£329.00
340Mb with controller ..£379.00
540Mb with controller ..£499.00

OKTAGOON 4008 SCSI -2
CONTROLLER FOR A13500,
A2000, A3000 & A4000
HARD DRIVE

Controller only

| 70Mb with controller ..£299.00
340Mb with controller ..£399.00
540Mb with controller ..£549.00
|.8Gig with controller.....£1399

MULTIFACE CARD 3
Multi /O card for Amiga
A2000, A3000 & A4000
2 additional serial ports and |
parallel port.......... ey el £99.00

MONITORS
Microvitec 1438............£279.00
Sharp TV Monitors....... £169.00

PRINTERS
Canon ;
BJ10) £184.99
BJ200 £239.99
Hewlett Packard

1 LG SRRt S IR £249
w7 | STRERR LS SR £249

B B T e R R £599
Citizen
ABC Mono

DISK DRIVES

TRk v S P A L S, L £58.00
B O o i L £52.00

INTERNAL DRIVES

AS500
A2000

“"EPSON SCANNERS

GO ol i £599.00
GT 8000.......ccoeirrenneen...£849.00
T A A R £399.00
T s SRR S s £99.00

VIPER 63030

Viper Stander £159.00 3
VIDEE SVED . vceecssnasaiammuds £239.00
VIper 4MD........coeesionsizs £299.00
Viper 8Mb...........c.........£460.00

Repair service How to order E--] Delivery charges seibde
New service/centre for most Amiga computers, We When ordering by telephone please quote your credit card number Small consumables and software items under the value of £59 please add £3.50 PEP.
offer a quotation service of £10 for which we will followed by the expiry date and also your full name and address. if Other items above £59 please add £10 courier service, Offshore and highlands, please call
examine your compuber and report back with an exact paying by cheque please make it payable to Gasteiner Technology for 4 quotation. In addition, we offer the following express services- Saturday defivery
guotation price for the repair, If the repair is carried in any correspondence please quote a phone number and also a normal rate plus £15 per box, Morning, next day nommal rate plus £10 per box. EBOE
out the £10 is then deductad from your bill postal code, pleasa allow five working days for cheque dearance prices subject to change without prior notice. All trademarks acknowledged.




RAM for A600

il 1 Mb with clock............... £34.99
1Mb without clock..........£23.95

RAM for A1200

Plug straight into A1200 trapdoor
Upgradeable FASTRAM |, 2, 4 or
sMb
Three types of FPU
£89.00
£115.00
£169.00

et R SRR £389.00

FPU
IONEHE ....oooiin i il £35.00
AL L honis £79.00
40MHz £139.00

SIMMS for GVP 1230

“SIMMS for GVP HD

DIVERE . L s s S, £28.00
£149.00

AS500 plus RAM
1. | SEESE GO Fon R Bl e £25.00

— PCMCIA CARDS

B 2MD.... et G £109.00
£169.00

DISK EXPANDER

Disk Expander................. £33.00

300DPI Optical Mouse with
Optical mat

£29.95
OPTICAL PEN MOUSE

A stylish optical pen mouse
£34.95
200 DP1 MOUSE

\r

A good quality 200 dpt mouse

£6.99
TRACKBALL

LA
Bl

Stylish three-button trackball

£29.95

*

Alfa Data 400 DPI rl.nnu:-;rc

£13.95
MOUSE/JOYSTICK SWITCH §

Auto Mouse/Joystick Switch

£12.95
SCANNERS

Alfa Data 256 scanner for all
Amiga computers. Includes Touch
Up software & OCR software

£139.00

Minimum 2Zmb RAM & Hard Drive
All New 800 DPI hand scanner
for ALL Amiga computers.

only £119.00

Power Scanner
Powerscan 4 mono...........£119.00

d Powerscan 3 Mono ............£99.00

Colour scanner for all Amiga Computers
NEW from Alfa Data 265K 18-Bit Colour.
Complete with scanning software

£339.00
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B Amiga. The CD3Xar CDTV acts as a remote

B kevboard

CONTENTS

OVER 10,000 FILES 195 BITMAP FONTS
500 24 BIT IMAGES 120 COLOURED FONTS
ALSO IN HAMS & HAM 107 ADOBE FONTS
1308 COLOUR CLIP ART  BO POSTSCRIPT FONTS
2139 MONO CLIP ART 79 CG FONTS
93 SCALEABLE CLIPS 214 ICONS
750 MUSIC MODULES
2300 SAMPLES & MUCH MORE

ONLY £ 19.95

hhe Network O satsur a link between a CDTY or CD
drive for your .
CD Kom.

fecess (o the vast paalal data available «
available uses the AUX =ocket o

ass through, th

SXI addons. Network CLY <e1s

resel function, allowing the CD o be \

CONTENTS

Pamet & Sernet
NComm & Term
Twin Express
Fred Fish 800 to 975
Amos PD 478 1o 603

74 Utility Disks
i  PholoCD Conversion
500 Images in 256 cols,

Network CD £ 14.99
CD* Cable £ 19.95
Parnet Cable £ 9.99

Multimedia

AN AMIGA CD, CDI1200, CDTV & CD32 APPLICATION

PC COMPATIBLE IN I‘\(]ﬂhﬁﬂ FDRMAT

-i-

Cl

THE OFFICIAL AMOS PD

bring you this remarkable resource for only g’s
Compatible with all Amigas £l

b

10 Art < Bonig 2999 exef
SOUNUSMCTIICEN D05

= A P
e | ¥
= M LS S

LIBRARY ON COMPACT DISC

The Official Amos PD Library is the largest source of
Amaos related source code and programs in the workd
oday, The library is run by Len & Anne Tuocker and
is endorsed by Europress Software, the publishers of
entire library from disk 1 1o 620, each one armanged in
B it's own dinectory and catlogued. The disc contains
i in excess of 33,000 files with over 1600 Amos source
- code files, 100 sprite hanks, 260 Ciext banks, 300
samples, pumerous music banks and  several
extensions o Amos & Amos Pro. Workbench is also
included as are Pamet and Semet to allow transfer of
the contents across a network from both the COTY
and the CD%, This CD is truly o testament io the
immense following that Amos and Amos Pro hes
achieved in the past few years and represents
thousands of mum hours of writing Amos code which
willmnbcmh\ra!mbhmnf]ﬂpnﬂ
tuition to the Amos user. Weind Science is proud o

,}..“

Network CD Nev;f Release”s

SIMPLE NETWORKING TOOLS FOR FuM]t 1A CD -'.-:




Always boot from your CoverDisk when de-
archiving applications. The installer pro-
grams can be located via the install icon
with the appropriate name in the
WE_2&3_Only drawer.

The de-archiving procedure has been
much improved and now combines the
power of the official Commodore installer
program with that of Workbench 2.0 and 3.0.

The installer program is designed to be
powerful yet simple for the beginner and
features a user-friendly interface allowing
you to de-archive programs with a minimum
amount of fuss. The installer programs for
Workbench 2 and 3 users can be located via
the icons named:

tnstalllprogram memel
eq:
InstallPFN

To run, simply double click on the icon
which will load up the installer program.

Using the installer

Ignore the buttons that appear when the
installer program boots up and simply click
on the Proceed button. The program will
then copy the necessary files to RAM.

Once this has finished it will inform you
that it is about to format a disk in DFO, Click

Don't worry about the installer options.
Simply click on the Procesd bution

Don't forget
to insert a
blank disk at |
the prompt |
and before

Procesd

on Proceed, at which point you will be told
to insert a blank disk ready for formatting.

Once you have clicked on Proceed, the
installer will indicate that it is formatting the
disk in DF0. When this has finished, click
on Proceed again to start the de-archiving
procedure. When the application has been
de-archived you will be told whera the de-
archived files are. Click once again on
Proceed to finish.

If at any time you are unsure as to
whether you want to continue installing, you
can click on the Abort Install button.

Dccasionally, utilities may need to add
instructions to your User-Startup file located
in the S directory so that they will function
correctly. If you want to add the instruc-
tions, click on Proceed when prompted.

T

The Files drawer con-
tains all the utilities
get up 5o that you
can use them from
the CoverDisk. A
Games drawer is also
provided so that you
can play these imme-
diately. If you want to
install the games
make sure you copy
all the necessary files
across as listed in the
CoverDisk pages.

The Amige (ompwting loverlisks 15 —
designed to be as simple to use as —
possible. Follow these instructions and —
you'll be up and running in no time! —

00000

Always boot from your CoverDisk when de-archiving
applications. The installer programs can be located via
the install icon with the appropriate name in the
WEB_1.3_Only drawer.

Installlprogram name]_1.3

InstallPFR_1.3

When you load up the 1.3 installer the program will first
prepare itself ready to de-archive the program to a

Tt jmnyd Fut Mgber G- Bl kel 2

blank disk(s). You will then be asked to insert a disk to
be formatted inta DF0 and either press y to continue or
n fo abort.

Provided you answer y, the disk you insert will be
formatted and the application de-archived.

Installing utilities

You should first run the MakeUtilitiesDisk_1.3 to format
a blank disk called ACUtilities which will be used to
store any utilities you eventually install,

This disk can be used with future CoverDisk utilifies
until it becomes full. The MakeUtilitiesDisk1.3 program
will be a permanent feature of the CoverDisk.

To install any utilities, boot your machine with your
CoverDisk inserted in DFO. Utilities can be installed by
clicking on their install icon found in the appropriate
drawer in the WB_1.3_Only drawer. You cannot specify
their destination and any additions to the Startup-
Sequence must be done manually.

When installed the utilities are copled to a drawer
called ACUtils on the ACUNilties disk.

OCTOBER 1994

We have now managed to fix the prob-
lem with AmigaD0S5 displaying a “disk
is write protected” requester when a
write-enabled disk is inserted. Just

make sure you insert a blank disk
when the installer programs tell you -
and not before or after.

Installing utilities

The procedure for installing utilities is much
the same as installing applications, except
that you can boot from your hard drive or
Workbench disk. As utilities don't need to be
de-archived, you are asked to specify a
directory on your hard drive or Workbench
disk where you would like to install them.

If you don't want to install to the default
directory you can change it by clicking on
Change Destination. The Show Drives but-
ton will allow you to select a new device and
directory. You can create a new drawer for
your utility to go in by clicking on the Make
MNew Drawer button and typing in the name.

You can also make a utilities disk by run-
ning the MakeUtilitiesDisk1,3 program locat-
ed in the WB_1.3_only drawer and installing
your utilities to here. At times you may be
asked if you want to install a utility's docu-
mentation. A tick box indicates that the docu-
mentation is selected for inclusion, but you
can click on the box to ignore it or simply
click on the Skip This Part button.

The utility installer programs can be found
in the appropriate program drawer in the
WB_283_Only drawer.
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f your favourite pastime is creating
stunning graphical images, whether
2D or 3D, you will know what a
time-consuming task it is drawing natural
looking images such as clouds, rock, water
etc.

Thanks to The Soft Alternative, Amiga
Computing has supplied 19 superb, photo-
realistic images taken from a variety of sub-
jects.

Using these images with your favourite
graphic applications, you can breath new life
into your designs, creating realistic images in
half the time.

The textures have been compressed in
Jpeg format so that they can fit onto our
CoverDisk. Therefore you will need a
suitable Jpeg viewer to view them.

As they are in 24-bit format, non AGA e
owners will need to have a 24-bit card to i
view them. However, we have also supplied
a superb program called HAMLabPlus on
CoverDisk 2 which you can use to view the
images and change them into a format your
applications can load.

Just follow the instruction given for
HAMLabPlus to see how you can use your
textures.

We have supplied a variety of images s ’
encompassing natural elements, as we
believe these are the most difficult to emu-
late. These include clouds, water, rock, n hed n|
sand, space and landscapes. T

The textures are primarily of use to those
interested in 3D rendering, but they work just 7 I
as well as backdrops Grgbrushasyin Dﬁkilxe FEIE 'h up your SHthEE H”th our —
Paint, Brilliance, Personal Paint and other
2D applications.

4 l-.'Jl__El.'

| e

P WoHd nelibcl Penn BOOge Thiesa ol el v
STD codan with this smart little wiility
AticAtac

The classic whimats Bpaciram gamas for
usn with your ZX Specirum smulsior
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This box demonstrates

S Tk WOkl Bt o T all the images supplied collection of 5 tunming 30 textures ——

tures on the disk, they have been com- ::nT'Il:T ??::TI::RII?I:’E?:: 2
pressed with a greater ratio than that of the Ami h 8 fﬂﬂf‘fEﬂ; ﬂf H]E Eﬂft Hf f‘EFﬂEfJHE T
original images. So, if you decide to upgrade f: JOUE-A ﬂa_-‘hc i
to the full package, you can expect to & ones you wish to use
receive images of a higher quality than the from here and then load

ones supplied here. them into HAMLabPlus to
be converted. This will
save you having to load
e each one in order to see
The image bank vt oy I I

Amiga Computing
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We apologise for the problems readers have been having with the Scroller2
program. but unfortunately duplication caused an error whereby the pro-
gram would not work with the addition of Fast RAM,

Fortunately, we now have a bug fix which you will find on CoverDisk 2
entitled Scroller2Fix. Run this program and when told to insert volume

<nathing> insert your Scroller2 disk.
After a short while of disk swapping, the process will finish and you will
be able to use your Scroller2 disk without the need to remove your Fast

F1td upgrade

Steve Smith, the creator of F1Ed given away on
the September issue, has informed us that the pro-
gram will not function correctly on the AG00 The
Wild, Weird and Wicked pack version of Formula
One Grand Prix. Therefore, he has kindly offered
an upgraded F1Ed program for a nominal fee.

For just £5 you will recieve a version of F1Ed
that is totally compatible with the aforementioned
AB00 pack, and includes new features such as the
ability to change the costume colours of your pit
crew, use a database of real driver's lap times to
calculate the team and driver performance figures
and the ability to edit the zoom and angles used on
the extemnal views cameras.

This will also qualify you as a registered user,
recieving new updates as and when Steve com-
pletes them.

Please make your chegues or postal orders
payable to Stephen Smith and send them to 34,
Wolsey Drive, Kingston Upon Thames, Surrey,
KT2 5DN. Please do not phone or write to-Steve
regarding problerns with F1Ed.

RAM.

If you have a second drive you can inserl your Scroller2 disk into DF1:
and run the Scroller2Fix program from your CoverDisk in DFO0:. Apologies

for any inconvenience caused.

We would like to make it clear that the original Scroller2 program, as
offered in the CoverDisk Upgrade advert, is totally compatible with Fast
RAM expansions and we will be running our Scroller2 tutorial next .

the ngh

L) B |

Balore you do anything you should specifiy the

pathname for the filters in the Configuration menu

t iImage

HAMLabPlus

Author: J. E. Hanway

HAMLabPIus has been included so that you
can load, view and change the file format of
the stunning 3D textures from the Soft
Alternative which are free on CoverDisk 1.

This means that you will be able to use
them in your own programs such as Deluxe
Paint, Imagine, ADPro and many other
graphic applications.

The textures are supplied in Jpeg format
as this format has extremely good compres-
sion ratios, while not sacrificing the original
quality too much.

As graphic applications do not support
Jpeg we will need to use HAMLabPlus to
change the picture format to something that
can be used.

When you first load HAMLabPlus you will
be presented with the copyright information,
Click on the close window gadget to load
the program.

You may get a requester stating that

>

Amiga Computing
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Installing HAMLabFlus

To install HAMLabPlus simply double-click on the InstallHAMLabPlus

icon. When the installer has loaded, follow the instructions to install
the program to either a floppy disk or hard drive. If you are a 1.3 user
you will need to install the program to your ACUtilities disk.

there are no input or output fiters, OK this
requester and the first thing we will do is to
select our filters for future use.

From the main display click on the

Configuration button. This will display a win-
dow showing certain attributes about the
program. Where it reads Filters: type in the
following:

If you are running from the CoverDisk:

hwigatomputing:Files/HARLabPlus/Filters

If you are running from a disk, HAMLabPlus

T T T,
i
;

Lraig — o

In erder to use the 3D textures you
shouwld change the output mode to a
suitable screen mode

has been installed 1o

HANLaBPLus

This is because when you install
HAMLabPLus the filters are copied into the
same directory as the main program,

Mow click on the Scan Filters button, at
which point the input and output filters will
be lnaded. Next select Save All and click on
OK in the file requester. The next tima you
lpad HAMLabPlus the filters should load
successiully.

Insert CoverDisk 1 — 3DTextures — and
click on the Open button on the
HAMLabPIus interface. This will allow you to
load the Jpeg textures. Select a file to load
and click on OK,

Once the picture has loaded it will be
cropped to 512x512 as this is the demo ver-
sion of HAMLabPlus — you will need to

M you want good quality textures,
export them in 24-bil IFF ILBM -
but watch their size

register if you want the fully working ver-
sion.

To actually view the file click on the
Display button. You can change the screen-
mode in which the file is displayed and
saved by clicking on the Change Qutput
Mode and selecting a suitable resolution,

The Bit Planes 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 refer to 2
colours, 4 colours, 8 colours, 16 colours
and 32 colours raspectively. You can also
change the type of dithering you reguire for
colours that are not palette supported.

Once you are happy with the screen
mode of your texture you can save it out as
an IFF using the Save button. If you want
the image saved in 24 bit IFF ILEM or other
formats, click on the Export button, HAM
mode pictures will be very large so waich
your RAM. You can then select the directo-
ry where you would like to save your
decompressed files so that you can use
tham in your favourite graphics application.

Author: David Larsson
Workbench 2 and above only

If you have ever wanted to attach sound effects 1o
certain keyboard events you need Moisome.

Moisome effectively allows you to lock sound
samples to cerain actions performed on the input
davices of your Amiga — the keyboard, mouse and
disk drives.

As well as this it also allows you to decide
exactly how your sound samples are played by
using a totally intuition interface made up of clearly
labelled buttons and gadgets.

When you first load Noisome a system requester
will appear telling you that the file S:Noisome.prefs
could not be read. This is because we haven't yet
defined a preferences file for the program, so for
now simply click on the OK gadget. When Noisome

Nolsome will allow your Amiga to play selected
sound samples when certain events occur

All you need to do Is select an event and
then load an appropriate sound sample

eventually loads up you will be presented with the
main interface, featuring a collection of buttons and
switches. Much of the interface is taken up by the
selection window to the left. In here you will find the
functions that you can attach sound effects to.
Visible bell is the actual system alarm, key,
Return (key), Space (bar), left mouse button, right
mouse button, disk inserted and disk removed,

Installing Noisome

To install Noisome simply double-click on the

InstallNoisome icon. When the installer has
loaded feollow the instructions to Install the pro-
gram to either a floppy disk or hard drive.

Probably the most effective option is the disk
inserted and disk removed. When a disk is insertad
or removed from the drive a sample of your choice
will be played. So how do you attach a sample to
an option?

Let's imagine that you wanted to attach a sample
called Spring to the disk removed option. Firstly,
select the disk removed option so that it is selected
and then click on the Browse button to the right of
the File gadget.

In the file requester select your Spring sample
and then click on Play to the right of the Sound
gadget. You should hear the sample play.

At this point you can effect how the sample plays
by clicking the Filter on and off, changing the vol-
ume and clicking on the Channel button to specify
the channel cutput.

Once you are happy with your setting you can
then save them as the S:Moisome.prefs which
failed to load earlier, From the Preferences menu
select Save.

This will save your current setting to
S:Moisome prefs so that they can be loaded every
time the program is run. If you now click on the
Enable button at the bottom of the main interface
your selections will be activated.

Click on Hide to remove the interface and now,
whenever you eject a disk you should hear your
sample playing.

If you want Noisome to run automatically
when you boot your Amiga, you should
drag the program via the icon into your WbStartup
drawer.

Amiga Computing
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Author: Julian Wright
Workbench 2 and above only

DiallingCodes is a great little utility written in Blitz
Basic 2 that will allow you to trace those elusive UK
STD and BT 'special’ codes.

DiallingCodes features an impressive array of fea-
tures including knowledge of all 1, 2 & 3 figure
International Dialling Codes (more than 170 countries);
instantaneous display of information; type in code and
get location; type in location and get code; displays
time difference for International Codes; no need to type
in full Town/Country name and it's fully multi-tasking

To run DiallingCodes simply double-click on the
icon and you will be presented with a small window
and a string gadget. You can type the following in the
gadget:

UK STD Dialling Code - Returns the location
UK Town or City - Returns the STD Dialling Code
International Dialling Code - Returns the country and
time difference
Country - Returns the Inlernational Dialling Code and
time difference

You are not required to type in the full name of town,
city or country names. If you type in just a few letters
from the location the program will search its entire
database for a match,

It you are looking for a country with a known

Dialling(odes

=

Use DiallingCodes to trace those elusive STD
codes and International Dialling Codes

International Dialling Code, always type a plus sign (+)
in front of the number so that the program knows it is

an international code you're after,

For more information regarding DiallingCodes,

please read the documentation provided by the author.

Installing Dialling(odes

To install DiallingCodes simply double-click on the
InstallDiallingCodes icon. When the installer has
loaded, follow the instructions to install the pro-
gram to either a floppy disk or hard drive.

AticAtac

Author: Ultimate Play The Game

A snapshaot file for use with the ZXSpectrum emula-
tor given away on last month's CoverDisk, AticAtac
iz one of the all time greats written by the enviable
Ultimate when the Spectrum was in its heyday.

By now you should know how to run your snap-
shot files on the emulator, so let's go straight into
the plot.

You have been trapped in an evil, haunted cas-
fle. Your task is 1o find the hidden Golden Key of
A.C.G and escape via your anly exif, the Main
Doors. ;

The castle consists of five floors, including the

000 :07
Q00000

Atic and the caverns which contain countless
rooms. Within the rooms you may find furniture,
food, drink, objects, ghosts, ghouls and monsters.
Eat and drink sparingly so that you do not deplete
your food supply.

Collect and utilise objects you find to
your best advantage; ba wary of slamming doors
and working trapdoors which will try to trap
you, and avoid contact with all the ghosts and
monsters.

Each of the characters — Knight, Surf and Wizard
- are armed with their own specific weapons, indi-
vidual movement type and use of one set of secret
passages, unbeknown to the others.

Installing AticAtac

To install AticAtac simply double-click on
the InstaliAticAtac icon. When the

installer has loaded, follow the instruc-
tions to install the program to either a
floppy disk or hard drive. If you are a 1.3
user will need to install AticAtac to the
AcUtilities disk.

[CovEeRDIsK S
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AticAtac controls

AfticAtac can be controlled by Kempston
or cursor joystick and keys, Remember
that a joystick plugged into the Amiga's
joystick port will act as a Kempston
joystick,

R e e e T Right
o R e T R L Down
B e i it b e A Up
T e et b s b S A Fire
Z or Symbaol Shift.........c.... Pick up/drop
Space or Caps Shift _.................Pause

Amiga Computing I
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night Wednesday

now open late

& Thursday
till 7.30pm

ER
“ALI:’:

|
L_.-

|
FIRS]
COMPUTER CENTRE

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

OPEN MOM-SAT........ 9.30AM-5.30PM
SUNDAY OPENING..I | .00AM-3.00PM
WEDMNESDAY & THURSDAY

Late Might Opening.......7.30AM-7.30PM
OPEN HALF DAY MOST BANK HOLIDAYS

TELEPHONELEEDS

14 HOUR MAIL ORDER SERVICE

0532 319444 1ounes!

FAX: 0532 3192191

'
SHOWROOM ADDRESS :
DEPT. AC, UNIT 3, ARMLEY

PARK COURT, OFF CECIL 5T,
STANNINGLEY RD, LEEDS,
LSI2 2AE

HOW TO ORDER

Ovrder by telephone quoting your credit
card . Please malke cheques payable to the:
"FIRST COMPUTER CENTRE."

In any correspondence please quote a
phone number & post code. Do not forget
to include the delivery tariff & Dept. code,
Allow 5 working daysfor cheque clearance.

®All prices include VAT (@ 17.5%
®Large showroom with free parking
®#Overseas orders taken subject to status
#Educational orders welcome

@ Established Multi million pound company

UK MAINLAND
DELIV_ERY TAHIFFS

First Comm Bulletin Board
Why not place your orders on our new bulletin
board, First comm is not just a means of ordering, it

| atso gives you access to read or download technical
| support files and advice.

| From the M&T tako @

Tel.0532 311422

EASY ACCESS FROM M&2, MI and i the Al

MEEMALI AT B e
TR
AEdT e
.::}‘C{?? -
LG

FREMELLS

| ‘Eer FIRST COMPUTER
L CENTRE

T — CENTRE

he M1l and follow the turnoff for

Lesds'York, ASH, Thix will merge with the Armiley gyratory

From the M| follow signs for the MAZ 1 (ignore exit for
DO Contre) Take &#§43 EMand Rd turnoaf from MESTI,
Follow signs for A58, Thismerges with Armley gyratory.
From the A | take the turnodl for the Abd. This merges with
the A58 (by-passing Leeds town centre) which meets the
Armidey gyratory. Afer “Living World" at lights
takee & right, left, lofc again, & Ind left to get to FCC

trafic

We recommend you confirm prices
before placing an order. E&EOQE.

charge on AMEX

CD ROM Drives
A1200 OVERDRIVE CD-ROM

g CD12 software, Plays Audio CD', shows

W shoto C0's, Plugs Into PCMCIA slot

only £194.99

rcmrnal ST CO-ROM frees ber e K15V bdn 3T
B driven inciude drieer wlteies b wdl mad bom cn'l'r OO & T D T

| 51 dision. Bmnmrraad it b 401004 shis aunlabin

MNEC Multispin 2XI internat £167.99
B 155 Ms Access time ®3155KB eransfor rate
TOSHIBA XM3401 interma£286.99
# 100Ms Access thma #1308 transfor rate
TOSHIBA XM4101

®IE5Ms Accesstime  ®300KB cransfer rate

| Internal.£189.99 External £259.99

waor d = | RS T coMpuTER CENTRE (LEEDS

PRINTERS

Allour printersare UK spec, come
with ribbon/toner, printer drivers
(ifavailable), paper & cables!!

Canon B} 10sx
Laser quality output. Large buffer

Canon BJ200 £231.99
1 page & min spaad, 380 dpi, small footprint & 80

page sheetfesder
Canon BJC600 Colour £532.99

new bubble jet from Canon

BJI Dhumsheeﬂrvdor .......... £49.99

L1B1.99

Mitsumi FX001 | D Dual Speed.. £129.99 NEW LOW

Tandon IDE CD ROM Controller
for use with Mitsumi only.........L64.99
GVP A4008 SCS| cantroller.......L 1 11.9%

AMIGA 500 Plus trade in offer
If you spend £300.00

or more with us you can trade in an Amiga 500 Plus
fard | 0000, Your old Amiga must be in working
order complete with PSU and modulator,

[ MEW LOW
=

HARD DRIVES

2.5" Hard Drives
with installation kit
inc. software, cablas and instructions
&0Mb...*£134.99 |120Mb..*£199.99
80Mb...*£159.99 240Mb...*£159.99

3.5" Hard Drives
with installation kit
inc. software, cables and Instructions
250Mb...*£184.99 350Mb..*£139.99
420Mb...*£219.99 540Mb..*£2179.99

1.5" Hidrive upgrade kitnoHDonly £22.99
*Justide £ ) 0,00 for fitting

COMPUTERS

The AMIGA A1 200
A 1100 Standard pack only £279.99

i tfRoai T gRITHEN MRy

C.r_'p|'|'||:||_,|l4_r Combat [ ack -::-r1|y £3114.99!

with Total Carmage, lirfan the Lion, Tool 1, Werdwirh 3, Fring Manager,
by Dhary, Pryeenal Paiar 4

RACE & CHASE pack only £289.99!

with Migsl Hurst F§ wrvd Trils

HARD DRIVE VERSIONS
Standardpack .00 00 to the

£414.99 Standard pack
£439.99 price for the
Combat Hard
Drive packs

THE CHAOS PACK!
sCHAOS ENGINE
SHICKE FALDDO CHAMPIOMNSHIF GOLF
BPINBALL FANTASIES
S5YNDICATE
only £29.9% or £19.99
with any AMIGA!
THE FIRST 5§ GAME PACK
MBRIAM LION MDOL 2
MEMNIS Q5®AR
eTOTAL CARNAGE
only £19.9%9

The AMIGA 4000

A4000/030, 80 MbHD 4Mb RAM £999.99
AA000/030,214 Mb HD* 4 Mb RAM....L | 069.99
A4000/40

A4000/040LC, 130 Mb HD

A4000/040LC, 214 Mb HD..........c.eaua
A4000/40 5CSI Tower systems (POA

*The kard drive only is mot covered by on site warranty

¥
E Amiga's comse with Workbesch, mouss & |1 month servanty.
Thee A1 200 & A40D90 come with | T months on site warrsnty All
1300y mhos comas with & built in integral hard disk option

FPRIMA Al1200 REAL
TIME CLOCK

FRICES

ABC Colour printer
sirple (a5 aasy as ABC) to use 24 pin printer. Comes
as standard with 50 sheet Auto sheot feeder.
Tractor feed optional at{17.99
only L139.99 if bought without the colour eption

Swift 200 Colour....cennea£181.99
Same out put as the 1240 but with less facilities

Swift 240 Colour £218.99
14 pin, 240cps draft, 10 fants, quiet mode, 240cps.

£114.99

new inkjet printer with bullt in auto sheet feeder
Swift Auto Sheet feeder

Epson LX300 Colour

% Pin 80 column eolour

LQ 150 Colour

14 Pin Draft 21 écps, LQTPcps
.‘i'l:rfu.m 800+ £249.99
48 Mozzle inkjet 360 x 380 dpi (max) 100 shest
fewder

Stylus Colour £499.99

Colour Inkjet, 360 x 360 dl}| 710 x T20 (on special
paper) (j HEWLETT
B PACKARD
HP 310 Portable
MNEW!HP 520 mono
HP 500 Colour
LOWPRICEIHP 560 Colowr.....£4T79.99
even faster than the old HP550C!
All HP printers come with a 3 year warranty

£149.99

L109.99

" LOW STAR

Star LC 100 colour £119.99
9 pin colour, B fonts, | B0 cps draft, 45 cps NLQ
StarLC24-100......cnnnsnssanensen £ ] 26,99

Star LC24-30Col.....ccccoonvnrenennns £1 99.99

complete with automatic sheet feeder, |92 cps draft

Star LC24-300 Col... .£249.99
| 24 pin qualicy, 264 cps dral‘[ ﬂl q:rs I-Q 19K buffer
| expandible to 48K, | & fonts and quiet mode,

| Star 5] 144 Colour Thermal
Srunning affordable colour prirter, J PPM, low running costs

only £339.99
Star 5]48 Autosheet feeder.only £49.99
Universal Printer Stand...

' PRINTER CONSUMABLES

RIBEOMS

Clelzen Swiftmono ribbon, .

Clrlzen Swift Cobour riblon, _

LA 300 Colour ribbon...

Star LCI W00 mono,_,

Star LCI00 mono,,

Sitar LC10/100 colo

Siar LCI00 eolour,,

Star LC24-30 mono,

Star LC14-30/200 Colour,_,

Re-Ink Spray for mono ribbons
COVERS

Canon pnnbﬂtum{phiﬂiﬁ“”fmndlﬂ

Cltizen Swift/ABC i

HP S00E5Q510

Star LCIWW

Star LC24-300/30

Star LC |0V 10 cover,,

PAPER prices apply only when ordared with prister or
ur._|.4H\_-|.,-| rect from the shosroom

I (tractor Feed ). 500 sheets__
F:nlnld (tractor feed)
Fanfold (tractor feed)......
Single sheet
Single sheet,...
Singla ahaat....
Delvery for 2000 shee

£4.99
sheets {899
sheats ¢ |7.99
shaets__ {499
sheets_ {899
= sheets 17,99
B0 wiwn purchased withowt printer

Tel: 05323I9444

IINEW Super fast! 28,800 bps + 14,400 Fax

The best modem in lts class! ﬂh'}" £243.99

Supraq—ii Emode
¥.32 bis (I 4400 baud !

Lives cost werssgn of the classic WI1BH Fax
rgdem. Fayteres xi below But class | fa gely g LED diaplay.

only £141.99 @@
Suprag-ii Xmodem . oo

14400 bwud. inclusdes .32k, V.33, ¥, 23k, VI2, V21, HHP'I.-
8, V.42, VAlhis, Class | & T commansds, F600)1 4400 Growp 1
Fax, Includes frae modem comemes {nat Faxjiiw & cable

7 only £| T78.99
ﬂwﬂrﬂg PJ'US E112.99

menmlmmwﬂimmﬁ--mm
Hiayes comp, W12Bis, Vil Bis, MMP 15 & wsto sdust 1o mdmise
transmission ypesdi ml‘rﬂmlﬂh-ﬂﬂl'll-ﬂ

m £58.99

Gaton line 1 wsing this great vales fast modem with aeto dial &
receive. 1400 baud Hayes comp, ¥22 BIS, Includes fres modem
o 2w & cablell

Supra rodems have not been tested by BABT, however chey
parferm as well & often rfnren BABT approved madems.

Supira Medeims cone with a b year warranty

WE ARE PREFERRED USR DEALERS

Girnilar it pirtsemance to Supra, thew sxcelunt USK mooeres offer
pou probably the most cost effective wity of purchasng 3 BART

approved misder.
Sportster 1496 +Fax.., i1 04.99
E151.99

Sportster | 4400 Fax..
WorldPort | 4400 +Fa: e
Courier V31 Terbo +Fax
Courier HST/Dual 16.8 Terbo Fax.£527.99

1 you thought ¥1Ihis was fast ory the terbal They cormas with &
5 year warranty £ are BABT Appraved [

MONITORS

Allour monitors are UK spec. Allmonitors
come complete with a free Amiga lead®

NEW! Philips 8833 MK2 |

This farmous Stereno, colour monitor is back. Similar
spec to the old Commodore | 0845,

only £229.99

Tilt and Swivell Stand only £9.99
if you purchase with monitor

Microvitec Autoscan (438
2B dpd, 1538 KHz, all Amiga modes,
AGA comp.no audio, tilt & swivell
stand.
now only £289.99
*Free cabile for Ad000 cnly
M:N-:ihlﬂ £8, 99 nxtra

PREMIER Ink

Cartridge Refills
Save & fortane in runnln‘iul!l with your inkibubble |et,
Compatible with the HIFEBSED, Deakper Phis, Canon
B | 28001 I I00/I00 130, Star S48, Citimen l“Mi-l and
mamy others, Full range of calaur available.

Single refills 22mil)

Twin refills {(44ml)

Three colour kit (&&6ml)

Full colour kit (@&mil)

Bullerefills {1 25mi)
Cartridges

Canon B} 10/5}48 cartridge.............. . L1B 5%

Double life 500 cartridges . b 24.99

HP550/500 Colour cartridge..............£14.99

Epson Stylus Colour Cartridge........... ~£19.99

Epson Stylus mono Cartridge............ £17.99

Epson Stylus B00+ mono Cartridge......L | | 99

Star 5]l 44 mono cartridges (3 pack)...£21.99

Star 5] | 44 colour cartridges (3 pack)..£21.99
Mizcellaneoui

Printer SwitchBox 2way ... .. ...

Printer Switch Box 3way..........c.cco0ee

Primter Stands (Universal),, ...

3 Matra printer cable_.

5 Metra printer cable__

10 metra printer cable,

NANE
—L1T.9%
—ET- 89
el R
£8.9%
w1199




PRIMAA500 & A600 RAM SPECIAL OFFERS! © ROMBOPRODUCTS SOFTWARE
Deluxe Paint 4 AGA VIDI |2 Real Time £134.99 _ BUSINESS

Maxi Pland.,
Minl Office. .
Mamey Marte

cD ROH SO

| Tﬂrl.'CuIIt-l:ilun

3 YEAR WARRAMNTYN

A500 512k RAM
expansion (no clock).£19.99
A500 Plus | Mb RAM

Real time colour digitizing from any video
source. Full AGA support

VIDI 24 Real Time £204.99

14 bit quality real time colour digitizing fram

Wordworth 1 AGA with Print Mgr & Day To Day
Planmer, L319.9%

- X Pro plus hardwar £35 4 any video source. Full AGA support SRRty
EXPANSION...ccrrerrrrararns £34.99 [l Wonktenins.| schorare sd EITROM soira VIDI |2 AGA £59.99 QS
A600 | Mb RAM expansion R rE o Full suppare for AGA chipset. Colour images
= ik fr - captured in less than a second, mono images
{WIth CIQCk).. .E]?.?? il d‘(,;:‘“mwmmmfﬂ up|rlda in real time with any wvideo source,
anty £49.99 Multitasking s/w, cut & paste. S s

VIDI 12 Sound & VYision AGA HISCELLAHEQUE&

a ! N with bullt in MegamizMaster {?ng 2:;1;;11%31 O i:?#
s e e e £ b e i .

........................... 100% RATED! oveitine TAKE 2 £35.99 MUSIC/SOUND
4 Mb SIMM...NEWLOWPRICE!....£ | 3‘? 99 e Graphics AUGUST 94 Features Include load and save from D. Paint Clsrity | §iampla L1059
8 Mb SIMM..NEWLOW F‘R]CET.E 169.99 - 'EELJ Tabler The amazing new lmim:l:lml.anrd IFF files. Supports HAM graphics. Dialiine Music Conytructhon Bet v T
|a0¢ ol |iehics cbiet for e i Megamix Master.......£26.99 [l Pro Midl incorface by Microdeal............£149
e the help of First 8 bit, high spec. sampler. Special effects include TechnoScund Turbo... LIB®
S SR Cd;n — B rated echo that ean be added in real time, fully multitasking Tochno Sound Turbo 2. Y

i anuary & 8
: 25 Mhz £45.99 149.99 .Em- fbg_:,tu, y PROGRAM HIHG
Wl ar @ Amos Professional..... ks S— R
13 Mh £53, 3 Personal Paing 4 only £19.9% nod Profes) = i ] ;

e e £8999 |l when purchased witha Tapoyr ©Nly £59.99 ACCELERATORS L sy 6539

L5319

40 Mhz £106.99 £129.99

Davpid 3. ES0R
50 Mhz NIA £137.99 VIPER 68030 TURBO only £159.99 [l e ahcs 49
SCAN N E RS 68030 accelerator running at 28Mhz PUBLI'C DDM&'H Tnp 5ﬂ
sy e i ool AT D Al sean W i ikl fom el Bt
i Mib b;d DRAM Ef{l Mb) | R— £3?-?? Eu?d held scanner with 154 greyscales and up to 800 AD Ao Base Prow L8 PDADO 1) | ik 1.5
PP A P DITIONAL RAM FOR Digh Sal VI ..o oeeereeree {PDADOY | dlabe L1.5
| Mb by 4 ZIPS(1/2 Mb)..........o..... ; only£114.99 VIPER BOARDS D-CopyVE e APDAGO) | cishe £1.5
or £139.99 with OCR software lust add the price of the RAM to the Viper E::E::;;4 I POADNE) ::E:i:i:
)- Alfa Data Alfa Colour Scan gl e 1999 ETrEe L ~{PDAD4E) | disk.£ 1.5
; First Mosls disk 2 PDAOSE) | disk.£1.5
DKB 1202 A 1200 RAM board...... 18 bit scanner with 256K colours Ine colour correction 2 Mb SIMM... s " 95 99 [ Grapevine 17 {-PDAH,;“,:,:_“J,
talees 2 12 bit SIMMs, Has an optional FFU, only £319.99 Relodick 1.3 (POADI ] | disk.L].5
Sea above for prices 4 Mb SIMM...NEWLOW PRICE....£ 139,99 Miondyke AG. {PDADIT) 3 digk 1.7
Kickstart |3 f23.99 [l Power Scanner V4 £119.99 8 Mb SIMM..NEW LOW PRICEL....£269.99 il FirscModsdikc . —(PDAQSS) | disk 1.5
Kickstart 2.04.. : £18.99 :ﬂtMImﬂme:li:df?rbMI Ihll"pl"’"!luh SUPRA 28 ACCELERATOR [l mowas AGHDemo... ::::{:n;m;{m::ﬂfh
Kickstart 2.05 (for use in A600)...£28.99 Bl ¢oeions. pius Clean up, embolden, resize & fip for the AS00/A500+& A |500/20 Magic Workbench Utils..—.....(PDAD I 7) | disk.£1.5
Fatter Agnes B3T21A Colour version only £239.99 i T g et e -
Bn ersion ¥ 18 Mhz, uses AS00 side port so there Is PC Task Emulator ~~(PDADIY) | disk.L 1.5

EPSON GT6500 Colour Flatbed

'DI"II}' £564.50 phane for details

Art Department Pro Scanner S/'W..L109.59
compatible with Epson ES3I00C, ES&00C,
ESBOOC, GT4O00, GTES00 & GTRODD

MICE & TRACKERBALLS

_____ LE129, Alpha Data Mega Mouse so% rating. 290
.......... . opi-£10.99 or £12.99 sor 400 Dpi version

sy I [SONC—— {(PDADLI) | dish.£ 1.5
Spectrurm Emulator version |, 7.(PDAOZT) | disk.£ 1.5

no internal fitting
on"’r E ! 44_99! Spectrum Gamies Dish. - (PDADIE) | disk.L1.5¢
Fit Chix.. (PDAOIDY 2 clisk. 2.2

PRIMAROMSHARERS = [tssat (PDAO3) 3 diak (1.7
This high quality ROM sharer features a flexible ":rlr:fﬁn:.uii'&'ﬁ.":.".._ ""{Pm*zzd“'ﬂﬂ

. ~(PDADIE) | disk-L1.50
ribbon connection so that it can be positioned CD Wars. ”imﬂldhk £1.5i

Super Denise.......coeiremormimnsn X
&571-0316 Keyboard controller.£13.99
CIA 8520A VO controller..............L8.99

"PRIMA CO-PRO & RAM

Realise the full potential of your Al 200 with
this trapdoor ﬂpnnilon Ine real time clock
| MB RAM..

anywhere within your AS00 Plus or A&00. Full 2 First Mods disk 4. oo A POAOSE) | diak £1 5

year replacerment warranty Andys Workbench 3 Utils. ..., POAO3I) | disk.£1.51

nowonly £17.99 or £24.99 Bt Dvetess Birvey

& £ rigin Complex..........

for keyboard switchable version Ray World AGA Demo,
¢ CLUSHELL Help......

(PDAOAN) | disk.L] 5
- {PDADOT) | digk.L .51

A AT : DATALUX CLEAR MOUSE wi e g 3 s ok
FMBEJIHH:COPHD ..... : . igh (= - WAl

1MBEIIMHz COPRO...oerrnn quality chear 2 Button Mouse - o sesessns £19.99 ACCESSORIES CI::::.!I-[H":'::' [f:g::g'!x; :ﬁﬁfﬂ

4 MB & 13 MHz CO PRO. z d T kb " El? qq Clipartd - Food., .. | PDACOH) | disk.£ .54

§MB E3IMHzCO PRO., yOeec § rackball....... AT v Real Time A | 200 internal clock module. . only £13.59 Clipart 5-Food .. ~(POACOS) | dish £ .51

FULL 1 TEAR WARRANTY Aplha Data Trackbail.....£37.99 Mouseljoystick manual port seitcher..._. only £13.99 ::'t:pr:hl;ﬁgwm. ...gsg:gﬂ] : :i::: ;:

FACHET b e =
SUPRA A500 RAM Amiga ASDNSON | 200 Power Supply..cen E30.97 I 1 0 ncn ...Ernnw; I ik ] .51

Amiga 500/500 Phus keyboard. ... ~E45.99
Armiga 500 Plus Motherboard 2999

Benchmark Tests.. ..
3'WaystoStop Smoking..

—(PDA&DIE) | dishe.£ .54
-—(PDADSA) | dishe. £ .50

nm%ﬂ;'mhn-h e sty sopamns port Aats Configue wir

8Mb pop to 1 Mb.. enm— R AMITEC Ariga 500 Plus Case. {1 Clipart 10 pack....... {PDACIS)I0disk | 2.5¢
8Mb pop to 4 Mb.. £159.99 = QUALITY MOUSE MATS..............\\on £3.99 [l ©OROM drivers (Ami)...—..—..{PDACD1) | disk.L1.5¢
BMb pop to 8 Mb.. - L419.99 g I mb3.5 10 CAPACITY DISK BOX... 0.99 [l O ROMBonus Ui PDACDI) | disk.( | 5
[ L= - .
drive 20 CAPACITY DISK BOK.uwcssmsasns s €2.99 [l 5o eiations Sid FORGIE ! Skt B
Features Anti Click, 40 CAP LOCKABLE DISK BOX.....ce £1.99 Drenjay £ runchers PDADAT) | disk.L] 50
AM IGA HEPAI R -‘l’mﬁ Wirus, Sony Mech, 100 CAP LOCKABLE DISK BOX...csiarern £5.49 t:nn-: T mﬂ I auu.n.:;-
st *90 CAP STACKABLE BANX BOX. £9.99 rst Fonts Dk } dlise .2
CENTRE 0"'1" £58.99 *|50 CAP STACKABLE POSSO BOX.. . [17.99 F!-—:qFr.u-ng:kI PDAFOT) | disk.£2.50
*adel 100 dei " ding fust ona Posso or Bas b, First Fonts Dk 3. {PDAFO3) | dish.£2.50
We offer a FREE quatation on pour Amiga or any W thelivery whes parchased with other product or when beying 1
peripheral (manitors, printers eec), A dellvory tariif of Cumanal.5"............ only £56.99 Bl aMicA Asos DUST :nﬁn_: HHHHH e : e LR UTILITIES g
fust £5.001s charged far retuen delivery ""“"::"“T | mieg external drive. The best name in disc drives AMIGA 600 COVER £1.99 e e —— Py
towraom we B A600/1200internal drive............. £49.99 [ 14" MONITOR DUSTCOVER....._........ocor.cn. 699 [ Cruartorback Vi NEW, 5L
i ol dirive. board M Cavers.. Latest version of this Fast & Famous HD b |
s oo e et e
a oF term;: TP oo I AFraA T SLART CABLES ... 8
itariatditoo e A e STD 1.8 METRE AMIGA PRINTER LEAD....(4.99 f;:':f:fmm.  sniimen 0 e iy

MODEM AND NULL MODEM CABLES.....L9.5% Quarterback Tools Deluxe

costof£10.00,

w 'G E N LO C K S- AMIGA CONTROL STATIONS ¥copy Proing, hardware. ...
Allwork s A5000r 1700 VERSION £36.99 YVIDEO AND G
HSE [SViS] [SVIEE] [video 8] [HIE Artiagareent Bancersoors L SHe e

Brilliance 1l paint and animation
Brifliance Pro. paimt snd animation
Drelize Paint 3.
Drelume Paing 4 &
Madoe Path for Vista

hama oNDEmo Now:!
The Professional answer
BEMBLVL......ccrisrinrssssnns £269.99

custom bullt
premises, Wa
will also install any upgrade’software eracoossory from

Al disks are 100% ervor free guarantesd

New High density 3.5 inch bulk and branded

Mehon Magic...— PSSR RN T

our maln sdvert free of charge unless otherwis stated, AT TR iy Please phone for best prices! RPHJ]DCAH'“-E Gz ..ET?.?'S
All Fegairs are covered by a 90 day warranty g Scenary Animator '-'4{!Hbrnqlmd'; 4999

n RAMA 290...cccuenniierrsnnnns £674.99 QT‘I’ Bulk DS/DD | Branded DS/DD Video Creator for CDIL.......... Eﬁé:g

5-Video, and composite mixing, plus far more Vidoo Dirsctor—.......

Tel. 0532 319444

Wisea Fro 3{4Mb required)

: £185.99 30 E£12.99 £14.99 - iy
Miscellaneous Hardware GVP Genlock oniye04.99 50| £20.99 £22.99 ke s bk Ut s e (9 st A, UK
TheSari Lok (gt sl O AP aarsraimiomaiovesoupes [l 100 3799 | ca299 | FRNLEH Neviowmes..
Panavision 5X- l{CDl!.Irllﬂﬂlnwlnw ......... ; Rocgen Plus...........only £164.99 00| £69.99 £79.99 B»:-Itp;dll.ru fonture packed word F.I:Ilﬂ'mr with ;;L:.
:ﬁfﬂ;’ﬁ*ﬁ:?ﬁﬂ? e Inclides dual contral for overlay and keyhole effects, 500| £168.99 £190.99 i*::m'“"‘iﬁ‘; e g fii: ;:
. Al ST " extra RGE pass thru. Check for compatibility. 1000 £324.99 £365.99 : ':“::“ version e
ROC ‘“'"'“"nl xﬁwﬂ"?ﬁr;:m::fim Rendale 8802 FMC..only £164.99 e e

ProPage'v4,._.. S——— L K
Prﬂ?-tgi"‘l'l.’f-F‘rrlﬂrlw! i 15999

Rocgen Rockey............ only £164.99 [ Branded disks come complete with labels P i

For creating special effects in video Disk le!'!--—sﬂu---mm..-..H..mmﬁﬁ.ﬂ Wordworth 2 AGA m-p Ill‘ngSP-adurimrp;';l.:\I”T? L
production with genlocks. W Disk Labels.. 1000.......ccocommeerssecess Wardworth 3 NEWL... LIMITED OFFER......L64.99

rabma vcird B hund drerees, eoparsdabie o BMD oy | S, e PEL L
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Breath life into your

cl AND 3D graphics

Nl doubt you will have been amazed at our Alternative 30 tex-

tures (overlisks give-away. The Soft Alternative is Kindly offer-
ing a cut-price upgrade offer for the complete Alternative 30
Textures Uol 7 packs at this special offer price of just £21.50
lincluding UAT and PEPI

Alternative 3D Textures will add life to both 2D and 3D applications, whether you use
them as backdrops or as textures to wrap around 3D objects for the ultimate in realistic
graphic reproduction.

Applying your Alternative 30 Tentures.

The Alternative 3D Textures are compatible with all 2D and 3D graphic applications,
including Deluxe Paint, Brilliance, Imagine, Real 3D and more.

They can be used to add realistic backgrounds to 2D and 3D artwork or even wrapped
around 3D shapes in order to create natural images that depend on realism. You are lim-
ited only by your imagination.

What you'll receive: ——————

® 12 disks absolutely jammed pack with some of the most stunning images ever compiled,
all compressed in Jpeg format for portability.

® Images to compensate for all occasions Including space, rock, sand, metal, landscapes,
plant life, water, clouds, people and much, much more

® Two versions of the very popular FastJpeg program which will allow you lo view your
images quickly and to the highest quality on Amigas ranging from the A500 to the A4000

Scrollerg order Form

Please send me Alternative 3D Textures Vol 3
(the full product) at £21.50

Dellver to...

MName (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) e L i =1
Addrass . i
- - Daytime Telephone ———— TroE ot

You can order by card on

Postcode

| wish to pay by...

[] Cheque/Postal Order payable to Alternative Image, & Lothair Road, Leicester LE2 70B
Credit Card (Visa/Mastercard)

cerdno, [T T T[T LT JCITTICTTT] Ewvese[ [ ]

Please allow 28 days for delivery
D Tick this box if you do nol wish o recewse promaobional mafanal from other Companies

Amiga Computing

OCTOBER 1994

R




THE MICRO ADVENTURES OF...

" .BY THE TIME | REACHEP
THE SCENE, THE PIscs HAD
BEEN 'RUBRED OUT ...

THERE WAS ONLY ONETHING
T0 DO. CALL SIEEN SOFTWARE’
For EXTRA BACKUF "

BACKUP PRO

X-Backup Pro is the most
powerful disc backup utility
available for the Amiga, BUT
DON'T TAKE OUR WORD FOR

“IT°S UNBEATABLE.”

a veritable bargain at just £39.99°

‘fast. flexible and reliable’

+ £1 postage & packing
THIS PRODUCT MUST NOT BE USED TO INFRINGE COPYRIGHT

A1200 1200 4mb memory expansion with clock
MNew state of the an design.
32 bit wi

£179.99

HARD DISC DRIVES
10mb only £109.99 120mb only £189.99
40mb only £119.99 170mb only £224.99
B0mb only £129.99 258mb only £264 .89
y £149.99 344mb only £299.99

A1200 fitted v
! =

f
2 monthz.
Free fitting service to personal callers

Soundblaster y

The SOUNDBLASTER is a 10 watt sterec amplifier that
comes complete with high quality 3 way speakers, power
supply and FREE STEREC HEADPHONES!

The SOUNDBLASTER adds a new dimension 1o games

playing, imagine stunning stereo sound effects, crystal clear

samples and t tereo tunes. The SOUNDBLASTER

also boosts games playability!

The speakers are powerful 50 watt 3 way units featuring
a 3" woofer, 2° honker and a

£4 4 99 1" tweeter to provide a
5] powerful crisp sound.

WE'VE GOT

o

'Y ¥

t'rafm.r.r.r.rl'n Ll

IT... CUF Amiga Magazine, July 1993

limigga Commprirting, Sepria mber 991

Amiga Compuating '1.|||-|.-.-ru'u-r {993

WHAT YOU NEED

Unlike other disc backup utilities, X-BACKUP PRO is
totally automatic and extremely simple to use. It is fully
compalible with ALL AMIGA computers

® Will backup virtually any disc onlo another disc.

# Full hard disc backup.

* File management facility.

* Optimise, lormals, repairs, verifies.

# |ncludes the ‘AUTOSWITCH CYCLONE

cartridge. Simply plugs into the external disc drive
sockel al the rear of the Amiga, and plug your external
disc drive inlo the back of the CYCLONE cariridge for
unbeatable disc “ackup power, An external disc drive
is required for use with the CYCLONE cartridge. These
are available from us priced £54.99,

FULL MONEY BACK GUARANTEE.

If you can find a more powerful disc backup utility, we
will give you your money back

CYCLONE &
COMPATIBLE &

— R

ey

Order MOW for immediate despatch
Tel. 061 724 7572 Fax 061 724 4893
s 9 Bpm Monday-Friday

[
pied —

al order or credit card details to.-
Siren Software, Wilton House, Bury Rd,
Radcliffe, Manchester M26 9UR England
Gaovernmant, Education and PLC orders walcoma.
g5 include VAT at the curent rate. Postage and packing will
rged at £3.50 per order (U K.}, £7.50 Europe, £12.50 rest of

e that 5 working days must be allowed for chegue
arance. Immediate clearance on Building society chegue or

C
Bank Draht.

OFTWARE

Wilton House,
Bury Rd,
Radcliffe,
Manchester
M26 9UR
England




PICASSO Il s a graphics card with a difference, offer-
ing true retargetable graphics on any Zorro based
Amiga. The Installation ks quick and simple. Just plug in
the card, connect the cables and run a fully automatc
install scrpt. You will then find new Picasse resolutions
available from the standard preferences Screenbodes
program, all useable by OS friendly programs. The new
CHUNKY option offers incradibla speed with a 256
Workbench which is many times faster than AGAI

Picasso Il will intercept any program on it's first run,
allowing you to tests it's compatibility and set your pre-
farred screen choice thereafter. All screens are stored in
Fast RAM, hence removing the 2Mb Chip RAM limita-
tion. Total screen configuration s provided through
PicassoMade, which allows the creation of custom
screens quickly and simply. Picasso Il comes with
TVPaint Junior and drivers for ImageFX, AdPra,
ImageMaster, Real 30 and GIF, IFF, JPEG and MPEG
viewers. Also Included is the MainActor animation pro-
gram, and a TVPaint 2.0 option |5 also available,

PICASSD 11 2Mb £349.95
With TV PAINT 2 £499.95

PABLD is the new Video Encoder option for Picasso I,
It offers the usar iwo additional video poris, one stan-
dard Composite Sync Signal, and one S-VHS (Y-C)
compatible por. All PAL compatible video devices can
be plugged into Pablo, such as a colour TV or a video
recorder. To Genlock, a Time Basa Correcior is
required, There are five resolutions available, these
being 320x256, 320x512, 640x256, 640x512 and
TBEXSTE in all eolour depths including HighColour and
TrueColour! & protective circuit integrated into Pablo
ensures that no modes with more than a 15KHz line fre-
quency can be routed through Pablo so you can safely
switch to higher resolutions for your normal computer
display. Pablo is supplied with all cables/adaptars,
Animation examples and MainActor Frofessional,

PRABLO ENCODER £149.95

MAINACTOR PROFESSIONAL

MainActor Professional is a modular animation package
for the Amiga. it features intelligent caching, so if you
don't have enough RAM you can play animations from
any device i.a. play'edit'create a 400Mb animation on a
2Mb Amiga. With 053.x you will get added speed as
wall as animations in a resizeable, scrollable window
with colours adjusted to screen attributes. Sound sup-
port allows you to associate sound effects fo evary
frame. There are animation loaders for Real-3D, IFF-

Anim3, IFF-Anim.J, Picasso, AV1, GIF, FLI, FLC and DL

There is also an external player, MainView plus lots
more. You can play all your animations directly via the
Picasso || board (which fly in Chunky pixel modal)

MAINACTOR PROFESSIONAL £ 49.95

Empilant is a very special product. It is the only hard-

ware that offars multiple multi-tasking emulations from a

single board, Here are some of the features of Emplant.

3 Corr i with all Zora IWIT Amigs's

s Amiga memovy, Amigal0S devicas, parallelsenal

and Stersc sound capabiities

3 Extensive Video Driver support (ECS/AGA, Picasso Ui,
Piccole, Retina’Z3, Martin, EGS, Opallision, Rainbow Hi,
e ) including 16, 256, 85K & T6.8 millicn colowr dlisplays

2 5051 Support {Hard Désk, Scanners, SyQuest, CL-RC aic.)

MACINTOSH EMULATION

The generic Mac emulation will perform as a Quadra

900 on a 68040 Amiga, and a |lcl on a 68030 Amiga.

All known software runs. The Mac emulation supports

System 6.07.x, Hard drives, AmigaDOS partitions,

Virtual screens, Stereo sound, File transfer, Printers,

Maodems, MIDI, SCSI peripherals, AppleTalk etc. Floppy

support includes Emplant, Amax, [BM 720K/1.44Mb,

Mac B0OK (via AMIA) and 1.44Mb.
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1 EMPLANT ON AN A4000/040 ]

I1BM PC EMULATION
The new IBM module is a frue 4860X compatible emi-
lation, including CPU. MM and FPU. It will support nor-
mal/protected modes and run Windows 3.x, DOS B.x,
0542, application and leisure software.
Speed is dependant upen your Bio: processor and s
gained from a combination of custom lagic, software
and the Amiga! The emulation will offer colour VGA an
AGA machines, and colour SVGA with a supported
graphics card such as Picasso Il SoundBlaster Pro
support is built in too, Please call for availability.

EMPLANT BASIC £299.95
EMPLANT OPTION A (AppleTafk/Sarial ports)  £345.05
EMPLANT OPTION B (5C5! Inferfaca) £340 05
EMPLANT DELUXE (Opticns A and 8] £499.95
EMPLANT IBM MODULE (Cab for avalabifty) £ 59.95
AMIA (AMIGA-MAC INTERFACE ADAPTER)

Alcws the connection of a real 00K Mac drive £ 50.85

DEDUCT

£50.00

WHEN YOU ORDER ANY
EMPLANT BOARD WITH A
PICASSO Il 2Mb CARD!!
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Please try our Free support
BBS : 908 518288 !!!!}

OS 3.1

KICKSTRRET AND WODRXBEHCH 1

" THE FULLY LICENSED COMMODORE 05 3.1 )
RELEASE IS NOW AVAILABLE!

Each pack comprises ROMs), Disk set and English
manuals. The following versions are available :
ASD0, AT500 and AZ2000 £ 84.85
A3000 and A4000 (inc. 30004000Tower) £ 594.95
Update loday and breath new life inta your machine!
2/3000 owners - 256 colour Workbench with Picasso !
Picasso Il 2Mb + O53.1 2000 F419.85
Picasso Il 2Mb + 053.1 34000 £420.05
With the above bundles, you can run all OS friendly
software with 256 colour suppor, and use the new
super-fast 256 colour CHUNKY PIXEL Workbench!

\EEEP YOUR AMIGA UP TO DATE Il

Fhm‘nl.-'-forx |E th& nnlf Kudﬂ.h Imarﬂed Photo-CD
software for the Amiga. With any of the following CD-
ROMs you can incorporate high quality images (and

your own photographs) into DTP and support a host of

CD based soltware. Photo\WorX features includes :
Aows lpading of a8 images (Memory dependart),
Supports all Amiga resolutions (including AGA)
Supports the Picassa |, Reting and EGS boands,
Provides numarous imaga-0rocessing feamuras |
Detail Magnifying, Colour Comections, Mirmor, alc.
Saves in any Amiga IFF file format (16 to 24 bit colour)
Prinis fo all Amiga compatibée printars, including coiour,
Comas compiete with manual and a Photo-CD

PhofoWorX £80.95
With CD-AOM Drive
PhotoWarX + Toshiba XM 4101
PhotoWorX + Mitsumi FX 0010
Full CD-ROM Solutions
For A1500, A2000, A3000 & A4000
PhotoWorX + Toshiba XM 4107 + Oktagon SCSI comtroller
£349.95
PhaotoWork + Mitsurmi FX 0010 + Tandam COADE controlier
£240.05

OO0

£244.95
£184.95

For ABDD & A1200

PhotoWorX + CD1200 contraler + Mitsumi FX 0010
£249.95

X-CALIBUR

L-CALIEUR Iz a uniquely designed accelerator and RAM
expansion piggy back umit for the A4000/040 which does
not use a precious Zomo slot. It has the capacity to hold
on-board 128ME of SIMMS (Standard 72-pin type as found
on the A4000), With it's innovative memory design, the
¥-Callbur out performs the regular A4000/040 memary
access by 400% at 25MHz! This translates to an average of
around B0% and disk access mprovement of 10- 20%. You
can use the actual memory module of the A4000/040
{only Fast RAM) and gain the speed instantly. Faster
upgrades (40MHz and a GB060 version) are planned in the
future. Fitting service available. Fully compatible with
Emplant for a world beating Mac/IBEM emulation anging!

K-CALIBUR £499.95

glit
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BLITTERSOFT. 40 COLLEY HILL, BRADWELL,
t MILTON KEYNES, BUCKS. MK13 9DB
Uf TEL: 0908 220196 FAX : 0908 220196 BBS : 0908 310208
Internet on ; paul @ bsoft.demon.co.uk

PA&P NEXT DAY EB.00 CREDIT CARD ORDERS ATTRACT A 2.5% CHARGE. E&OE
{All goods soid sublect ta cur standard terms, which are svailalis on request. Goods nol ssnt an &
trial basis. Specifications & Prices subject o change withoul rotica. Al trademarks acknowlsdgsd. )




s you can see, the vast majority of

my work is 3D with occasional

adventures into two dimensions for
the odd info screen or multimedia job.

Even during these brief excursions into
20,1 have always done my best to avoid
freehand elements, due to what's best
described as total ineptitude. In fact, even
with my best efforts, stick men invariably end
up unrecognisable.

I'm mentioning this to illustrate the fact
that a lack of physical skills should by no
means be seen as a stumbling block when it
comes to computer art.

Obwiously this won't inspire confidence for
those not consumed with a passion for 30,
However, even in two dimensions there's still
huge scope for what is known as derived art.

In other words importing, manipulating
and compositing real-world imagery to form
a somelimes surreal mixture of photography,
freehand, ray traced and digitised art.

So, if you have the imagination and some
existing skills in other areas — such as pho-
tography and videography = you could easily
combine them with your on-screen talents to
enhance an existing business or open up
new opportunities.

OK, if it's so easy why isn't everybody
doing it. After all, if you don't need any physi-
cal skill it must be a doddie nght? Alas no, as
with every swing there follows the ubiquitous
roundabout.

Although the Amiga can rescue any
would-be artist from the limitations of the
flesh the mental demands remain the same,
and in fact in many cases the creative pres-
sure is even higher than those endured by a
iraditional artist,

The reason being that every computer
artist the world over starts out with

a . "
roughly the same basic skills - com- ;"-’
monly referred to as the machine =

and its software. -
And because computer graphics f"f
rely on such a similar array of tools :ﬂ
— regardless of format — it's
much easier to pro-
duce predictable
results. Your job
is to develop a
style — somathing
which to many
freehand artists
comas naturally.
As computer art

is primarily a mental discipline you can sur-
vive with the hand/eye co-ordination of a
house brick, but if you don't have the eye
and inspiration you're quite literally dead in
the walter.

Mow before the mail bag explores with the
vented spleens of a thousand outraged art
school graduates, it's worth stressing that |
certainly don't consider myself an artist in the
classical sense.

COMMISSIONS

What |, and many others do, is commer-
cial art, there's a very big difference. 1 work
on commissions and therefore don't
have to wait for inspiration to strike. -
All that's required is to tum a con- ')
cept into reality — a process which -.f /
can still be pretty painful.

While we're on the lofty plain
of art and inspiration, it's per-
haps worth stressing that
artistic pretensions rarely
have a place in commer-
cial art. If, while negotiat-
ing a job, you come
across as the | am
an artist..."” type
there's a strong
chance your
career will

(GRAPHICSIIE

be short lived. However, that doesn't mean
you should take what you're given and be
glad of it. In many cases the people commis-
sioning the work will be blissfully unaware of
the potential and perhaps more importantly
the limitations of your paricular field.

For example, jaws often drop at
the sight of relatively
simple chrome

Paul Austin guides you through the
freelancing jungle
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OCTOBER 18

|




Looks great on its own but add some
text and it's just too cluttersd

>
objects resplendent in a sea of reflection.
However, when you point to the Christmas
tree in the comer — complete with a million
individually modelled pine needles — the
response will almost always be; “oh that, yes
it's OK | supposa._..”

The bottom line is to get invelved in the
design stage as soon as possible. As a
result you can guide the client in the best
direction for both parties.

Another point worth mentioning is not to
let the software take over the show. All too
often you see beautiful images ruined by the
latest addition to the software.

No matter whether it's lans flare, motion
blur, depth of field or any one of the hun-
dreds of image processing oplions available
via programs such as ADPro or ImageFX,
always keep your goal clearly defined, *

A classic example of overkill at its best is
the Christmas card image in this very article.
Although this doesn't suffer from new-fea-
ture-itis it does illustrate a very easy mistake
to make.

A slightly more spatial version was com-
missioned for use on the front cover of an ST
magazine. When the final image appeared in
all it's texture-mapped glory | must adrmit |
was fairly pleased - I'd even remembered to
leave space for the CoverDisks = great.

However, when the cover words, flashes
and masthead were added the vast majority
of its appeal was lost. Once all the other

&)

The big pitch

OK, it's time 1o bite the bullet and have a
bash, but how do you get your first job.
Well first you need a portfolio and a place
to send it. Perhaps the best way to achieve
this is to do a couple of freeflow cost jobs in
exchange for a reference.

Assuming you're now armed with the
necessary, you ¢an start sending expen-
sive video tapes or prints through the post
to likely employers. However, beforehand
i's worth daing a fax/mail out with a brief
list of what you offer plus your references
and perhaps an example or two.

Anather excellent way of drumming up
business is to blag your way into shows —
preferably trade. That way you've got your
target audience all in one place and better
still they're all vying for a lead on the oppo-
sition,

When approaching business types it's
useless to walk up brandishing an Amiga
floppy. You'll need either a PC or Mac disk
with the images or animation in a form that
they can slap in their machine and look at
immediately,

In most cases Jpeg will be acceptable,
although it might be worth camying a fow
Pex, Pict or GIF examples just in case.
When it comes to animation, obviously a
video tape is the ideal medium,

However, in some cases animation on
disk may be required. As a result it's worth
learning something about both PC and Mac
animation formats such as Flic and

elements arrived it was simply too cluttered -
and the impact | was being paid for went out
the window...

This is a key point of almost all commer-
cial ant work — you're being paid lo make an
impact, not to impress your peers. Invariably
you're selling something in cne way or
another and it's your job to make the client's
product leap out from the rest. As a result,

T[_

articles can also be
a nice little earner

adding intricate detail and clever technicali-
ties that only a tiny handful of enthusiasts
will appreciate isn't always good business.
At worst they'll confuse the image, and at
best waste your valuable tima.

Obviously with the huge diversity of
Amiga hardware and software, listing the lot
is out of the guestion. As a result we'll con-
centrate on the elements which you'll need
to do business, rather than those which will
actually generate the end results.

Perhaps the most important of all has to
be a fax modem. Thanks to the fax element
you're provided with the essential ability to
both send and receive ideas and proofs of
work in progress.

It also overcomes two of the major stum-
bling blocks when attempting 0 incorporate
Amiga graphics into a business world domi-
nated by the PC and Macintosh,

Firsthy, the modem element can complet-
ely side-step the problem of transporation.
All too often your latest creation will be just

OCTOBER 1994
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As you've probably gathered, the vast
majority of my work revolves around still
images, usually for covers or illustrations
within articles.

The reason being that they are the
most cost-effective method of freelancing
an a part-time basis. Obviously, with a
full time job it's usually impossible to zip
off across the country with a machine
packed with thousands of frames of ani-
mation — all of which need hands-on
attention during transfer to the client.

Thanks to modems, high density flop-
pies and high compression formats such
as Jpeq, it's usually quite straightforward
to transfer even the largest individual
files.

When it comes to file size, | rarely go

below 1024 x 1024 with the vast majority
being 1500 x 1500 or above. At this reso-
lution even American A4 magazines like
Amiga Computing can still reproduce my
work at an expectable resolution

Thanks to Jpeg, even your largest cre-
ations will fit on a high density PC floppy
using the best possible compression ratio.
However, there is a word of warning
conceming Jpeg.

Although it is often a life-saver it doas
have potential dangers. With the pres-
sures on storage inherent with 24-bit art,
it's often tempting to work with Jpeg
images as your standard format.

However, even when using minimum
compression the Jpeg format will intro-
duce unwanted artefacts into the image




Pre-production

Before starting or even agreeing to a job, give yourself some time to think things through. It's all too easy to agree
sStraight off and then dive straight in, only to discover half-way through you've gone about it completely the wrong way.

Once you have a good idea of how to progress, sketch it oul in rough and fax it through to the client for confirmation.
If everyone's happy — and only then — it's time to proceed.

If the job revolves around some specific object, make sure you get hold of some photography of the exact item in
question. Better still try to get hold of the itern itselll Unbelievable as it may seem, I'll guarantee you'll get even simple
objects horribly wrong if you rely on memory alone. And if someone is paying hard cash they'll quite rightly expect
perfection.

In fact, this raises a key point for any freelancer. If you're not a perfectionist by nature you won't last very long. “That
will do” simply doesn't come in to it. As they say, you're only as good as your last job — and if your livelihood depends
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promise. Of course you could always opt for
a colour laser printer — but if you can afford
that sort of expenditure why not, sell up and
move to the Carbbean, you obviously don't
nead the cash anyway.

Finally, it's essential that you invest in
some sort of 24-bit display device. Although
Ham# is great it simply doesn't match-up to
a true 24-bit display.

Basically the choice is yours but it's worth
ensuring that the board and accompanying
painl package you pick has both an alpha
channel and some form of virtual memory.

on it, it better be good.

S50k too big to fit on a PC floppy. But thanks
to the infinite transfer potential of a modem it
wouldn't matter if the file was 5Mb 1o big.

The only limitation is of course the impact
on your phone bill - assuming you can't con-
vince the client to dial into your system that
15.

Secondly, thanks to the format conversion
options offered by the Amiga's huge arsenal
of image processing packages, guite literally
any file type can be delivered direct — again
regardless of file size

Qbviously when it comes to mass file
transfer a modem becomes less atiractive,
however there are alternatives — see anima-
tion box out for more info.

ON-LINE
As for getting on-line you can do as much
or as little as you like. Accounts on

CompuServe, CIX plus a Intemset address
are all very nice, however it's unlikely they'll
be an essential.

As long as your client has a modem — and
the vast majority of companies do — you can
go direct.

Another must is a good printer. In an ideal
world you'd have two. One laser for letters,
fiyers, invoices and other administration plus
a dedicated graphics printer with which to
display your waras at their colourful best.

Obwviously this isn't an ideal or likely situa-
fion, so I'm afraid it's a question of priorities
combined with cash-flow. If you want the
best possible colour output the Primira is the
only serous choice

Thanks to a photo realistic add-on it's
almost like producing chromalins via a repro-

data. You may well have already
noticed this, often appearing as
smudged area or what appear to be
hairline cracks running through
vignettes within the image.

Initially these are indistinguishable
even under microscopic magnification
However, if you continue to edit the
image, repeated saving out using the
Jpeg the situation can get dramatically
worse.

Soon more and more errors will
appear and worst still, those which
already exist can be enhanced. As a
result, whenever possible always work
in none compressed 24-bit format dur-
ing editing and then swap to Jpeg for
tha final output.

The alpha channel is an absolute must
when it comes to blending elements and
>
house. But unfortunately the running cost of
a Pnmira is high, and although excellent for
full eolour images it isn't as impressive
when it comes to black and white
output.

If you're after a compromise of
acceptable running costs, good
colour proofing and quality
black and white output, it
might be worth looking
at the Hewlatt
Packard HP 550C.

Although not
laser quality it
is an excel-
lent com-

The weallh of
packages available
far the Amiga make it
an ideal freelancers

Sketch out your ideas before starting
and set yoursell a firm goal

Getting on board the CD-Rom

explosion via Amiga animation
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touching up finished material. A classic
example of this is the Redzone motorcycle
image which is comprised solely of scanned
images and screen shots all composited
together to form the finished graphic.
Without alpha channel it would be literally
impossible to produce.

Az for virtual memory, this becomeas
invaluable on larger images. If you're only
ever likely to work in video resolutions or
smaller it isn't a problem, However, if you
land a commission to produce a cover
image for a magazine, or in fact anything
that demands very high resolution, it's a
miList,

As you're probably aware, mosl 24-bit
boards have a range of pre-set resolutions.
If you can't scroll or select an area larger
than the maximum touching-up, a final can
be a nightmare and sometimes impossible.

When it comes to animation, you'll find
yourself faced with a whole new collection
of problems and pitfalls, not least of which
is the ability to transfer the end results.

Obviously, if your finances allow, some-

\What you'll need,
what they'll want

Above all else make sure you get a very
clear brief of what is required. In addi-
tion, ensure you're sent a copy of the
agraement on paper beforehand.

Perhaps equally important is to get a
rough idea of how they want the end
result to look, and make sure all the ele-
ments they're likely to add later are
included.

In addition, keep in close contact with
the client with regular updates on your
progress and their requirements. No
matter what, do not stray from the brief.

It's all too easy 1o get carried away and
do what you think is best — remember
the customer is always right, even when
they're horribly wrong!

Once the ball is rolling the most impor-
tant commercial element is time, they'll
be working on a deadline and you'll be
expected to deliver as and when
promised.

it's no use griping about hard drive
failures or whatever else, if you miss
deadlines you're a liability and nothing
more — no matier how impressive the
end results.

The client will also expact the job fo be
complete and ready to run as soon as it
arrives. As a consequence it's well worth
finding out what aspect ratio and resolu-
tion would be the ideal.

if the art guy or gal at the sharp end
can simply flow your creation directly
into a waiting template you'll score
brownie points by the bucket load. If you
keep the workers happy more jobs will
foliow and the management will keep

paying.

Amiga Computing
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Actually getting paid is perhaps one of the
trickiest elements of freelancing. It's not
that most companies won't pay, it's simply
that the money is better accruing interast
in their account than yours. As a result
they'll try to delay payment until the last
possible moment.

However, when dealing with a new
client it's essential that you demand at
least partial payment before starting the
job. Usually it's wise to ask for between
one third and half the total cost.

In cerain cases they'll refuse using the
“i's not company policy line.” Depending

on your desperation, either walk away or
demand a contract beforehand and a guar-
anteed date for payment in full.

If you are forced in to a contractual
agreement, make sure it's clear that you're
to be paid on completion — and not on publi-
cation. If you don't they may simply trash
your hard work at the last minute and refuse
to cough up

Onece you're familiar with a company it's
sometimes good PR to drop the partial pay-
ment policy and join the unwashed masses
in the 30-days-to-pay departmenl. However
if you do, keep a close eye on the wall plan-
ner — not to mention the bank manager.

OK, we discussed how to get paid, but
what still remains is how much. When nego-
tiating a price it's always a gooed idea to
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thing like the PAR — or personal animation
recorder — is the ideal solution, allowing you
to transfer near D1 digital video direct to the
recording system of the clients choice either
via composite, 5-VHS or companent output,

ACCESS

However, if you don't have direct access
to single-frame recording equipment its
worth enquiring if the client has access 10
such facilities. If so, you could take your
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Somatimes
alpha channel
support [s sim-
ply essential
machine to them and download. your files
via a direct serial connection = using
comms software. A slow but often cheaper
alternative.

Ii neither you nor they have a still frame
facility it might be worth contacting a
bureau facility such as Alternative Image —
0533 440041.

They can put your animation o tape tor
you and also produce 35mi transparencies
and prints at reasonable cost. If the PAR

Hard times

Part and parcel of being a freelancer is finding yourself twiddling your thumbs on occasions.
As a result it's essential you try and add as many strings to your bow as possible.

If times are hard take anything that's going, it's much better to be humble than bankrupt —
padchgsmhes.mmﬁmalbarwmt.anwhirngjuﬂtuﬁdaynumumlm next job comes

Another good idea is 1o get yourself a wall planner and attempt to get the work in early and
spread the load a little. W"mnma]ubisinpmgrassﬂ'sduwnthmfnranihamhars.andﬂyuu
dun’tplanpropﬁﬂyrynu‘ﬁatbastemmmmnmhmm do, or at worst miss a deadline.

Once you're au fait with the finer points of a particular subject or software package, why not
atternpt a little freelance journalism. After all, you're selling your skills on screen, why not do
the same in print and how two do's are always nice little eamers.

Ifwuhmmmwedmmgmw.uimammﬂmm music into your work
you could sell your memoirs to a whole host of magazines — even this one.

Although much of the above has revolved around corporale work, it's also worth approach-
ing local user groups, whether they be computer, video or photographic. At worst you'll pick
up a few nickel and dime jobs to tide you aver while also making a lot of what could become

|ucrative contacts.
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open with the classic “well what's your
budgel."

That way the ball's firmly in their court,
and better still you could be amazed how
much some pecple are willing to pay. If the
offer is laughable come back with an
inflated counter offer around the figure you
were oniginally after and see how it goes

Basically common sense is the order of
the day, but don't make the mistake of
undervaluing vourself. If possible work out
a standard hourly rate — plus expenses -
and stay with it

Remember, not many people can do
this sort of work, so sftick to your guns. If
you're up to the mark you'll get what you
deserve, either from them or someone
8lse. Good luck...
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system is something you plan to aspire too
rathar than invest in immediately there is an
alternative. Although not broadcast quality,
& combination of DCTV and Clarissa offers
an excellent and affordable alternative

Better still, it also works very well as a
method of proofing your animations, either
for your own benefit or as a demo of work in
progress for your client.

Thanks to the composite output of the
DCTV, all you need is to plug the output
directly into any home YCR and you have
an instant demo to pop in the post. And bet-
ter still, because Clarissa produces such
smooth playback you're unlikely to under-
mine client confidence.

EXPLOSION

However, having mentioned the video-
graphic uses of animation it's worth stress-
ing there's anothar market that could prove
profitable to the animator. Thanks to the
explosion of CD-Rom there's also a
huge market for intros and other graphic
interludes.

In addition, there's a growing market for
on-line education. Due to the expense and
effort involved in producing and updating
manuals and other traditional learning
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[ue to the expense and effort inuolued in produdng
and updating manuals and other traditional learming
material, many ompanies are tuming 1o graphics.

material, many companies are tumning to
graphics. For example, many enginearing
cOmpanies ara Now using computer ani-
mation to illustrate how to install hardware
— whether it be for the benefit of their engi-
neers or the end user.

Thanks to five seconds animation, the
need for a whole chapter of expensive text
is removed. All the user has to do is watch
the anim spool from a hard disk or floppy
and the mystery is removed.

Chips always go in the right way, nuts
and bolts slide into the appropriale place
and expensive tech suppor is slashed
in & mater of seconds. This type of
work may not be glamorous but
it pays well and usually leads
to regular work.

FACH

Look for freelance opportunities in
every area - from magarzines and
local companies to intro animation
and packaging
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"The best arcade
adventure around. For
once a game that's worth ||
all the hype. Buy it you'll

be hooked.”

Amiga Computing
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In Derbyshire, Nuttmghamshire
and by Mail Order... NATIONWIDE!

Always with speedy delivery!
1W/i/Y BUY FROM HARWOODS? AMIGA MONITORS

Tha best of both Worlds < A Quality Computer
Désplary AND fully fegbared FST High Definkion TV &
Imfrafed, FastTaxt Teleiext, Loop Asrial, Head-
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TURBO MEMORY & ACCELERATORS
FOR A MORE POWERFUL AMIGA

Standard Amiga AS00-500-1500-2000 ]
Standard Amiga V200 1,33
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Even more powerful than Bs predecessor er.hhad. .
alresdy received the coveted Amiga Format Gokd

4hh ALTO-CONFIGURING 3208 FAST RAM 5 piandard fwth an
wuamﬂmwum
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X b el - Full game corpabilty
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BUY ALL 3 MTEMS MARKED" (see right) TOGETHER AND
GET AN EVEN BETTER E.:.nr:-nln £439.95 | w
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VIPER 2Mb (Mo FPU} B?.B!.Bﬂ- !
VIPER 4Mb (Mo FPU) E308.58 Cao-Processor
VIPER BMb (No FPU) B4TB.88 B Board battory backed €l

POWERPC 1202-8 ACCELERATOR/MEMORY BOARDS.... -
Featuring 2 SIMM sockets, battery backed clock, PLEC type FPU socket
PC1202-8, OMb £79.85 PC1202-B, OMb - 66882 20MHz FPU £58.98 -
PCi202-8, 2Mb (NO FPU) £159.85 Pcuuzﬂawq: (NO FPU) £239.95 hl

UPGRATE YOUR AMIGA A1200 TO TODAY'S S i
BEAL STORAGE SPACE. ALL OUR DRIVES ARE IDE {
HARD DRIVES NOT 1.5 AL TERNATIVES!:

sze  85Mb 130Mb 250Mb 340Mb
srer £154.95 £189.95 £269.95 £33495

rren E170.95 £214.85 £294.95 535!951!
mwnmnqwzunnzuav iR ENGINEERS, FOR JUST £25, YOU m.LBFJ.EFrrFm.

i. Speedy colection of your Amiga 2. Fiting by experienced techriciars
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AL TIME 24 BIT COLOUR. The Best Selling Word

Wk

WE'RE EXPECTING A GREAT NEW DIGITISER AT A FRACTION OF THE COST YOU'D EXPECT! P] OCESSOr an d D at(]bﬂsﬂ'
Grab images In 16.7 Million Colours Use &ny Video Source (ie. Video, ’

TV, Sateliite, Video Camera etc.) 512K of Bullt In Memory Can be

used on ALL Amigas with Kickstart 2.04 or higher and 1.5Mb RAM min. tor the A n]] ;_l_ s
Max 24Bit Buffer Res. T36x283 or T36x512 (interlaced) Max Display

Res. up to 1472x512 HAME (on AGA machines) External fitting via

supplied cable (for convenlent desktop location) Colour Co-ordinated

ABS Casing Includes PSU SMT Technology Full Status

S  Confirmation LED's Optional Teletext Decoder available soon

£129.95
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A GRE-U:T RHNGE I:I-' LC'L'.KS- FOR ALL AMIGAS T1'|.|5.T WILL GI'U'E YOou
PROFESSIONAL VIDEQ/COMPUTER EFFECTS - Phane for in-store demanstration.

E-\ideo and Composite Carmpatible. 5-Video and Composite Compatible. =7 o
R ™ incomoralan & Vieo RS S Since its launch. Pen Pal has

b become the most popular
package of its type!

e with ALL ASO0's & AS00 Plus (Please ask
abourt 1500/2000 versions)
1. Plugs into sidecar/expansion slot
2. Speeds up Amiga - up to 4 TIMES NORMAL speed]
3. Throughport for RAMHD Exp. etc.
Amiga MUST have same FAST RAM {anly sto AS00 Plus doeg
mot). Any sidecar oF GVP HDMM fitted is FAST RAM
rormance. 1 29. 05

3

Not surprising when you consider

the array of extensive features at

your fingertips, Combined with its user
friendly simplicity, it was bound to be
a winner!

Amiga Format, when reviewing word

e Coume e e o sl S etk e processors, said there was “little to fault
Preerit & raceive s and daa 2 5 80 144000, Amige cote & e Pen Pal”. Quite a prediction it seems as
rrvmmmﬂh!s:nmlm IJ||WF'I!I|’I3’III!DC‘ESIE—CI ThEy 'SFEIEH:'U“ISII.L in a Ia‘['r l-. Hlllrtl thE"l 1“[‘]“]4“] .(I I. y ..II .“‘.H "".‘"ILII tl .
Trw&m:lnrauualmumxm.pum”rr|'r|;|,-n, Amiga cabie & 3 t'. E -n“"' '" t" . " | “‘
i i modem COMMS v nched. Fax Softwars swallatl Saparaat] bﬁt THE“E f“r I'Ilﬂ'l'lt"}

If you're not already a Pen Pal user. we hope you soon
will be - because at the new lower price of just...

Fax at & seunring 14400 bps or ssnd Dt at an even g e
28800 bps!!! Amiga cabie snd modem to modem ¢
FAX :._I‘h-u v moailable s

E‘FMWME rlﬂul'iﬂ‘u'mrmhahmum transmit & recelve faxes...

. : ! the current Best Seller is hound
5 T u 1 ) PCMCLA A 3 L A
BB FAN Tapdoo UG wen Cock 4205 ! 44001200 POUCA RAM Uporades.. to sell even better!
ABOG TMb RAM Trapdoor Upgrase £30.0E s RAM for Smart Card Skot £1T4.5 |
- Pen Pal is a superh package with immense
sl g power to fulfil all your Word Processing needs
NEW... Amitel 5.5", built thil hagh £62.95 ! . F
frou ok head claring Bt : and... a truly comprehensive Database too! Pen
g Sk b Lo o e e Pal is easy to use though and the extensive 250
(= . " N & g . s b e
Bt o it ¢ o page manual is on hand should you need it

Users frequently tell us that they ve never found
a program they get on with <o well.

NEW... -‘-ITH'I'-H.. H'I-'I-'Il'i. Sony Drive Mecharism with solation Switcn & Thu-Pon
Fully Upgradabls i “AL 1.7Nb" Soec. Bullt-in badk ug hardware - fuily Cycond compatibie

I%ﬁ;?ﬁL:?:T:uu:'“fr;‘DﬂRTVﬂ;:I:MM e sia [ - . I Cpen multiple doi i siemarliames
; 1. 7M. capacity, free ously: search & replace; cut, copy, paste. chook vonr
mm kit . L J spelling with a 110NN+ diefionary : wnai vose favourite
[Tl M Microssstcie MENA BOUSE B 1 T 357 DS DO : TFF/HAM graphics or clip art files i varions azen &
B ] S o o 80 TRERE IS 0 colours; auto flow text around graphics (e ven as vou type);
" L e e oy e Er 'ﬁ! b s : view a full page then position, edic & create grapli
ﬂ zilfﬁf;",‘;;u,;‘s':;:‘r 2550 Pllens Wiz abis _ \ v ilifects; wse the forms desigrer: ALE THES aod moeh
. Mt tetacy’seant TR e : ' more! From the documents on this pags von can see this i
B Cowtin Aniore B i ot e T e R : mer ardinary program!
B e oy e P 5 AT 35 D et G 2 With 32 fields per record 2000 records
, — PR PAL V15 SB8 CALMGARI a1 per database & FAST sort of N0 regonds for fevs than 5
FINAL WRITER al, SAGA £7418 fﬂﬂlfymﬁ;h ML seconds, this is @ REAL database. Mail merge informetion
e e na D g inte the word processer simply and croate semplares for

DELUXE PAINT 4.1 ol ART EXPRESZION -
ol DELUXE PAINT 4 AGA ETAS GE ROUTE +

| visTa PRO 3 26,58 DISK EXPANDER g8 ) 5 ;

I o Ry g i o Remember that just like other SoftWood Products,

REAL 3D CLASSIC 458 DIRECTORY CPUS 4 . e 1}
REAL 30 V2.0 s s Pen Pal comes with free telephone support!

letters, reparts ete. inte which date can be merged g’

| is compatible with anv Amiga - frem the VSO0 ot lntest
- - : A D200 ranges with a minimam of 1 o tree RAM.
. | . - Avaidable frons all pood Amiga software dealio arft W i,
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ablo is designed to unite the two

ends of the spectrum by bringing

video capabilities to the Picasso |l
RTG graphics card. The Picasso |l has a 16
pin expansion plug near the back plate of the
board and it is to here that Pablo connects

Once you have removed the standard
back plate from the Picasso and replaced it
with the one in the Pablo box that has two
extra holes for the Composite and ¥/C out-
puts, it is a simple matier lo screw Pablo to
the Picasso board using the supplied mounts
and screws.

Pablo cerainly comes well-equipped with
connections to the outside world. In addition
to the standard RCA jack cable for composite
signals and ¥/C cable, there are adaptors for
BNC and SCART connections.

There are also five disks containing upd-
ated systemn software for Picasso allowing for
the new video connection, and a copy of the
excellent MainActor animation software along
with some example animations.

The software installation uses
Commodore's Installer and is painless, but
there are two problams with it

Firstly, it doesn't check what revision of the
gystem software you are currently using,
overwriting the newer versions | had down-
loaded the previous evening.

Also, while installing MainActor there are
points when it wants the next disk but it
doesn't tell you what it wants, merely puts up
a "Proceed/Abort Install” message leaving
you guessing what it is waiting for.

Informed Picasso users will no doubt be
aware of the PicassoMode software available
for Picasso. It allows the customisation of
screenmaodes to the user's desires,

To use it, rather than having the standard
38kHz or 57kHz tooltype, you put CUSTOM
in the village.library icon. This then makes
Picasso look for a file in the directory
DEVS:Village corresponding to settings you
have made in PicassoMode, Pablo comes

A worls of

Pablo, Picasso
and their ally,
Main Actor
produce some
eiffective
rasulis

with various monitor modes for PicassoMode
that allow you to use a combination of video
resolutions with monitar resolutions, for
instance, 15838kHz.

Then all non-Amiga resolutions, like 1024 x
768, are routed to your monitor, but ones like
640 x 512 are sent out of Pablo's video oul-
puts. This brings up & serious failing in Pablo

It doasn't come with any averscan settings.
In fact the highest resclution it goes up to for
video is actually 640 x 512 and it is not possi-
ble to create a 768 x 576 screenmode with
PicassoMode

OVERSCAN

| have spoken to Blittersoft, the UK distrib-
utor for Picasso, about this and they say that
Village Tronic are rewriting the screen drivers
to deal with overscan.

This strikes me as a product that has been

(entre of attention

rushed out, especially as the blurb o8
Pablo's box distinctly states that Pablo cas
be used in resolutions up to 768 x 576,

And as this is the case, | can’t recommens
Pablo for video professionals at the moment
In fact, unless this essential problem s
immediately corrected, | don't see Villags
Tronic selling very many Pablo boards.

The bright spark on the horizon IS
MainActor, which comes free with Pablo. §
was fully reviewed in last month's issue o
Amiga Computing, but if you missed that
issue (where wera you?) stand by for the low
dawn. |

MainActor is a piece of software for the
creation of animations. lts use isn't solely
restricted to Picasso as it can be used 19
make normal ANIM-type animations, along
with foreign formats like FLCs and FLIs.

It can also be used as a conversion tool 10
allow you to take animations created on &
PC and transfer them to a native Amiga for
mat or vice versa.

MainActor does have a special formal

or Time-Base Coractor

In order for Pablo to create a signal that can be viewed on a television screen or record-

ed to videotape, it has to be at the correct horizontal scan rate and vertical refresh rate,
For a PAL signal, these settings have to be around 15kHz and 50Hz respectively

Unlike Opalvision, however, Pablo’s output cannot be genlocked unless you have a TBC

This is because Pablo’s output doesn't really count as “computer video out” but as a
separate video signal, just like that from a video camera or recorder, and it thus-needs 1o
have the stabilising influence of a TBC to make sure it syncs with other video equipment

In the past there has always been a gap between graphics cards intended for video
work and ones to aid productivity. Video cards worked only with graphics programs Wil -
ten especially to take advantage of their 24-bit abilities, but they were about as much |
use o Workbench-based programs as a bicycle is to a fish.

On the other hand, the productivity cards, or ATG cards as people like lo call them,
only worked at high scan rates unsuitable for video work.

Amiga Computing
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y ON - - See what happens if you don't pay attention
gk H"ght I.gh‘ts only six months. If it takes Village Tronic six
! months to come up with drivers that work in
- overscan and then you discover a problem
fr:; One more thing. Once | had connected up my Pablo and gone back to using my monitor, with your Pablo that wasn't apparent using
age l with Pablo’s output hooked up to my S-VHS video deck, | noticed thal normal Amiga 1o DI TS, W PV 3 T0iNg TapEAne
| screens were of the ususal brightness on my NEC 4FG. your board? FAC
s ey i ok haar S g e g v ey DG S
l ness. Now were a lot &r al a L} ing with my control, -
2',:: f wondering if Pablo was worth all this hassle considering it didn't even output o the resolu- 5I||5[Em EEEE"IIH[S
that tions | desired. RED = Ezssential  BLACK = Racommandad
iow 1 Then, tuming in desperation to the manual, | discovered that there were three jumpers b
| on the Pablo. | had noticed them when | was installing my board, but as the manual's kL TR
the | description of the installation process made no mention of them, | had paid them no further Z H [ :j-[ ﬁ i
lely ! attention. Well, referring to the last-but-one page in the manual | ascertained that removing e o e
i B fthese three jumpers would result in a much brghter image through Picasso, but it warmed mz'?lr:‘r';d V:ﬂﬂgi?:;f Hard drive
ong me to have both the Pablo and Picasso outputs active to prevent overloading. " °q
' Since | aiways intended to have both Y/C and monitor output, | would have set these !
ito | lumpers accordingly at the time of installation had I but known. b -
na | The bottom line
for- on the MainActor screen or on their own Product: Pablo
SCreen. P
mat Up o five animations can be loaded at S]i’p{”“e" Blittersont
any time, and if you don't have anough ram el. GQ{JB‘ 220196
g to hold an animation in memory, MainActor Price: £150
rd- does a very respectable job of playing it
"- back directly from your hard disk Easeofuse 9
iy The manual states that the version of Implementation__ 2
3C MainActor that comes with Pabilo is the full Value formoney__ 9
version, but you still get the annoying Overall 8
8 requesters saying "Pay the fea!” until you
!o return your registration card, and Village
. i Tronic then send you back your keyfile to
rit- Beliusted walng the kaybosrd This is a good idea in principle but | rec-
L ommend that animators get their Pablos
, specifically for Picasso owners in the shape long betora they need 1o do any work, as it
m. 1% of the mundanely-named “Picassa” format. seams to take Village Tronic an absolute
Animations in this format can be 24-bit, 16-bit age to send out the keyfile in question
e or B-bit, with MainActor automatically dither- (well in excess of the normal 28 days for

As Pablo meets Picasso,
a new face in video
graphics will evolve.

art

(GRAPHICSHS

Franks ford explains all

ng 24-bit frames 1o 16-bit if desired.

File sizes aren't overlarge considering the
amount of data that must be contained in
gach frame for full 24-bit animation, and each
frame can have a different timecode, letting
you sei pauses within an animation without
having to increase the framecount.

MainActor also has the ability to add sound
o any animation in the form of IFF samples
and can display animations in a window

delivery in at least one circumstance | am
aware of),

If you really cant wait or you want a full
copy of MainActor right now and will settle
for a black border around your animatons,
then go right ahead and buy one, you won't
be disappointed in the quality of the video
output,

A last, and somewhat disquieting obser-
vation, however; the warranty for Pablo is

Amiga Computing
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UNTIL DAY OF DESPATCH ™~ Wi I Fyrn S= N &9  GIVEAWAYS WHEN YOU
AMACO?/5C, UNIT 3, CROSS KEYS SHOPPING MALL, ST NEOTS, CAMBRIDGESHIRE, PE19 2AL. m ;IOH 'lﬂ
TELEPHONE ORDER LINE: 0908 379550 FAX: 0908 277142

AMIGA TITLES T O P 5 O AMIGA TITLES

FRONTIER
(ELITE 2)

£19.99
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FODDER  § STEEL SKY
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*FREE*FREE® WHEN YOU SPEND £30 OR MORE ON AMIGA GAMES YOU RECEIVE A FREE GAME AND MOUSEMAT *FREE*FREE®
l"'lll'"lﬁ €D32 TITLES EDUCATIONAL
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BOSROESONI COWER CF i e e i ki gity MRSH (NS ((INORIEAONG 7, 0149 MORORBNCH..____ £16 9
SELE PN | W HiE EANSE t £l ﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁ"“‘ﬁ'ﬁ m;m__‘r::: mﬁm....ﬁ: m .............. gi: R foge ADVMADE(ITY.. . £169F AMCROGERMAN ... £14%9
il e~ S
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: : ENGNE........ 1779 WPDSSME MSHON L1957 UVEEPOCY FOOTRAL £ ML ENH VOITAGE ...... fL) SR 1l
HOME MO g COERNALDSDE e ORI I MG P p— 0SS S NDUESROT__.CloH WEDAP ST L m;ﬁ t.::: ﬁ?ﬁmﬂ i.:;
CNOWOSS I WD ACCCESSON £179%  100 000 D K T | L R A B e o plo=——wa | ety A0 SYNGRAOLY. . . %
WE WILL MATCH l'ltll:lll l NEVER BEEN BEATEN!! THY “’l I
Please cﬁarga my AECESS}"F!.HJ No: 0000 0000 0000 0000 1 P,easg makﬂ ,ch.'.qu!s & PO's
I L]
ORDER FORM it &2 Im Expiry Date: 0 / 00 ! payable to:
F’“" "upph‘me m'h‘ 'he—i;‘l_hm"g hr‘ DAIE: LR R R R R R RN l uI Elml‘ Is{‘u“ia'
NAME: I CROSS KEYS SHOPPING MAL ST. NEOTS,
Cnmpul'er: ............................................................... P R | CAMBRIDGESHIRE. PE19 2AU
e ADDRESS: 1 ! :
EHH Pr .................“.....................................l POST AND PACKING
1 UK MAINLAND = FREE

1 EEC = £2.00 PER ITEM
serssssssssssassssrssssssrsatsssrstssttssttrsartnssarnaies | NON EEC = £4.50 PER ITEM
POST CODE i "FOR CUSTOMERS PEACE OF MIND ALL PARCELS ARE SENT

i OUT RECORDED DELIVERY™
POST & PACKING I e R Pt C e ke s e ¥em oo e S Cot vt i) ALL TERMS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY.
Tﬂ'M[ ; = D) coarmn B By T B 0 ] mcmfipg?:zinsrnu;ﬂwmtmwm
M]Jﬁ.ﬂl .G'lﬂﬂg.ﬁ"] ﬁfugfj.}w.ﬂﬂﬂ ﬁ-ﬂ i "SOME GAMES MAY MOT BE RELEASED :

I
I
1
I
i
|
I
i
|
i T T L T Ty
|
I
I
I
I
I
L AT TIME OF GOING TD PRESS.

S — e e e T e T k"o o, s e e e T P

S g T R B ] 1 ST e e e e e T T e~ R 2 T



| S

- E{ T-"_'ffr ble in 3D, be it as a hobby or a way

he ammy of Amiga users who dab-

W to pay the bills, have always known
that getting just the right texture can be the
difference between a decent image and a
good one

They've also known the frustration of ren-
dering for hours just to try out a small
change, a process which can test any users
sanity.

With Apex Soitware's Forge, a dedicated
texture previewer and visualiser, all that s set
to change. Forge is bundled with the |
Essence |l procedural textures for Imagine |-
aD, and the image maps it produces can be
used with any package.

At heart it is a simple program with a
down-to-earth workaday job, but in productiv-
ity terms Forge is about the best thing since
tha maths co-processor.

Opening on a clean, no nonsense inter-
face, Forge offers a quarter screen preview
window of the textures being worked on, a
variety of controls for lighting and shading
preferences, and a full set of sliders to control
texiure attributes.

The preview window can be set to display
one side of a cube (front, side, or top), or one
of three views of a sphere so that the user
can form a better idea of how the finished
itern will appear.

In addition, one can also tell Forge to dis-
play and render a spherical map, cylindrical
map, or a planar repeating map. In other
words, the program can automatically calcu-
late the way an image is stretched when
wrapped around a sphere or cylindar, and will
compensate so that when the map Is ren-
dered it fits snugly around its parent object

The repeating maps, designed to lile with-
out the seams showing, are less useful, and
the program sometimes produces results
which dan't tile well at all.

As Essence textures are what is known as
“procedural” (they use complex maths rather
than bitmaps to create images), Forge has to
use an aspect ratio of at least 2:1, somatimes
more, to create a map that will tile properly,
and at these ratios some of the textures
begin to look a bit stretched.

It is also easy to produce an image which
tiles seamlessly in one direction but not
anather — something | found with the default
flagstones texture.

A few minutes of fiddling can usually sort
the tiling problem out though, and because
using an image map rather than a procedural
texture saves a lot of rendering time, perse-
verance is well rewarded. : '

Imagine's lextures,
Essence I, result in superb quality images,

Essence |l isn't new, but it is still the best collection of
procedural textures you're likely to find outside a Silicon
Graphics workstation.

Essence || version 3.0, the version supplied with
Forge, has been improved slightly in terms of rendering
gpeed (the authors claim ten per cent), and there are
now a set of 68040 optimised textures for users of the
faster processor.

In total, Essence comprises of dozens of textures and
literally hundreds of attribute files (surfaces to Yyou
Lightwave users) which use one or more textures to

augmented by i

Digital

but the program can be slowed almost to a
halt by the maths involved in the textures, let

———— JlI textures

an be slower than

—— 3 snail on @ hot day
— Stouie Hennedy tests Forge

— and discovers a salt-free way
—————— {g speed them up

alone any complicated objects in the scene.

If you have enough memory (4Mb RAM
should be considerad a minimum), it is possi-
ble to use Forge to create 24-bit image maps
and use them rather than the onginal texture.
In this way, the Essence textures can be
used, in bitmap form at least, with any pack-
age and at a much improved speed

Unfortunately, Forge really only works with

produce everything from rain to spaceship hulls and gas
planets. In use they can be very slow at times, particu-
larly those which make heavy use of bump mapping. but
the results can be stunning, and no Imagine image nead
ever look the same again once you have a copy of
Essence.

Forge makes the perfect partiner to Essence in that
users now have the opportunity to use textures within
Imagine or to quickly render a bitmap and use thal
instead. This results in a superb coupling of speed and
flencibility
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the two volumes of Essence || texiures sup-
plied with the package. It will recognise
Imagine 3.0 textures and attempt to load
them, but the rendered results are rather
grotty to say the least.

Essence |l contains enough textures that
this isn't a big blow, but had the program the
ability to load all Imagine textures it would
have been more useful.

All this talk of rendering and creating
image maps is great if you own a package
other than Imagine and you're dying o get
your hands on those Essence textures, but
Imagine users themselves will probably be
as interested in Forge's preview facility

The quarter screen preview window dis-
plays a dithered 18 colour hi-res interlace
image (256 colors are supported for users of
AGA, Picasso, OpalVision, or EGS displays)
which is updated in real time as the user
messes around with texture settings, and this
is invaluable

Half a dozen passes are made before the
window completely updates, with more detall
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Rendering oplions include
rurmber of frames, Six
levels of anti-aliasing, four
output formats, and an
astimale of time reguired

added every time. However, for large global
changas, such as changing the size of the
flagstones in our earlier example, the first
couple of passes will show enough detail that
the user can more or less choose the correct

setfing in real time.

As this method replaces the traditional
change one tiny value then wait three min-
utes for a guick render, Forge could justify its
asking price (to Imagine users) on this score
alone.

FEATURES

Previews are aided by a number of fea-
tures which, though unglamorous, are very
useful. The preview window itself is controlled
either by its re-sizing gadget or by the tow of
buttons found below it

Of these, there are two 10 double or halve
the size of the window, ReSpect to force the
window to adopt the same aspect ratio as the
fimshed image, MaxSpect to show the whole
image in its largest size (dependant on

This sort of texture would take an age to
render in Imagine, but Forge will preview
changes o it in seconds

tesy of Essence,
spherical map rendered by
Forge, final image by Lightwave, Phew!

aspect ratio), and MaxSize to boost the win-
dow to its bignest possible size

Below these buttons, a box shows the size
of the current preview window compared to
the whole image, and users can drag this box
to any part of the image.

In addition, there are slider controls for
zooming in and attering light intensities, and
as light direction can be set from the drop-
down menus it should be possible to accu-
rately preview a texture in almost any
conditions.

Animation previews can also be created
and the final animation rendered from within
Forge, thanks to a couple of claver features.
Setting start and end frames is as easy as
clicking on the buttons in the middle of the
Forge screen, and changes can be made
gither to both at once or just one of them.

Crealing a raindrops animation using the
Essence || raindrops texture is then a simple
matter of loading the texture, setting its built-
in-time variable to one second on the last
frama, then rendering 25 framas in
SBOUENCcE.

The preview itself comes in the form of a
storyboard view, which can force the nommal
window to show up to 25 shrunken images at
once. When this view is selected, a small pre-
view box appears below the window, and
clicking in it staris the animation.

Mothing could be simpler, and though it
can be tricky to sea any changes in the tiny
amim box, this 1s shll many times better than

The preview here shows a apherical
map in the process of being
completed lor use in another package

(GRAPHICS]
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Jargon buster

taxture — a generic term for any process or image applied 1o a |
surface with the intention of altering its appearance.,

procedural texture — a texture (in fact a small program) which I
has a number of built in variables the user can set 1o achieve E
limitless variety in the finished appearance. l

Procedural textures produce very clean 3D effects, but |
because of the maths involved they can be very slow to render. |
Their prime advantages are memory efficiency and flexibility. '
image map — a lexture formed by taking an existing image and f
“mapping” it onto the target object. Image maps render very |
quickly, but are fairly inflexible and use pracious memary. |

Forge can be used to create image maps from any Essence I |
procedural texture, thus speeding up rendering while retaining a |
degree of flexibility.

tiling — the practice of taking a small image map and tiling or
repeating it across a large surface. This process saves memory |

| because the image map is kept as small as possible, but is only '

suitable for images which follow a pattem of sorts.

spherical map - a map designed specifically to wrap around a |
sphere, thus avoiding the usual squashing effect around the |
poles. A good example of this would be the strangely shaped |
planet Earth maps often found in atlases. Forge can automati- |
cally take care of pole sguashing when creating spherical maps. |

attermpting the same job in Imagine.

Forge will make a good guess at the time
each frame is going to take to render, so if
you are generaling a series of large images
for use as a sequential image map, the pro-
gram will even tell you when it would be a
good idea to nip off for a cuppa. Isn't that
nice’?

Without a doubt, Forge is well worth buying
and virtually unmissable for Imagine owners.
The speed and ease with which one can
experiment not only boosts productivity but
encourages whacky combinations of textures
{up to ning can ba used at once) and prods
the user on towards creating new looks.

Lightwave and Real 3D owners won't have
quite as much use for Forge, but even these
users would be crazy not to give it a quick

test run. LT
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BLIZZARD 1230-ll TURBO
Two Standard SIMM Slots, Clock, [‘-I|![|-.1|1L.|
68882 FPU And SCSI Port, No RAM fitted
WITH 40MHz EC030, No MMU E 225,
40MHz EC030 & 33MHz FPU £ 275
40MHz EC030 & 50MHz FPU £ 325 |
50MHz 68030 and MMU £289
50MHz 68030 & 33MHz FPU £ 349
. 50MHz 68030 & 50MHz FPU £ 399
BLIZZARD SCSI-ll I/F for 1230-1l £ 79

GVP A1230 Performance Series |

Two SIMM Slots (GVP's 4 or 16Mb only),
Clock, Optional 68832 FPL And SCSI Port

WITH 40MHz EC030,0Mb RAM £ 225
40MHz EC030,4Mb RAM  £419 |
40MHz EC030,4Mb RAM

and 40MHz 68882 FPU  £519
50MHz 030,0Mb RAM £ 295 |
50MHz 030,4Mb RAM £ 489
50MHz 030,4Mb RAM
and 50MHz 68882 FPU £ 589
| GVP A1291 SCSI I/F for A12301l £ 59|

' A2000 ACCELERATORS

GVP G-FORCE 40MHz 68EC030 +
882, 4MB 32-Bit RAM + SCSI Port £ 685

GVP G-FORCE 33MHz 68040 +

BLIZZARD 4030 TURBO 50MHz 68030 +
MMU, Opt. FPU (For A3000/4000)
Available with 50MHz 68882 FPU for £ 369

CYBERSTORM 040/40MHz 68040 + 32-Bit
RAM, Opt. SCSI-II (For A4000 range) £ 899
GVP G-FORCE 40MHz 68040 + 4Mb

32Bit RAM (Exp. 128Mb), Optional SCSI-II

White Knight Technology

THE PROFESSIONAL

AMIGA SPECIALISTS
SUPPORTING SERIOUS USERS

PO BOX 2395, WALTHAM CROSS, HERTS, EN8 7THQ

' A1200 ACCELERATORS B HARD |
|

ROYTORI 0% i 47 |

ICALL FOR PRICES AND AVMIBLI'T?| ‘

|4_ME RAM, SCSI Ser & Par Ports EBTE | |
' A4000 ACCELERATORS

£259 | |

DMA Controller (For ABDUUMDGG} £989

AMIGA 1200HD

_ ADD £50 FOR INNOVATIONS PACK

A1200 + 85 MB Hard Drive £ 445
A1200 + 127 MB Hard Drive £ 489 |
A1200 + 200 MB Hard Drive £ 519
A1200 + 340 MB Hard Drive £ 689

E & OE

DI0894

T 0992 - 714539

FAX 10am - 7pm Monday - Friday

~ DRIVES

OVERDRIVE
35 for A1zo00

170Mb - £ 269

The 040-Tower has both an MMU and FPU | | 250Mb - ¢ 289
It has 2 video slots and both SCSI-II & IDE |
3 40Mb - £ 329

ALL AMIGA 4000 MODELS ARE N
VERY SHORT SUPPLY - PLEASE Bare SCS|
290 MB SCSI 3.5" £ 279 |

340 MB SCSI 35" £ 319
545 MB SCSI2 3.5" £ 449
1.0GB SCSI2 3.5" £ 689
| 2.1GBSCSI2 3.5" £1179

9 GB SCSI25.25" £3849

AMIGA 4000

PC/LYV The EC-030 has no MMU or FPU |
L C LAY The LC-040 has an MMU but no FPU

A4000 IDE
340 MB IDE 35"  £219
| 420 MBIDE 35"  £249
| 540 MBIDE 35" £319
Please Call For A Full Brochure 1.0GB IDE3.5" £649
' HARD DRIVE
' CONTROLLERS

' NEW PRODUCTS

LIGHTWAVE 3D

V3.5
FROM NEWTEK

THE OFFICIAL UK PAL VERSION
(w&ﬂlﬂéﬂml

| Special Introductory Price g

GVP HC8 / A4008 SCSI +
RAM A2000 & 4000 £129

I | FASTLANE £3

SCSI-Il + Upto 256Mb
32-Bit RAM For the A4000 |

Now Only E 299

| SREAGATR
BARRACUDAJ

The Fastest SCSI-2 ‘
| Drive ( 5.8 Mb/'s Sustained |

| CD32 COMPATIBLE CD-ROM |

l DRIVE FOR THE AMIGA 1200 | | 2.1Gb £ 1449
THE "OVERDRIVE CD" RUNS 80%+ OF CD32 | 4 3Gb £ 2149
' SOFTWARE, DISPLAYS PHOTO CD’s AND E
| ALSO PLAYS AUDIO CD's (Fits PCMCIA Slct} || MEMORY
| oniy £195 SIMM'S
| 32MB SIMM-32 £ 1299
| 16MB SIMM-32 £ 649
8MB SIMM-32 £ 325
. AMB SIMM-32 £ 160
2MB SIMM-32 £ BS
Manual set with 6 disks, ROM(s), and instructions SEEEETET=ECIINIE TR S
A500/500+/1500/2000 GVP SIMM-32's
4MB £ 195
A3000/3000T/4000 | 16MB ¢ 985
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(Multi-sync, 0.31dot pitch, Digital Memory)

REMOVABLE DRIVES

"“THE BOX 150" BERNOULLI By IOMEGA

' 150MB SCSI-2 INTERNAL DRIVE £ 485
| 150MB SCSI-2 EXTERNAL DRIVE £ 555
j 15nMB HEMOVAELE CAF{THIDGE £ 95

MAGNETO OPTICAL DRIVES |

| FUJITSU 128MB SCSI INTERNAL £ 659 |
FUJITSU 128MB SCSI EXTERNAL. £ 799 |

FUJITSU 230MB SCSI INTERNAL £ 819 |
FUJITSU 230MB SCSI EXTERNAL £ 959 |
BOX OF 5 128MB MO DISKS £149
BOX OF 5 230MB MO DISKS £ 249

DAT TAPE BACKUP

CONNOR SCSI DAT - 2Gb, Ext.
CONNOR SCSI DAT - 4Gb, Ext.

CD ROM DRIVES
TOSHIBA XM4101B SCSI-2 (Int.), Twin
Speed, Multi-Session (Tray Load) £219

TOSHIBA XM4101B SCSI-2 (Ext.),Twin
Speed, Multi-Session (Tray Load) £279

TOSHIBA XM3401B SCSI-2 T/Speed
Int., MS, Fast Access (Caddy Load) E 279

£1029|
£1109

TOSHIBA XM3401B SCSI-2 T/Speed

SOFTWARE

LIGHTWAVE 3D (UK PAL v3.5) £ 449
REAL 3D V2 New Price £ 339
ART DEPT. PRO. V25 £149
BRILLIANCE 1 To Clear £ 69
BARS & PIPES PRO V2.5 £ 215
MEDIA POINT V3.28 £ 229
TVPAINT 2 (Picasso / Retina / Harlequin / EGS) £ 179
SCALA MULTIMEDIA 210 (AGA) E£145
SCALA MULTIMEDIA 300 (AGA) £299
SCALA MM 300 + ECHO 100 £ 389
SCALA ECHO 100 Edit Controller £ 139
PRO CONTROL

(To Clear)

MORPH PLUS

Other Pr I|.

" MONITORS

PHILIPS CM8833-ll 14" PAL RGB, Y/C & |
Composite Input (0.38 dot pitch, Stereo) £ 239
MICROVITEC CUB-SCAN 1438 14"
{(Multi-sync, 0.28 dot pitch, No Sound) £ 295
MICROVITEC AUTOSCAN 2038 20"
£1175 |

CPU's & FPU's

68881 20MHz PGA £ 29 68882 25MHz PGA £ 49
GBBBZ 33MHz PGA E B9 68882 50MHz PGA £ 119
68882 26MHz PLCC - For A4000/030 etc. £ 69
68882 33MHz PLCC - For A4000/030 etc. £ 89
68882 40MHz PLCC - For A4000/030 atc. £119
68040 25MHz - For Upgrading A4000-LC040 £ 165
68030 25MHz with MMU (PGA Style) £ 59
68030 33MHz with MMU (PGA Style) £ 99

68030 50MHz with MMU (PGA Style) €128

|
.'JRNC.S ALSO A\*'AIL.AB-H

This Zorro 11l card performs the major functions of a
Bmadcast E.‘Iualit".,'. Dn-Line. Mon-Linear, Digital
fid .’Flr’f' 20 x 576 resolution) . It
ME, FU LI_ AOTION JPEG (50
apture & Compression, direct to
1 then be
1 REAL-TIME. at 50
t quality - direct to videc
poard has r_|I| LTC and VITC
g, both read & write (on all conneclors -
site, ¥/C and YUV). It also interfaces with
D516 Studio 16, 8 track stereo audio card from
ndustries to enable simultaneous audio
s an Amiga 4000 or

'-‘I'-"||I|

a large SCSI-2
CSl-2 hard drive controller
Amiga 4000-030 (2 +8Mb, 1.0Gb HD)
Digital Broadcaster 32 {Zorro 1T Card)
MediaFlex Producer (Editing Software)
Warp Engine _H\.IIIJ 140 with SCSI-11
ol .II Fast SCS1-2 3.5" HD (For Video)
Sunnze AD316 /7 Siudio 16 { Audo Card)
Cub-5Scan 1438 Monitor { For
Sharp 14" TV / Monitor (For Video)
Image Processing Software (ADPRO)
system Configuration & Testing
GIVING FULL, BROADCAST (Beta SP) QUALITY,
ON-LINE, NON-LINEAR, VIDEO EDITING !
FOR FURTHER DETAILS, PLEASE CALL

Amiga)

VIDEO SUITE

£ 379
£ B879
Due Late 1994

MAIN BOARD (V.2)
VIDEO PROCESSOR

(For ADPRO) £ 65 |
ASIM CD-ROM FILESYSTEM (V2) £ 55 |
| GIGAMEM
QUARTERBACK TOOLS DELUXE £ 79 |
£ 149/

siond il Software Available On Request |

£ 45 |

TBC card with
transcoding PAL/SECAM/NTSC etc.
FRAMEBUFFER RAM for GVP TBC+
COMB FILTER for GVP TBC+

£ 685
£ 195
£ 69

24-Bit Zorro Il / Il EGS Retargettable Graphics Card
SPECTRUM With 2Mb VRAM £ 345

External Composite &
S5-VHS / Hi8 u ||t ':S W Controlle L"

(NEW Lower F’rlce‘.i
With 4Mb Vram/double buffered £1149

Real-time Hi8 digitiser card £ 349

Single I-r ime controller E 349

Z3 24Bit Zorro lli card, 1IMb £ 469
Z3 24Bit Zorro Il card, 4Mb £ 619

DISPLAY CARD 2Mb £ 375
DISPLAY CARD 4Mb E 435

RTG Gdrd With 2Mb UF{AM
plied w 'VPai £ 339

with Workbench & Kickstart 3.1

0) £ 409 (A | € 419

| EDIT CONTROLLER

KRP TES20

Amiga Based System Using
“*Bumed In" Timecode. Controls
Upto 4 Machines. RCTC/SMPTE
Timecode. GPI Trigger. LANG /
Panasonic / RS232. Shot Lists,
F'nces Frnm £ 499

i_ !

EPSDN GT-6500 A4,
| 24-Bit Colour with ASDG
| Software & Cable £ EQQ

MIC RS?(BOTJL'S
: E_:;_pan&ion for CD-!'M £195 _

WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE
TO BUILD A COMPLETE
SYSTEM FOR YOUR
APPLICATION - PLEASE
CALL TO DISCUSS YOUR
REQUIREMENTS

SPECIALISTS

WE KNOW ABOUT THE
PRODUCTS THAT WE SELL,
AND ARE MORE THAN
HAFPPY TO ADVISE YOU.

SERVICE

FOR A PERSONAL SERVICE,|
AMND AFTER-SALES BACKUP |
THAT IS SECOND TO NONE, |
~ LOOK NO FURTHER |

DELIVERY EI-MREES‘

Express Small Eﬁ
Medium £ 7

Fﬂr ! 1|gr_ items, ple ase ¢ -!EI

SURE'MHEE

If ordering with ACCESS or VISA
there is a 2.5% surcharge.
Mo surcharge for DELTA,

CONNECT or SWITCH.

HOWTO ORDE

HAVE YOUR DEBIT OR
CREDIT CARD DETAILS AT
HAMND, AND CALL :-

0992 7 1453'3

10-7 Filf;‘r}

Closed Saturda;r + Sundaﬂ

Monda

| CALL FIFIT TO VERIFY '
PH} AVAILIBILITY, |

BEFORE SENDING YOUR |

"WHITE KNIGHT |
TECHNOLOGY",

P.O. BOX 2395,
WALTHAM CROSS,
| HERTS. EN8 7HQ




[lReview

ommodore seamed to have got it
right for oncg.
A CD-ROM drive that 1200 own-

ars could slip in to their Amigas and run
OD32 software and applications. Than, the
immediate outburst of enthusiasm began to
give way to nagging doubts and, worse
still, negative comments from the head of
Commodore UK, David Pleasance.

While the CD1200 drive boasts the same
planar chip that can be found inside the
CDAa2, there was no option to install Mpeq.

Secondly, the trapdoor connector on the
1200 is used to house Commodore’s CD-
ROM instead of the PCMCIA port, which
means that no matter how hard you try,
there's mo room in the future for upgrades
via the use of memory expansions and
accelerator cards.

The eagerness for the golden child of
peripherals has subdued somewhat with
the list of cons. Enter the independent
developers — this month sees the release
of the Zappo CD-ROM drive

Available well before the official
Commodore version, the machine stands
an extremely attractive chance of hammer-
ing the official version into the ground. |s
the Akiko chip important enough to make
1200 owner's itchy fingers wait any longer?

The Zappo CD-ROM drive seems 1o
have everything going for it. Once brought
out of its box displaying a relatively eye-
pleasing design, making you feel like your
money has been weall spent, it's immediat-
ely noticeable, scanning the albeit briet
instructions, that the drive plugs straight
into the PCMCIA port. This means that the
trapdoor connector s free 1o do with what
you will.

The drive itself is a double-speed
Mitsumi FX001D that offers a transfer rate
of nearly 300K, making it an equal match to
the Sony drives found inside the CD32 and
CD1200. Instead of the toilet seat pull-up
lids of the latter, the Zappo has a front
loading, retractable tray.

The hardware recognises the ISO9660
and was able to read a Mac CD, where as
a standard PC drive couldn't. Impressive
indead.

Provided in the packaging is the connec-
tor cable, external power pack for the CD

Music to your ears... and

Also provided as part of the software are iwo handy
utilities to add extra value for money lo the package.
The Photo CD displayer allows the use of Kodak pic-
tures that can be downloaded inio the Amiga and
then saved out in to the hard drive or on to floppy.

The audio player is very similar to the CD32's.
Slap in a disk and then select which track you want
to play. The usual array of shuffle, pre-program and
other features are present to provide an all-round
and highly useful piece of software. The only real
downside is that the player can be a little unrespon-
sive at times, but it's nothing to hinder a potential
purchase decision.

Another handy option, due to the way in which the
sound leads are set up, allows the user lo leave

The éappo (0-ROM
drive lookss set to
steal the (01c00's
thunder. (an it succeed

without the Akiko chip?
Adam FPhillips reviews
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unit itself and a floppy disk worth its weight
in gold. To launch yourself straight in to the
delights of CD-based software, after con-
necting the drive simply slide the floppy in
and turn the computer on

By keeping the left-hand mouse button

tracks playing while busying onesell with
Wordsworth or ADpro. This is possible due to the
Amiga audio signals and the 16-bit CD sound being
fed via two phono leads (not provided) in to the
Zappo drive.

Take one of them away and, with some CD games,
you'll end up with only half the sound effects -
Chaos Engine plays the intro sound directly off the
CD but the games sound effects from the Amiga
itself.

A headphone with volume control mounted on the
front of the hardware has also been provided to aid
your aural delight, and to keep everyone else around
you going mad with the constant throbbing beat of
Chaos Engine.
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Whistie while you
waork - lce-T for
waord processing,
Belinda Carlisle lor
graphics, Prodigy
for desk top publish-
ing. Whatever your
miusical tastes, the
CD player offers
comprehensive fea-
tures and a user
friendly interface

down, the disk will automatically load in the
CD boot utility which tells your Amiga t
recognise the drive.

Once done, a menu appears with three
differing options for the user to select from
Either boot from the CD ( vital for all CD3:
titles), rekick the machine with a custom
built Workbench 3.1 emulator that allow:
your Amiga to recognise the drive, or boo
your machine up as usual,

PURPOSE

The main purpose of the drive, othe
than the playing of audio CD's and taking :
look at Photo CD's, is to play CD32 titles.

Using a software emulation utility insteas
of an actual planar chip, a majority of CD3:
programs work on the Zappo drive.

Microcosm, Chaos Engine and Ultimats
Body Blows are just some of the titles i
respectable working order, but the likes ¢
Sabre Team and Impossible Missio
2025 are nol compatiblae. While buyin




CD32 software for the Zappo may be akin
to playing Russian roulette with favourable
odds, if you're gagging for the latest titles
the Planar emulator works well, providing a
high speed equivalent to that of a CD32.

If unsure about a particular game, try
and buy from a independent retailer wha'll
usually be more happy about bringing the
fitle back if it is not compatible. Only time
will tell if the emulation software will keep
up with the hopeful increasing amount of
Akiko chip-specific titles.

At £199.95, the Zappo CD-ROM drive
offers good value for money and a mainly
hit and sometimes miss ratio when it
comes to the back catalogue of CD32
gaming titles.

The guestion burning on every Amiga
owner's lips though is whether it's worth

L

4

it £193395, the cappo (0-AOM drive
offers good value for money and
3 mainly hit and sometimes miss ratio when it
tomes to the barks catalogue of (032

qaming fities.

waiting for the official Commodore beast or
simply to hang loyalties out to dry and take
the plunge now.

Rumour has it that the official
Commodore CO1200 will be released for
under £200, putting it in direct line of fire
with the indie machine. The main advan-

Ll queue

Even though the likes of Microcosm use the CD32's Akiko chip extensively, the soft-
ware emulator accompanying the Zappo CD drive gives the player the full, unhin-
dered game. Likewise, Ultimate Body Blows from the CD32 version with the all-
important extra joypad buttons can be played via your A1200.

For reasons beyond the bounds of this particualr individual's understanding, both
Sabre Team and Impossible Mission 2025 are non-starters. Booting up Sabre Team
simply gives you the loading music and nothing else while IM 2025 plays the intro
animation and proceeds to freeze up. My advice — try and check before you buy.

For hard drive owners, the installation
of the software couldn’t be more sim-
ple. Boot in Workbench and double-
click on the disk. Press on the install
icon and the package proceeds to
install itself in all the relevant directo-
ries, including the start-up sequence.

Once done, copy the Photo CD dis-
player and the audio CD player across
to the desired directory and you're
ready to roll. By following the same
process as floppy users, keap the left-
hand mouse button pressed down and
the CD Boot program will appear,
awaiting your command.

Il they
or won't
they?

tage that the Zappo hardware has over
Commaodore's is the use of the PCMCIA
slot, but who's to say that on the release
of the official drive, some enterprising
independent won't have developed a
handy expansion device that allows both
the CD-ROM and accelerator cards to be
plugged into the trapdoor port together.

The CD1200 will also boast the official
Kickstart 3.1 on board instead of the
Zappo's software amulator. As far as
Full Motion Video goes, neither can do it
so don't let that effect your buying
decision.

The other advantage that the CD1200
has is that it will run all non-Mpeg CD32
games — there'll be no dicing with the cash
al the local software empornum.

The inevitable answer to any question
concerning a fair sized portion of one’s
earnings is to take your time.

It you have to have a drive, then go for
the Zappo straight away but if, like most of
us, it can wait a while, the CD1200 sounds
like a promising addition to the
Commodare range. o

The bottom line

Product: Zappo CD-ROM drive
Supplier: Indi Direct Mail
FPhone: 0543 419999
Price: £199.95

Ease of use
Implementation _
Value for money
Overall =

A highly useful utility to help punters out there who need inexpensive professional quality scanned mages
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[rails of destruction

It seems to me that most investigations
of computer misuse revolve round
pornography. Well, | have come across
a disc that might change that. | haven't
tested any of the things that are men-
tioned within this disc — how to create a bomb and how
to make your own LSD - but the fact that this sort of
information is available to the younger members of the
computing fraternity is a concerning and worrying
thought.

As to what should be done, | will leave that up to you,
but | do urge you to inform other magazines of the avail-
ability of this information and to see what can be done.
5 Madeley, Cheshire

Unfortunately, while there is a huge problem with

illegal or irresponsible material surfacing on com-
puter screans across the planet, there is actually
very little that anyone can do about it.

The information you draw our attention to has
already appeared on a PC CD-ROM via a magazine
which also included pormography as well.

As the information super highway and other
forms of communication grow at an alarming rate, it
will unfortunately become more and more difficult to
monitor what is going on in the telephone lines and
BBS’ round the world.

it may sound depressing but at present, with the
methods of detection available, we will just have to
put up with it while keeping a watch on any material
that may come our way. Spot anything dodgy and
report it to the crime unit at ELSPA on 0386 830642.

Given the run around

It takes me a long time to get mad about
things, but as | write this letter | am well
mad!

Recently | decided to sell my existing sys-
tem and upgrade, and after a great deal of
thought went for an A4000.

The shop ordered it and phoned to say it
had been delivered, so off | went to pick up
my new speed machine. In the shop he set
it up to try it out, it was great, well for five
minutes that is until it died.

So off it went and a new one arrived in
two days, and it worked fine. | took it home
and for one whole week fine, but then it also
died. | phoned the shop who told me they
could get another but did not know when as
everybody was out of stock.

However, as it had NEXT DAY on-site
warranty why not phone Wang. So | did and
they phoned back to ask the problem, said
they were out of parts and it would be a
couple of days before they could get back to
me.
One week later {two weeks old) | phoned
them back to see where they were, they
said they were still waiting for the parts from
Commeodore and gave me the phone num-

ber. When | phoned them thay said they
would phone Wang and sort it out, and then
phone me back.

One week later (three weeks old) |
phoned Commodore who said they had
phoned Wang who were out of parts and
had not phoned me back because there
was no point.

Four days later | took it back to the shop
who said they would sort it out. They
phoned Wang, Commodore, their supplers
and got the same run around as | did.

After one week (five weeks old) of con-
stant badgering and hours on the phone
there was a new machine on its way. But
after yet another week (six weeks old) thay
phoned me back to say there wasn't one on
its way, They then gave me my maney back

Lone under,

down under?
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with the message that after | had spent
£1000 on a computer, every one concemed
did not care that it didn't work and couldn't
give a damn.

So now | am left with a Multisync manitor,
extra drives, a small fortune in software, a
whopper phone bill, lost wages from the
time of work and no computer.

| am feeling very bitter towards: Mot
Wang who cannot repair without parts from
Commodore; not the suppliers who cannot
supply without the machines from
Commodare; but COMMODORE who could
not care less about their customers once
they have sold them a computer.

The thing that gats me is that the Amiga
is & great computer and it's what | want. |
don't want a PC, MAC, ACORN or an ST. |
wanted an Amiga but am left with no faith in
Commodore.

J McKenny, Bradford

Unfortunately this is an all too familiar
story. It's not that the A4000 is particu-
larly prone to failure, it's simply another
example of why Commodore went under.
In fact the story stands as a testament
to the demise of CBM. Although the
demand for machines has always been
high, Commodore's inability to deliver is
exactly why they went into liquidation.
Basically it's a classic tale of over
expansion and a subsequent cash-flow

>
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disaster. This was due to dubious market-
ing — the A500+ followed almost immedia-
tely by the AGO0 and so on - all of which
cosl vast amounts of cash.

Unfortunately when demand rocketed
with the release of the A1200 and A4000,
Commodaore were forced back to the credi-
tars for additional cash in order to manu-
facture the machines the market was
sgreaming for.

Not surprisingly they refused, demand-
ing payment of the money already bor-
rawed. At the moment Commodore as we
know it is effectively dead, caught in a clas-
sie example of how cash-flow can kill the
gelden goose.

| only hope that when Commodore finally
raturns from the corporate wilderness they
will have learned their lasson.

Boot-up hang ups

Firstly my congratulations on your
excellent magazine. Being a com-
parative newcomer to the Amiga,
I've run into a couple of minor
problems | hope you can help me
with.

I've recently installed a new
hard drive on my A1500, and
despite following the installation pro-
cadure religiously, | gat a requester for
“Yolume work” each time | boot from
cold. On warm reboot there is no problem,
It's a minor annoyance, but | obviously need to
update the starup-sequence in some way.

My second problem has existed since |
installed a GVP 040 accelerator. The machine
hangs on the boot-up — hot or cold — after my
COMpany Name appears.

I've looked at the startup-sequence, but I'm
not clever enough to see what could be the
causing the problem. | hope you can proffer a
few words of advice.

N Condron, Music & Mation, Brighten

Well you've certainly come to the right

]

Got
something to say

through the pages of AC?
Ezra Surf is our mailman,
dedicated to reading your letters
and selecting the most interesting
for publication. Drop him a line at:

Ezra Surf's Postbag , Amiga Computing
Adlington Park, Macclesfield SK10 4NP

Fiease don't enclose saes as Ezra just
hasn't got enough paper to reply
personally. He might also have to
shorten your letters, so don't
be offended If you end up

getting the chop.

place with the first question as we have
our very own cold boot problem on one of
our A3000.

In our case the problem appears to be
the initialisation time of the drive. The 3000
in question runs an 040 which attempts to
boot the machine very quickly.

Unfortunately the hard drive in the
machine is a fairly slow replacement with
can only manage a 17 millisecond access
time. As a result, when the machine boots
the 040 boots-up before the drive is up to
speed, it therefore asks for a boot disk to
be instalied.

But as in your case, once warm reboo-
ted the problem disappears. It might also
be worth checking out the boot priority of
drive in relation to any others on your sys-
tem — assuming you have a second hard
drive.

We decided long ago that it added
character and as it never caused a
problem it should be left alone -
if it ain't completely broke don‘t
make things any worse — an
old computing adage.
Messing about with your
startup-sequence isn’t a very
likely cure as your machine
simply isn't getting that far
into the boot sequence. So my
advice would be to stick with
the Vulcan death grip once a day
just like we do.

As for your second point there is
a solution. Firstly ensure the view com-
mand you use is before |Prefs in the start-
up-sequence.

Secondly ensure that the view com-
mand is running as a background task.
Fortunately there's a few methods to
achieve this. You can either use runback
or Brun — both of which are small utilities
widely available in the PD.

However, if you can't be bothered sifting
through the PD there is an AmigaDos alter-
native. Simply add the line run >NIL: <NIL:
followed by the path, the command name,
and the file name.
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Dirty dealings?

As a proud Amiga owner | thought it
necassary to write to your magazine
you could warn other Amiga o
about a PD company that owes me
disks for a deal we made, and | ki
waited more than six months for and
received the disks! The deal was a8
follows;

They offered to swap ten PD disks &
each commercial title that is sent to them.
so | sent five of my commercial disks — a8
boxed — hoping to get 50 PD fitles in thes
place. | have only received 22 of the S8
disks from them.

| tried calling the PD library — which is &
small PD library owned by a man and hes
family — and the man who answered pre-
tended it was a wrong numberl

| am 100% sure it was the right numbes §
because | called the same number again
and he answered with the name of the
library in guestion.

| would appreciate it if you could wam §
your readers about the potential risks
involved in such transactions.

Sharif Al-om, Yateley, Surmey

Well, first of all | must say that because
it proved impossible to contact the
library — and therefore hear their side
of the story — it was only fair to remove
the name of the library in question.

However, even without naming
names this does raise an interesting
point. In the early days the PD prov-
ided a small island of socialist ideals
in a sea of commercial software.

But like everywhere else, big busi-
ness has invaded this utopian isle.
And inevitably, in its wake came the
usual small group of undesirables.

Basically the moral of this story is to
get some form of written confirmation
from the vendor before posting any-
thing.

At least then you'll have a fighting
chance in the small claims. If the argu-
ment comes down to your word
against theirs anything could happen.
It's even possible that they could
make a counter claim for deformation
of character.

Obviously, written confirmation isn't
always a realistic option when order-
ing just a few disks, but when serious
money is involved it's madness to rely
on word of mouth alone.

As far as ordering PD in general is
concerned, it's wise to stick with the
bigger libraries or those which adver-
tise regularly in the magazines.
Obviously this tends to precludes the
smaller libraries.

However, this doesn’'t mean they
should be ignored. Simply use a little
caution until you're confident of their
ability to produce the goods.




ALL WORK AND ALL PLAY

THE TWO-IN-ONE MONITOR
FROM MICROVITEC

There's a new, highly versatile, dual purpose
colour monitor that's unbelievable value for
both business and games use,

assured reliability and quality by Microvitec,
the UK's leading monitor manufacturer,
features include:

Compatible with all workbench modes, the
Auto-Scan 1438 has high performance
electronics and an ultra fine tube for sharp,
crystal clear images.

Designed and built to exacting standards for

I_I-_i" g F,
[I.IE;-::I;m pitch M ICR VITEc

15-40 kHz

Fully autoscanning

MRPII compliant

Designed and manufacrured in the UK

Microvitec Plc, The Quadrant,
Chester West, Sealand Road,
Chester CH1 4QR
Tel: 0244 377566
Fax: 0244 373401

CALL NOW ON 0244 377566 FOR YOUR NEAREST DEALER
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..R 1 As a user of Magic WB (of which |

. have had no problems) | am very

kela-n to create some Workbench and

window images that users can load into
WBPattem in the Prets directory.

As | understand it, only a maximum of eight
colours can be altered, even if you use a 256
Workbench. So how can | create images in
DPaint if | don’t know what colours are baing
used?

. Redman, Brightan

[ ", Commodore should have offered
o the facility for A1200 owners to

edit all the colours in the
Workbench palette, from two to 256
colours.

My suggestion would be that you try and
get hold of some screen grabbing program
which will allow you to grab an image of
the Workbench screen, colours and all.

You can then load the image into DPaint
and save the palette out so that you can
apply it to any patterns you create.

There are two very good screen grab-
bers for the Amiga and these are
Quickgrab (which we use to grab pictures
for the magazine) and ScreenX. Both of
these programs are available in PD listing,
so check the adverts for more information.

Quickgrab will allow you lo grab a screen from
your Workbench, therefore allowing you access
to the palette

et another mived bag —
of computer worries —
comes under the —
surgeons Knife in time —

for a speedy recovery

lllmdmu eHplosions

. Alang with a group of friends, | am
! "--' i greating a disk-based magazine

" for graphic artists, 30 and 2D. As
we know very little about AmigaDOS we
decided to use the Amiga Computing
CoverDisk contents in order to create an
auto-booting disk.

Another reason for using your
CoverDisks is that they use a very useful
Shell window at the bottom of the screen
which we needed to include.

It is the Shell window where our problems
arise. When this window appears it does so
at full screen size, that is 640x256, which is
obviously no good at all.

| understand it is the Winsize command
that allows you to alter the dimensions of a
window, but for some reason it just does not
want to work. We are using AB00s and each
have 1Meg RAM expansions. Is there any
reason why this isn’t working?

M. Wavell, Bristal

—-. The first problem you've got is
| Workbench 2.0. The Winsize
= pommand was originally written
for Workbench 1.3 and was not
modified to be used with Workbench 2.0,
So how do we do it?
The trick here is to install the disk you

TECHNI CALLIS

AMIGA COMPUTING ADVICE SERVICE

are using with a 1.3 bootblock. If you
know anyone with an A500 you should
be able to get hold of the 1.3 Install com-
mand. You may even find it in the C
directory of our CoverDisks as well. The
Winsize command seems to clash with
2.0 bootblocks.

Once you have accass to it, you
should rename the install command
Install1.3 and copy it to your C directory.

Whenever you next format a disk that
you want to use the Winsize command
with, type in the following in your
Workbench Shell:

imstall1.3 dfl:

This will create a 1.3 bootblock on the
disk in df0: which will allow you to run

>

; Hrnigal]uid or

Iﬂultiuiem

 started to write the documentation.

- As | own an A1200 | have decided to use the
'Miﬂlﬂﬂm Multiview. However, |
~ realise that Workbench 2.0 doesn't support
~ Multiview, so | mnwmhr the official

format

Mpmluﬁuqﬁnﬂm
ware that ﬁﬂmﬂmmmmm
change the look of their Workbench win-
ﬁnwn The program is nearly finished so | have

mmmﬂ-qum

show up.

as @(b} or @{i} you should remove them, as
they do tend to have a damaging effect. The
‘@Wordwrap command also fails to work in
Mﬂyt&uldnnndh:thnd:hﬂhdﬂlm

right edge which you need to scroll.

. In my experience, and contrary to
i the associated documentation,

mmhmmm

mﬂnlmMmm:
Sample.guide was provided which shows the
different tags and their effects. This works
fine in Multiview but looks awful in
AmigaGuide in which none of the tag effects

lnuﬂutwmnhllmm:
word or series of words that have style tags
have to be word wrapped. For some reason
the information is simply split across two

split occurred disappears. My advice would be to
stick with the standard ASCIl document until

Multiview works almost bug-free but AmigaGuide
 seams to be fraught with problems

: Amiga Computing [
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the Winsize command successfully. Don't
worry, your disk will maintain compatibili-
ty with Workbench 2.0 and above.

WWhich slots wot

| ’Ihaveanmzﬂu 120Mb hard drive
- ‘? ' with an BMb fast RAM (Blizzard
120-[}1 expansion in the trap door. |
bought this powerful set-up so that it would
allow me to use my HP 550c printer for dab-
bling in DTP.
| really would like one of the new CD-ROMS
that attach via the PCMCIA slot. Would the
trapdoor expansion interfere with the PCMCIA
slot? | called Indi Direct and they said no. Silica
say it would.

A. Stephen, Belishilf

t . If you own more than 4Mb of 32-bit
h‘ RAM you may have problems

because the extra memory resides in
the same address location as the PCMCIA
slot memory. We have been currently test-
ing the Zappo CD-ROM with a 4Mb upgrade
and have had no clashes with RAM expan-
sions or accelerators.

Commodore’s official 1200 CD drive
should be out in about two months but this
will plug into the trap door expansion, mak-
ing accelerators and RAM boards totally
redundant (that's Commodore for you).

My advice is to take a long look at the
Zappo as it is by far the best option so far —
just remember that you will be limited to
only 4Mb expansion. For more information
contact Indi Direct Mail on 0543 419999,

fieach for the sksies

;' . | sympathise with K. Leemer (lssue
{724 | 77) with respect to Beneath a Steel
-  Sky on the A1200. However, rather
than throw the game disks around the room

\Worksbench won't wait

m{‘“ Why is it that when | copy files into my
.. WBStartup drawer and then re-boot my
= Amiga a message appears shortly after

Workbench loads informing me that the application

has not quit and should it wait some more.

This is really annoying me as | am fairly proud of
my Warkbench. | own an A1200.
C. Burns, Devon
f::wj\‘ It only all ACAS letters were this simple.
. Click once on the program icons you
hnw in your WBStartup drawer and select
information from the lcons menu option.
In the Information window click on New to cre-
ate a naw Tool Type and then type in:

Save this down and you should have no more

problems. The DONOTWAIT command is a sys-
tem command that tells Workbench to ignore the
program once executed and carry on with any
other tasks.

Bcrimt [
Blocks Aechived |
Bytes Beadabie [
Stack: | 1 Writable |
Hoe e Sl o esrntabte |
Last Changed! Pelatable [

i

£ arment

leal Tupes

DONOTWAIT will allow Werkbench to continue its tasks
while loading programs in the WBStartup drawer

Yoy got problems too? Then drop a line

to Amiga (omputing Aduite Service
House, Adlington Parls. Macclesheld SK10
YNP and we’ll moue heauen and earth to

el td (path of 0.1.5.5ky}

(for example cd Work:Games/SteelSky)

help in these columns. But sorry, We @n

not reply personally, so sauve those GHES

4, Type:

SteelSky

and waste a very good game in the
process, how about trying this handy tip?

The problem lies with the AGA screen on
the A1200. In order to play the game without
an AGA screen follow these instructions:

1. Boot the A1200, holding down both mouse
buttons to enable the set-up screen.

2. Salect Boot with no starup-sequence.

3. Move 1o the root directory of Beneath a
Steal Sky on your hard drive by typing:

5. Enjoy a bug-free game of Beneath a Steel
Sky.

A, Hutchinson, Northumberand

able the AGA screen mode you

would have had to salect

Enhanced screen mode, but you say this
works so I'll take your word for it.

Unfortunately, | couldn’t test your solu-

tion as it takes about ten years to actually
install the thing. Thanks anyway.

r&t | would have thought that to dis-

54
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| ZAPPO CD DRIVE

Launches the Amiga 1200 into the world of CD
Technology. Urilising a double speed multi-session
CD ROM Drive, the Zappo Drive will play CD 32,

CDTV and Audio Software. |
"The level of software compatibility thot has been i
achieved s very impressive... Whatever your CD ROM needs
the Zappo Drive can handle it" Amiga Format
"It is rare to come across a product thot's reasonably priced-
does the job well and hos no major faults... More stunning than o phaser gun in
Star Trek. A must have product for A1 200 owners." CU Amiga
"The main contender for best A1 200 peripheral of the year." Amiga Pro
| "This is the product that all Al 200 users have been waiting for.” Amiga Shopper

£199.99

'ZAPPO SMART STOR
Brings full data portability to the Amiga Market.
Srnall enough to fit in your pocket the Smart
Stor simply connects o the PCMCIA, slor of
your Amiga 600 or 1200 and is ready to go
"The Smart Stor deserves to do very well indeed,
if your hard drive needs aren't that demanding
then the Smart Stor is a genuine Godsend... very
good value indesd” Amiga Format

I : 20Mb _--_-f. 139.99 30Mb---£169.99

Zappo T - Shirt

Choose either of these superb gifts Superb 4 Colour Limited
when you buy a Zappo Product Edition T - Shirt

_ exchudes £l SI:IE- ¥ . Wh

FREE GIFT

ilst Stocks Last

T

: SR, -

..miga Gear

E#SEWT Fits neatly alongside your AS00 or A1200 the !
superfast Smart Stor Plus offers hard drive
capacities from |30 Mb upta 340Mb. |

"There's the Smart Stor Plus o shghtly modified |
version of the Smart Stor that makes use of the larger :
3.5" IDE drives that are often used by PC compoatibles._the |
foct that it uses the lorger 3.5 inch IDE drive means that it
can offer higher capacity versions of the Smart Stor Plus at |
the lowest possible prices” Amiga Format !
30Mb---£249.99  170Mb-£269.99 |

250Mb---£294.99 340Mb---£329.99 |

VTSRS SN 13 T WP SRR L% & 9 L

ZAPPO 3.5" EXTERNAL
FLOPPY DRIVE
This best selling Drive has an enviable reputation
for both reliability and performance and of
course is compatible with all Amigas.

o e

"Quality ¢ out of !0, exceptional value for money”
Amiga Computing

£54.99

|
Limited Edition Rudeacin. | |

Zappo Colours !
|

=i e e h

e,

e e

Auvailable from: Calculus Stores 0543 418666, Comtazia 0384 261698, Model Shops 0453 764487,
Mays Computers 0533 516789, Maughan Micros091 4932308, Microfun 0709 363293, Topsoft 0642 670503, :
‘Cavendish Computers 0533 510066, Comcal 041 3325147, Inverness Computers 0463 226205, -
‘Hobbyte 0727 856005, Auditions 0780 55888 and Quality

independent Retailers Nationwide.
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A-. Subscribing to Amiga Computing means you

‘G reap all the benefits of the exclusive treatment
[\ mmpuﬂ*“ 'you’ll receive as a subscriber, and you get to

\.e‘ choose one of these great free gifts as well

' Su. you're wondering, what exactly is this excdu-  Amiga Computing is reserved for you personally

| sive treatment? It's a whole range of thingsthat  Before the masses have even thought about the
| ensure you get your copy of Amiga Computing monthly expedition to the shops you'll have hac
without any fuss or effort. As a subscriber there  your copy for a few days, delivered direct to you

=\ are no worries about remembering when the door, postage free.
e =t H next issue is on sale. You can watch your Not only do you already know the latest news
| favourite soap or have a lie in, because you and gossip, but you've also had first pick of the

5: -4 Shaw .5 won't be scrarnblmg down to the newsagents.  bargains on offer. Subscribing by direct debit
= ‘ You'll be content in the knowledge that you  means you can spread the payment, contributing
are part of the select, because your copy of  only a small amount each quarter.

L] - .'- & " terly direct debit cngoing subscrpti
ChOOSE EI f‘hEl" ﬂ year’y {]3 ISSUES) HED [l £8.99 per quarter (Complete the form below)
ora quarfer’y subscrfpﬁon | Quarterly Direct Debit Instruction

AUTHORITY TO YOUR BANK/BUILDING SOCIETY TO PAY DIRECT DEBITS

Hame of bankskding ooty

New
[] 9654
s - = poe N wrviledgernent reguaned
k] Canada 7 58 g
: e of aCCoEnt it L HS @ undery Eurg
® | wish to pay by
[] Cheque/Euracheque/Pastal C ayable to Europress Publications Ltd

| = 1 | wall infarm the bank/bulkdg socety in
l_: Credit Card viea ; 'Eunog; - | EIFIF}' Date ! ity writing if | wish to cancel this instruction

Card No

T TR S By e ————— | | FOROFFCE (EE oMY
@ Tick wmch free guﬂ ‘special offer you want (not available to world subscribers) Diiginatiars ldeniification Mex 8 | 5
0576 [] Two free izsues and a magazine binder T A e
4584 :l Alpha Data Mega Mouse and Logic 3 mouse mat
HBE" Zool Il - &ll G
Zool Il - A1
Masten r-g A ‘: Add £° o the cost of your subscription)

@ Deliver my magazine 10

Mame (MrMraMissMs)
ibanch 3 Inrlder Guide
ssembl ar Guide® [*Add £1 to the cost of your subscription) Addrase
rr J.rw are pagdng by direct debit please pay additional amounts by cheque or credit card.

am Dnve,
Postcode_____ Daytime phone no

& Send thls fnn'n to: Eurnpress Direct, FREEPOST, South Wirral L65 3EA. (No stamp needed if posted in UK.)

Your subscription will commence from th- carfiest nﬂﬂﬂ-*bl'ﬂ issue

"1'}"|-|_|'| Amiga Computing ‘ﬂ"nf'l
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Talse out o subscriipTion

and indulge

® [wo extra issues
plus an elegant Amiga
[omputing magazine binder

Subscribe to Amiga Computing and we'll send you a high qual-
ity, exclusive Amiga Computing magazine binder. These specially
produced binders will keep your magazines in mint condition,
providing an excellent reference point, as well as keeping them
stored away neatly. As well as this useful binder you also get two
extra magazines. Your 12 issue order is extended up to 14 issues,
at no extra cost, so you get 14 fact-packed issves for the price of
only 12,

® Mouse and lﬂgrt El
Mouse Mat =

You can have this superb mouse
and a high quality Logic 3 mouse
mat absolutely free when you

subscribe.

NN NN N NN N N NN N NN NN N NN NNN NN

SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE

for card orders
Tel: 051-357 1275

@
L
L J
o
[ ]
L 4
&
&
L}
[ ]
®
Fax: 051-357 2813 :

yourselr?

® Foolss for
Amiga users

[hoose one of these truly useful
bookss from Bruce Smith Bookss,
publisher of the world's best-selling
Amiga books.

Amiga Disks and
Orives Insider Guide
This book is suitable for all
Amiga users and is the [
definitive guide to the
Amiga’s floppy and hard
disk drives.

Mastering
Amiga Beginners

This is the book to pro-
vide you with a solid
grounding, through easy
to understand step-by-
step instructions and
explanations of terminol-
ogy. This superb book
covers the A1200, AGOOD,
Workbench familiarity -
just about everything.

Amiga A to £ of
lorishench 3 Insider Guide

Suitable for Amiga A1200

or A4000 owners, this

guide describes everyday

usage of the Workbench in
: step-by-step terms.

Amiga Assembler
Insider Guide
Ideal for new users wanting |8
to learn to write programs |§
in the native code of the
Amiga assembler

® Cool C

This widely acclaimed game follows Zool's trav-
els through a further six huge levels, larger than
those in the original, that feature a number of
different ways of completion.

Zool has new and special abilities, includin
climbing skills and is now accompanied by his
Zoon. With great sound effects, hidden bonus
intelligent enemies and the choice to play Zooz,
friend |shown here), Zool 2 makes an
excellent free gift.

Zool 2 is suitable for any machine,
though A1200 owners can choose an
enhanced version [see order form).

Amiga Computing
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s far as 2D design goes, Deluxe

Paint from Electronic Arts had, up

until recently, held the crown, but
with the advent of Brilliance from Digital
Creations all that changed. Now, Brilliance
has been upgraded and looks set to leave
DPaint even further behind. '

Brlliance 2.0 not only fealures a superb
and fully illustrated manual but also two ver-
sions of the software, Brilliance — which is a
register version allowing you to paint in 2, 4,
8, 16, 32, 64, 128 and 256 colours — and
TrueBrilliance — the same program which is
specially written to handle HAM screen
modes easily and quickly.

DeluxePaint tried 1o combine both these
attributes in one package but the result was a
program which worked fine in register mode
but tripped and slipped in HAM. Taking a

n the continuing battle for the wlti-
mate 20 graphics application,
Cloanto have returned into the fray
with Personal Paint 6.0, batiling against the
now ageing Deluxe Paint 4 and the crown
holdar Brilliance 2.0.

From the outside, Personal Paint looks
identical to its forerunner 4.0 featuring the
now customary, and much appreciated,
Commodore installer, making installation a
breaze.

And to all intents and purposes version 6.0
looks identical when loaded. However, a
quick flip through the menu and the differ-
ences become instantly recognisable.

Probably the most major additions are the
new animaftion facilities. Animation has had a
long-time association with Deluxe Paint and
Briliance but only now have Cloanto included
it with their paint package. Unforfunately, the

There is very littla
demonstration art-
waork supplied but
what there is of it
is wvery high guality

—f
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step back to the manual, Digital Creations
have provided tutorials for the beginner and a
quickstart section for those used to DPaint.
Also provided is a very thorough reference
saction which provides examples from almost
all the tools available. When compared to the
DPaint manual it is slightly less informative,
but Brilliance is such an easy program to use
there isn't much call for hefty explanation.

SUPERIORITY

Users of the previous Brililance package
will already have been convinced of its supe-
riority over DPaint and Personal Paint, but for
those users still working with these packages
a fair amount of convincing is going to be
negded, especially as DPaint has become
the default art package for Amiga artists.

Unlike DPaint and Personal Paint,
Brilliance takes a new approach to the pull-
down menu style of option selection and
offers a variety of panels which are stacked
at the bottorn of the screen.

Combine these with the hotkey definitions
which can be assigned to panels via the key-
pad and you've got a powerful and flexible
design interface which is quick to access and
totally programmable.

The program offers all the tools and
options available i DPaint and more. Digital
Creations have definitely thought long and
hard about Brilliance and seems to have per-
fected what so many other companies have
failed — a paint package that superceeds
DPaint in all respects.

Tool wise, Brilliance is literally overflowing
with familiar, and some not-so-familiar,
drawing methods that make image creation a

animation is severely lacking in flaxibility and
design. A very useful storyboard window has
been added, allowing the user total control
over how his or her animation runs, but there
is nothing that rivals DPaint's Move requester
or Brilliance's tweening ability.

Any animation techniques must be applied
by hand. There are some very useful addi-
tions, like new compression ratios which can
reduce the size of an animation dramatically,
and the ability to create animations with vary-
ing palettes and frame by frame timing which
have been neglected by DPaint and
Brilliance.

Multi-palette animations are extremely
useful and can be viewed externally by using
View V3.6 or ViewTek which are available
from most reputable PD libraries.

Personal Paint 8.0 also features a very
usaeful virtual memory option in which inactive
image data can be stored for later retrieval.
The size of the virual memory is totally defin-
able but is automatically defined by the

breeze. In fact, this is certainly one o
most attractive areas of Brilliance — &8
friendlinass.

Animation, stenciling and gradien
have also been included in Brilliancs
have been much improved over D
Unlike DPaint, Brilliance has the abisy
tween brushes — that is to take a sia
image and end image and then fill in the
essary images in-batwaan.

Certainly, two of the most anng
problems in DPaint are the single Undo

Paint are available, and plenty more
besides. The magnify is extremely versatile

Personl %i 13*

Although the image processing effects are
many and provide excellent results, they are
painfully slow sven on accelerated Amigas

program when there is a memory shorage.
When a memaory shortage occurs,
Personal Paint 6.0 will 'clean up’ the virtual
memaory, leaving only the most recently used
item - the less used material being stored
on disk. When images within the VM need to




Steve White test drives the latest version of
Grilliance to find out what all the fuss is about

tooibox fill and draw modes. The latter fails to
fill or draw underneath the area occupied by
the toolbar, when it is present. Imagine draw-
ing a circle that disappears underneath the
toolbar. When the toolbar is removed any
image under it is erased.

DPaint also supplias only a single undo
option and if the toolbar is enabled after a
mistake, the undo facility has no effect.

ATTRIBUTES

Brilliance to the rescue. Not only doas
Brilliance perform all drawing functions under
the tool panels but also has a definable
amount of undos, restricted only by available
memory. These attributes, and many more,
can be edited in the Brilliance icon's Tool
Types. You can even selact the default path-
names for pictures, animations and brushes
elc — something severlay lacking in DPaint.
Interface aside, Brilliance is also a damn

touc

be displayed, they are done so automatically.

Cleanto have now added support for
Retargetable Graphics boards such as
Picasso, Relina, Rainbow, EGS and Talon,
which allows users of these boards total
access to all Personal Paint 6.0 features in
an environment where the board is used to
full potential,

ADDITIONS

As well as these new additions, Personal
Paint 6.0 still features its plethora of image
processing functions as well as a few new
additions including transparancy.

As far as image processing in a 2D art
package goes, Personal Paint 6.0 still holds
the crown. The down side of these image
effects is that they are painfully slow, even on
a A1200 with 4Mb Fast RAM and an 030
accelerator with FPLU.

Still one of the most powerful attributes of
this program is its colour remapping ability
which is rivalled by none other. A great

sight faster than DPaint and Personal Paint
and can perform some operations faster on a
68000 than DPaint can on a 68020.

True Brilliance, the HAM version makes
warking in HAM (Hold And Modity) a plea-
sure, something that DPaint tried desperately
to manage but failed so miserably.

For Brilliance upgraders the differences
between the previous version are mostly
invisible. The drawing routines have been re-
wrilten and are now a lot faster as a result of
customer feedback.

MNew animation formats have also been
supported and apart from the standard
ANIMS5 format, also include Op-5, Op-8
{Word), Op-8 (Long) and single frames.

Most of these formats are not fully suppo-
ried yet, but when they are Brilliance will be at
the front of the gueue as far as compatibility
goes.

FAC

example picture is supplied with Personal
Paint 6.0 and shows about six high quality
images, obviously with different palettes,
combined into one with only a slight degra-
dation of quality.

Mot so wondrous you may think, but when
you consider that this image is only 16
colours you can't fail to be impressed. /ey

(an the latest version of Personal Paint —
tactsle the might of Delure Faint ¢ and —
Brilliance ¢.07 5teve White finds out.. —

OCTOBER 19394

The bottom line

Product: Brilliance 2.0
Supplier: Meridian
Price: £84.95
Tel: 081-543 3500

Ease of use

Implementation
Value for money
Overall

- -

The bottom line

Product: Personal Paint 6.0 -
Supplier: Ramiga International Lid
Price; £69.95
Tel: 0690 770304

Ease of use

Implementation
Value for money
Overall
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Star LC100 Colour £119.99

Star LC24/100 Mono £169.00

Star LC24/30 Colour £209.99

@ Built in 55 sheet feeder

® 24 Pin Colour

Starjet SJ48 Bubblejet  £210.00

Star SJ144 £369.99

® Thermal max transfer colour
printer

® 144 element head
@ Glossy colour output
@ 360 dpi resolution

Citizen
Citizen Swift 240 Colour £250.00

Citizen ABC 24 pin Col. £179.99
Hewleit Packard
HP Deskjet 520 £250.99
HP Deskjet 310 £239.99
Lasers
Ricoh LP1200 £599.00
Panasonic KX-P4400
Laser £499.99
Seikosha OP104 £479.99
Add £3 for Centronics cable

and £7 for next working day
courier delivery.

& Cuantum SCSI Hard dnve
® Ultra fast 11ms access
@ Up to BMb RAM on board

SPECIAL OFFER
170MB NO RAM

£349

2Mb SIMM Upgrade
4Mb SIMM Upgrade

® 16MHz 286 PC Emulator
@ Morton rating 15

® Plugs into GVP Il HD
GVP PC-286 Emulator

Ergonomically designed Trak Ball.
320Dpi resolution, 2 microswitched
buttons. The Legend Trak Ball is
very easy to use. Unlike normal
Trak Balls the LEGEND is operated
with the thumb freeing the fingers to
click buttons.

ONLY £29.99

® Video processor provides real
time software control of brightness,
contrast, saturation, hue,
sharpness, filtering, gain etc.

@® Audio processor with two audio
inputs, software switchable or
mixable, with software control of
Volume, Bass and Treble effects.

£89.00

G-Lock Genlock £284.00
Rendale 8802 Genlock  £149.99
a F ==

Plugs into PCMCIA slot
Fully external, doesn’t affect
warranty
250Mb Overdrive £349.99
Phone for higher capacities.

® 14,400 Baud
® Fully BT approved
® 5 years warranty

ONLY £169.99

(AT
-
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Amiga 600 Summer Pack  £184.99

A1200 Race & Chase £279.99
Includes A1200 with 2Mb RAM.
Trolls and Nigel Mansell

A1200 Computer Combat Pack £329.99
Includes A1200 with 2Mb RAM,
Digita Wordworth, Digita Print
Manager, Personal Paint 4, Total
Carnage, Zool 2, Brian The Lion.

Amiga CD32 £279.99
2Mb RAM. Dual Speed CD ROM.
Multi session, plays music CD's,
256000 colours on screen, includes
2 games Oscar and Diggers.

Amiga 4000 030 £999.00

Includes A4000, 030 processar,
2Mb Chip RAM, 80Mb Hard drive.

@ 200dpi resolution

® 2 Microswitched buttons

@ Opto/Mechanical mechanism
@ Switchable between Amiga/ST
@ Direct Mouse Replacement

£11.99

® BBOK formatted capacity

® Double sided. Double density

@ Through port

Zydec Drive £59.00
A500/600 Internal Drives Phone

AS500 512K lagrada

£16
Aﬁﬂﬂ-l- 1Mb upgrade
4.99

AEIJIJ 1Mh no clock

£34.99

Plugs straight into AG00 trap door
compatible with AG00, AGDOHD

@ 40MHz 68030 accelerator

@ Makes your Amiga 1200 run
over 7 times quicker.

@ Allows up to 32Mb RAM

@ Optional FPU
A1230/4Mb/No FPU £429.00
A1230/4Mb/6888B2 FPU  £529.00

Microvitec 1438 |
The Microvitec 1438 is a rnurﬁnﬂ
monitor compatible with

ASD0/AB00/AT200/A4000.

.31 DP Colour SVGA £19

Colour SVGA Monitor
High quality Colour SVGA Monitos
.28 dot pitch.

A1200 VGA adaptor
Falcon VGA Adaptor
Philips SCART to Amiga
8833 MKII to Amiga

® 16MHz 32 bit 68030 Central
Processor, 16MHz Blitter,
32MHz 56001 Digital Signal
Processor

@ 1.44Mb 3.5 Floppy, up to 14Mb
RAM. Displays 65536 colours
from 262144 palette

@ B Channel, 16 bit, high quality
Stereo sound sampling

FALCON 1Mb No HD

FALCON 4Mb No HD

£499.00
£655.00

FALCON 4Mb 64Mb HD £799.00
FALCON 4Mb 127Mb HD £899.00
FALCON 4Mb 209Mb HD £999.00
Falcon Screen Blaster

£89.00

Our Service department can repair
Amiga's in minimum time at competitive
rates. We can arrange for courier pickup
and return delivery of your machine to
ensure it's safaty. We even have a
same day service which will ensure your
machine is given priority and subject to
fault, completed the same day. We offer
a Quotation service for £15 for which we
will examine your machine and repornt
back with an exact price for repair. [f
you do not wish to go ahead with the
repairs then just pay the £15. However if
you do go ahead then the charge is
included in the minimum charge. Please
nate: The minimum charge covers
labour, parts are axtra.

GQuotation service £15.00
Min repair charge £35.25
Courier Pickup £11.00
Courier Return £7.00
Same day service £15.00
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t only seems like a short while ago
that a 2400 baud modem was a

pretty fast thing, and you
know, after you had one for a while you
began to wonder how you ever managed
without it.

Then 4800 baud modems came out and
you began to wonder about your concept of
speed. These were very shortly followed
by 9600 and 14400 baud modems,
and in what seemed like a quarter of the
imea.

So sure enough we find ourselves in the
prasent looking down both barrels of a
28800 baud modem. Who'd have thought
it? And not only is it double the speed of the
modems we are all using, but it's only
£285.53, rather than the £800 you used to
have to pay for a 14400 when they firsi
came out.

The pace of technology is a baffling
thing, and it seems a bit worrying to buy
anything like this in this day and age when
it's becoming alarmingly apparent that
almost everything we buy for our Amiga is
almost out of date before we wrestle it out
of the box.

IDENTITY

You'd be forgiven for mistaking the 288
for a regular 14400 modem just by
looking at it, as it's enclosed in the
self-same brushed aluminium case with
black ends. But it's a very different beast
inside.

What you are in fact looking at is a 28800
baud modem (I still get a kick out of saying
that) which runs at 28800 baud for data,
14400 for fax (although I've yet o encounter
a fax which runs faster than 4800 or 9600)
and MNP modes 2 to 5 plus mode 10.

What this means in plain English is that
as far as data transfer is concerned, this
thing sends stuff before you press the send
button - it's that fast.

The MNP part relates to Miracom
Neworking Protocol and is a form of data
arror correction and comprassion which
allows for faster and more reliable operating
speeds.

MMP 2-4 is what is also known as LAPM
or V42 and this is an error correction
mathod, which means that checksums are
sant and received by modem and remote
host to ensure whal is sent is complete and
not corrupted by line noise.

In the days before this standard we spent
more time on-line saying “please re-send,
line noise,” and comms was less like an

aUper

HARDWARE

llodem cdé

Phil South takses a looks at one of —
the new Supra UFast modems, ¢ —
locksing in at a blistering 26,6800 baud —

Information Highway and more like a tatty
CB club.

Then MMF 5 came along and not only
were you ermor corrected but you had a 2:1
compression going too, 50 everything was

Hey, bonus

S0 is it the bee's nose? Well, it's a very fast piece of kit, and up to Supra’s usual high standards of manu-
facture. Obviously it's too new to speculate about ROM problems similar to those which dogged the 14400
for so long. Only time will tell on that score.

| did hear that ROMs in this case are actually EEPROMs, which can be re-programmed by software
upgrade files. You do get the usual nicely printed and pretty rationally written manuals which tell you the
technical stuff, but also point out all that you really need to know,
S0 is it a bargain the size of a hippo's bum? You betcha. And if | hadn't just shelled out for a 14400
only about 10 months ago I'd be on the blower to First Computer Centre (0532 319444) right now to

arder one,
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faster. MNP 10 is a new protocol which
allows for cellular connection, and is a
much tougher error correction format for
those nasty buzzy things that men in
suits have growing out of their ears in
trains. (Cell phones, not hairs, you big
dummy._)

Another exciting thing (in among all the
other things to get happy about in this great
new cevice) is that it can initiate and adapt
to rate changes

SPEEDS

Mot impressed? Okay how about the
fact it can change operating speeds
mid call. Yes, it can change gear on
the fly, and that's worth a yelp of glee if
nothing is.

There are copious other benefits, but
unfortunately not much Amiga software
exists to take advantage of them.
For future reference (and for the benefit of
anyong who'd like to support these fea-
tures,) it can distinguish between fax and
voice calls, using a process called Adaptive
Answer.

A nice bonus for those of us who are
always getting our ears cleanad oul by hav-
ing a fax screech down the phone at us.
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At SoftWood we have o

oW z%zm t just rest on them!
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When your software repeatedly wins the bighest accolades in reviews worldwide, what do you do?
Work even barder to stay abead of course! New Final

Writer Release 2 is the latest result of our intensive
development - it's even easier to use, and even
more powerful. 1's the best there is, and it's
desipned for those who expect the most from
their Amigas. But, if you don't bave a bard
drive system, don’t despair, we can still beip.
At SoftWood we offer you a choice of two Word
Processor/Page Publishing packages.

But why TWO?

Well, this means that whalever specification
Amiga you have, SoftWood bave the perfect

solution for your requirements - and always the most
powerful possible for your system. Final Copy I is at the peak of what
can be achieved when running with twin floppies, it's not possible to
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offer more without losing performance. Final Writer is the first and
only bard drive compulsory Amiga word processor; the anly package that doesn't make compromises lo

be flappy compatible!

The SoftWood Advantage...

Final Copy IT (upgradable o Final Writer as your needs
grow) and Final Writer are the only word processors that
——-’:i’ I'l give you PerfectPrint™ - a unique
1,%'-.":5' I'| printing advaniage giving siky
s=i== | smooth Industry Standard Adobe™

Tipe 1 or Nimbus Q) scalable

IIII outline fonis direct loamy printer
feven dof matrix and ink fet), tn

buth landscape and portrait, Others

&r 2 sse g restrictive and ynnecessary
ﬁ | jumble of different fonts with comifrex

y %IH driver programs for owiputting fo

i I'. various printers. The launch of Final

; Copy I introduced FastDraw™ - a

special set of structured drawing tools for
constructing lines, borders, arrons, circles

elc. directly on the fage.

Amiga Shopper.. Final Writer i the clusest thing fo Microsuft Weed i

apgear o the Amiga” Amiga Computing... Final Copy If vosed et

DT Paclarge” Amiga Shopper... I ever there was @ pood reason bo buy

1 Baard drive fior your Amiga, Final Wrilerds thal reason - Amiga Word

ﬁwmhmﬂmmﬁhﬂlm Amiga Format... Sl
FPuldizher” A Fro

AT madsmanks are arinoededieed

Writer s the “must poweril WP ever fo grace the Anviga” Amiga Format.,
Iid go fior Fimal Writer coer Warelwnrth (4 - Final Wetler 5. joy o war®

gy 1T 5 “The Beest Warid I compwarisar (i
Worduveth 3), Final Writer 2 b diok able andl i d damn
sile mare iable” Amiga User Int ! mmkquﬁ ,
program that prodeces evcollens el Amiga Computing... Fina!

Writer s “esily the mnst configuraitte Amiga WP coer” U Amiga... Finl

Final Writer, extending innovation...

Now, as others are fust starting fo add similar foatures,
saving they're ‘revolutionary’, Final Writer extendls the
innovatton further with FastDraw Plus™ - adding
even faster and more functional aptions, incleding a
st votate commeand. Final Writer Release 2 & again
Jeating the way with the introduction of TouchTools™
and PowerUser Bar™ technologies. These features
gite the user a definable area at the top of each docu-
ment window where up fo eight “one-lotch” itlon
strips can be configured. Each strip contains easily cus-
fomisabie sets of finctions giving tnstant access to all
the magor commarnds/features - with @ stmple click of
the motse! There Is even a sef of buttons allowing “one-
foneh " selections of fonr style and size plus variabiong
including Plain, Bold, Nalic and Underline!

It's no wonder we'te received fop reviews, ratings and

awards from all the leading magazines..

The Highest Accolades...

I TWmALT

AMIGA

CAWARD |
JATECHTS

AMIGA

Cur word processors go hevond simply producing normal
letters and documents, at which they naturally excel, and
progress into a world where “how the whole document
laks” is just as important as “what it says”, Admittedly, this
can be achieved with Desk Top Publishers - but they're not
s easily used as word processors,
especially when a good loeoking
letter needs creating quickly -
they're far too cumbersome.
Final Cofy i offers the perect
halance between the two require-
ments... Fase and speed of use, with total control over the
perfect printed presentation.
Complete control over how
docoments look, now pou have
it at your finger tips on your
Amigal Features include:
FastDraw™ (on-screen drawing
tools for use with the generation of borders, boxes and lines

or amows at any angle), Multiple Newspaper Style snaking
columns, PerfectPrint™ (the unique ability to use Post
Script™ outline fonts on absolurely any printer in either
paitrait or landseape) and Text Auto Flows around graphic
objedts and imported picures {placed anywhere, scaled or
s : cropped) with the highest print
quality: Text ean also be printed
over graphics]

It's features like these that explain
why there are soffie professional
magazines, with 200+ pages, that are produced entirely with
Final Gopy 11! Publishers, and many others, have quickly
discovered that..

No other Amiga Word Processor in the same
category, and at such a competitive price, has
all the capabilities Final Copy 11 users have
always taken for granted! Isn't it time for you
to take a look too!

SoftWood Direct Price.£49.95

SoftWood Direct...thebest software at thebest price..Order

HELP ON MEMORY: Our products are the most economical in their use of memory. Like otbers, we quole the minintum memory required fo load our software but we also like (o make

it chear thai all




Final Writer was launched last year with the power wser in mind, 1t is the Amiga's
only Hard Drive compulsory word processor - neither perdommance nor feanwes
have been compromised to maintain compatibility with floppy drive only systems.
As well as having a unique list of features for the author of longer documents and
publications - awomatic indexing, table of illustratons, table of contents and bibliog-
raphy generation - Final Writer with its TextBlocks™ was the first word processor o
put a chamcter (or group of characters) anywhere on the page, at any size and any
angle, It offers a vidually unlimited abality for effects with graphics and rext, Just
like Final Copy 1 Final Wriler also includes PerfectPrint™ and has 3 set of ools
to create structured graphics with new FastDraw Plos™ (now with additional

fnctionality that includes new options like rotation). And... you can also access

features unique to SoftWood
with both the new Touch
Tools™ & PowerlUser Bar™

“one-touch” technologies,

Simply “clicking” a button,

means you can define, change

: i Angled &

Shadows =

URV, :
*99-

anwd save such things as the
‘Paragraph Styles' ie. Font,
Font Size, Text Position, Bold,
Ttalic, Undlerline etc, ) and
‘Layour Options' (left, ight, centre or justified, bullets, line spacing, indents erc.)
The options you have through single button selections are nothing bess than
remarkable! Indeed, one magazine heralded these as “the closest thing io Microsoft
Word to appear on the Amiga’l Also uniquely, Final Wriler can imponrt, scale, crop,
view on screen and output structured PostScript EPS clip-ant images (we

supply a hundred free with the package) to any printer (>2mb system
RAM required), And... if you own 4 PostSeript printer Sieal Writer
" .) is the only word processor with a set of output options
Actual Ciip An -u..;.'ir.'g.; il including scaling, crop marks, thumbeails, and half
toning. Combine features like AResouMacros and
Text Clips™, with others new to Final Writer, including floating
palettes and UNDOY REDO (on text, formatting and graphics
actions) - and you have... Final Writer Release 2.
Available now from SoftWood Direct (and all other good
Amiga software stockists) - offering you the..

Perfect Word Processing/Page Publishing Solution. [/~ 4

Il
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SoftWood Direcl

Hotline 0773 521606 43

_""J-mﬂul'ﬂmﬂﬂm, “mfﬁer;t
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When youve decided yoore

You'll guali
5 U4 qualify for free liferime technica]

BY PHONE
0773 521606

BY FAX BY POST

0773 831040

¢ ¢

County (Country if overseas):

!-'F Daytime telephone:_____
N MWW n o o M_Im |

g 0095 | “Final Gopy Non UK EC£5998)_ | |
" “pimal Writey UK & Overseas 81495 | | *Ffal Writer Non UK EC £8495 | |

o e Toung felepbone: Lo ooaoae

3 Easy ways 10 Order

...to the address below
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Supplier: First Computer Centre
Phona: 0532 319444

Alternative input

L.ogksing to update some of your eristing peripherals —
or just Fancy trying out something a little different?

Alfalntic optical

mouse

One of the biggest problems Amiga owners are going to face using the contemporary opto-
mechanical mouse is blockage. This normally cccurs when the internal plastic rollers
become contaminated with dust and fluff.

The net result is a complete headache with the mouse sticking or moving erratically. One
salution is nothing more than a good clean out, the other is to take rollers out of the equa-
tion totally, and go optical.

An optical mouse reads dot information from a special mouse mat, instead of using

mice has been eriticised for lack of feeling, and they have the notorious Al ="
of losing their whereabouts when moved too quickly. But what about
the Alfa optical mouse? j
Well, on the catwalk (shouldn't that be mousewalk?) of
ergonomics it's not the most graceful looking animal. It has a
bulky look that gives the user expectations of a sturdy mouse.
The reality is that Alfa is really quite light and feels fairly insub-
stantial. 5,
The Alfa also comes with a handy little holder so you can attach
it to the side of your monitor. This seems more of a gimmick than a
practicality but who's going to really moan; after allit's a freebie.
It also lacks the grace that the Gasteiner dpi 400 has, and feels fairly uncomfort-
able when used. Buttonwise, you've got three, rather than the standard two buttoned
MOUSE.

rollers. However, while you won't have many problems with dirt, the movement on optical

This is for the benefit of our PC counterparts 1o a large extent, but there are Amiga appli-
cations out there that can utilise this feature. The acid test came when we decided fo try it
out on DPaint. What a let down.

After feeling fairly comfortable on desktop operations, it came as some
surprise to find out that the optical mouse stuttered and stammered around the drawing
window and struggled intensely to produce anything like a smooth arc or circle, despite its
300 dpi.

As a small comparison we decided to iry out the Gasteiner 400 dpi immediately after-
wards. The difference was striking and made my mind up which | would choose,
_ whatever the problems with clogging.

"y If you do work in an extremely dusty environment, or are
just dead set on an optical mouse, then the Alfa is worth
a look at, but it would also be advisable to examine the Nashka
range.

Phone: 081-365 1102

Supplier; Galden Image
Price: £29.00
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AifaPen Optical Pen Mouse Lasteiner 00 DPl mouse

Along with clogging problems, the other dilemma some
users find is mouse control. After all, when using an art
package, attempting to draw accurately with a mouse
1sn't as natural as using pencil shaped. With this in
mind, Alfa Data have released the AlfaPen
optical pen mouse.

The opfical pen employs a
similar system to the standard
optical mouse. It reads its posi-
fion via an infra-red beam which,
using a horizontal and vertical grid,
converis the information into your
screan position. Like its optical coun-
terpart, the AlfaPen uses a three button
approach when in use. Located at what
we'll call the nib end, the largest of the three
buttons acts as the left mouse button.

Behind the largest of these buttons sit two other
smaller buttons. The button on the right hand side acts
in the same capacity as the right mouse button, while
the left button gives you that extra dimension when
using applications that allow its use.

AlfaPen doesn't feel too bad in the hand - it's light
and not at all cumbersome when you use it. However,
when you aftempt 1o use the buttons, implementation is
not o easy.

3 The buttons are very closely grouped, and even the
most coordinated and dextrous of you will struggle to
use this arrangement proficiently.

If | gave the AlfaPen the benefit of the doubt I'd say
that its use couls be described as a little like using
chopsticks - fotally alien at first, but
the more you use them the more
accomplished you become,
Unfortunately, the AlfaPen suffers
similar problems to its companion.
Again, DPaint became the bench-
mark lest, and while AlfaPen
feels more natural to draw with,
the arcs drawn had no paricular
accuracy and felt jerky.
AlfaPen also suffered when moved
around the mat too suddenly. Despite its 300 dpi,
it struggled to locate itself
Mlso, when you're using the AlfaPen you have a ten-
dency to angle the pen back, like it was a real pen.
Unfortunately it's not, and the net result is a loss of con-
lact to the mal.
Ultimately, however much you might fesl you
need an optical pen, when you get one up and

running you might just feel that you've wasted your
maoney,

Supplier: Golden Image
Phone: 081-365 1102
. Price: £34.00
[ Ergonomics: 5
| Spead: 6
Overall: 5
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tomer, what is the pr
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Although the Commodore mouse has come
on leaps and bounds thanks to the AGOD,
A1200 and A4000, there's still plenty of room
for improvement.

This is more than apparent if you plan fo
use your mouse in conjunction with an art
package for anything in the artistic vein,
Many of the mice available to the user can
set you back anything up fo the region of £20
for something that exists within the 280-290
dpi range.

Certainly Silica's Nashka, which is a
sturdy all rounder, and the squared off
Contriver mouse slot nicely into this bracket.

Wiih this in mind, Gasteiner launched a
280 dpi mouse that retails at the bargain
price of £6.99. Okay, it uses membrane
switches as opposed to micro-switches to co-
ordinate its buttons, but it does have many
saving graces.

For one, it's damn good value for money -

who could moan at this price? If anything, it
could put you off because it's too cheap.
Well, | assure you there's nothing o be
frightened of.

Gasteiner's budget rodent fieels extremely
comfortable to the touch and fits the
ergonomics of the hand very well. It feels
very sturdy and your fingers reach the two
buttons with ease.

The other aspect to consider with this
mouse is its aesthetic qualities. Although it's
a simple design it looks robust and the two
deep grey mouse buttons offset the light grey
of the main body very effactively.

On the down-side, opto-mechanical
design means the occasional cleaning of the
ball and roller, but again, that's only a short
and very temporary inconvenience,

Overall, Gasteiner have produced a
mouse that, although technologically outwit-
ted, can live alongside its rodent counter-
parts when it comes to accuracy and overall
performance.

Supplier: Gasteiner
Phone: 081-345 8000
Prica: £6.99
Ergonomics. &
Speed: 5
[ Overall: 6
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s discussed in the first tutorial, the

screen is the basic drawing board

for all your visible operations within
the workbench environment. But, instead of
using the workbench screen, | am going to
show you how to use your own screen by
taking you through the steps of writing a
basic picture displayer. (Ooooooh)!

As you are probably familiar with, the
Amiga is capable of displaying pictures or
information in many different modes. Such
modes include Lores, Hires, Interlace and
even HAM. | can't explain all these modes
in this article, so | will just use the two most
commeonly known modes: Lores and Hires,
® Lores: This is the lowest display mode
for the Amiga to use and is the preferred
drawing mode of most graphic artists. In
Lores mode the Amiga can display 256
lines from top to bottom, with each line con-
sisting of 320 dots. In this mode the stan-
dard Amiga 500 can display a maximum of
32 true colours, where as the Amiga 1200
can display 256 true colours.
® Hires: As the name suggests, this dis-
play mode is a higher resolution than the
Lores mode (but not the highest resolution
possible). In Hires mode the Amiga still only
displays 256 lines from top to bottom, but
each line now consists of 840 dots from left
1o right.

Unfortunately, in Hires mode the Amiga
500 can only display a maximum of 16 true
colours, but the Amiga 1200 can still display
its full quote of 256 true colours.

Let's kick off the programming by open-
ing a standard screen in Lores and then
Hires:

WbSrartup

We are still using the WB system.
Here is our screan,
E:T
‘Wait for a mouse press,

tloseScrees ©

Sereen 0,2

Nouselait

Close our screen in a system friendly
mannear,

T tné
That's it! Not much to opening a simple
screen, is there! .

If you have been reading your manual,
you would have realised that to open a sim-
ple Lores screen which has dimensions of
320°256 pixels, you only need to use the
shortened wversion of the ‘'Screen’
command.

This version assumes that you want
Lores, s0 all you need to do is to tell it how
many bitplanes you want (the number of bit-
planes dictates how many colours can be
used by using the following maths:

2"Bilplanes = Number of colours, ie. 2 bit-
planes = 1°2'2 = 4). The first value repre-
sants the screens id numbar,

Blit

Following in the steps of the first —
tutorial, Michael Milne talses you —
through opening your own screen and—
creating your own menus! —

Well this is all fine for a Lores screen but a
Hires screen such as the WB screen
requires some extra thought. We need to
use the extended form of ‘Screen’, so
replace the previous ‘Screen’ command
with the following:

Sereen 0,0,0,640,256,2,38000, "Ny Screen”, 1,2

If you check your manual you can see that
the first two values after the screen id num-
ber is the XY position. These values are
relative to the top left-hand corner of the
sereen (e, 0,0 is positioned in the top left-
hand corner).

The next two values are the width and
height of the screen in pixels as explained
above. After that follows the number of bit-
planes and then the screenmode value.

This value Is related to a chart in your
Blitz User Magazine No.1 on page eight,
which shows that a value of 38000 gives us
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a Hires display. After that follows the name
of our screen and then the drawing pen
number and background pen number which
represent the two colours used to draw the
screans display.

Try experimenting by opening some
screens of different sizes and rasolutions
with wvarying number of bitplanes.
Remember:

Amiga 500 = max 32 cols = 5 bilplanes max
Amiga 1200 = max 256 cols = B bitplanes
e

Mow lets go one step further and add a pic-
ture. This example relies on you having a
picture somewhere which you can use.
Flease make sure that it is either a Hires
picture or a Lores picture only:

WbStartup il
MasLen fi%=84 S

"1|i\r"n'.
T

:Max length for filename.
faien pas=tzt

JMax length for filepath,
Sereen 0,2

:Open a basic screen.

Repeat 9 i

i#

;Start of main loop.
£8=FiLehaquestS("Choose 3 picturet”,pas, i8)
yAsk for a picture.
1f Existsifs) Then ILENInfo 8 Else End
It it exists then analyze it.
CloseScreen [ pim,
:Close old screen.

g:g:g,zmnm,umnu,xm@,riﬁiﬁgﬁ
Hew screen W
LeadScreen 0,15,0 fRAAE -y
;Load picture.

TR T R

;Show palette,

Neuseait R

‘Wait for mouse button.
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Forever

;Repeat forever.

In this example all we have done is set up a
few variables, opened a default screen,
repeatedly asked for a picture to show and
then wait for the mouse button before loop-
ing around again.

Motice that we use the ILBM commands
to find out the picture size, depth and view-
mode

It you have the latest copy of Blitz 2 fea-
tured on Blitz User Magazine MNo. & then
you can change the ling:

If Exists(f$) Then [LEMInfe 1% Else End

o

1f ExistsifSizfalse Then End Else 1f ILBMInto
f8=False Then End

This is because you have the new version
of ILBMInfo which returns True as it is a
picture. If you haven't got the new version
then see the subscriptions box on how to
get it!

All we need to do is add a few menu
options and we'll have a good picture dis-
player. But, first a few basics about menus:

@ Each menu is split into sections, a title,
an option and a sub-option.

The title is as the name suggests, the
name of a particular menu. In each menu is
a selection of options which the user can
choose from and some options also act as
fitles to sub-options. This is what a typical
menu structure could look like:

Menu Title
Option 1 - Sub-option 1
Option 2 - Sub-option 2
Option 3

@ Each set of titles, options and sub-
gptions in Blitz 2 are assigned a unigue id
number just like screens and windows. This
makes the grouping of menus as easy as
pie.
Setting up a menu is just like defining a
variable in Blitz 2. There are three com-
mands: MenuTitle, Menultem and Subltem.
Each of these allow the declaring of each
part of a menu and gives you the power to
group these with the unique menu id num-
bers, thus allowing you to.create several
sets of menus for different parts of your pro-
gram. One thing to remember about menus
is that they need to be attached to a win-

i new
Blitz User
magazine
on a disk

To recelve your first free

copy, send a blank disk
with a stamped self-
addressed envelope to:
Blitz User Disk
Magazine
Michae! Milne
38 The Drive
Earley
Reading
Berkshire
RGE 1EG

Now we can
attach & screen
| and add some
menus to il

| From here we
can also load up
a picture using a
file requester
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dow because of the way the workbench
sets them up (Sorry, that's the way it is).

But don't despair, we can set up a
dummy window, which can't be seen by the
user. All we do is define our menu, set up
our screen as before but add a window
without a title and without borders, This
makes for an invisible window!

So let's get on with the last part of this
issues tutorial:

Wbitartup
Maxlen pat=ltl

‘Our file vars:

Kenlen 118=44
ev. =l

:A long variable to get the user input.
NenuTitle 9,0, Project”
The menu titled *Project.”
Menultes 0,0,0,0,"Load a picture °,°L"
The menu item “Load.”
Wenultem 0,0,0,1, Wuit", 8"
The menu item “Quit."
Sereen 0,2, Use menus”
:0ur default sereen.
Window 0,0,10,320,264,5800,,1,2
“Our invisible window for the menus.
Aetivate 0
-Activate our window.
Sethenu 0
:Add our menu.
Repeat
:Start of our loop.
e lshitEent
‘Wait for user interaction.
:Has the user used a menu?
It Wenuhir=0
:Is it our menu?
1 Ttemit=0
iIs it the load option?
f§aFileRequestsl  thoose @ picture”,pes,fis)
:Ask for a pic.
1f Exista(i8] Then [LBNInfa 1§ Else End

:Get IFF info.
TloseNindow

if you need any help regarding the
cartain command, simply place the
over It and press the Help key

:Close old window.

ClogeScrenn 0

‘Close old screen.

Screen ; A ¥
0,0,0,TLBMNTdth, TLEHetght, 1LENDepth, |
Use Menus',1,2 ok
Vindow 0,0,10,1LENW14A, ILBNBE g
LosdSereen 0,150

:Load the picture and palette.

ShowPalette O

:Show palette.
Aetivate 0
-Activate window for menu.
Sethenu 0

-Add menu.

Endif
If 1temhit=1

‘User wishes to Quit.

tlosewindow 0

‘Close window.,

CloseScreen 0

:Close screen.

End

:Bye Bye.
Endif
Endif

Endif ) i
Forever ’

Try loading a few pictures into this pre
gram. See how it loads the picture onto th
screen when it executes the LoadScree
command but doesn't show the palette un
the ShowPalette command.

Watching how the program executes is
good way to finding out the right order
write a seres of commands to achieve pe
fection.

Waell that's it for this month. In ne
month's issue we'll jump into the world
gadgets as well as looking deeper into
screen, window, events and menus. |
until next time, keep practising.
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erious Amiga animators already

have access to some fantastic

taols, including world-class 3D
programs, single-frame controllers, direct-
to-disk video boards and some of the best
real-time paint and animation software
around.

But, when your video masterpiece is fin-
ished, what about its soundtrack? You
could utilise the excellent Sunrize 16-bit
sampling card, but that comes at a profes-
sional price which is a bit expensive if you
just want to enhance your 24-bit remake of
BladeRunner with a friend's dark jungle
MOD files, or add some sound samples
direct from your Amiga.

Digital Sound Track (DST), by Merlin's
Software, is an American program which
claims to answer the video anima-
tor's prayers, allowing IFF samples,
SoundTracker, MNoiseTracker and
ProTracker MOD files to be synchronized to
your timecode-locked SMPTE video.

CONTROL

DST even allows a Picture-in-Picture
(PiP) preview video display when GVP's IV-
24 or an OpalVision video module is used.

DST works with a wide range of profes-
sional VTRs and single frame controllers —
most of which aren't easily available outside
the USA so | won't list them here — though
strangely DST can't control the popular
Mucleus Personal SFC.

Fortunately, support for DPS's Personal
Animation Recorder has just been added,
5o | tested DST with a PAR card hooked up
to the video input of an IV-24 — a system
which alone would set you back over
£5000. It seams you need to be pretty seri-
ous about your animation to be able to
make full use of DST.

For all its claimed power, | was surprised
to find that DST's manual is a skinny 12-
page A5 affair which doesn’t mention the
PAR at all. Instead, the manual concen-
trates on the use of single frame controllers.

The actual PAR information is contained
in a ReadMe file which also covers DST's
Script Recording feature. | found the

Music tan add meaning to
g video. Gary Whitely —
pumps up the volume —
and puts soundtrackis to

his animations —

DST provides one main screen, with ten sound ‘slots’, con-
trol buttons and a built-in window for script preparation or,
with the right setup, Picture-in-Picture [PiP) viewing.

ReadMe more helpful than the manual,
though | guess the PAR info will eventually
find its way into the documentation proper.

Installing DST is a hit and miss affair, as
it uses its own custom installer instead of
the standard Commodore one. While
installing the PAR version of the software,
it also decided to install the OpalVision
ARexx programs because it detected the
OpalVision.library on my hard disk.

Giving the user full control over the instal-
lation would be a better option to
avoid such problems. Eventually, after
some manual installation, | got DST
up and running, though | can't say it
was as straightforward as it might have
been.

With the hardware and software installed,
getting it all to work seamlessly together

tory result.

@ITOr MEssage appears.

mmmmmswmhdm.ﬁh
hmhmhﬂhﬂmhmmmﬂmamﬂuﬁw

By selecting *Begin Script Recording" a frame can be
salected from an animation and a sound tagged fo it, Each
sound has to be added in the order that it will be played, or an

When the script recording is finished you then can go into

“record" of “test script” mode, and all the sounds will play back
in time with the animation - at least that's the theory.

This is where a major problem arises. There appears to be
no synchronisation lock between the PAR's frame counter and
DST's fimecode clock, which means that scripted sounds may
well play back in completely the wrong plaace.

DST has a “Change Time Delay" option o allow manual tun-
ing to the PAR's constant playback speed but, as this requires
kmmm.mmathmduwcﬁm
racy quickly becomes an exercise in total frustration.

It you need to edit your script, to offset the unreliable syn-
chronisation for example, the only way to do it is with an exter-
nal text editor or wordprocessor. By editing scripts you can

build up some fairly complex soundtracks ~ including sefting
the number of loops over which a sample will repeat, though
the cryptic script format is only vaguely gxplained in the
ReadMe file, making editing a tough job. _

Setting the time at which a sound plays back seems rather
arbitrary, since the numbers in the script bear no relation to
those displayed on the DST screen. , _

| found the only practical way to insert a sound in a script
was to begin a new script, indicate where | wanted a sound fo
play, save the script, then insert this new file into my main
script using a text editor.

Onee | got used to this method of working | began to enjoy
my digital dubbing, but soon found the playback sync of my
animations s knocked out of ilter by DST's flaky synchronisation
meth

Making a small change to a script would often throw every-
thing else out. This, plus the fact that sounds would not always
mmmmwmw.mnﬁmmmuﬁ
paracetemol.

Alas not an ideal situation, but as it stands there's no real
alternative.

n time to

proved something of a challenge. On star-
up, DST displayed its single control screen
with a quarter-sized window in the lower
left comner, ready for inserting an IV-24 PiF
to monitor your animations.

After relocating DST's ARexx scripts,
configuring the IV-24 and running the IVPIP
software, DST's PiP onfoff switch eventu-
ally produced an NTSC-sized window
showing the PAR's output. :

Experimentation, reference to the Iv-24
manual and some editing of the supplied
ARexx scripts produced a better display,
though PAL users shouldn't have to do al
this extra work just to get a program work-
ing properly.

SOUND

Finally, | could start adding sound to my
animations. With the PAR running | was
able to select an animation and control it
from the DST screen, which wasn't always
gasy as DST's control buttons are small
and sometimes awkward to use, while the
animation time display is tiny and flickers
during animation playback.

Switehing the 1V-24 display to video
mode (essential when recording lo tape)
made the time counter virtually unreadable.
It DST emulated the PAR's VCR-like con-
trol panel and large-digit display, this would
be a great improvement.

Unlike the PAR, DST will only let you
play an animation, go 1o a particular framé
(selected by time), or jog forwards or back
wards a frame at a time — a rather unstable
procedure which sometimes locks up the
program for a short time if the jog button is
used too enthusiastically.

According to the manual, clicking of
other parts of the screen should force th
jogging to stop, but it didn't seem 10 wor
tor me. The animation loop button alst
seems unreliable, sometimes causing onl
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Whan GVP's IV-24 [or the upeoming OpalVision video
module) is used, a PiP preview of the inceming
smimation can be displayed on DST's screen

'the music

e first few frames of an animation to play
Back. The FPS button should allow you to
change the playback speed of an animation
mcrementally for slow-motion effects, but |
could only get it to play at normal speed.

Even if it did work, it offers only 5, 10 and
15 frames-per-second speeds, instead of
e much wider range available through the
PAR software itself,

Fortunately, the PAR's keyboard controls
are emulated and seem to work rather bet-
ter than DST's on-screen bultons, although
siow-motion control is still not included.

PAR control via DST is certainly not as
refiable as it ought to be, and sometimes |
had to restart DST to get the PAR control to
work successfully,

DST provides four disks of PD samples
&nd MODs, and some are of surprisingly
good quality. Of course you can also use
your own samples and MOD files, although
most surprisingly DST doesn't support
OctaMED MODs!

LOADING

Loading sound files is fairly straightfor-
ward. Clicking on an empty sound
box (each is also assigned to a function
®ay) brings up a standard file requester,
#ough sadly there's no preview option, so |
had to resort to my directory utility
{Directory Opus) to audition any likely
samples.

Each sample or MOD file can be played
Back by either clicking on its box or by
pressing its associated function key. Once
Woaded, the ten sound slots available are
supposedly arranged in alternating stereo
paurs.

These assignments aren't indicated on
screen, even though they are mentioned
sevearal times in the manual.

Curiously, | found that loaded sounds did
mol always play on their assigned channels,

Compared to the PAR's own controls [lower illustration),
DST's controls [upper Nustration) are small and awkward
and would be much better If they copied the PAR conlrols

This is what you see
if you want to edit a
DST script in a text
editor. Like me,
you'll probably be ||

flummoxed by its

cryptic nature. It
might as well be in ||
Hex code.

(5] Bo

Current Time Code

AAAAI16:19 |

musiclis

&mlm*wmhanmw
Frame controller and VTR, | was unable to
'HWHMW&MMHW
umwmumnmw
newer VCRs which have RS-232 control -
such as Sony's UVW Betacam series an
Panasonic's pro S-VHS machines - which-
should be easy to impiement.

It this control was available in conjunction
with the PAR, then DST could become the
control centre of a digital edit suite. However,
it seems that the programmers already have
their work cut out just making DST work prop-
erly with the PAR, never mind adding more
features to the program.

Note that DST doesn’t control Amiga ani-
mations, so if you th ﬂmﬁh&am
way of blending
mmnsrmmummw
Tqmmuwmm

T3 j"’.tl.l.l.‘.- arferd.scr B [t

particularly after playing a stereo MOD file
first, producing some confusion about which
sounds could be successiully played
togethar,

DST can play up to four samples simulta-
neously, or one stereo MOD file, providing
a useful digital mix'n'match capability.

Once the sounds are loaded they
can be added to an animation either by
playing them back manually or by
using DST's rather rudimentary scripting
facility.

When using a singla frame controllar a
VTR can be set to insert an audio track at a
particular timecode reading, with DST

@ SMPTE: As all Frank Z
Motien Picture and

a fans Kk

0

playing back the appropriate sound on cue,
but with the PAR you have to hook up both
the PAR's video output and the Amiga's
audio output to a VTA.

Howewver, this method offers no control
over the VTR, so everything must be
recorded in a single pass, which means you
either have 1o trigger the sounds manually
or write yourself a control script.

In conjunction with the PAR, DST could
be a very handy animation utility for adding
spot effects and music, but until the
synchronisation problems are sorted out it
will only cause aggravation during critical
wiork.

Since DST's PAR support is quite recent
I hope we'll spon see a version that drives
the PAR properly and provides better edit-
ing functions. Until then, save your pennies
towards a more professional solution, A

ayo LM ESSENTIALS

RED = Essential BLACK = Recommended

_
RAM

Hard drive
2.0+

Workbench Text editor

=

Jargon hus_ter

The bottom line

Froduct: Digital Sound Track
Supplier: Meriin's Software
Publisher: Visual Inspirations, 809 West
Hollywood, Tampa, Florida 33604, USA.
Phone: 0101 813 835 6410
Price: §99.95

Ease of use
Implementation
Value For Money
Overall

(5 0 -

Amiga Computing

OQCTOBER 1994

|




2l

. e, ke

AMIGA 1200 PACKS

1 2-bit GBO20 full power
Two joysticks & mouse
Free paint package software
Mouse Mat

A1200 Standalone...... ;
A1200 with 20MB HD .......
A1200 with 40MB HD ...
A1 200 with 60OMEB HD ...
A1200 with 8OMB HD ..ovveaeeiiiins o EATS

AT1200 with 120MB HD ... E473
A1200 with 210MB HD .......cooceeiia E£499

Combatinnovations pack add to above E45

! o’ A A o A e

WTS Electronics Ltd, Chaul End Lane, Luton, Bedic

r

| -

S A A

AGA chip set
BREOIAD processor
Co-processor oplion
ZMB/AMB RAM

A4000 030 with OMB HD & 4MB
A4000 030 with 120MB HD & 4MB K
A4D00 030 with 250MB HD & 4MB . E
A4000 030 with 540MB HD & 4MB . ETTSS

AMIGA 4000 PACKS

A1200/A600 HARD DRIVES

Easy to install 2.5" upgrade kits

All drives supplied with formatting
imstructions and software
Free fitting available - phone log details

J0MB HD upgrade kit
40MB HD wpgrade kit.. e
HOME HD upgrade kit..............
BSMB HD upgrade kil
120MB HD wpgrade kit...........
2OMB HD upgrade kit

and free fitting, all guaranteed 3.5%
drives. Phone for details.

Full instructions and cables where necessary

HIGH P.-ﬁ:l’Tv HD'S

These prices include collection, deliver

P50ME £199 340MB £259 540MB £374

AMIGA CD-32

CD¥2 Dragon Street, Wing Commander,
OSCA, DARBEIS ... cosesmnainsonsssssns £239
rew full motion viden, allows video

CD's to be played on the CD CE197
Lead for CD32 to 1085 monitor . £14.99

AMIGA 600

ARDO Wierd, Wilkd & Wicked pack
Includes Deluxe Paint 3, Microprose
Grand Prix, Silly Putty, Pushover and
further free software

ABDD W W EW ... ARl L £19%6
ABOD W,W & W with 20MB HD..._E276
AGOD W,W & W with 80MB HD....E359
AGDD W & W + 1.3 ROM....oc EIR

A1200 PRORAM

High guality memory expansicn
Easy to fit full instructions
Co-processor option

ProRAM 1200 simply slots into the
expansion port under the trap doot

ProRAM 1200 2MB..... i E136

ProRAM 1200 4MB........ eIl i E189
ProRAM 1200 BMB......ccccooin i EXTY

ProRAM PCMCIA AGDOATZ00

7.4, |- O R ST LE109
MBS e £159
ProRAM 1MB ABDD ... £32
2OMHZ FPL aneseceroessssssimssammnsmasnnns L1214
T3MHz FPLL.

40MHz FPL

MONITORS

——

14" Hi-Res colour display
Complete with cable
Includes integral stamd
Full 'K warranty

Sharp OV 3750 monitonTY......... Elbd
Philips 14155A monitonTV.......... E184
Micro Vitec .28 1438 inc. stereo .. EXET
A1200 SVGA MOnIbor ....coovmmmmmrrr EIIR
[dispday hi-praductivity modes, not default)

Commodore 1940............
Commodore 1942,
Tile & Swivel stand i b £9
Monitor dusl COVET ceassssermmasasrems £4.99
1.5m monitor ext, Cable ... E14,99
Simply add £28 for workstation af your chiice
when purchasing the abowel

WORKSTATIONS

Erponomically sound

Facilitates up to three external floppy
drivis

Made in the LK

Strang and rofuest

Ansthetically pleasing

Keep vour desk neat and tidy
Supplied complete @nd assembled
with free mouse mal

ABDD Workstation ...

Mouse HOUSE G e

ASO0 Workstation .. ...coxemmmmmreris

A0 200 Workstation ......ooeeeea. s
Workstation coverall dust covers........

Oinly £20 when bought with an A

PERIPHERALS

'_;|:||.|i1’ b OIS, eeiaae S RRRLEEEE £13.99
Posise mat e AR T £1.99

TDK high quality DSD (101 disks.. £7.99
Computer Mall DSD (10) disks...........E6
MEgagrip 2 JOVSHER . ieiiieence £13.99
Apache joystic TR oo BB
Python joystick. .. E9.9%9
200 Capacity stackable disk drawer (E1 200
Zi-Fy Pro Speakers ... E51
ASOO/ABDOYAT 200 dust covers......E4.594
ASO0 modulaton ..o Eet. Elh
Amiga First step book............... E14.9%
d-Way mains extension block ... E7.9%
b T T R —— Ed.594

AS00 internal replacement drive ... £39

Allows image processing in a useful an
unigue fashion

Comes complete with manual

Cine of the fastest growing applications
fior hame and professional users

Hizh specification coupled with cost
effective pricing

fed greyscales 100-4000PI

Fully compatible with Deluxe Paint 4
Advanced software

Power SCANNEE 4 ...vuwrinnmnnirrimasss E110
Power Scanner cobour 4 .- E22%
Epson GT-6500 (inc, software) ....... E5AY

PRO ROM SWAPPER

Swap between Kickstart chips

Fits A500, AS00+, ABOD, A1500

Auto swapping via kevboard contral
Flexible cable allows the swapper to
waork in conjunction with accellerators
Simgle to fit - full instructions

Pro ROM. Sl vessses ossennias o E1R
Pro ROM Swapper + 1.3 ROM........E35
Pro ROM Swapper + 2.04 ROM.......£40

KICKSTART ROMS

Kickstart ROM 208 .o aiinninies
Kickstart ROM 1.3,
Kickstart ROM 2.05 ...




A LA LA SNWAALLA A JdIAN v ivvid Ll il v VISA

rdsf LU4 8EZ Telephone (0582) 491949 (6 Lines) EST 1984

PRO AGNUS 2MB

Fravides a full 2MB of Chip Memory for the
Amiga 500 and A1500/2000 » Designed and
built in England '5u|_|p|rr_'r_i with 8375 Obese
| Agnus ® Includes 2MB Memory on board in
the farm of low power Zips ® Allows the [r-
cessing of elaborate animation and sound
sampling ® Provides the same max. chip memory
as the A1200/A4000 & 500+ =Increases
addressable memory space from 9ME o 10MB
¢ Complete with {ull instructions and flying
|e.‘ldb s Rritich made

Fracagindis 2B 00 Lo ek E129

\Froe fiRing available - phone {or detallz

A500 MEMORY EXPANSIONS

A500 Pro-Ram 0.5Meg Upgrade
Allows 1MB software ta run
Chip memory compatible
British made

ot elock sy i e R
With clock

A500 Pro-Ram 1.5Meg. Upgrade
Gives afull 2MB of memon..........o.... ETH

A500+ TME Meg Upgrade......cooeen

POWER SUPPLY UNITS COLOUR PRINTERS

Allows the addition of peripherals i High Quality High quality premium range of Amiga KickSRm 2.04 kiL........cooeinneminiansionn E79
without damage 1o computer or Renowned and proven reliability printers EIL tg!aﬁ ]’ '2_;1‘1 i:'lt;
I o ¢ sCkStar : 3
power supply i Anti-click Two year manufacturers warranty e i
Why risk damaging your expensive kit i Long moulded cable Lu_mplﬂe with cal.rle &:ﬁﬁmﬁfﬁ?ﬁﬂpﬂf RN Gt 3 | ]
when one simple investment will Slimline design Citizen registered for dealer plus service Fatier Agnus 8372..,
] [ High impact plastic Panasanic centre of excellence Obese Agnus 8375
ensure total peace of mind now and Hi-Res Densie. . ... .o
for the future | T e e 1o e £57 Seikosha SP-1900....c..ciimminnnnsini E99 TMB x % Simms (3 u;_hrpl E
Switch mode design Cumana external drive 1.. 100 SEi.kimh‘-' Speadiet 200 i/ et kaog ELES }aﬂ% r?&.ﬁm S Ejl-:g
Full crow bar projection capacity disk B ;i £l 5_""!'_! ) c‘f'“’"” """"""""" ) AR ks R
E Swvift 200 Colour SRBimm TMBEEREEN ER2
British made Cumana external drive + 100 T : e : Ly B R E104
capacity disk box 20 blank disks ... £66 Wit 240 Colour.............. 12 Simm AMB-... _E149
AS00 Power supply unit......... £44.95 ASVASOD+ Internal replacement Panasanic KXP U?':] 32 Simm 8MB ... 289
5 ! P {8 pén 80 calumn, 192 CPS Dealtl -
Al200 Power supply unit......... £54.95 ] L e R £39 Panasanic KXP 2123 Colour £199 P'-:u{l:'J modulator S |
ABOO Power supply unit.........£44.95 [ | ABOO/AT200+ Intemal replacement e 80 o 2GR OG0 b |'AS00 inkernal Dok B e
A590 Power supply unil I E44.95 & d'_5k TV e . i £59 HP Deskjet 600 Colour .................. Edi ABOD/AT 200 Internal Deive......... E59
GWYP HD Power sepply unit ... .. £49.95 A2000 Internal replacement 00 % 300 0P 1.5% IDER 5 IDE cable ... - £19.99

CD32 Pawer supply unit......... £44.95 ] el D8 : e HP Laser jet 4 i3 pages pes minse) -......... £4k4 Spike surpression plug

Mo the poses ol e s ] I i byl [ 1 spre i, Auto dial suto-answer, Hayes compatible
Pra 2400 FP - Fax Modem v22, v22 BIS, V21, V29, V27 TER, 300-2400 BPS/Fax 9600 ..................... £74

Pro VC144E - Fax Modem v22, v22 BIS, V21, V29, V27 TER, V32, VIZNVA4 BIS ... LE189

All modems inclusive of Comms software, leads and power supply

Amiga 500 ex-demo computer inc. PSU & leads... LE179

Scala Multi Media 300 ............cooooorocoerene £309  GVP A1230 Mk Il 40MHz 4Mb Accelerator £399

How to make your Amigﬂ inm a robot controller - Ask for catalogue

SALES HOTLINE 0582 491949 (6 Lines), 0480 471117 24HR), FAX 0582 505900

Bl Credit card ordering by phone is easy. Simply phone our sales hotline quoting your eredit card number., expiry date, name and address and the products you wish to order and we'll
do the rest. Alternatively write the above details on your letter when ordering by post,
When ordering by post in cheque form please write your cheque card guarantee number on the reverse of the cheque and send along with your arder. Postal orders are also accepted,

m MINIMUM ORDER AMOUNT £15.00 i
MEY DELIVERY CHARGES TO UK MAINLAND. Should you wish your order to be sent by courier service please add £5. this method secures the item with full insurance, not express.

WARRANTY: One year warranty return to base, ONE YEAR EXTENDED WARRANTY: Available on all products at 10% of purchase price when ordering,

Where to find us!

Head Office Computer Mall Bedford Computer Mall 51.Neols Computer Mall Hertford Computer Mall Dunsiable
WS Electronic Ltd The Harpur Centre Priory Mall Shopping Centre 4% Railway Street B4 High Street North
Chaul End Lane Bediord SLNeots Hertford [unstable
Lusbcen 0234 218218 D480 471117 09492 503606 Bediordshine
0582 491949 0582 475747

Al e wobed o pots st apr webyect in availabelite, WTS meserve o right m amessd eices. o submiiuie seiable prothact withowi v raiioe. Seecly g wilh oster. Please alloe 18 dive boe cbwety. Dus 1o resdabnling wnd e iscsrecal raiar of wrme prodacss, e when I wiock, defavs My oo i s of 18 daws. LR
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rom day one there has been an enor-

mous amount of demand for an

expansion port that would give the
032 the characteristics of an A1200.

Paravision, realising this fact, were first to
announce the development of such a unit. The
§X-1, as it was later named, has been eagerly
awaited ever since.

Contrary to popular belief, the CD32 is not
an 41200 with a CD-ROM drive attached.
Therefore, providing the CD32 with the sort of
expansion capabilities found on the A1200 is
not totally straight forward.

While it would appear that the CD32's
designers have allowed for as much commu-
nication as possible through the consoles
expansion port, all the outgoing and incoming
signals need to be transiated and manipulated
before being of any use, to man or machine.

This has meant that the designers of the
gX-1 have had to develop circuitry to mimic
that which interfaces the guts of the Amiga
with the outside world.

Paravision's SX-1 is a *Plug in and Ga"
expansion. Unless you are installing a hard
drive there is no messing about with installa-
tion software.

Once connected you can hook up to a suit-
able monitor, an A1200-compatible floppy
drive, a printer, 8 modem or even another
computer. In fact you can fit almost anything
that can be attached to an A1200.

The parallel, floppy and RGB connectors
are standard Amiga ports and will work fine
with the vast majority of existing Amiga periph-
erals and devices which con-
nect to these interfaces.

In comparison

mw-zammm
drive underneath the circult board

|| ARDWARE

an external IDE Your first stumbling block will be the serial
drive, but It must port. Rather than use the more expensive and
have its own :

powsr supply hard-ta-come-by 25-pin D connectors,
While the serial Paravision have opted for the more comman
port is not the IBM AT style 9-pin D connector,
H'*"ﬂ"“:"“"""w' Before you get too concemed, the Amiga's
the S-pin IBM AT AS232 serial port only uses nine of the 25

pins and 9 to 25-pin adapters are guite easy to
come by. Around the outside of the unit you
will also find a disable switch, a hard drive
connector, an AT keyboard socket and an
audio input.

DISABLING

Eor the sake of compatibility, with some
CD32 software titles a disable switch has
been added. This disables the hard drive, flop-
py drive, serial port and parallel port, removing
the need to disconnect the SX-1 should you
come across any incompatibiliies.

It is possible to connect an external IDE

You can fit & - i
SIMM module in the hard drive, with its own power source, o the
slot provided and you can hard drive connector at the rear of the

machine. The only problem | found with this
was that the Appendix conceming the external
hard drive, which was supposed to detail the
pin configurations, was missing.

This should be resolved but if it is important
to you then check with your supplier before

TI__

Amiga.

their CD32 into an A1200.

There is little to compare the SX-1 with. Several three-
line serial links have been produced for the CD32 and
these have enabled Amiga owners (and no doubt a few
PC users) to transfer files from the CD32 onto their

Such add-ons, while functional, are not exactly breath-
takingly fast and offer nothing but a simple serial connec-
tion. Some people seem to think that the SX-1 will tum

This is not the case. It gives your CD32 many of the
A1200°s characteristics but fails to achieve the impossi-
ble, which is turn it into an A1200. Think of it as an addi-
tional model in the Amiga computer range and you

should not be disappointed.

Any A1200-compatible software should work fine on
the CDaz fined with the SX-1. | certainly could not find
any problems on this front, despite constant attempts 1o
cateh it out. Even programs written in Amos worked fine.
Amos is packed with hardware-hitting routines and short
cuts — the fact that it worked on the CD32 would suggest
that many other OS unfriendly programs should run.

The AT-101 keyboard adapter was, | feit sure, bound
to throw a few wobblies but it happily handled all that |
threw at it. The inclusion of this option was an incredibly
shrewd move and Paravision should be applauded for it.

They do

Amiga Computing
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While the serial port Is not the standard

purchasing. The CD32's Aux port will
an A4000 keyboard, or even an A2000
with the correct adapter, but there is one
snag - they are expensive.

Amiga keyboards, unless picked up
hand, can cost as much as £90. The incl
of an IBM AT-101 keyboard adapter s
prove a real godsend, because you can
up a suitable keyboard for as litthe as £25.

IBM AT-101 keyboards are not at all
patible with the Amiga's keyboard, but the
1 has an inbuilt translator that makes the
keyboard act like an Amiga one.

Mot all PC keyboards are AT-101
ble. such as the XT keyboards, so you nd
need to exercise a litle caution when DUy
ane.

You may also find that your AT-101 keg
board lacks a right ALT key. Should this &
the case, there is a jumper setting on the SX
i's motherboard that allows the right CTH
bution to be used instead.

Az well as being able to mix both CD an
Amiga audio, you will find that the SK-1 w
allow you to mix a third audio stream, via
6-pin Mini-0in socket.

If you are a closet Karoke nut then this fe
ture may be of interest you. For those th
want a bit more umph, you can remove t
unit's cover and add a 2.5 inch IDE hard dr
or some extra meamory

The IDE drive can be secured to the unds
side of the circuit board and the cable
attached to the standard 44-pin (2mm) co
nector. The single 72-pin SIMM socket
accept either a 1, 2, 4 or B megabyte SIM
module (rated at 80ns or faster).

Jumper sefttings allow you o configure |
memary size accordingly but you will exp
ence certain limitations if you have an Fl
card fitted. Due to the nature of the FMV o
figuration you will only be able to use 1,20

I4_
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(03¢ owners can now turn their consoles into @
(0-ROM-equipped Amiga. Andrew Deeley puts the
first major (072 add-on through a thorough test.

megabyte SIMM's. Incidentally, if you do own
an FMV module you will find that the SX-1
provides full FMY passthrough, allowing
the FMV/Mpeg board to be used with the
SX-1.

Last but not least is the onboard real-time
clock. This is an AmigaDos-compatible clock
which is powered by a long life CR2032
replaceable lithium battery. Something that
many A1200 do not possess.

So does all this turn your CD32 into a
usable Amiga computer? Well effectively it
does. To prove this | spent hours down load-
ing files from CD-ROM discs onto floppies,

running floppy-based software, printing off '

doc files, playing the odd game and pameting
it up to an A4000 in order to chuck files all
over the place,

SUPPORT

| even hooked up a modem and used the
CD32 to log onto a couple of boards. What
you cannot do is add a faster processor, an
FPU chip or a SCSI| controller. Whether it is
possible to provide support for these remains
10 be seen, but no announcements have
been made as yet.

If you are to experience any hardwara
compatibility problems with the SX-1 then
you will probably find the cause to be power
related. The CD32's power supply is a bit
whimpy in the amperage department.

It works perfactly well with the CD32 but
may not like too many peripherals drawing
from it. Much depends on how greedy your
hardware is, but you will find that you should
be able to connect both a 2.5 inch hard drive

Paravision's SX-1

‘ The addition of an FMU
tard, a digitizer or sampler,
which draw their power from the
[(03c, could be asking too much,

tausing the machine to
trash.

and an 3.5 inch external floppy drive (despite
the instructions advising that you will only be
able to use one or the other).

The addition of an FMV card, a digitizer or
sampler, which draw their power from the
CD32, could be asking too much, causing the
machine to crash.

| actually connected an external floppy,
aloeng with the Vidi digitizer and the separate
Vidi RGB splitter. Older Vidi models are noto-
riously greedy when it comes to power con-
sumption (newer ones are much better) and
this combination proved too much for the
CD32's PSU

Instructions are rather brief and do not
contain any diagrams. While this may not be
necessary for most of the features, diagrams
do tend to break up the texi making it more
digestible.

The placing of the RGB socket was also a
litthe odd. | found that the adapter on my CBM
1960's monitor lead sat tightly on top of the
CD32's power plug. It did not prevent it from
working but it was still slightly annoying.

Actually the whole design was a little dis-
appointing. A much neater solution would
hawve been to have a unit thal sat undermeath
the CD32, with one long row of ourrnac‘tﬂrs
along tha back,

Invest in a few CD-ROM
discs and you will have
access to almost every

possible pisce of
software that has been
relaased into the Public

BC keyboards
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Sysinfe checks oul the performance of
the CD32 and §X-1 combination. The -
addition of & Fast RAM SIMM module —p—

The bottom line

Product: SX-1
Supplier: Indi, Caleulus
and all good dealers

Price: £195.55
Ease ofuse .9
Implementation 7
Value formoney_ 9
Overall 9

| —a|



1984 - 1994

T A anama NO EXTRA
CHARGE FOR

FITTING.
TRILOGIC)

i HARD

ALL PRICES

s 1' INCLUDE VAT 30MEG SBVE E" 10
il 210MEG SAVE £25

BD12 OQP Est 1984

FAX 0274 600150 ZBOMEG SPLUE E30

ACCESS VISA

SALES SWITCH DELTA 3 QOMEG SAVE £25

0274 CONNECT AMEX
g U WAIT

AWITCH CARDS R
551115 ACCEPTED FOR SB_UE ESO Lk Wi L 11 to lt'l-‘f‘“g.
TELEFRONE ORDERE - {ust give “’.a ca LOCAL 2
a convenisnt time -

PRICES INCLUDE - Just phon@ to

HURRY ! + FORMATTED & PARTITIONED DRIVE

p.rE CANIT * HD PREP SOFTWARE SUPPLIED £69.99

ALL OUR DRIVES FIT INTERNALLY £97.99
£134.99

HOLD THESE Bl Secedadinii £194.99

FLOPPY DRIVE. 691115 8MEG £389.99

Made by Amitek

PRICES FOR FULL WORKBENCH INSTALLED. N Ariil s

12 MONTHS WARRANTY. " 20MHZ FPU ADD £49.00
LONG 3:8 o BRI 25MEZ FPU ADD £59.00
JUST PLUG IN & GO. OHLY E54.99

ATl WiEls; ANTI CLICE, DISARLE 33“33 FFII mn Eﬁg‘.na
ONLY REPUT&BLE HAKES of DRIVE SWITCH, THAU PORT, STEEL CASE, 40MHZ FPU ADD E£99.00

FOR ALL AMMIGAS. IYR WARRANTY -

USED. DIY HARD DRIVE KIT

AMIGA COOLERS BACKED BY OUR EXPERIENCED HARD RN TSAR-TGL)ES AMIGA 60071200
FITTED AN ACCELERATOR 7 XDS 3.5" HARD DRIVE
As seported in many Amige DRIVE DEPT _ GVP A1230-2 40MEZ | EXTERMAL HOUSING KIT
magaatines, the f:“tqn thess in Fact: No-one knows more than us about g g e R e COLOUR MATCHED ALLOY CASE
prone to overhsating. This i o, TAKEE 1.5 IDE DRIVES
eausnes unpredictable behaviour Amiga Hard Drives so expart help is just a vo Ppu & Dmeg <oiinean £259.59 THE ADAPTOR & 2.5" CADLE

- erashes & shortens cpu lifa. Phﬂ'ﬂﬂ call away édays per week. i FPL » L2959 ine powsr connector.

Cnr rangs of coolng fans can be fited | MEG & $0MH: EEBET ..., (524.97
I;Iw#:i“ ;’v'm‘h-ﬂﬂl:"p'&m:;u All drives sizes goobted are approdimtes unformatted size, b very b = hd HO INSTALL / PREF DISK
reduce overhealing adn msione rebabdiy

AVAILABRLE FOR OVF Al220, @

FORCE, AS30, MICROBOTICS & nrvins g i
FOMER ACCELERATURS , A4000, Lt BACKUF UTILITIES

OFAL VISION & OTHERS. m I COPY PRO E325.99
y I ME2 Cychons adapior.
If you already have a drive, the cables are c18.53 [ MK 1 CYCLONE ADAPTOR 089G

PRINTERS available separately:- : i1 W, Weking copies
e 2.5"/2.5" IDE CABLE £9.99 KEATI TR et

TES SWIFT 00 MONO .,.... E149.99 3.5"/2.5" ADAPTOR & CABLE £21.99
fEN #WIFT 90 COLOUR -... £159.%

g EMIPT 60 MDD ;... D204.7%

R n e MY

NEW PRICE .-...-1l93.98 MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

HF DESEJET TV MODULATOR {exchange) -... L ASSE ECAMNER SOFTWAAN ....-. [109.39
LT e 1 Y LA3D TV MODULATOR = HEW ... ASBE PRO CONTROL vonvrrrane
=L ASODSEOD/ 1380 PosBR PACE . 5 ALADDIM &0 V1 ...
L2149 FRINTER POET EIFAMDERES _ : g
. L1T4.99 mlts Por vermmabiig sevars o ! R g [CRI EXG
umiis for . . T 2 £27.9¢ I ENGLISH
HEET PEEDER «ovovvcnene.s 048,99 to pour Amige's Fara i . K BOCCER .. ok £ :-'::;:': I-|.:.!r||é
EANGH I4iY Lnd SEnnen -] = R B - r " . b 5 MICRAO FRENCH
. B105. 00 :"'”" L 5 £32.39
nens £129.99 Y EAL N TYPE KI ,_'.'E"Llc‘lfl i ART DEFT FAO  ROA L%, =gy
L 1549, 98 o i : A BARS AHD FI * SEIMOALL 3
NUTO SHEET PREDER 047,99 R ———— g BRILLTANCE 1 ] HIRED COWS | s E e B3
keyboard againat dirt & mois [ CROSS DO Wi IMPOSSTALE - a g | ] sasese LT
S but  domt I DAT by DAT P e s SPELLING Fali B1T.9
EPSOM STTLOS BO0Q .. m-;.f::; :l;i'-“" ::I-I:l\; :T;;- T s .-.- i ...., - BGDI{S & vIDEﬂ
RO STYLOS TID COLOW .\, G499 ’ BEVIAE 1 b . . MASTERTNG AMIGA DOS 3 VoLl . §21.95

slighly depasdisg wpon sake. GVP Al230-2 S50MHz NOW ONLY £49.99

SO0MHz WITH no fpu L DEeg ... EDEE.99

TTALIA

“ToAT OFUS V4 s G Ay 2 55 TER} [cA D08 1 WOL . £21.93
i . id. cirag BT LIS : TERING BHOS 1oeevas £10.05
VIDEQ DEFT I kA i Kl :‘::II!I!IiIH:PMIK“H At MASTERTNG AMIGA ASSEMBLER .
= .y IBAL COF = - P T MAETERING AMIGA C .. == 119.95
MICROVITEC 1438 [ o o o tice 0s ] £ : i e B PR TUTORiAL ViBEGS AUAILABLE -
MINIGEMLOCK PRO E144 .99 CB ROUTE PLI 3 B8 1onse e HE PRI B
o COLD DISK OFF( - 14,

14 HI-RES - FRO VIDED PROCESSOR BANKA BAKBERAS AN IHATE s LML g 2 - FAST FROFESSIOMAL MAILORDER
COLOUR MONITOR MOW ONLY £139.99 T bbbl + i ' M
A wtend '_i:-':"':w:'“-" sput &udlo & VIDED ENACEMASTER. BT .. T
0.26mm DOT PITCH Ry el vy e IRACINE 1 BIMGEATE ... .- -...rs ELES.39 E L £33, ars £

- T 5 o black; owe:l P in LATTICH/SAS € ¥ 6.4 wasoas BET.99 ) Order by Mall - cheque
DESIGNES ESPECIALLY POR THE AMIGA ot i g ¥ r o : g L - -
SWIVEL/TILT BASH, JEne L Ampers | [t A B it TEST MATCH r . i dralt or postel orders
FRESET AUTO PICTURE SIEE; i1 WATFLAN V4 . T . TORNADD Al to TRILOGIC.

TRUE MULTISYHC - WORES WITH ALL L 3RT s wes E1TH, MED[A POINT b TRANSAATACTICK Al

AMTCAS TH ALL MODEE.+ PCu | 5WGA) T T i {1719 VRLHALL & LORD 0F
WILD CUR SO0CER

14° ANTIGLARE SCREEN,

only E289.99 inc leads -4 e SIC X 1. s CHACS Ix Wainls
OFTIONAL STERED SYSTEMS L r g, L . SYNDICATE, CHACS ENGIHE, 9.5

SCHEEN BEAT BODGET STERED .. E19.99 L . Lﬁ';:f"' k2 PINBALL DREAMS & STRIEER

HEPOWER JOWATT ETERBD STSTEM f49.Wk I s £9H, PLATHAT IO oo cnue ALL FOR ONLT [19.99

W.IRELAND. ©[f7-88;

Uk Saturday delivery

Mot awsllsble to Seaerish

- § r Highland&)

PEOPESE] OM : u PO K1200 & 4000 OHLY “Subject to goods bal
1]

——— -
DOHT i HIEE ﬂ'l.l'R ATLHS PCE ﬁ“fmgn ool -- E; 3 FEICER WERE CORRECT i "“F—.“- !l.-mntﬂ:.

E 1 PROFESSIOmAL VI oor mtandacd Turms of
TURBO 1MM 4BESIIH:  4MEG BAM, 2EOMES ED 999 4 e g e B ek
TURBS MM 406DXT40: AMET RAM, IEOMEG HD £1099 + VAT ASE PROFEESIONRAL 4 . b / 1 B
TURBO IMM ABSDIZ-687 AMEG RAM, 1E0MED HD £1199 + VAT toan ; ——— I—
+
+

| 1
PENTIUM E0 POI EMEG RAM 430MES HD L1699 VAT
PENTIUH E6 PCI EMEG RAM 420MED HD £1799 + WAT

FaicEs Iectupe | SUFERE SFEC: 1.5% FLOPPY  PCI VIDED DIRECTOR ...

o Mo, LENIT | YL MOTHERBORRD® 14* SWGA COLOUL MONITOR womsEapoass | VISTR PROOD woais 157,58 E-FEI B-pm -

STERED soumD & | JSEE "HE Esnos 6.212 ™ WORDWORTH J AQ# +occcssiaaaas E55.59 &AT B-4.10 . ASE_LEEDS
EFEAKERE \MEG WINDOWS ACCELERATOR WINDOWS 1.1 § MOUSE PEMTIUMS P -11-1W .

ARAE
= HUDDERSYIELD
1% sercharge sppliss 10 seEs | d WE ANE HERE

LOWEST FRICES IN THE AREA FOR ol FC FARTS:. (ll + var) I radlt oard = doss W
CASES FROM L6l MOTHERBOARDS PROM £75, GRAPHICS CARDS FROM £1% KEROARDS FROM [l s to debit cards - ke SU1TCRS CALLERS WELCOME 63 MANCHESTER
[ S04 MONFTORS FROM E13% . PANASONNT S0 O ROM DRIVE £17% SOUND CARDS FROM DENECT AMD chshiabe. d%
47, + POPULAR PCLEISURE SOFT ON DISK & €D, ETCETC ; £ ALL AWIE CAED EALES ER% . BLLEEER




ne of the biggest dilemmas for any
animator is how to make their cre-
ations believable. In many cases the
obvigus solution is 1o incorporate a segquence
ol stifls from the real-world as part of the overall
animation.

As a result, things like TV screens and win-
dows can come (o life with your favourite soap
and scenery. Seemingly the perfect solution.
However, what if you need a litle more than a
simple sequence mapped onto a flat plain

For example how do you add explosions to
blazing ships or flickering flames to a candle —
without spending thousands on expensive
pyrotechnics and studio facilitias.,

The answer. The pyromania CO-ROM from
VCE inc. Thanks to this California outfit, the
nightmare of making a believable big bang is
finally owver,

Although many of the more advanced Amiga
animation systems attempt to emulate explo-
sions and other pyrotechnics, they've never
really been on a par with the real thing

As a result, this new CO-ROM will be a god-
send for anyone looking for the kind of FX usu-
ally exclusive to big Hollywood productions.

Owver the last 16 years VCE, or Visual
Concept Engineering, has been a leading light
= pun intended — in the production of visual
effects for films such as Return of the Jedi,
Robocop, Beetlejuice, Addams Family and
Cliffhanger.

Fortunately they've now decided to lavish
their wealth of expenence on a new CD-ROM
which boasts 1182 individual PICT files, all
scanned from 35mm film stock at a resolution
of 640 x 480 at 72 DPI.

Mot surprisingly, the aforementioned files are
split into a variety of events including eight
explosions, five fire wipes, five flame
sequences and a single film burn sequence.

Consequently, pretty much every pyrotech-
nic eventuality can be catered for by using indi-
vidual sequences or compositing a series of
events together. Mow as the videographers will

Fire wipes

Although the vast majority of the CD is dedi-
cated to explosions and other spectacular
pyrotechnics, there's also a series of dedi-
cated wipes that have been pre-processed
using an alpha channel, thereby enabling
the user to apply llaming transitions

between static images
The end result is a wall or circle of flame
which glides across the screen burning
away the current image,
replacement in its wake. Withou

ng the
ng the

eifect in action it's difficull o appreciate
impressive it actually is. But rest assured,
even the most dramatic Scala transition
looks weak in comparison

L

Paul Austin sets his Amiga ablaze with the [ —
that every animator must have in their collection —

be well aware, 540 x 480 is a little short on full
video resolution. However, thanks to the excel-
lant quality of the images, scaling up to full
video size doesn't really present a problem.

Howewver, in the vast majority of cases the
actual effect will only occupy a relatively small
areda on the screen. As a result, for many of the
applications the files may in fact need scaling
down — in order to accommodate system
requirements.

As you've probably guessed via the refer-
ence to the PICT file format, the actual CD is
primarily aimed at the PC and Macintosh mar-
ket, Thanks to the use of a standard 1SO9660
CD format though, the files are equally at home
on the Amiga as they are on the PC or Mac.

| must admit there is one minor problem, this
being the lack of an animated preview of the
VANOUS SBqUEencas,

COMPILING

On both the Mac and PC, small anim pre-
views are provided for each event. However, if
you're willing to invest a little time compiling
your own it isnt exactly a massive problem.

As you can see from the composite space
ship explosion, all the Pyromania images have
been shot on a black background to aid compo-
sition. It must be stressed that the images have
not been pre-processed.

In other words, the black areas of tha screan
are not restncted to colour zero. As a result it's
left up to the user to process the images to suit
their particular neads.

Basically, some form of image processing
is essential, with either ADPro or ImageFX
being the obvious choice for both colour
comect and compasition of the effects into your
animations.

If you're serious about your animation the
CD is an absolute must. To my knowledge
there's no other product available that can
match the explosive power of this impressive
product

Be wamed though, there's still a fair amount
of work to do in your favourite image processor
if you want the very best from the images on
ofter, A dream come true for serious animators.

FAC 4

The bottom line

Product: Pyromania
Supplier: VCE inc
Price: $189
Tel: 0101 818 367 9187

Playing with fire B
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i \VE MUST BE MAD !

AMAZING OFFERS [l GENERAL ACCESSORIES
ON 3.5" DSDD DISKS [ e s
25X3.5" DSDD 135tpi DISKS £8.95 3.5" HEAD CLEANING DISK £1.95

" - AMIGA EXTERNAL DISK DRIVE £54.95
50X3.5" DSDD 135tpi DISKS £16.45

200X3.5" DSDD 135tpi DISKS  £59.95 AMIGA A500 DUST COVER £2.95
300X3.5" DSDD 135tpi DISKS  £86.95 AMIGA A600 DUST COVER £2.95
ALL DISKS INCLUDE VAT AND COME COMPLETE WITH LABELS AMIGA A1200 DUST COVER £2.95

I CERTIFIED 100% ERROR FREE 2 FOR 1 GUARANTEE

SPECIAL OFFER

I
O - s 067 95

SPECIAL OFFER

ACCESSORY PACK

MOUSE MAT, MOUSE POCKET,
CLEANING DISK, DUST COVER
(PLEASE STATE A500, A600 OR A1200) L

i SR LE LI (OTHER ACCESSORIES

SYNDICATE - AMIGA TO SCART CABLE £12.95
CHAOS ENG[NE - JOYSTICK EXT. CABLE £4.95
NICK FALDO'S GOLF . ROBOSHIFT MSE/JSTICK SWITCH £12.95
PINBALL FANTASIES - AMIGA NULL MODEM CABLE  £9.95

ONLY WHILE STOCKS LAST MSE/JSTICK TWIN EXTENDERS £5.95

AMIGA ANALOGUE J/STICK AD. £5.95
. A500 REPLACEMENT MODULATOR £39.95
AMIGA STEREO SPEAKERS £17.95

DISK STORAGE BOXES

CUR L 1o STORMGEBOIES A O A QUAT AMIGA PRO STEREO SPEAKERS £54.95
| EXCEPT THE 10 AN o0 CARACITY BOXES WHIGH AFIE NOT LOGKABLE)

| 35" X 100 CAPACITY BOX £4.75 THIS MONTHS SPECIAL OFFERS

3.5" X 50 CAPACITY BOX £3.50 SKIDMARKS £17.95

3.5" X 20 CAPACITY BOX £2.50 MONKEY ISLAND 2 £24.94

3.5" X 10 CAPACITY BOX £0.95 WORDWORTH V3 £59.95

ZOOL 2 £14.95

BANX TYPE STORAGE BOX COMBAT AIR PATROL £17.95

8 92 ; WIZ N LIZ £14.95

|-n_;thf AND DIVIDERS MICRO MACHINES £17.95

CANNON FODDER £19.95

ONLY WHILE STOCKS LAST - ONLY WHILE STOCKS LAST
AL A TR WS RE AT SR, T

VISIT OUR SHOP WHERE THESE AND MANY MORE
PRODUCTS ARE ON DISPLAY ALL AT LOW PRICES

i ZHAWER: '?‘I'(TI;YE £1 295
| PLEASE ADD £3.50 FOR P&P

(UK MAINLAND ONLY - OTHER DESTINATIONS WILL BE CHARGED AT COST) .
CHEQUES, P/0O'S TO:-
MICROMANIA©Dept amp

74 OLDBURY ROAD, ROWLEY REGIS, R

WARLEY, WEST MIDLANDS B65 0JS

= TEL: 021 559 1002

All offers subject to availability. All prices subject 1o change witho wtice, E.&




ou're tired, hungry, weather beat-
en and ever so slightly lost, The
tourist infermation office sits in a
glow of warm sunlight as you make your
way towards it. Entering, you are confron-
ted by row upon row of pamphlets, maps
and advertising booklets.

A friendly smile beams at you from
behind the counter and asks if it can help
you. Several minutes later, you leave the
premises with half a dozen maps, five hotel
brochures and a clump of local attractions'
pamphlets after grabbing blindly at the
shelves. For some strange reason, you
don't fael any the wiser,

Imagine this in a foreign country and the
already hassled individual turns in to a
panic stricken holiday maker with two kids
and wife waiting in the car, all on the muti-
nous verge of Sealinking it back home
sharpish.

In MNorth Wales, the lourist board has
decided to take an important step closer to
customer satisfaction by introeduecing the
country's first multimedia, computer-based
infarmation bureau to help visitors with
accommaodation, attractions and many other
slices of the locale's culture.

ATTRACTIONS

With the simple press of a button to high-
light the area you wish to explore, the visitor
and locals alike are able to obtain an
overview of a particular region’s attractions
at the time. Photographs and the socon-to-
be installed full-motion video aid the holi-
daymaker in choosing what they will do with
their well-earned vacation

The idea was thought up by Peter
Simunovic, a Croatian who moved to Britain
eight years ago. While working for the
Clwyd County Council, Peter was already
heavily involved with Commaodore machines
having owned a Vic-20, C64 and 500.

He saw the opportunity to use the Amiga
as the perfect platform for the continually
updated delivery of valuable information for
tourists. “l would like to see Commodore
growing out of the game situation and get-
ting more into corporate affairs because the

Touch the
ealour-coded
buttons to
operate the
system

machine has so much potantial. Businessas
don’t know about the Amiga — they have
been surprised by what the machine can
do.”

After putting together a proposal, he
managed to convince the County Council to
give a development grant. Tha demonstra-
tions began and, after impressing the
Welsh Office, Peter says that he “got a
decision almost instantly.”

The impressed investors awarded a full
grant of £15,000 for the project to be devel-
oped and installed in the Denbigh library.

In stepped Ramiga International, headed
by managing director Bill Owen, to help
bring the brainchild to life. By using an
Amiga 4000/040 combined with the
Personal Paint Animator that captures indi-
vidual frames in real time, the Piccolo 24-bit
display board, an Mpeg board for handling

Ple ect button

and multimedia

icks of those holiday blues? et the Amiga —
take you by the hand Adam Phillips reports. —

From laft to right -
Bill Owen,
Peter Simunovic
and Commaodore's
marketing
managar,
Jonathan
Anderson

Loolsing
forward

There are big plans for the future. Ramiga and Peter Simunaovic are
planning a visit 1o Orlando in America to talk to a chain of hotels
about the possible inclusion of the system in their complexes.

The technology would remain the same: “The concept is the
same from tourism to large hospitals or creating an information
system for business. Everything is the same, only the data

changes,” commented Simunovic.

Ultimately, Peter has high hopes for Commodore’s machines:
“We want to install a CD32 in every hotel room and can deliver an
entertainment box in one

“On holiday, your home is your bedreom and you have a single

machine that plays music, video, games and information. There is
still a long way to go though.”
And that's another article too...

Amiga Computing
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Photographs
and details on
altractions and
other leatures
are on offer with
the press of a
button

full motion video, SCSI2 board and a
Philips compact disc cutter for creating cus-
tom CDs, the basic tools for creating the
interactive tourist guide were in place.

While some of the above features were
not implemented at the official unveiling at
Denbigh library, the results of Ramiga's
labour are attractive and easy to use.

Implementing a Scala-based system and
a hard drive with owver 2 megs of informa-
tion, the user simply has to press the
colour-coded buttons to the side of the
screen to choose their desired topic.

TOPICS

The full rundown includas attractions,
eating out, events, general info and highly
useful emergency numbers. By pressing on
“places to stay”, you'll be prompted to
select what board rating you can afford and,
once done, be presented with a series of
hotels in your price bracket.

Choose one and, along with information
on location, fees and other details, the
actual rooms, reception and other areas
may be viewed with accompanying text.

At prasent, only two of Morth Wales' eight
counties have been entered — Clwyd and
Gwynedd - but the intention is to have a
fully comprehensive breakdown of the
entire country.

While the system is 4000-based at the
moment, the aim Is to produce seven termi-
nals connected to each other via modems
for ease of updates.

Instead of the 4000, CD32's al each point
using the CO32x expansion unit from Index
Information - the company responsible for
the recent London Transport Museum's
facelift — and a hard drive will run the whole
system

Coupled with FMV, the Wales Tourist
Board can hopefully look forward to a
rewarding pilot run. Fac 4
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he trouble with ARexx and the
majority of programs which support
it is that hardly anyone can be
bothered to learn enough ARexx to write
their own scripts and macros.

Sorry, but there it is. ARexx is about as
interesting as a bus timetable and the pro-
grammers, thinking they had provided an
easy enough language for the average
user, were forced to go away and make il
BvVEen easier.

Since ADPro was blessed with the
superb ProControl and ProPage got its
Genies, ARexx macros have gradually
bacome more common, but there has never
been an all-round macro control centre.
Batch Factory hopes to be the answer by
supporting as many of the best applications
as possible.

In a package containing 304 scripls cov-
ering 11 applications, the macro-starved
user will find an ARexx elastoplast for many
commen or garden ailments.

SCRIPTS

ADPro users can choose from 68 scripts,
most of which can be used on single or
multiple files, ProPage users can add to
thair already long list of Genies, and even
good old AmigaDOS gets ten scripts of its
OwWn.

When loaded, Batch Faclory has the
appearance of a directory manager. Two
large windows are used lo display the cur-
rent directory and the files selected for pro-
cessing, and only a single row of buttons
breaks up what is an otherwise uninspiring
screen.

Minimalism is carried over to the menus,
which offer only a few options and can
leave you wondering where the meat and
veq is located.

Choose to select a script, however, and
the poor impression quickly changes. A file
requester, siower than the average snail but
still usable, offers access to an Aladdin’s
cave of macros of all shapes and sizes.

The most obvious use for a program
such as this is for work with ADPro, so
that's where | started.

The 68 scripts dedicated to ADPro cover

Creating loops
Nl is a snip with

| the dedicated
loop button

The world's
slowest file
reguesler,
maybe, but
thara are plenty |§
of ADPro scripts

Stevie Hennedy automates just—
ahout everything in sight with the—
latest helping hand, Batch Factory—

the usual sort of tasks, such as rendering
animations from a sequence of images,
plus a variety of common image processing
tasks.

Unlike PraControl, ADPro's dedicated
batch front-end, Batch Factory cannot cre-
ate a script as you go along by choosing
loaders, operators, and savers, but the

Below is a list of the packages supported by Batch Factory and
the number of scripts supplied for each. If PageStream 3.0 is
notable by its absence, don't worry.

Batch Factory will support it through an update as soon as
the DTP heavyweight appears. As P53 has already enjoyed the
gestation period of an elephant, we can only hope it pops out of
SoftLogik's incubators soon.

BIDPIO .. i simssiesaisss tasssdnmnmnninz s bxasmse smnns 68 scripts
AMIGaDOE. ... ..o ceermunrmssnsssasasssnarasees 10 scripts
Image FX ... B2 scripts
Cyanus Bd......ciomimimimmmmen 2 scripts
Final WHer ......coovimmesiciinnns Motro b S 4 scripts
Image Master BT ... 75 scripts
Morph PIUS ..ot ssmsnmmmrmrecssmsinnian, 6 scripls
Opal PRINE. coorressrisimmsmrmasssisis sainsnses 36 scripls
[ 2 = B e T e T ST T e 15 scripts
ProPage.........cccournan. 6 scripts

program has a multiple scripl facility so s
images can be put through severs
processes one after the other, which &
almost as good

Covering all the most popular operalons
such as twirl, rotate, scale, and so on, A
macro list is comprehensive enough 18
meet most requirements, though it still cans
touch ProControl or Mutiframe as as
ADPro add-on.

The bad news is that if you take a look &
the support panel you'll notice that some
applications are decidedly better served
than others.

Batch Factory's macros are haavily
biased towards the image processors and
Opal Paint, and while these packages are
treated to dozens of useful scripts, the oth-
ers can look a little sad, particularly Final
Writer with its paltry four and Cygnus Ed
{CED) with only two.

MACROS

Of course, macros can be written and
stored in Baich Factory's directory for use
with any ARexx-compatible package, but in
this case the only added attraction of Batch
Factory is that it can process several
gcripls in sequence.

The asking price of $59.95 is therefore a
litthe less justifiable if you don't use one of
the packages on which Batch Factory lav-
ishes most of its attention.

Again, if the thought ot writing your
own macros prompts you to wash your
socks or fix that wobbly table leg
you've been meaning to get around to for
the last year or so, take a very close look at
just how many macros you get for your

Amiga Computing
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clalised,

scrateh using point and click input from the user.

of these people in a trice.

The alternatiues

There are few ARexx front-end ufilities on the markef, a fact which lends Balch
Factory much of its appeal, but those that do exist are much better, if more spe-

ProControl, for example, is dedicated to ADPro batch processing and does the
job beautifully. Its simple and elegant inferface is much more attractive than Balch
Factory's, and ProControl has the invaluable advantage of building scripts from

In & straight fight for the ADPro market, Batch Factory would go down in the first,
stagger on through the second, and fake a fen count in the third al the latest,

Multiframe is a slightly different proposition in that it can be used fo preview the
effiects of a script, a huge aid when rendering something like a 24-bit ripple pattem.

As a baflch processor it's fine, bul many users will want something simpler for
straightforward jobs. Unfortunately for Batch Factory, ProControl will scoop up most

ProControl: more specialised than Batch Factory, but a far better companion to ADPro

L= _EHE_UTE_BHLECH St ases | g
il

hero

mullah. In use, Batch Factory is very sasy
to use, and the manual is only really
needed when the program is first installed.

So long as ARexx is running
{the RexxMast program is usually run
from Workbench's startup-sequence),
Batch Factory will launch the required
program, be it Image FX or ProPage,
and carry out its assigned task without
fuss.

MASTERING

Some tasks will require user input in the
form of a new filename or a specified saved
files directory, but all the tricky stuff drifts by
while you make a cup of tea and give your
latest issue of Amiga Computing the thor-
ough reading it deserves. As with other

ARexx front-ends such as Fred and
Mutiframe, you can master this program
armed only with a working knowledge of the
mouse.

Besides the scripting functions, Baleh
Factory has a couple of very useful extra
buttons, namely the reverse and loop but-
tons. Once the program knows the first and
last files in the list to be reversed, the
reverse feature inverts the order of the
images and adds them to the list for

\Uhat's a macro?

ARexx Is the Amiga's script-based language for communication between different programs
and has been supplied as standard since Workbench 2.0 was released.

An ARexx script is written as a text file in an editor such as ED or a word processor, then
saved to disk for use by any program which supports the standard (mosl do nowadays)

When a script is executed it runs in the background and can be used to do just about any-
thing, so long as the application it is aiding has enough of its own ARexx functions built in.
ADPro and ProPage are good examples of programs which can be completely controlled from

ARexx.

The script sends and receives commands from its parent program and can loop over and
over again 1o carry out mundane tasks, such as renaming all the files in a particular directory
or creating an animation from hundreds of single images

Batch Factory has over 300 scripts (or macros) and can run any that the user creates, thus

taking the drudgery out of many tasks.

program, but a bit
OTT just for batch

OCTOBER 19894

i

processing. This can be very handy when
creating large animations and saves
rendering the same sequence twice
just to get, say, a morph to reverse its
Course.

Loop is a simple button which
again prompts for a first and last file before
taking the selected files and adding them
{in their original order) to the end of the file
list.

DPaint users will probably be thinking “so
what?", but though looping and ping-pong-
ing are easy with 32-colour DPaint anims,
it's not 50 easy with 24-bit images and not
as widely supported in higher level
packages.

APPEAL

These final two features give Batch
Factory more appeal, but overall the pack-
age will only sell to those who use the pack-
ages it supports most or o those who
aready program in ARexx.

Without the facility to build new scripts
from within the program, Batch Factory falls
down in the novice stakes and robs itself of
a much larger audience. FAC

aYySTEM ESSENTIALS

RED = Ezsential BLACK = Racommandad

Workbench -
RAM

2 Hard drive

The bottom line

Product: Bateh Factory
Price: $58.95
Supplier: Visual Inspirations
Tel: (0101) 813 6410 {voice or fax)

Ease of use
Implementation
Value for money.
Overall

=] O @ @@
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§ Lhrough the square
: p!:!:lml f[!sgn.gfu:!ﬁ g

utility by adding some window opening code... ——

his month we are opening windows {
' the modern way (Release 2 :m““ :ﬁ:" :
onwards) and in order for things to ULENE ti_bats
make sense, some system routine changes LABEL ti_SITEDF

need to be discussed,

In order to create the enhancemenis
which came with Release 2, many estab-
lished system procedures, like window
opening, required extra data items to be
specified.

The new Commodore approach to this is
based on the use of arrays that contain

The STRUCTURE, ULONG and LABEL
items are some general system macros
designed to allow the assembly language
included to be written using C style
structures.

You don't need to know how they work,
just remember that each tag item consists of

also been defined and can be found, along
with the Tagltem structure itself, in the utili-
ty/tagitem.i system include file. Here are

B ! ; some example entries:
pairs of items consisting of an identifying  a pair of long word values - the first long
label and a corresponding ‘real’ parameter word provides a 32-bit identity. the second a ® TAG_IGNORE Indicates that the asso-
value. cmespnnddng 32-hit parameler value. ciated data itern should
Since these lists provide a way of tagging Tag identity values are, in the main, con- be ignored.
additional parameters onto existing O/S text specific and in the intuition.i header file ® TAG SKIP Skip this and the next
structures, they have been called tag lists for example you'll find definitions of a great i i_Data Tagltems.
and are based on system structures known many Intuition-related tag identities. ® TAG END gfgnms the end of an
u as Tagltems. WA _Left, WA_Top, WA_Width and array (the ti_Data field
. If you look in the Utilitytagitem.i header ~ WA_Height for instance are used to speciy is unused).
f you'll find that these entities are actually window position and size information.
defined as above: A number of geneeal g R SRS You'll see how tag list data is defined and
y used as we sketch out this month's code,
F 5 but before that | need to explain exactly
4 what we shall be doing.

Last month | dealt with the code which,
among other things, opened the Intuition
library. Now you might think that once this
library has been opened we would simply
have to use a suitable library function to
open a window in the Workbench screen.
Sorry, no such luck!

To prevent a user or application from
closing the Workbench before we can open
a window, a ‘locking routine’ must be used
to force the Workbench screen to remain
open,

An ‘unlocking' function is also available
and the idea is that we sandwich the window
opening code somewhere between the lock-
ing and unlocking code.

The locking/unlocking routines, called
LockPubScreen() and UnlockPubScreen(),
can be used on any public screens and are
handled just like any other library functions.

The required parameters are set up, the

OK, so an Intuition win-
dow like this may not
look ke much, but in
producing it we've cow-
ered a lot of important
groundwork!

>
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library base is placed in register ag, and the
appropriate indirect sub-routine call is made.
On retum, the results (if any) are checked to
see that they are valid.

One way of locking the Workbench
screen is to sel up a static name definition
using a dc.b directive, along with a variable
o store the returned Workbench pointer.
For example:

workbench_name de.b "Varkbench' NULL
werkbench_p ds.L 1

and then use this type of bare bones
library call arrangement:

LockSeraen Lea
pointer to screen name
CALLSYS
LockPubcreen, _IntuitionBase
move. | i workbench_p
save retorned pointer
rte

workbensh_name,al

The basic code for unlocking the screen is
even simpler:

nlkSereen movea.w fNULL,a0  screen name not
needed

novea. | workbench_p,a1
screen to wnlock

CALLSTS UnlockPubScreen,
IntuitionBase

rts

We need to tell Intuition which screen wa
want our window to open in and this, along

with various other parameters, is something
that we specify in a tag list.

For clarity, the standard Commodore tag
identity names should also be used, but to
avoid requiring the use of the official
include files I'll be setting up these items
within the source code itself.

The following EQUates do just that and
produce results identical to those found in
the official intuition/intuition.i and
utility/tagitem.i include files:

TAG_BONE EQU ]

WA_BASE EQU $500000463

VA_Left EQU Wh_BASE+S01

W Top EQU Wk _BASE+$02

NE_Widih EQU WA_BASE+S0Y

WA_He fghtEQU WA_BASE#SD6

NA_Tinle EQU WA_BASE+$0E

WA_Dragbar Eql WA_BASE+S1F

WA_PubScreen £l WA_BASE+S16
WA Left, WA_Top, WA_Width,

WaA_Height and WA_Title are used fo pro-
vide details of the size and title of the win-
dow (provided in the corresponding data
fields).

WA_DragBar, as the name suggesls,
asks Intuition to place a drag bar on the
window if the data item field is set to
TRUE and WA_PubScreen is used to
supply the address of the screen being
used.

Most tag identities and values can be
set up as static definitions consisting of
idantity+value pairs, so for the most part
we can decide what values are needed

Error handling and program closedown

locking and unlocking, and window opening and closing. There will be many  execute the function. Just five instructions are needed, so the 680x0 chip is
pretty good for these type of operations — do note though that a data
register (I've arbitrarily chosen d0) has to be used within the loop because
you cannot use the 680x0's move instruction to load an address register

maore in the final program and, as with library opening, many of these opera-

'm going to adopt an approach which is a sim-
C programs, | call fglynmm_

tions may conceivably fail.

plified version of something which, in my

resource allocation'.

The idea is to code all allocation and opening operations as separate sub-

We pull the function pointer off the stack and providing that it is non-zero,

Yqu’l‘!mﬂmmuummdanhmmm I've set up a null ul:tdrasaﬂght-f

at the top of the function pointer stack - this is specifically to allow this zero

before assambling the program!

The data part of the WA_PubScs
however, a painter to the public
cannot be set up in this way since
value comes back at run time from
LockPubScreen() function. Becausa
this you'll see that I've given f
WA_PubScreen data field a separa
label.

The WorkBench address has o B8
stored anyway (it's needed in order &8
release the public screen lock) 50 e
chosen to store it directly in the tag e
data.

Once the screen is locked a window
can be opened and in this month's coda s
am creating a 640x200 pixel window Wi
a drag bar which opens at the top le8
screen location of (0,0).

Here are the tag list storage definitions
baing used:

tags de.l ¥L_PehScreen
warkbenck_p ds. L 1
de. L WA_Left,0
de.l Wk_Top,0
de. L Wh_Width, 840
de. L WA_Beight, 200
de. L WA_bragBar, TAUE
de.l WA_Title,window_nane
de.l TRG_BOME NULL

Prior to the OpenWidowTagList() call
register a1 will be loaded with the star
of the tag list using code which in its
simplest form looks something like
this:

Gperlindow noveR.N FNULL 2l
Lez tags, al
start of tag List
CALLSYS

OpenindouTaglist,_IntuitionBase

routines that try to carry out their intended job and then either fail and return
an error code, or succeed and push the address of a corresponding de-allo-
_mﬂunrha.rﬂna'mah:wumpdnmm

Under normal (non-error) termination conditions, program closedown
mWMMmﬂWMMthWMmd
executing the corresponding de-allocation routines. :

If during any of the allocation altempls an error occurs, the same stack
emptying routine gets called but only those pointers that have been placed
mthnmmrwﬂumﬁumﬂmﬂmmummﬂnd
axecuted.

m.mmmnmmmﬁnmmmmmm
closedown perfectly safely. _

This may seem like an unnecessary complicated way of doing things but
it's not been used to make things difficult for you. Far from it, because this
‘technique makes systematic program closedown a piece of cake — just look
how easy the de-allocation loop is to code:

tlosedoun wove. | {a5)}+,d0  retrieve function pointer
beg.s Lib_normsl_exit
naove. | d0,al
jsr (al
bra.s closedoun

and execate reutine if it exdsts
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address test to be used to indicate when all items have been removed and
used.

There is another impartant benefit with this stack-based approach as well.
The de-allocation/closedown routines automatically get executed in the
reverse order to that used in the initial allocation/opening stages of the
program.

This provides a nice safe way of de-allocating things and avoids having to
use loads of 'spaghetti code' jumps and branches to provide error pathways
when operations fail.

Listing 1 shows the code arrangements for the locking/unlocking routines
and listing 2 shows the window routines. (Note: these lisings referred to are
on the Cover Disk along with the extended version of the code.) Notice inci-
dentally that I'm using an error label that starts with a period in both sets of
routines.

This is Devpac's way of signifying a local label (a label that gets tagged
onto the last used normal label to allow effective re-use of commonly used
labeals like loop, emer and so on).

I've also changed a couple of loop names from last month's code to pro-
vide other local label illustrations. Note however, that with some
other assemblers you may need to remove the periods and add a terminal $
sign to the labels to get the same effect (if in doubt, check your assembler
manual).
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Autumn’s deep hues are now upon us,
James Johnson goes scrumping for guality PO

heck out the latest and greatest
- from the world of PD. Whether

you need the latast utility or want
to indulge in the delights of demos, from
Bjork to Grand Prix Racing, the Public
Domain has a lot to offer...

ADS 2.0

Programmed by: Ben Sutter
Available from: Your Choice PD

There's a fair chance you'll have sean an
RDS somewhere before. A Random Dot
Stersogram is a strange type of picture that
is supposed to appear as 30D when viewed in
the correct way,

Well now there's a program for your
Amiga that allows you to create your own,
and also a text file which explains exactly
how they work.

If you, like many others, have come
across these strange pictures before, you'll
either be able to see them or you won't. If
you can't then I'm sure you'll agree they can
become extremely frustrating and soon you'll
convince yourself that they don't exist.

Maybe you should get hold of this offering
and lock yourself in your room until you can.
Believe me, it can take a while, but it's defi-
nitely worth it.

This program allows you take any normal
IFF picture (like the ones created in Deluxe
Paint) and transform it into one of these
magical wonders. The good news is that it
works, and it works quite well.

However, RDS is quite fussy in that it only
works with some pictures. Generally | found

SeCTor

As Summer has drifted to its conclusion and

Racing Maniacs is the

£ - { ; .'I. T 1. B o L
oa e . . y o .
PTRTR TR TR PPN

v R g o R g R e

; |

Can you see a ID image?

that black and white or greyscales produced
the best stereograms, so don'l go feeding in
some hi-res AGA still as it simply will not
work. The is the only obvious drawback to
the software itself, which otherwise does a
good job.

The program is menu driven, simple to
use, and you should have no problems get-
fing it running. In five minutes you can create
your own 30 masterpieces and save them as
standard picture files. If you own a printer
then there’'s no stopping you. Great fun,

Racing Maniacs

Programmed by: Paul Gaze
Contact: Paul Gaze

Racing Maniacs is a fast game. It's even
faster on an A1200. In fact, it's so fast you'll
probably have difficulty playing it at first,

Racing Maniacs is {(as you've probably
guessed from the title) a racing game in the
style of Formula One Grand Prix, and is quite
anjoyable.

Two versions of the game are included on
the disk; one for AGA machines and anather
for the opposite. Obviously it's enhanced for
the A1200 and runs like a dream.

The graphics are in a 3D style and certai-

*nly nothing to boast about — basic green,
grey and blue polygons that represent the

Big Time AGA
Programmed by: Axis
Available from: Freestyle PD

There's a lot of AGA demos
around at the moment, and
another to add to the collection. j
is spread over two disks and fea
some impressive graphics and effes
including the usual plasma clouds,
stills. and also some original effects
some of which are quite excellent.
The demo opens with an impressi
display of a mountain range, and use
some careful animation and pixelis:
to add to the atmosphere, 1
One thing | realised after watching th
particular demo was the lack of any fo
of spinning objects that normally ru
the demo world, and this in itsell

Big Time AGA definitely makes full us
of the AGA chipset, with 256 co
pictures and backdrops of a stu

obvious. The playability on the other hand &
where this game wins hands down.

There are a few different options of
gameplay such as head-to-head, tourna-
ment and different tracks to choose from,
but essentially the style of play is the same.

You control 8 car and race around van-
ous tracks against your opponent, with &l
the usual features of damage, bonuses and
— as an added feature — weapons to attack
your opponents vehicle with during the race

You are supplied with four mines for each
track, the purpose being to destroy your
oppanent and claim victory. This adds a lit-
fle more exciternent to the game, especially
when racing against your friends,

The best way to describe Racing

HUMANZ2

LA
P

[_J.
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and SHAREWARE IS

ART ; Df the

(alling all PD libraries....

..and individuals with anything remotely
worth my while having a peek at. If you
want something released as PD, or

i
.::g you'ra a library with stacks of hot new
ne stuff that you haven't seen reviewed yet,
res why not drop me a line with a copy, full
cts documentation and everything clearly
res labelled? | promise I'll at least look at
5 — your work. :
Tina Hackett, PD Submissions,
Amiga Computing, Europa
House, Adlington Park,
Macclesfield, SK10 4NP.

booting through the menu systam and
tedious disk swapping. ;

If you're a particular fan of this sort of
entertainment, then Punters is for you. It's
nothing special but does offer a good selec-
tion of quality games to keep you occupied
even on the dullest of days.

DiskManager u't.0

e S : . . : Programmed by: Andrew Woods
 Impressive AGA stills on offer with Big Time AGA Available from: KEW=II Software
: Disk No. U1100

ao3@ S83F

®ERA &53

1is ;ug:g-.af options and features to keep you A8 the tite suagests; DiskMeager is & disk
of Although not exactly stunning in the cateloguing progesns St aliluws. you 1o
\a- graphics or sound department, most of the obtain and store information about the
i, games are of an average quality and offer
8. similar features to their real-life counter-
- parts. Mothing special however.
all The only major drawback | can see is the
nd disk swapping. The entire compilation 15
ICk provided on four disks but linked together
== into one main system, whereby you choose
ch and then insert the required disk,
wur 3 This can become a bit tiresome, although
it- e e itis possible to install the game on hard disk
lly which is a reliefl for some. Maybe it would
Maniacs would be to look no further than the have been a better idea to SUﬂFll'y' the
g title itself, which summarises the game games on separate disks (after all, they are with DiskManager.
perfectly. essentially separate games) to avoid >

While Racing Maniacs cannot compate
with the likes of F1GP, and is fairly limited = o HA T
due 10 lacking in that essential | want more” HI|E"5 e EBE[IBI [dltlﬂ" EthS
factor, it is still a good laugh and offers some Anaiiable o Kavia Hawell
exciting features. Check it out. *
As far as slide shows go, there are good ones and

there are bad ones. This collection of shots from the
FuntErE film “Aliens — Special Edition” unfortunately falls into
Programmed by: G Smith and R Homn the latter category.
Available from: Sanity Soft Provided on two disks, the first major drawback to
become apparent is the requirement of an external disk
Anyone for a bit of gambling? Supplied on drive in order for it to run comrectly. This prevents any-
an enormous four disks, Puniers is a collec- one without an external from viewing the slides and
tion of various gambling-related games just could easily have been avoided with a simple disk
perfect 1o entertain yourself with on a rainy SWED.
day. Don't worry though, as you're not missing much. A
There are five different games in total and bunch of poorly digitised, dark and gloomy pictures Sigournay Weaver features in this
up 1o four people can take part at any one from the film, these might just appeal to the greatest rather poor quality slide show.
timea. There’s also provision for single play- fans of the “Alien"” films.
ars, although it's not nearly as much fun. To add to the insult, the soundtrack is nothing spe- tracks and greater compatibility. Many of them are just
Choose from a quick bash at the fruit cial and so this hardly grips the viewer with any particu- one disk in size, and beat this particular offering hands
machine, a day at the races, a round of lar intarest, own
Yahtzee, Othello or maybe just a game of There are hundreds of slide shows for the Amiga, Do yourself a favour and order two slide shows of a
Blackjack. Whichever you choose, there are some offering excellent graphics, thumping sound- higher standard for the same price.
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simple aspects of your floppy disks.
Basically, you insert the disk you wish to use
and then select the option you require from a
menu.

You can use DiskManager to build up
your own database of all your floppy disks,
holding Information such as the files con-
tained, the file system, space left, bad sec-
tors and much more.

Simply by scanning the required disk,
DiskManager will display all the necessary
information and store it where you like.

Also included are some of the basic DOS
commands related to files, such as delste,
rename, ete. This is extremely useful for file
management and although not giving as
much control over your disks than, for
example, Directory Opus or Sid v2, is still a
worthy feature,

Included is the ability o search through
either your whole database or just a partic-
ular disk for specific file names, directories
and files of a certain size. This is ideal for
locating a particular file and its where-
abouts in your disk collection.

Although DiskManager does offer an
enormous salaction of facilities, | didn't find
the actual program very appealing, mainly
due to the fact that the bulk of the features
offered are available using other utilities,

Commercial programs such as Directory
Opus, Quarterback Toeols and even
Workbench and AmigaDOS are generally
tar superior and also offer greatly used fea-
tures that DiskManager sadly doesn't.

Maagic Worksbench Extras

Available from: Kew=Il Software
Disk Mo. L1096

A while ago now, Magic WB was released
in the Public Domain. It immediately shot
up the charts as more and mora Amiga
owners saw it as a way of transforming
their Warkbench into a completely new and

First Aid Essentials

Programmed by: Gerard Fitzpatrick
Contact: Gerard Fitzpatrick

The public domain is huge. However, most of
the software available tends o be either some
form of game or demo and we see little in the
way of informative and educational work.
Obviously there are such titles, but just a
minority compared to the games world.

Firzt Aid Essentials is definitely one of
those in the minority and becausa it's so dif-
fierant, it is likely to be the only one of its kind.

As you may have already guessed, First
Aid Essentials is a guide to first aid and what
steps or precadtions can be taken.

Working from a large database, FA| offers
infarmation to the user on all different aspects
of the human body — injuries, illnesses efc. It's
simply a case of selecting the calegory from a
menu screen to access the information neces-
sary. For example, if you wished to obtain

Check out the human skeleton with First Aid Essentials.

information on food poisoning, select “poisons”, then “foed-poisoning” and bingo, the information is displayed before
you under three headings of symptoms, treatment and causes of iliness.

From this database you should be able to find most of the information required. Using First Aid Essentials is just like
looking in an electronic book and could prove extremely handy in an emergency. Although this disk will appeal to just a
small handful of people, it is a very professional and informative piece of software, and while not being the most inter-
esting of PD titles available, | thoroughly recommend it.

Even if it sits at the back of your collection for an age, the fact that it could come in handy one day is by far enough

reason to own it.

-
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Hundreds of icons on offer with this Magic WB upgrade.

Amiga Computing
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ariginal piece of software.

In fact, they were wrong. All Magic WB
consists of is replacement backdrops and
icons; and essentially does not alter the
software at all, However, it gave
Workbench a new and more attractive look
and many Amiga owners opled for its more
professional style

There was just one main problem con-
cerned with Magic WB. Now the
Workbench backdrop and icons were of a
similar theme, any other icons (of utilities
or games etc) unfortunately looked out of
place with their old style blue and grey
design, ruining the effect that Magic WB
creates.

Although it is impossible to solve this
problem completely (short of designing
your own icons) the author of Magic WB
has done his best to prevent it, and has
now released a whole disk full of replace-
ment icons (and backdrops) for mast of the
popular AmigaDOS utilities

Included on this disk are icons for the
likes of DPaint, ADPro, Directory Opus,
Disksalv, and loads more. There are also
alternative icons for some of the earlier
Magic WB offerings and some new ideas
such as icons for certain types of files, for
example graphics or sound.

If you weren't satisfied with the selection
of backdrops with the first release, then
have a browse through the drawer of
replacements, some of which are quite
interesting.

If you have Magic WB installed on your
Amiga, then this disk is an invaluable
upgrade and should definitely be consid-
gred. You may not use all the files offered
on the extras disk, maybe just a few, but
even if anly for the choice or a little alter-

ation this disk is worth getting hold of
Your Workbench should be left looking
even better than it did before! L

lay your hands
on me

Paul Gaze
9 Larch Close, Kingswarthy,
Winchester, Hampshire S023 TNE.
Tel: 0962 BB2819

Your Choice PD Library
39 Lambton Road, Chorlton cum
Hardy, Manchester M21 0ZJ.
Tel: 061-881 8994

Kevin Howell
54 Collin Road, Brislington,
Bristol BS4 35D

Freestyle PD
Tel: 0922 404023

Sanity Soft
217 Albert Road, Aston,
Birmingham B6 SNA.
Tel: 021-327 8574

Kew=Il Software
PO Box 672, South Croydon,
Surrey CR2 9¥S
Tel: 081-657 1617

Gerard Fitzpatrick
9 Glenhill Rd, Finglas, Dublin 11, Eire.
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Budgets under
a bluey!

The Birmingham-based software house US Gold has just announced the launch of 15
titles on their Kixx budget label,

The titles include 30 Pool, Action Fighter, Bionic Commando, Blasteroids, Carrier
Command, E-Motion, Indiana Jones & The Last Crusade, International Soccer
Challenge, MicroProse Soccer, Out Run, Rick Dangerous, Rick Dangerous 2,
Streetfighter, Stunt Car Racer and last, but by no means least, World Class
Leaderbord.

all the titles are priced at £4.99, so there is no excuse for not running down the
shops to buy a couple of new games. All the products should be in the shops by the
time you read this.

Going for goal!

The World Cup is now over and | bet you've been as surprised as System at
the amount of football games sitting on the shop shelves. You'll not have
heen able to afford all of them, but Empire have come up with what is
surely the best-ever football compilation pack.

Empire World Cup Year ‘94 contains Sensible Soccer, Goal, Championship
Manager ‘93 (plus it's ‘94 data disk) and Striker. For football aficionados this
is surely a compilation sent from heaven, but | suppose the majority of
games players have got at least one out of the four games,

if you haven't got any of these games then this is your lucky day, because

The biggest game
of ‘947

Millennium, the Cambridge-based
software house responsible for
such hits as Brutal Sports Football,
Diggers and the James Pond series
of games, claim to have bagged
the biggest games licence of 1934,

The game is Mr Blobby and it
will feature 60 levels of madness,
mayhem and some darned fine
gameplay to match. By the time
Christmas comes around, you
won't be able to move without
bumping into Noel Edmonds’ pink
and yellow creation.

Noel's House Party is watched
by 13 million viewers and Blobby
has even appeared on the front
pages of the New York Daily News

and the Washington Post.

Moel Edmonds, so confident of
Blobby's forthcoming success has
already launched a number of
Theme Parks in the UK which are
attracting up to 10,000 visitors
daily.

By the time the game arrives, a
second hit single will be clamber-
ing up the charts and there will be
over 260 Mr Blobby licensed gifts
and products on the market for
you to buy.

I'm still unsure, simply because |
can‘t stand Mr Blobby, but we shall
see when the game arrives on all
Amiga formats this Christmas.

Empire World Cup Year '94 costs only £25.99 which works out at about
£6.50 per game.

rul Deimer 1934




Happy Daze are here again

Daze, after the tremendous success of Stardust, are
back on the Amiga with two brand new releases to
keep you entertained during the autumn manths.

The first is the German-designed football man-
agement simulation entitled On The Ball: World
Cup Edition. Developed by Ascon, you begin the
game as manager of a national soccer team, facing
the first few gualifying rounds of the world's
greatest sporting spectacular with the desire to go
all the way and win the traphy.

On The Ball features unigue TV style coverage
of each match with exciting action replays from
various different vantage points around the sta-
dium. & running commentary is also provided to
add to the atmosphere,

The graphics are actual animations and not
jerky computer generated images. On The Ball has
apparently sold loads of copies in Germany and
now Daze are hoping that it will do the same here

On the Ball is a brand new football management
simulation which features amaring match animations
as woll as unigue TV style coverage

in Great Britain,

On The Ball looks like a breath of fresh air in
the world of computer football management simu-
lations and should be out in the shops by the time

The third part in the Ishar series of adventures,

created by top French developers Silmarils, should be

on your local shop shelves now

you read this. Daze's second offering is the third
part in the epic Ishar series of RPG/adventure games.
The games have become extremely popular over the
last two years, mainly due to Silmarils' efforts in the
graphics department.

This time the French software house
have included animated film sequences, quantum
leap time travel, teleportation, character manipula-
tion, detailed maps and even more spectacular
locations,

The evil wizard, who you thought you'd killed at
the end of the second Ishar game, is back! Time is
the main element in this third and maybe final game
in the series. To kill the evil wizard Shandar, you
must travel back in time and make your way
through a series of time gates.

Ishar 3 has a scheduled release date of September
and will cost you a mere £32.99. An A1200 enhanced
version will arrive at around the same time, but at
the slightly higher price of £34.99,

Streets ahead

Street Fighter 2, the world's greatest beat-"em-up (allegedly) is going
to feature in its own monthly comic. The Japanese "Manga® style strip
will feature all the characters from the top-selling computer game, as
they take part in the ultimate Street Fighting tournament, set among
the criminal underworld on the lsland of Shad.

Street Fighter 2 is the first new title from Manga Publishing, the
newly-formed comics division of Manga Entertainment, producers of
the best-selling Managa video line. It promises to combine all the
action and excitement of one of the world's most popular video
games.

The comic strip is written and drawn by Masaomi Kanzaki, one of
the top artists in Japan, whose other work includes the popular
Manga video, Xenon

Each issue will feature a 32-page full colour story, plus a pull-out
poster featuring characters from the game. The first issue spotlights
the hero Ryu.

As an additional bonus, a free pack of Super Street Fighter 2 stickers
from Merlin Entertainemt will be given away with the first issue. The
comic will go on sale for a measly 95p

&i
-
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Lec hnology

The world of computers is ever-
changing and System is here to keep
you aware of what eise is happening

throughout the industry.

® A home VR unit is finally on its way
and could even be in UK stores in
time for Christmas. US firm Forté
Technologies is making plans to launch
its standalone unit, beating rivals such
as S5ega and Atari to the market.

Called the VFX1, it is due to be
launched worldwide in November and
is expected to cost around the £650
mark.

It's fully PC-compatible, weighs less
than two pounds, supports a standard
VGA video card and slots into the back
of a PC. Several top titles will be avail-
able by the time of the launch, includ-
ing Doom by Id Software.

#® The Jaguar is arriving on these shores
in greater guantities, thus SDL have
reduced their RRP to just £229. Jaguar
games from SDL include Crescent
Galaxy, Dino Dudes, Raiden, Tempest
2000, Brutal Sports and the PC smash-
hit, Wolfenstein 3D.

® With the 3D0 planned to hit the UK
high-street stores, news has been
leaked about a new 3D0 compatible
machine code-named the Bulldog.
Scheduled for release at Christmas next
year, the machine is said to boast some
impressive specifications.

® Nintendo Ultra 64 (the new name for
Project Reality) was just one of the
machines on show at this year's
Summer CES in Chicago. Also on show
at the CES, which boasts the largest
gathering of video game companies to
ever assemble under one roof, was the
3D0 and the CD drive for Atari's 64-bit
IETTTETS

® There is a Super Street Fighter 2
motion picture being filmed in
Bangkok as you read this. The film is
under the direction of Steven de Souza
and is expected to be completed in
time for a stateside Christmas release.

Jean-Claude Van Damme stars as
Guile while Raul Julia plays the evil M.
Bison, but perhaps the biggest news of
all is that Aussie actress and top pop-
strel Kylie Minogue will play the part
of Chun-Li,
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Dut of touch with the
latest Amiga games
scene? These elite
selections from the last
few months should put you
back on the right track

Arcade Pool

Arcade Pool can now be added to the list of
Team 17 budget successes.

The game may have very nice graphics, but
it's in the playability department where it
excels.

There are so many different game styles

that you'd be hard pressed to become bored
with this piece.

For just under a tenner it is an amazing
bargain, especially when you consider that it
has actually been in development longer than
maost full-price games.

James

Highly original it might not be, but fans of
the previous games and platfarm lovers will
be absolutely besotted with the third instal-
ment. For sheer enjoyment and lastability,
you'd have to go far to find a better platform

Pond 3

game than Millennium’s tasty third fishy
adventure. If you're yearning for some fast,
frenetic platform jumping fun, then | suggest
you splash your cash on James Pond 3. You
will not regret it!

Benefactor

Benefactor is the best thing Psygnosis has
released in a long time. It feels like a mon-
tage of Flashback and Psygnosis' very own
genocidal pets, the Lemmings. Both the
graphics and sound have been implemented
very well. The variety of both location and

puzzle aspect of Benefactor make it an
engrossing challenge.

Benefactor is the type of title that will
keep the most dextrous platform freaks and
puzzle lovers alike twiddling well into the
wee hours.

Banshee

| do like this game and the weirdest bit is,
I've never been a fan of shoot-'em-ups! They
usually bore me to bits, but Banshee has that
elusive quality that drags you in. Each level
demands new challenges which are gen-

uinely tough, and the learning curve is just
right. This is an intense and extremely satis-
fying game that should tempt any games fan
with an ounce of adrenaline in their veins.
The Harvey Keitel of shoot-"em-ups.

Qick The Thunder Rabbit

Casting aside all previous platform games,
Quik is really a perfectly funky little game.
Admittedly, my first reaction to a platform
game about rabbits was not printable in a
family publication, but | was won over by the

sheer professionalism of it all. It's probably
more suited to younger players, due to it's
simplicity and cuddly approach, but despite
every aspect of it screaming “cliche” it comes
across as a very fun game,

King's Quest 6

Adventure fans will be delighted that Sierra
have finally decided to release the
sixth adventure in the King's Quest series
onto the Amiga. As far as adventure
games go, they don't get much better than
this.

With it's brilliant graphics, a fairytale of a
plot, superb playability and a level of addic-
tion that will keep you coming back for
more and more, King's Quest & is an
adventuer that should have a place in every-
one’s games collection,

The scores

on the doors
System has a different scoring system than any
of our competitors, so before you continue
reading the mag, glance at the words below {
o find out exactly how it works.

I'm sure many of you are now familiar with our new
scoring system, but for those reading Amiga
Computing for the first time and those who might
have forgotten exactly how it works, here is our
guide to the System scoring, err system.

In our opinion, review scores have lost their con-
text as a percentage; some products receiving scores
which were only a few percentage short of being the
“perfect” game, when in truth they were only
marginally above average

OK, so the scores might seem unnaturally low at
first, but that's only because other scoring systems
tend to be on the high side and perhaps not as com-
prehensive or honest as they could be.

in the long run you'll receive a more concise and
reader-orientated review that's geared towards the
consumer

0-20 This is given to the lowest of the low

21-30 An all-round poor game that
may have a single saving grace

31-40 Just below the average, perhaps
let down by a few indiscretions

41-55 Games of this score are roughly average
with 50 being a perfectly average score

56-66 This is an above average game
and is worth buying. For this reason
it would be awarded the BRONZE
awand.

¢ AMIGA

67-77 A game of high guality that
you as a reviewer would have no
reservation in recommending.
Anything of this ilk would be
awarded the SILVER award.

78-89 A brilliant title. Definitely
worth buying and almost the defini-
tive of its kind. This type of game
would receive the GOLD award.

90-100 The best in its genre. This benchmark title
receives the PLATINUM title
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The start of Prince
Alexander’s quest o
become King and find
his lost love, and you
can help via this
wonderful guide
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he start of your adventure and the first
thing you have to do is pick up a ring. Your
next job will be to move the plank. After
you have moved the plank you will see a
box, open it up and pick up the coin. Now,
walk to the crossroads and from there walk right up to
the castle.

At the castle you will meet a guard. Talk to him and
shaw him the ring. You will now meet with Vizier
After this you will have to walk to the village and

Iri the swamp and things are starting to get vory spooky
indeed, Nothing to go on as yet, but you'll be back here later!

enter the book shop. When
you are in the shop talk to
the shop owner to get the
ferry references.

Collect the boring
book and then go to
the love poem shelf
and read a love
poem. A page should
fall to the ground
and you can pick it
up. Before leaving the shop, click on the spell
book on the counter. Upon leaving the shop
walk north te the village, look at the beauty in
the garden and then go west. Ignore the bay who
is swimming and go to the ferryman. Knock on the
ferryman's door to talk to the ferryman then go on
the ferry. Keep talking to the ferryman until he
repeats himself

When he does this take the rabbits foot and exit
the ferry. Now walk back to the village and go to the

Pick up one of the iceberg lettuces because it'll come
in very handy for later on in the adventure
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Uh...let me see what I have.”
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At axclamation point you bump inte a bookworm who
has lost his dangling participle. Ouch, sounds painful!

Alexander wanders around the catacombs

Iooking for the beast. That geezer in the wall
looks as though he's already meit him. Gulp!

book shop. Walk inside and talk to Jollo the clown.
Show the ring to Jollo and then leave the shop.

Make your next stop at the pawn shop and pick up
a mint. Talk to the shop keeper who will produce a
map. Show the ring to the pawn shop owner and
trade it for the map. Observe the next animation and
then show your coin to the pawn shop owner. After
showing your coin to the pawn shop owner, take the
nightingale and leave.

MAGIC MAP

Once outside |eave the village and return to see
another animation. You will now find a bin. Get
some invisible ink from the bin, then go to the beach.
Use the magic map and from it select the isle of the
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sacred Mountain

On the mountain pick up a flower and a feather,
then using the magic map once more select the Isle
of Wonder,

On the Isle of Wonder you will meet up with a
number of gnomes. You must use the flower on the
smell gnome, the wind-up nightingale on the sound
gnome, the mint on the taste gnome, the rabbits
foot on the touch gnome and use the invisible ink on
Prince Alexander in front of the see gnome.

Wext you should get the sentence from the water.
¥ou will meet an oyster, whereby read the boring
book to the oyster and when it opens its mouth take
the pearl

When you have done this head east to exclama-
tion point. When you reach exclamation peint try to
take a pile of books and you will be asked to get a
dangling particle for the exchange of the books.

Walk back to the beach, then north through the
swamp to the garden and pick up an iceburg lettuce,
before heading back to the beach. Use the magic
map again and go to the lsle of Beast.

Once on the Isle of Beast walk north to the boiling
pond. Use the iceburg lettuce to cool the pond
where there should be a hunters lamp in a tree -
collect it. Next you should head north ignoring the
gardener on the way and you should find a brick -
take it and walk back to the beach. This is where you
meet the dangling particle.

Talk to the dangling particle and read it the sen-
tence. Now use the map to go back to the lsle of
Wonder. When you land on the beach walk to excla-
mation point again. Try to take some books and
when the bookworm appears use the dangling parti-
cle on it in exchange for a rare book. Open the rare
book in the inventory

Click an the dangling thread to distract the spider
and while the spider is distracted get the scrap of

|

i Use your wind-up
nightingale on the real
nightingale and you
will find that the bird
will take love poems to
your Princess

Quest 6

paper. When this is completed walk back to the
beach and use the map to get back to the Isle of
Crown.

From the beach, head for the crossroads. When
you find a nightingale use the wind-up nightingale
to befriend it. When you have done that, walk into
the village and read the proclamation.

Then enter the pawn shop. Use the wind-up
nightingale on the shopkeeper and then select a
flute from the counter. Exchange the pearl to get
the ring back and then exit.

Go into the book shop and talk to Jollo. Swap the
rare book with the shopkeeper for the spell book.
Open the spell book in the inventory for the ingre-
dients, exit the shop and walk to the crossroads.

INVENTORY

Use the ring on the nightingale and then pick up
the ribbon. Click on the ribbon in the inventory to
get a hair strand and then walk to the beach. Use
the magic map to go to the Isle of Wonder. Once on
the beach, go to the garden.

In the garden there is a teacup on the chair. Take
it and also pick up the rotten tomato. There
is a hole in a wall, Look at the hole and then click on
it. Use the flute to make the wallflowers dance,
While the flowers dance, click on the hole-in-the-
wall

Go through the gate into the chessboard land.
Once in chesshoard land, walk towards the chess-
board guard and observe the gueen. Get the red
scarf, walk back to the swamp and use the teacup
on the swamp.

Give the rotten tomato to the bump on a log. Use
the teacup on the swamp-ooze, which can be found
on the log. Walk to the beach and use the map to
go back to the Isle of the Crown

The guard-dogs at the palace won't
let you in, so change direction and
sow if there is another way to enter

.
. ®

Talk to the lamp seller and you never know, you
might get lucky and get a lamp with a genie inside!

The pawn shop is one of the
maost useful places you can visit
for getting important abjects

Go and see the ferryman, but watch out for the bay in
the water. Don't dive in to join him or it'l] be game owver!
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Millennium's new cutesy platform star must
save the dinosaurs by collecting the spoily
eggs. remembering to depasit them in his
superh Pinkie pod for safety.

n the past, some of the world's best game characters like

7o0l, Chuck Rock, Bub & Bob, and James Pond have I.‘n.'un‘ln.

appeared on the Amiga, but where are today's stars?

Zool has gone back to the Nth Dimension, Chuck has rocked off, Bub & Bob are some-

where over the rainbow and James Pond has flipped out!

The lack of decent characters is slightly worrying, but | think a solution to rectity this
problem has been found. Millennium, a company already successful with the James Pond series

of adventures, have invented a brand new platform character and Pinkie is his name.

with his home base set on the Planet Purple, Pinkie is small in stature, owns a big heart, a
bouncy walk, a huge appetite and perhaps the cheesiest grin you've ever seen in your life.

The actual game is a blend of hot and frenzied platform action, plus a good healthy dose of
puzzies have been chucked in there for good measure. Millennium are hoping that Pinkie will
do the business for them and hopefully become as big as his platform contemporaries.

I | k |
Yet another cutesy platformer, but is this one a little bit
different than the rest? Jonathan Maddock is tickied pink as

he enters the surreal egg-collecting world of Millennium’s

latest platform offering

On his guest Pinkie must try to collect as many
flowers as passible while avoiding his enemies

There have been so many platformers similar to
Pinkie that | could possibly list them all

Titles like Zool 2 and Bubba 'n’ Stix stand out in
the mind because they've only just come and gone,
but if | had to compare Pinkie to anything, | would
have to delve into Millennium’s back catalogue. The

James Pond series of games have delighted gamers
the world over with their brilliant mix of platform
action and teasing set of puzzles. The best out of the
series was, undoubtedly the last one Millennium
released.

James Pond 3 had better quality graphics than its
predecessors and overall was a much more rounded
and complete game, mainly due to it's unmatched
levels of gameplay and addiction

The visuals in Millennium's platformer are
superb and Pinkie really does look like a car-
toon. This is partly down to the traditional
animation pastel colour palette which really
brings all the game characters ta life

Not surprisingly, Millennium have got plans
to take their pink star from the monitor
screen and place him on the TV screen in his
own animated cartoon.

The main character jumps and prances
around the screen Z
and is very well
animated, plus
there are so many
nice animated
touches that it's
obvious a lot of
time and trouble
has been spent on creating Pinkie,

The backgrounds differ from level to level
and range from snowy wastes 1o alien worlds
{complete with pulsating backdrops). The
graphics aréso good that Pinkie literally looks
like a breath of fresh air in the otherwise dull
and stale world of platformers.
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Pinkie makes plenty of happy jaunts to other planets in the
solar system with the intent of exploring and meeting other
beings. Pinkie's first mission in this, his debut game, is to
save the alien dinosaurs from extinction

This is done by collecting the eggs and keeping them safe
n his Pinkie pod. The eggs are yellow with blue spots and
are extremely fragile. When the eggs hatch a fully formed

baby dinosaur pops out. The eggs have been placed, unfor-
tunately for Pinkie, in the most precarious of places
throughout the galaxy.

If the hero of the game drops an egg it is likely to shatter,
Once this happens, the baby dinosaur immediately extends
its legs out until they reach the floor and then runs away.
These highly mobile eggs cause Pinkie all manner of prob-
lems. If Pinkie does manage to collect all the eggs and save
the dinosaur race, he will be handsomely rewarded by the
King of the Pinkies.

Publisher: Milleamiom
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Hinkie is a cracking little platformes It looks beautiful
with its pastel coloured graphics, it has a nice and
theesy poptastic soundtrack and even the gameplay
aiffers from its competitars as it's heavily puzzle-

Pinkie's pod has more
gadgets than the
Batmobile and can be
used to reach paris of
the game that Pinkie
waodkldn't normally be
able to reach!

N
o

Hopping off his pad, Pinkie
finds one of the highly
important dinosaurs eggs

SOUND

The music in Pinkie is' pure
unadulterated pop and so it
should be. The games score will
go down in the history books as
just another cheesy platform
tune, but Millennium have taken
the concept of game music a step
further.

The Cambridge-based company
approached Station 2 Station, a
music marketing company
responsible for getting Mr Blobby
to number two in the charts last
Christmas and for working with
top pop stars like Right Said Fred,
to see whether licensing Pinkie to
music would be a good idea.

The brief was not to produce a
single from the game music,
instead Millennium asked Station
2 Station to produce an original
interpretation of a game “score”.

Station £ Station finished up
with a 30-track single entitled
“Play-it" and it features the vocal
talents of Kelly Smith AKA Little
Sister. CD32 owners will have the
pleasure of having all 30 mixes of
the same single and you, as the
listener, will be able to make up
your own favourite mix.

A1200 owners will just have to
buy the single on its own when it
hits the charts!

The sound effects, before | for-
get, are just standard noises and
aren't worth shouting about, but
they do the job adequately

enough.
Ill'fn

OPINION

hero, is very accomplished and well presented.
The end-of-level quardians are especially worth
checking out, due to the sheer gargantuan size of
tham.

Pinkie, as a concept, isn't anything different and
doesn't contain any new surprises, but as a game on
its own works remarkably well. | don't think |'ve seen

substance,

as a character, will be a huge success. The game is
obviously going to appeal to the 11-16 age group,
mainly because that's exactly who the game was
designed for. Older gamers might want to take a
look, but may prefer something with a little more

Pinkie is a harmless little platformer that won't

Sased. The animation of the characters, including the a platformer cuter than this one and | imagine Pinkie, hurt anybody.
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n the past, many companies have
attempted to create involving and
stylish graphic adventures, with

INTRODUCTION

varying degrees of success. These days it takes something a lit-
tle bit special to make heads turn, but Derby-based Core Design
have an impressive track record with games such as Chuck Rock
and Heimdall proving especially successful.
Core are confident that Universe will make a major impact on an
already crowded marketplace.

Innovative graphic and sound systems have been developed, but the
game aims to be more than just a pretty face. There are also a couple of
arcade sequences, despite the fact that in the past otherwise excellent
games like Operation Stealth have been spoiled by over-tricky arcade
sections.

However, the emphasis has clearly been on creating a challenging and
atmospheric adventure that can be easily controlled via an uncompli-
cated system of user-friendly icons.

Un

 STORYLINE

Boris is just a normal kid living in a typical suburban neighbour-
hood, His dad probably works for a merchant banking firm in
the town centre, and his mum does part time work at a local
estate agents.

Boris has a sister called Jenny, who is about five years
younger than him and likes Neighbours, Just Seventeen and
Take That.

Boris is quite keen on computing, and he's just
invested in a brand spanking new 35-bit Excellence Engine
which knocks the socks off his best mate's 986PC XDAT VH5
thingy.

One winter's day, Boris is happily tinkering away in his bed-
room when his mother, concerned that her beloved son is
devoting too much time to an expensive piece of silicon and
plastic, decides to send him on an errand - taking some mail to
his Uncle George's house.

Boris grudgingly toddles his way through the centre of
Ashby-de-la-Zouch on his bike, despite the recent snowfall,
dodging Christmas shoppers wherever possible and colliding
with them wherever not.

Along the way he ponders some fundamental guestions of
life. such as "What's in the envelope?”, “Why does dropped

=

toast always land buttered side down?* and “Who created
Eamon Holmes?* Eventually, having answered two of these
questions, he reaches Uncle Gearge's house.

Uncle George s slightly wacky and eccentric, and among all 1
manner of junk in his house, Boris finds a bizarre machine.
Foolishly, he begins messing and promptly gets zapped into
another dimensicn,

Some might say it serves him right, but regardless of whether
it does or not it is your task to return Boris to his home. Having
the opportunity to save the universe along the way is really an
added bonus.

A spinning asterold
passes silently by
before shooting
off into the etermal
night, lsaving you
gaping at the
outstanding
graphics

LVErSE

Much was expected of this
graphical adventure from the
creators of Gurse of
Enchantia. Dave Gusick finds

put if it lives up to its billing

in the beginning there was Boris, and he stood all
alone an an asteroid in a strange dimension

T




It's hard not to be impressed by the beautiful moody backdrops which were
lovingly crafted by top-quality artists and then scanned into the computer.

There is some very effective use of colour and in places the scenery is
nothing short of spectacular. Take a look at the screenshots and you'll
appreciate just how stunning the effect can be.

Core says that Universe features a revolutionary new graphics system
which allows up to 256 colours on screen, even on an AS00. The desire to
see new locations in all their graphical splendour is probably one of the rea-
sons that Universe holds the attention so well,

Our hero Boris has quite a range of moves available to him, and the ani-
mation throughout is extremely lifelike and smooth. He shrinks as he moves
further away from the frant of the screen, but loses little detail in doing so.

The intelligently designed icon panel means Universe
is pasy to get into but strangely addictive

R ListEAck

The game which really started
the trend for point-and-click
adventures was the ageing
Monkey Island, but to be hon-
est | reckon Universe has a
more effective control system
and is streets ahead in terms
of presentation.

Monkey Island 2 was a
great game but some of the
puzzles could be a little
strange and the game was
supplied on a huge number of
disks which meant plenty of
swapping.

A fairer comparison might
be Beneath A Steel Sky, a far
more recent release with a
similar science-fiction setting.
In this you play Robert Foster,
who finds himself in Union
City. You must discover why
you are there and what you
must do now that you are,

It features a unigue Virtual
Theatre system developed by
programmers Revolution
Software, meaning that other
people in the game go about
their day-to-day business nor-
mally, so there is a feeling that
you are part of a real living
world, ;

Blimey, you can’t leave a car anywhere these days without
a band of hooligans appearing on the scene

I wouldn‘t mind a vehicle
like that one, except that

the insurance premiums
could be warryingly high

N

A perplexed Boris gazes
J'nnging!,r up ot the light
spilling from an out-of-
reach window

— Publisher: Care Desipn

| Develaper: l-honse
L Bisks: §

| Geare: Aiveatare
L Hard Bisk lnshall: o

| Priee: 3006
| Conirel Systom: Moase

ASOO/ABOE/A1Z00/MODI

—— Spperts
—— Recammended: BRR00 ypwards

This luxurious
kitchen proves ta
be something of &
deathirap unless
you can make a

guick escape

Hang an a minute, wasn't he
in “The Never Ending Story "7
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A space hermit reveals all via the
simple conversation system

ADDITIONAL INFO

Qur universe is thought to be somewhere between 10 and 20 billion years old. At
present the most distant detected galaxies are thought to be around 10 billion
light years away, but scientists believe that the universe is expanding constantly

The speed at which galaxies are moving away from us is thought to be
between 30 and 60 miles per second for every million parsecs between them and
the earth.

ppparently though, Boris is no longer in our universe — he's in an anti-universe
called Paralela. Because of this, although Boris does indeed have to save the uni-
verse, there is a spark of originality in that it's not actually our universe he's
saving.

From the brief extracts from the Encyclopaedia Paralela supplied with the
game, Paralela is very different from our universe, All of this suggests that either
Uncle George was one of the greatest scientists who ever lived, or that he was a
crazed fool meddling with forces far beyond his control.

Welcome to

| wheelworld,
which appears to
be to Universe
what Mas Eisley
il was to Star Wars

A golden oldie
springs up,
making a
pleasant
change from
point-and-
click frolics

SOUND

In its early stages, Universe boasts
the sort of ambient in-game sound-
track that the Orb would be proud
of. The effect of this is to conjure up
a marvellous all-pervasive atmo-
sphere of supreme calmness and
cosmic loneliness, enhancing the
gaming experience no end.

The title theme is suitably impos-
ing and sets the scene quite nicely
It has a familiar-sounding air about
it without sounding predictable or
unoriginal.

In fact, throughout the game the
music is of a very high standard, If
you do find yourself reaching for
the volume control, it will most
likely be to turn it up.

Core says that during play the
music adapts to the moed of the
game in a manner similar only to
the LucasArts |Muse system, making
it something of a novelty on the
Amiga.

There aren't really many sound
effects, but they're not missed due
to the presence of such a feast of

sonic delight.
82%

Is thiz Wheelworid, or a
seedier part of Stockport on
a Saturday night?

opimion [

Without doubt, Universe is one of the games of the year so far. It has class in copi-
ous amounts and is presented outstandingly well.

The combined icon and text control system is intuitive and friendly, making this
a simple game to get to grips with and allowing for maximum user enjoyment.

While it would appear that Universe is smaller than, for instance, Beneath a
Steel Sky, with regards to the number of disks, there is certainly plenty of depth
and challenge.

Some of the puzzles encountered are completely mystifying, until suddenly the
solution dawns on you and you wonder why on earth you didn't realise what to
do a little earlier on,

As with-all good adventure games, there will probably be times when you turn
the computer off in frustration, only to return later when insplration strikes,

whereupon you will play the game for hours until you next become badly stuck.
The difficulty level makes success all the more satisfying.

The smattering of humour which is liberally sprinkled throughout the game
adds considerably to the experience. While Universe is not a comedy adventure in
the mould of Leisure Suit Larry or even the Monkey Island games, it is good to see
that it does not take itself too seriously.

Also, adventure purists will be happy that the accasional arcade sections are
surprisingly well implemented. Another nice touch is that in a bar on Wheehworld,
the arcade machines feature extremely good versions of timeless classics.

It is a shame that Universe is not hard drive installable since this would have
made playing it an even more pleasurable experience, but to be fair the designers
have tried to eliminate disk swapping wherever possible and loading times are

kept to a bare minimum.
Universe is the type of adventure game that will be enjoyed by even those nor-
mally disinterested in the genre, and must be highly recommended.
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Introducing some of the best public domain & shareware

disks available for the Amiga today. Go on...express yourself!

“All disks are «© bie for 1J253 Erapru: ilities compiation. Enhance your Amiga | G215 .. BAREMBMS it game
A500/A500+/A600/A1200, except (N) | U2 T AR ) Demo version for gamtdng | G217 Actof War.... me
which indicates not compatible for 1200 | U2 sl e - Mo pumpasa peinteeifty | BE1ELROBEIE it Casing

G218 .. _Space Rescug.... . Guite Sgaceship through Terrin
5T Punrcmmm] .................... Eyﬂ urmenm PDooplers aroerd | pamp ™ oun Atack TR * " Bisn Ledmine  bomber
u"'ll.lflis U258 .. Garden dasigner, ... reale yuur own ganden excellent graghics | G221 . Revenge of 16 MUtat B oo Shogting game
T (1 megh ... Trace yaur ancestgrs | U299 AZ Soell.. oo Bpechecker for word processing | G222 Meighbours adventurg ... |2 discs) Being Paul Robinson to court
{3 EUMH Aok R T e B B - EE Dnum samgiing & Drum maching BN WS [Graphics Advesture
D01G .. Bioehythens (1 mag) ... Chat ot fealngs. | U262 .. Exsential Vins KBfs.... ... ioi Kl i the fatess iruses
U052 .. Busingss Cand Maer . Empls bt gsefyl | UZE3...Soccer League .. ...Diastabase tor statistics an soccer ieams
a8 ... Databiase Master__......  Compransnsive AMOS datatise nmos
o Varigus label prntes .
Bast atecusts sackage around DOSE ... Entarpnse lem'lgdm:l A L Fameais animalicea fires Clads {2 disks) 4 Graphic adventurs
X Face D075 . Girls-of sport..... ..Pretty shats of tlnted grls | G247, Ouiz Master ... — Quiz which mchides Ediior
celent database | giap  The Run (1 meg) . T Ruchtar's car-chase animation, Good | G250 . Atiants ... . Ecellent Advenure Games
U137 600 Business Letirs., Pre-eriten scrip fr busivss comespenience D166 ... S8 Trek Animations._._....._ Anims. of LISS Enlerprse | G252 Homigiacky.. o RESOUS the dying planet
Brcelent wond processor | (77 Star Trek Animalions. ., m;am .17 More e above. Good | G255 Amas Gamas 5 fiames including Glasshack
Lolz of SuperFonts | [1280-....Jesus on Es" {2 mmj IH| ..... £ LA __ Eagefient rave music = . Hamqmnmﬂ‘!r.ﬂ US foathall Type 5
........ Compacting program | D282....How kit E il e RIS HETIO . Brand
Ermiiztes 186 + PC programs | D267 .. [0 T ) R e e SRR e i Slideshow
i . Ansaundk | BT RIS i il ...Ratve rissic & Graphics
Bagenars wort rucessor 0393 Tchng Wane ..o i Mare of NBSM | Ao ™o MR oo ook mm“ game
v Emtianes your iroiedge of this US'C 231]3 _____ ﬂ;ﬁ;ﬂ&a{l .. AmOS mm\ﬁll fype game
LI62 .. The Bible {4 dike) (N) ... : The King James Version | yaose o imits (2 Dish : 6. NGUSE .. ....3 (AMeS incluiding Enigma
e - A . | [ e NI Ml compliaticn 7 ....!EHHH £ "
UTE4 Woeld Databank...... Crmtes mags ofthe ot | gy Cypemne... T Excellent music compilation E‘m _______ i) ﬁ’ﬁ::ﬁﬁ,’ff;’ﬁm
U185 Aegraph. ... e EESES DRTQEADRS | RIS, . DO o IS8 by the Beat Master | gaip . Iar:.-m P M Spape shoot’sm up
I.J'H?S._..Tm;ks&ﬁﬁslnﬂﬂ e Prreiet wORd DIOCESSOE | WIS L OISR e e i More catchy unes | G312 RastaBike... ... e Backgammon & Dungean flipper
U789 ....[2 Discs) Analitic ALC . _.....{2 Discs) Best spreadshest available | U244 . Sound Trad:erﬁamula; {4 Dsks) ... 100's of saunds for sampling | - G316 Binod Raner, Monaco ... v roeri— PaiENCE CaIE gamE
0179 Calorie Base. ... Work ol your own calon intaks | UBAS . S0und EHBEE. ..o i iommsiiinned Diterent sapies for muse making | G319 uau:mmmm Rabbil .. GCompiation
180 .. BUSE Maths ... 2 e  Syliathus teaght disk | UOBZ . Howse Sampls Drums & Synihesisers eic. | G324 PasychoSana ... 'ﬁ'iugia urwﬂ'rr.twi'lh 15 Pestheg disk
U185 ... Astromamy ..... I:;u;.:w; positions of planets B3Z5... mmrmnmﬁEMFMI game for Bsks a5 reviewed
sy mmur ..... ErmT e GAHFS n Mlﬂiﬁmwuhnﬂ
----- ek ) LETER G005 . ALl New Star Trak 12 dnves, 2 disks) LSS Enterprise chisse, Best ome L .HBI]|!|' good paatform pame
U180 B COMm., s oo ETIDITE mOGEM [aCkage - g __Tikris game with excapbonal vanants
G007 . American Star Trew (2 mshs:- (] .....d%m Barhers graphic advesture
U194 Total concepsi........... Leam about in0SBers | GOO . BREaMOUL. ..o Classic mat & bal game V. Good missile command type gﬂm:
(905 . Fiome Manager .. .... - s Addeess bookBiodee | G011 Blizmard .. ... __Hanzantsl shoot- em-up. High quainy ?ri"rfﬁr'#iﬂr'ﬂlﬂﬂnﬂ
U204 Race Ratns (N] ... For horse racing iformation | G014 . Adventure Solions (2 desks) . Loads of s of commercal games | B331 .. Jigsaw (2 fiss)
\L205._ ABD Advendure Greator (NY...._ Credte your gwn adverture games | 9913 -...Dungaon Delvar (2 fis).. oo Dificol agventore quest. | B33 ... Dl in Space Culm e mdmm
o R Aneoutyourwiangs | 2121 - Deolion Mo 1 neq) .. enart Eakoeacy o 6334 Craey Sue 2..... — Popat platiorm game
0. gttt el S st 2 Bk QU yOUF WS | Gy | Electrosiic Train s.etql ..................... Consiruct oem frain sel o veee- ChIEN'S SeMlinG QUIZ
217 .. Training Log ... e Rl 2w Kaaping fit | G043 ... Leamand F|a-,r1 G-Judfnf'hﬁh.ujs Blagkbeard mathe. efz, i e Excellant damo game
T LT T R R #dvise an Commonback Complants I@gg; LleamAPay? . e L 2 Mg hur for the Kids. % w ﬂm&:lrmr 2 Lipdated Egm mﬁ
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""" ; G071 . Rstam fo Earth 11 rr~eu:|___ : . Bpace atversurg EEHI B =1 T . The best space Invader game
L1231 ... Audio Ammation Studio o Croste Can0ons | 5079 Treasum Hund Bt Kids game
Keep Ial:s un your spendibere | G086, Wralthed Ona.......o.ii Henie] Emﬂ: gﬂmm Knowkdge gz A 1 200 on LY
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ALL OUR SOFTWARE
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rudgingly, | put the disk into
the drive dreading yet III'IIIIIIII.II:IIIIH
another dull platformer. But :

puﬁngnll'mmﬂmﬁ:hnmmﬂhﬂanuw.l

pledged to give it a fair trial. And then a strange thing

: | was actually having fun. In fact it's the only

‘thing that's brought a smile to my post-holiday depressed face all
week|

Granted, Kid Chaos is anather platformer, but Wales-based soft-

ware house, Magnetic Fields, have really done something to acd

sparkle to a tired-out old formula.

(haos often breeds life, when
order breeds habit

The Education of Henry Adams

Mindless wiolence towards bunnies -
makes a refreshing change

The story of Kid Chaos relies on
the futuristic image that man
will be able to travel backwards
| and forwards in time (j.e. scien-
tists from the 21st century travel
back to the stone age to kidnap
Kid Chaos).

Many theories have been
pushed forward on the subject,

making it a topic rich in .Eﬂ .
opportunity to stretch the “Ia “IE mlms s::jm:
the
scenery as
possible

space having been made, things

that didn’t even seem vague ll‘ﬂlistlll"iﬂ m m

possibilities are now reality.

Those born at the turn of the m of mis

century would have merely

laughed at the thought of send- new platformer, Kid
3

ing one man and his dog into
space, but then in 1957 the first l:h!li
dog was sent orbiting around .
the Earth to determine the
effect of weightlessness on
animals.

And only a few years later we
witriessed the first man landing
on the moon. So, what may
spam bizarre or impossible 10 us
now may well become a distinct
possibility in the future

In the meantime though, peo
ple can only speculate, and
images of time travel can still
conjure the imagination without
the restrictions of reality.

it probably makes a pleasant change but I'm actually
stuck for words. The graphics really are breathtaking and
it's hard to sum them up well enough to do them justice.

Layers upan layers of parallax scrolling have been used
ta create a terrific sense of realism and depth, and
updates at the most terrific rate to keep up with the
action

Consoles can disappear Up their own cartridge holes
because as far as I'm concerned this looks as good,
if not better, than some supposedly superior console
platformers

There are many different settings, from Secret Gardens
to Toxic Wastelands, and each one looks superb, picking
up on a bright, cartoon like feel.

Pig-headed Kid Chaos finds his way
around the Toxic Wasteland
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Hmm, a bit dodgy this one but
here goes. Kid Chaos, a cave-kid,
was kidnapped by evil scientists
from the future and transported
back to the 21st Century.

They experimented on him
and farced him to wear modern
clothes - this being the most
contrived excuse for his dubious
choice in clothing I've ever

Yet again brilliant. The fast dance track works well with the style of the
game and it even becomes realistically muffled when the character dis-
appears under water, Y

Sound effects such as when Kid Chaos smashes the scenery works well
and gives a great feeling of a real smash-"em-up fest!

All kinds of obstacles
heard, block the way. Conveyer
The kid, having somewhat of balts make manoeuvring
an aversion to being experi- difficult

mented on and having to wear
blue slacks, decides to escape.

However, the exits are
blocked by force fields but the
kid overhears the scientists talk
ng - in true blockbuster movie
fashion — and hurrah, by smash-
ng enough scenery this breaks
the sources of the force field
and unblocks the exits.

He escapes and now it's your
job to quide him home

nies -
hange

Take your pick really. There are
enough platformers to look back
on and compare. Well, I'll start
with Zool, the game which sets
the standards for other Amiga
platfomers to follow

It's a hard act to match but
Kid Chaos does come pretty
close, although Zool plays a little
faster than Kid Chaos and looks
slightly prettier as well

Unlike most platformers
though, Kid Chaes is not cute. In

fact this is where it derives a m

great deal of its appeal. Instead

of rescuing sweet fluffy bunnies ired somewhat

Kid Chaos bashes the m-_mpurm‘ to you actually get to beat them :ﬁﬂ:g uh:?:t:!;:::fzdwmimliw I::I:

e = ok Fueio out of the way with a club. it's great to see a game that really does
And instead of having to play breal:ﬂumnul&.

an annoyingly cute sprite you Kid Chaos thankfully lacks any cutesy

get to play a Billy Idol look-a-like factors. It's fabulous to play, looks great

with an attitude for smashing andthuﬁd Jf-level games - wow!

the place up with a baseball bat. The idca behind them is a sort of

shoot-"em-up scenario and armed with a

gun you have to dear the screen of vari-

ous objects. On one level you even get to

blast cute teddy bears. See, no sympathy

for small, furry creatures and it's great!

The gameplay, although following the
basic principles of platformers, adds a
novel twist in destroying the scenery and
cute animals. ] _

Although it may not be politically cor-
rect, it means you get to keep your lunch
down rather than these sickeningly sweet
offerings we get these days.

And just because it's a platformer
doesn't mean life is going to be easy. Far
from it in fact. It'll take some tricky joy-
stick manoeuvring in some places, which
may prove irritating for some but this is
also an advantage in that the game will
last and last, making it well-worth the

The amount of detail makes for a a!hru I:'l':E
fetober 1984 '

An end-of-level shoot-"em-up against the clock

Supports: ASDO/ABDD/A1200/A4000
Recommended: 6800 upwards

Developer- Magnetic fields

Disis: 4

Publlisher: Ocean

Price: £25.99

Gienre: Platformer

Hard disk install: Yes
Goniral system: Joystick

visually superb game
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Nice, fiddly team
football games |kl tandloy g e
released this o ’ that didn’t qualify.
Summer to tie in with the World Cup, we
all looked forward to some impressive

new games, but so far there's not been

one that's really astounding.
So with US Gold releasing this offering, the
official World Cup license, it's bound to be good.

Or is it?

Yes, it does have some and at first it
sounds quite convincing but after a
while it does start to sound rather a
like being in a train toilet while
whizzing through a tunnel, Sorry, but
that is the most apt description | can
use to describe it.

It does change slightly when you
take a shot at goal but somehow it
just doesn’t seem to create much

atmosphere.
green borders. They
are actually much
wiorse on screen!

What a sorry sight this is. Well, first off, we have these enor-
mous green borders around the screen, reducing the actual
game to almost half the screen. Why this has happened is any-
one's guess, but it looks dreadful and makes it very distracting.

And then we have the actual sprite size which give the
impression of “Oh, we couldn't quite make our minds up
whether we wanted small or large sprites, so we've opted for
some that aren‘t really either.” They're too small to show any
animation and too big to play as well as the tiny Sensible Soccer
sprites.

Animated sequences have been used to show the referee and
the crowd cheering after a goal, but they don't look particularly
effective and slow the proceedings down to a snail's pace.

The animations, such as the crowd,
slow the whole thing down
]* Oetsaer 1954




Many football games are available now to choose from and this
just isn‘t worth forking out your cash for,

It does have a good range of options but these are available in
other games anyway. One different option is to change the 'Glue
Factor’ - how close the ball stays to your feet when tackling -
which works well.

The others though, such as Game speed, weather, and the fea-
ture to customise the World Cup match, have all been included in
other games which are a darn sight more playable than this
tedious effort

Save your money for Goal or Sensible Soccer. They may be old
but they certainly show these new games a thing or two, Or if

SIMULATION |

To get the idea of how World
Cup USA really plays, simply
imagine standing in a train toilet
while going through a tunnel
{for the sound effects), squinting
to see only half the action and
playing with a Space Hopper
rather than a ball. That will be
pretty close

Seriously, it doesn’t get much
better than this and it is about
as far away from the real thing

you really do want a new footy game then I'd still wait...the com-
puter footy games season ain't over yet!

agrEyey
i LK,
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Penalty practice - and the goalie has passed
out with the atrocious graphics!

as you can get.

Set-pieces are taken using a
method of setting an arc of dots
to direct the ball in the required
direction. Unfortunately this
isn't very effective and is fiddly
to do,

Goalkeepers are too easy to
beat and the player simply takes
his shot and stands there.
There's no following it through
in case there's a rebound which
he could redirect into the goal -
incredibly irritating,

A one or two button joystick
can be used and even though
the moves should be guite sim-
ple to carry out, the controls feel
unresponsive and clumsy.

Geare: Sparts
— Bard disk install: Yos

—— Supparts: ASOE/ABDE/A1208/M000
—— Reconmended: B800 wpmards

— Publisher; 1.5. Gold
— Duvelaper: Tlerim
— Cantral system: Joystick

— Price: £27.00

The useless Strip Editor. more
fun than the actual game

oo 77

As if all this wasn't bad enough, the game is full of bugs, it crashes and is glitchy
- the graphics flicker terribly when two players cross over. The whole thing looks
rushed out in time for the Werld Cup,

There was some hope with all the options available but this was let down by
the most ridiculous option screens I've ever seen. They've insisted on using the
official dog mascot at every opportunity — just in case we should forget that this
is the official merchandise. This all leads to total confusion as you try to differen-
tiate between one dog picture and another,

Incidentally, once you've changed all the variables to suit your game style they
don’t make that much of a difference anyway. There's even the option to change

the colour of the teams socks. Is this meant to be serious? Does anyone really care
what colour socks they have?

I mean anyone with a modicum of common sense would surely have realised
and said, “Hey, why don’t we concentrate on things that really matter, like
gameplay?”

This is what counts after all. Somehow you don’t feel in control of the game
and there are no impressive moves to carry out.

Most of all, the game is incredibly boring! Even the most appalling football
games manage to conjure some excitement especially in two-player mode. But
not 5o in this case. You find yourself wishing for the final whistle and the game
does nothing to evoke the competitive spirit.

This really is the spit in the referees whistle - avoid - unless of course you
really are a glution for punishment.
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& Virus kibar = an essenhial
purchass in thase days
whara thens &re hundrads of
Amiga wruses. Moo sune
yoir softwarne colaction is
drae Irom all known vimuges

E4.00

‘\ 11’4-7 1 VIRUS KILLERS |

N yau're in b2 beal ‘em
ups, here's a treal, Fight
AQaNs! MIMenus
N opponents in this fast
i action beatl 'am up,
1 lealures gnhancad sound
an 2 driva Armigas.

Oniy E6.00

h(]\l BAT

Wha nesds ::ujl'll\. or Mario |
wihan yau can play
anlastic games ke this
on yaur Amiga x5l
smoath seralling platform

-w B y
h f] gama. Excellent siufi

Cnly £5.00

MSB3-1 MORTON STRIKES BACK

I=__ Nu:u-.-. Ihg SUMMEers I'IEITEI
s time to do the garden,
.=|nr| this ks a8 good neason
nat to, bacause you'll ba
o0 busy dasigning &
Onfy £3.00

JhDKﬁ

| GRN3-,3D D GARDEN DESIGNER
Atwo disk collection ol |
various Scala background
lmxiures. Wood, paper,

ate, Gives your Scala

production a mora
pratessional finish
f'_hlly F&00

. Sound
5 SiEmplEre. mamory
e © expansians, Bridgeboards
mre gll hare, Inchudas
| el comphete diagrams
: Oy £3.00

" HWP3-1 HARDWARE PROJECTS

Fr|||r op qQuakty
compugraphic fonts for
use with WB23
Pagestrearm, Wordworth
D Paint 4 aic, 8¢

Only E7.00

Four all r-.'nl |..1.=|l’. board
B garmes. Scrabble, Cluede,

8 Snakes and Ladders, and

B Monopoly, Grealt fun for all
o he family

Al fov ondy £T0.00

f . fE R PO . 1) B
Payment method

0 This ts the most powerul
Arriga disk duphsator
avadable, In fact he aulbors |
say that if you can't copy |
aommathing théy ' giva you
your money back.

Oirgley Now E34.35

|XCP35-1. XCOPY PRO.

ALnNIng AGA im agas
in r_.é‘ salours. &ll of which
will blow yaur mind. All run
a4 a slideshow lor ease of
VIEWING

Oniy £15.00

'hEl = Ipll.le Hﬁ-l;'l':u-
maker, fsaturing: font
o | aditor, vector edilt

LU e ] -I 'r""‘

RH\]]_‘

CLL LN

rmiusic font
complate ks
AN far oy

crunch, archive &
decrunch any file or disk,
Inclisses DMS the Disk
masher, Powerpacker,
LHA alc

Oniy £5.00

_ CRMS-
Owvar 1000 Top Amega
jarma chaats on five dsks,
ncludes all popular hithes
e Monkay
Progact X elc, #c

Oy £3.00

f HT':Lﬁ tﬂﬂl} {_‘l 't"'_ull' CHEATS

e .4...,. . ||1'|‘||:| e
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s, Subpecls Inchucs
= wahicles, Animals, Star Trek,
irs, Siar Wars and

- ) oS cads moee

kool o .|I..':'l5| ;n-"
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s, Music, Soance,
Goography. Tast your
krowiadge wilh this axceilent
Vi ame
Oy £5.00
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e Arniga. Supports VGA on the
e | 41200 or A4000 works with
8 your Hard Disk, Floppy

&, Sanal, Parallel &
oL pors
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2. CRUNCH MANIA |

for USE | &ny Sarsnn |

W with Wordwarth 2 or 3

)

top quality fonts for use

Sirngly install them and
they're raady to use

Only E70.00

B A "nrnr.lel:fr ch',l
processing package
Inchudas; Spall chacker &
| grammar chacker, A vary
aasy lo use package
Only £4.00
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degrading yous A1200
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o s, bul exiramsady
effectiva way of running
old games el

Oy £4.00

) [}u ,.1 2. A1200 DEGRADERS

& good selection of Qames
demos, music, graphics and
tooks for use anly on the
A1200 or A4000, A great
way bo instardly bulkd your
AGA softwane collection.

E15.00

ﬂt(r&lﬁ_ﬂ'. A1200 STUFF

= High quality bax of tan
| blank digks, in a choice ol
pre-formatiad or
unhesrmaited madia, 100°%
armor free guaranteaed

! Oniy £4.95

u:a 10. TEN BLANK DISKS

M you wan I1'-:1na"|ud|:| 3

lan Baala or Floyd Men THE

GOLURMET COOK BOOK is

a goad way 1o got staed,

ewar 50 recipes includad
Oy £3.00

] GLﬂs-l T’HE COOK BOOK.

with this 8 il package
Take a
beank ACCH
whiara all yaur money goes

erverry month
5 Cindy £7.00

J A two disk sat -'.ll axtra

backgrounds, lcons ke, lor
use with Magic
Workbench, Regquras

| K523

Ondy £5.00

;J-I.l‘-l'."

WES-2, MAGIC WB EXTRAS

The rr'i;:1 pralessional

8l word search, crossword
salvar availabia on the
Amiga. Includes a
dictionary of ower 58,000
wiands, and you can add
WOILIT AT

Dn, £5.00

&

T e B e An-g.-.
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¥
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digk. I you have an
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D.""Jr E5.00
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classic byping tulors
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Only £3.00

| TYP3-1. TYPING TUTORS

. ] Whather you want 1o link
twi Amigas ogether, or 2
S PCs or Amiga o PC, then
| this package will suit you.
Easy o install

Cinly £8.00

IN_F_\’e ORKING

Briliance 2 = (ha bost AGA |
paint & animation package
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Oy £89.95

L{LIS

| ‘L'-L||-I||J|"u-
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OTY
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Epic Marketing, First Floor Offices, Victoria Centre, 138-139 Victoria Rdl, Swindon, Wilts. SN1 3BU. Tel: 0793 490988,




Megaball V3 18 most
datir laly tha bast aver
“Braak-oul” game
aviilable. Superh AGA
v.'-'.'lphir._-r._ music and
gameplay make this an al
fime classic

Only £3.00

- MGB3-1,

— DRl
games including

Braakout, Pacman, Space
Invaders Snane* wads o

disk will amazrs you
Cibjescts include: Delta
Fighier, Soul Huntar,
Tyranid and Vorlon One
Space Craft

i £t

LON *ﬂILH'( IS

A collaction of 1oals for ihe
printer usar, Prinar
drivers, labal maker and
other usaful uiilites are
inchuded in this gres
gabling started pack

-Jn-m F8.00

BLF4- l

ABY
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ga compite:
supsrh easy o use
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IF L?-

."".u-f! demans
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£d.80
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far =@ in iImagine. Rardar
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ours and

Oniy £12.00

g E B A compilation of very
powarfud disk copiars,
make backups of you
software collaction wilh
; AT

vittwe
Only £5.00

E2

fl Saventy bitmap fonts 1or use
in almast ary package
including Deluce Paim. Also
Taatures & famastc foni
editor for dasigning or
custemising your own fonts
Oy £7.00
-3. FONTS & EDITOR

—

gama in the workd, and
that's a fact, This is &
compdation of five of tha
bist. Bast graphics, basl
sound and bast playahbilty
Oty £9.00

" TET9-5, TETRIS MAYHEM

1. MEGABALL AGA |

. LITTLE (_‘-*EPILE__.

BTH . I][{: TIME SENSUALITY |

| Hundreds af qual ty texturas |

7. IMAGINE TEXTURES

Tatr= = the moet addictive |

e Enginas is a
compilation of in depth
animation seguances
showing you the workings
o all the micst popular
engine types

Oniy £9.00

| Hundreds of high quality
professional clipard imagas
Subjaces include
Peapla, Compulers, Xmas

and loads mare. A much
WIDET SCOnE
Ondy £13.00

G I:\H 10. PRO CLIPART

Qvar 100 o Wmia |'|r1:=.-||'

CITLm games raady 1o

y Spaactriam
amulator. inc: Jet Bet Willy,
Shool Daze, Altic Alak,
Star Trelk, Uridbum and
loads mons

Ondy £15.00

Trarepot, |

P{J]"l T ‘\PI:.LL\ (:i'a."rl]:.‘s.
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Slar, Panasonic, Epaon,
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|"'*-- eripl &l
l_;f'

E3.080

The completa systam

analyser. Tast your drivas,

mamary, keybosed,

mousa, axpansons and all

your custom chips atc
Oy E3.00

[ | Theusands of ussiul toois,

| demos, gamas and graphics

l'.lr' aach disk. Call tor ﬂ&lall‘i
ELRCNET DEWOS

cIﬂ--s_ul e wery [admel

demaos, mesic and graphics

| cOoPDY
GOPDE tinse
COPD % Ciase
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i [FF =amples, II'I..|IJUIIII_.‘|
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Only £7.00
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mm | The Fred Fish colleciion
. m. Crear 4000 ulilises inciuded

| I this sat, ranging from

| wordprooasging b
{ spraadshaets, graphics
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| olFsar ||'I-"lp5

Oy £33.95

__FRED I'I‘;H CD 1-1000

1000 all fime cdasss Pl.r‘llu.d
pames. Puzries, Adventunas,
APG, Shoot'sm ups,
Platformers. Works on the
COTY, C0A2 or mny ather
fmiga CO ROM drrea

Oniy £12.28

naE (i

LUL K ‘N LOAD CD

housands of archived
toods, Including: paichas,
Dir tools, music, graphics,
AGA fools, warkibench
tooks. |TH taka you monhs
o 8l thraugh thes lod,

Only £18.99

Wm

ithars, Vidao wipes
chdrops Great for
ensaling prolessional
home movies, &l vou
nead

Ol £72.00

=——————ua An essantial toal Tor
ﬂ'S-lallll'l::"l waorkbench on

| vour new hand disk. Easy

1o uss eithar an the ASO0

or A1200

Cinfy £7.00
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AHD?-2. HARD DISK INSTALLER

£/ LTAMINET 3 CD ROM

2,000 Adoba and
graphic struciuned
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Ammiga & PCCO Rom, All

us® on any

praparty. Wl this fve disk
| takas you step by step
throwsgh evarny basic thing
b by,

£9.00

-‘sB(r'B' -5. BEGINNER'S GUIDE

A collec
gam

ol A*mga card
inchuding: Pokar
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lor &l the Tarmiy.

Oy £70.00

C' T -." q -'\""I‘h.D—"'Gh 2 or
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disk aditors, sound &

| graphic 1ools and loads
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Oy £E3.00
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| | CLF15-8. COLOUR FONTS _

@ This is the most

i imgrasgive HAVE dama
S v able on the Amiga
4l features an amazing

o Boundirack & wacked

{ wigiigls, don’t miss this

"J G \'_r £4.00

Elondis tha car r_I ;ldl"-ﬁ
fantures urbaiavabie 285
cofols hi-res graphecs. Alao
available now ang four new
dJI g chh lmalunng 4 rew

-\.r"\l:{' E6.00

3 kL{}NDlKE AGA

Tha perfect comganion far all
| amall businasses, Thee

| business modulss induding

| Cashllow, Irvoicing-Sales

| ledgar, VAT reports and

o Bloek conbn

iy £79.95

ENHANCED

' KLD6-

STES0-1, SYSTEM 3

B An all fime classe? Fealunas
a inciude: T skill kaveis, hul
Isapuen tables, 30 tootball
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imjury ..r..tll-rls promodon &

_"Ilur.' now anly E3.00

| FBM3-1, FOOTBALL MANAGER |

Anaothar graat puzzie
gamsa for adults. A pint of
e best, a paciel of

of Cantrefold squaras
“What & lifel”
Oniy £10.00

| CFS10-1. CENTREFOLD SQUARES |

paanuls and a good game |

F'Ial.- Pokar wih aoma of
ez m-:-s1 mew al:hes in

-.f_?n.':: £12.00

. STRIP POKER 2 |

"'-Jlr-?ll '\.'l' I'ra & complata
baginmar al chess or a
champicn, Jl CHESS has
somaihing for you. Suparnt
praphics and speech make
this a great saftwane ife
a1 CHERAL TN | Oy £4.00

| JIT4-1. CHESS & TUTOR

Willuarr.s F1 Imagine
IZII:lJE":I:. It reguines 4 mag
il bul as you can Soa is
hmazlﬁg Requiras a
version of Imagna 1o
randar il

Oy £4.00

} children aged 7+. Maths

§ spelling, spead, sc. are all
b included in 1his excelient
compiladion

Owmly £9.00

Stop eiher pacple from
acoessing your foppy or
hard disks, by putting &
cuslomissd password on
your disk. Also contains
file encryption taols
Oniy £10.00

ENCRYPTOR
PSW10-4. PASSWORD

Epic Marketing, First Floor Offices, Victoria Centre, 138-139 Victoria Rd, Swindon, Wilts

.SN13BU. Tel: 0793 490988




latformers seem to have made a bit
of a revival of late, with some top
quality titles making an appearance.
It's finally been acknowledged that these games need a little
more to them to make them interesting and Audiogenic seem
to be on the right lines with their platformeripuzzler, Bubble
and Sgueak.

- el

e

Although the characters are irritatingly cute the game is rather taxing

SOUND

Again it is in keeping with the platformer style using lively,
jaunty tunes which fit in with the pace

Sound effects are in abundance and are of a very high
standard. In fact there seems to be a different sound for
every action. From enemies sneezing at you 1o rippling
water, they all sound realistic and work well. Background
sounds have even been thought out, like birds tweating.

At first | thought the character's sampled phrases (such as
*\Wait here” and "Come on") would grate on my nerves but
they simply reinforce what is happening in the game.

7

Find pots around
the levels to reach

stonvune [

Mow this is a weird one!
apparently a character called
Squeak just happens to drop
through a Black Hole and asks
you {Bubble) to become hero of
the universe.

The land of Grool, Squeak’s
home, is under a reign of terror
of the evil Kat of Nine Tails who
has enslaved all the Grooleans
and stolen their tails.

Sgueak managed to escape
and now needs your help to free
the Grooleans.

hle

Gone are the days when
Bubble and Squeak was
merely the dreaded choice
on the School dinner menu,
because now it’s a tasty
new platformer from
Audiogenic. Tina Hackett
investigates what's cookin’

The underdater
effects look and
sound Brilliant

It is quite comman for platformers to sometimes fall
,1.1(. into the trap of being dull and not very challenging,
s it's always nice to play those that involve a good
puzzle element too. Bubble and squeak does take a fair bit of working out and it's
not a game you can just whiz through.

The puzzles require you to work out how to get the two characters around the
levels by using the objects and character’s ahbilities - for example, jumping onto
squeak’s back to reach higher levels or operating the lifts with the switches located
on different platforms.

This works extremely well and feaves us with a very enjoyable and addictive
game,

It may actually be a little too cute for some but this doesn't mean it is an easy
game. Ignore the misleading cutesy factors and it is a taxing but very playable title.

The password system is a more than welcome feature {although fiddly to operate)
because in some places, if you make a small mistake like falling off a platform, there
seems to be no way out other than starting from scratch again,

m ) Detmber 1884
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GRAPHICS

Although it looks nothing new and is the usual platformer type thing with cute sprites and bright,
cheerful graphics, it does work exceptionally well and is of a very high standard.

The backdrops are detailed, the levels set out well and the special effects such as the lightning and
the character becoming darker underwater look brilliant.

On the bonus level, you take charge of an underwater submarine and this is where the graphics
really do excel. Using psychedelic, kaleidoscopic patterns to convey the rippling water, the scenery
becomes part of the puzzle as you make your way through seaweed and foreground and background
obstacles.

The characters have been nicely animated and add some humorous touches. For example, if Bubble
is left standing he will yawn or Sgueak will tap his feet,

Send him in a spin to fly over gaps

and

— Publisher: Audiogenic
— Developer: Audiogenic
[ Disks: 2

[ Price; £25.99

Geare: Platlormer

| Control system: Juystick

L Sipports: AG0G/AG0D/A1200/A4000
——  Recommended: BB00 upwards

The game has many objectives which keep things very interesting. There are five
~ worlds on the planet Grool and each one has at least five different levels. You also
get to progress onto shoot-'em-up levels and bonus games,

Storms are brewing and the
lightening spectacular but our
feartess hero still braves on, sven
against deadly Rattfesnakes.

~ On some levels the water will rise and cut off some of the lower levels. If either
characters become submerged they will lose a life. This keeps things frantic and the ﬁ
doracer e FLASHBACK
Gumball machines also play a big part believe it or not, and buying the Bubble
Gum for Bubble results in giving him special powers to fly or move as fast, or jump There are many games in this puzzler/platformer genre but perhaps the clos-
a5 high as Squeak. est to Bubble and Squeak is Core Design's Bubba ‘N’ 5tix which involves a sim-
- Plenty of attention to detail has been paid, especially in creating themed settings ilar sort of gameplay.
~and imaginative sprites, such as the Stardust Caverns with it's Red Crawlers and In this case you have to use a stick character to get around the levels,
Baseball Ducks who will hit any fire you hit back at them. whereas now it is an alien, Both have an exceptionally high standard of
' This is a very polished game, with a great deal of attention paid to every aspect, graphics and have many, logical puzzles to solve.
~ providing varied gameplay and detailed graphics. The game has been very nicely put This is more than just another platformer and has many more aspects to
together and aithough it is another platformer, it is of a high quality and has the gameplay than usual.
- enough puzzles in it to keep it challenging.




iolence sells. Don't take
my word for it, take a look
at the facts. Street Fighter
2, Mortal Kombat and
Body Blows have all been
amazing SUCCesses across
their own various formats.

The majority of these beat-'em-ups
are jam-packed full of nothing more
than “cartoon” violence. | mean have
you ever been in or seen a brawl where

00000

one of the fighters has leapt 20ft in the
air and fired lighting out of the tips of his
fingers?

Mo, of course you haven't because,
and here’s a thing, computer gamas
aren't real! That's not to say that there
isn’t a person out there who has spent
twenty years training in martial arts,
almost as much time studying ancient
Chinese legend and is now ready to
become the portal for the ancient and

system

martial arts warld, is about to become big news.
Jonathan Maddock bows politely and takes a look at \J

The finished
! drawings of the
enemies that will
appear in Master
Axe: The Genesis
of MysterX

banished five guardians of the earth,

Sounds weird, but it's totally true. Neil
Axe is his name and he's about to star in
his very own beat-'em-up entitled
MysterX - but his story goes much deeper
than that.

Born in the year of the snake in Bucks,
Neil Axe (real name) was first taught
karate by his father at the age of five. He
spent seven years learning karate-based
self defence, before using the next cou-
ple of years to widen his skills in two
other forms of karate, Wado Ryu and
Shotokan.

After dabbling in boxing, Akido
and Judo, Neil moved to New
Zealand where a five year
gap in his martial arts
training was filled
mainly with bouncing
work in night-clubs.

On Meil's return
to Britain, more
study in several mar-
tial arts resulted in
Neil's rise to the top of
his chosen profession
and eventually became
known as Master Axe - but
his story doesn't stop there.

Oriental legend has it that there are
five guardians of the earth: Quazar,
Stone, Storm, Aqua and Fire. All were
banished from this plane 9000 years ago
by man, who felt that he no longer
needed their advice.

Since then, chaos has ruled the earth
and without the guardians it seems set to
continue. The guardians need to find a
human host through which to project

themselves into this world once more, but
the host is a rare being and must possess
a number of special skills.

The skills required are those of the
fabled Manimal Warriors: Bull, Dragon,
Crane, Leopard, Mantis, Monkey,
Phoenix, Snake and Tiger, It will take
many years to select the host, as a test is
required for the chosen one.

in 1988 Meil Axe led a team of four

men (Roger, Michael, Julian and Mr Axe
himself) across the United States, sparring
in various towns and cycling around 4000
miles from New York to 5an Diego.
This, as Meil believes, was the
test. The guardians had
appeared to Neil in
dreams before the
trip, but it wasn't
until he finished
his cycling quest
{which inciden-
tally raised funds
for the Great
Ormond Street
Hospital) that he
finally realised it.

Look | know it
sounds far out, but Neil
states very clearly that the five
guardians wish to make their voices heard
through him and that he is the chosen
one

Ridicule the story if you wish, but by all
accounts Mr Axe is not one of those peo-
ple that you'd want to mess with, but |
swear that the above story is true.

The full official and impressive title of

Millennium’s beat-"em-up is Master Axe:
The Genesis of MysterX, but it isn't a
straightforward out and out beat-"em-up.
Chris Elliot, the head honcho behind
the creation of the game, explains just
hiow Myster will work.
*The beat-'em-up will be split
into four distinct parts: The
Academy, Coast to Coast,
Trial by Combat and Spirit
Struggle. Each part will test
the player on a slightly
different level, as well as
portraying varying types
of atmosphera”

The Academy
part is essentially
a trainer level to

enable the player
to get friendly with
the controls and prac-

tice all the moves needed to com-
plete the guest. Spirit Struggle is &
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The preliminary sketches for Master Axe's opponents include a cop who Neil, Roger,
Michael and Julian ran into while cycling across the United States of America

Myster

two-player section, whereby the com-
petitors control the dark and light (dark
representing evil, light representing
good) side of one of the four characters
on the spooky spirit plane,

Trial by Combat is another two-player
level and is a tournament mode based on
Meil and his comrade’s adventures in
places like Las Vegas, Los Angeles and
Maui.

SPRITES

Coast by Coast, which was destined at
one time to become the first game in a
MysterX series, is a one-player game fea-
turing the previously mentioned cycle
trek across the USA.

As well as Neil, Roger, Michael and
lulian, one of which you’ll be able to
control, there are to be eight computer
opponents who pop up during various
stages.

The game is only in it's beginning
stages and has a predicted release date
of November - therefare only the Neil
Axe sprites and a handful of back-
grounds are fully complete - but already
t's looking rather good.

Neil himself is more than pleased with

the backgrounds. "I've spent months now
looking at just about every other beat-
‘em-up there is,” says Master Axe “and all
right, I'm biased

| don't like special moves and | think
that from a martial arts viewpoint, which
some of them try to emulate, the move-
ment is ridiculous. Apart frem that
though, there is a tendency to treat the
backgrounds as an afterthought. 'A pier
somewhere’, ‘a city street anywhere', that
kind of thing. What Chris and Millennium
have done though is just superb,”

The AS00/600 versions of MysterX will
be released first, with the enhanced
A1200 and CD32 versions following scon
after. The AS00/600 version may have
slightly less moves than it's more power-
ful counterparts,

MysterX is going to be that little bit
different from the norm. it's not a license,
it's based on a real story and a real
person.

Meil Axe will be punching and kicking
his way on to the Amiga very soon and
with plans for his own Hollywood movie
and countless merchandising deals, the
computer game is only the tip of the
iceberg

At this stage in the development, only
the Neil sprite has been completed and
it moves exactly like Master Axe

In the training centre and just have a
look at how much detail has been put
into the background

Nell Axe in front of the
spectacular view of
Mount Rushmaore

The Neil sprite whose realistic
fighting manoeuvres have been
brought to the small screen

The back streets of New Yark,
just one of the amazing
backgrounds in MysterX

Betoner 1004 “ﬁ
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MIGA REPAIRS

Repalrs undertaken to Amiga 500 computers at £44.95 inclusive
of parts, labour, VAT and return postage/packing

Commodore registered for full technical support
Computers repaired In the quickest possible time
All machines will be overhauled with a full soak-test to ensure optimum reliability
Entrust your machine to the experts, full 90 day warranty

Repairs to disk drive and keyboard also included
{extra charge possible if found to need complete replacement)

Repairs to other Commodaore systems undertaken - phone far details

Upgrades and expansions supplied and fitted - phone for details

£44 .95

. ] RVICE AVAILABLE
To take advantage of this c;c:mias.;ﬁ)nlﬁﬁﬂg,”sfﬁg n:urha.nl::i dﬁcllvrr y'ﬂu?compulﬁ to our workshop complex,

address details below, enclosing this advertisement woucher, payment, fault description, retum address,
along with your daytime and evening telephone number and we will do the rest.
Shaould you require Group 4 Security fetum dellyvery. simply add £5.00 to the repair charge.

VIsA

=
WTS Electronics Ltd Chaul End Lane Luton Bedfordshire LU4 BEZ Tel 0582 491949 (6 lines)

[Wie reserve the fght to regect machines which, In our apinion, are beyand repalr- Rormal charge applies)

Amiga Computing
OCTOBER 18594
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magazine creaior

U258 KECKSTART 1.3 Aows A1 MVAEND o
run AS00 safbware thal wouldnt
normally min,

U265 TELESCROLL VIDED TITLER Wipes,
Tades, scrolls 1exl eie.

U258 D-COPY 3.1 Very poweriul disk

Tarmatier

copbe ¥
U306 TEXT ENGINE 4.1 The besi PD word
processcs!

U222 VIRUS CHECKER 8.41.
U283 SPIDERSOFT UTILITIES Garden

desigring Ut

K266 500 BUSINESE LETTERS Leters
profpssionally dons for gl gocasions
ity bo

Creats

UZBS-T Adid w30 [3) Lalnst CEMEA smulsior
with a disk tull of uiilites.

U288 RE-DAG vAL11,

U26T FRENCH VOCAR G 1o grips with the
|anguisge with this excelent disk.

Eg SUPEADARK (WH2+ ) Giresd screen

bslarikera!
U293 RELONICK 1.4 Excelient degrader for
A 2008

U281 AMIGAFAX 1.34 Good fxe software.
UZT0 FORAMS UNLIMITED Excellent

fermadinyoscs adigne - prints
U266 INVOICE MASTER Brilant foe
cresting and preving rodisid
U274 EASYCALC The best PO
sproadshest Commencial guaity!
(WEB2+1
WFTs EASYCALC This scelient
spreadsbeset for ASHD
276 EPOCH o Excellant CatendarDiary

eraabar.

U180 WESSY 2 Transher files iofecem Amiga
D04 and PC MEDOS files.

U185 SI0V2.01 Excallant altermative (2 your

weaikinench.
U LOCKPICK I Removes ug 1o 450

garme pratactions’

18055 MAGHETIC PAGES Grest disk
crasior.

Urzaz LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT Faor the

pRERImIE,
W2T3 FREE COPY 1,8 Sirmilar o Lock Pick
z

U293 BRASE 3 Powerful detabase

uz18 EDWORD PR 4 Excallent wand
PrOCESSON.

Wt MEWU BASTER 3 Excelient wiil. 1o
ks menus. Ensy 1o e,

LSS DOC DUMP Compress hexd 1o pring

1754 PARBENGCH Link up 2 Amigas io
eanrolicommunicals

uzm 'UIEIITEK 2 [WB2+) Great mulli-viawses

WFF, GIF. JPEG sic.

uza wan-w 4 Exeallent muftiviewsr (can
viim compressed fed)

U311 UNDELETE Gat back deleind ikt

U296 MUBSCBASE Excellent dstsbase.
Edits inchade 1racitime, nanning lime,
artist ebo.

UEh? SOCCER LEAGUE Faaty database.
Laobs of sintistics can be anbered.
uzas THE ARNBMATION COMSTRUCTION KIT

Uzas ADVENTURE OAME CREATOR

U257 DRSK SALYVAGE ¥ Fless comupl data.

U300 HCOMM 3 Latest version of wery
populsr camms package,

U3G AMIGA FOR Oreal deskiop publiahing
packnge.

7 GRAPH PAD Creale'dmaw graphs.

LG NUMPAD Gives M08 & numbar pad.

00 ULTIMATE BCON MAKER

U303 HARD DESK STACKER (WHZs)
Increases up 80 50% HO

LZTH PAY ADVICE Kenps tracks of M., ax,

pay #ie.

LI0GE M-CAD Computer Ald Design.
U304 MINIMORPH

U305 DAAT MACHINE Scaner,

U308 AZ SPELL Huge spell chicke:,
U108 CAOSSWORD DESIGHER

VDT A-GENE Family iree.

LM GUITAR TUNE

11315 BUSINESS CARD MAKER

Libirh GRINGER Excellens gla viewsr,
11314 BON APPETIT Recips datsbase.
U153 WINEMAKER Great datnbasel
UG AMEEASE PRO 2 Excelient dsishass

um%ﬁﬂ:mm
T,

U31E FAST INTRO Il.nl.ll!ﬁ{“’h'l
Fantastic imnd maker.

Un57 BOPE INTRO MAKER Similar o tha
wao above

Ui xg l.l-'I'I.I'I1E‘5 Very varied!

GA5T ORK ATTACK Drop rocis on Dris.
St .

147 EXTERKAL ROME. Gresi siralagy game.

GO LARN Excailent 1eet adveriurs,

G167 CASH FAUIT Bismmin' good frul
maching gaimia.

G137 COIN DAOP Qaaat indt mocking.

GOBD MEGARALL 2.1 A clasic bal s Ball

{Arianoid] game.
1485 HIGH GCTANE (1) Goad overhass

rmzing.
(124 DAAGON TILES Stunningly g,
reimdren Ihis thas (Shanghai] gsms
mmgm BOMUS Good rip off of Prince af
0158 LOADSAMDSEY Excallant frud
misszhine.
G161 MOIRA 5.4 Huge role playing game!
G158 DARZ MASTER
@198 SUPER PACMAN The beel version’
GO0 WIEIY'S QUEST
G150 KLAWS THEE CAT Wery nice iooking

phatformes,
E1£2 TOP OF THE LEAGUE Gram Tooby

managesant game.

G163 TOADA Very addictive frogge: i,

64 WORLD DAATS CHARPION Briliam!

6 DRVIRG MAMIACE Astounding 30

gama!

G131 STRSKE Excaliant 10-pin bowirg gamal

G155 DELUKE GALAGA

151 HYPERDAIVE Genst 1 of 1 playars
futuristic racing game.

G154 TETRIS FRO Possibly the best TETRIS
qlone

G168 CUBULLIS Madaning mddictive puzties,

G178 TRARLBLAZER Exact rapliza of the
CEME4 chaswc!

G1E0 SCORCHED TANKS Qe of B bast ©
on 1 Blase,

G523 STARBASE 11 () One of T bes? POs
arciand. Like Monkey lsland |poimt ‘n’
clizh}

G182 18 HOLE GOLF |2} Great Goif game.

G120 0. PRIX MANAGER

G1E) KUNO FU CHARLIE

G0 SCRABSLE

GO18-5 ETAR TREK (3

GtEd E-TYPE Greal aiteroidsy geme.

GATT FLEWCH Thrusl clons

G173 REVERSI 2 The beal verssn
G043 LCD GAMES 4 hardheld games

cefveted.

G1T POM POM GUNMER Op. Wiolf siyle
blester.

O1RE WAYNE'S WORLD PONG Lovely sound
whteces’

G186 WEBBLE _GIDDY Commarcial guality!
G155 POPEYE Conversion of the CEMSS

sl

6128 CRICKET Simple bt fun crickel gama,

G144 BYNAMITE WARS 4 player cions of
DOVHABLASTAR! Excallent!

G134 DONKEY KONG Classic CBMES
fereElSinn

GO HOLY DRAIL A classic tax] sdvefluns

G190 BLACK DAWN Excalleni DAD game.
Higihity rated in Mg

OGS AVATAIS 1 Player Teirla!

G182 BOX Text advenbars irem auihor of Lite

and Daath.

G171 AZTEC CHALLEMGE Excallers CHBMES
conyeraian ol one of my lams!

G153-4 TALESMAN (2] Hugs loon driven
adveniune - Tk

0125 CRATY SUE 2 Excelles platforming

.

G105 AAID 4 Excellent! Liks SWTY.

G035 WET BEAVER Tennis.

G008 CAVE RUNNER: The best Boubser-dash
glone!

G172 SUPER TWINTRIS Ona of the bes! 3
player Tears gamas!

G199 SUPER SKHODA CHALLENGE Overhead
4 plipar racing®

GOTE LLAMATRON One of She bes! blasiers!
By Je# Mintar.

G108 EXTREME VIGLENCE Fun 2 player Pt

shoot

mnd
@110 MEGASQUAD One of the best 1 on 1
Llassars!

G150 METRO Train sel game.

078 DR, MARID The clmssic clone of Tairis,
with o Iwisl,

G174 ACT OF WAR 1.4 Excellent
strmegyishoal game. Like Laser Squad.

G175 C-ROBOTS Progra robots o fight

wach other,

G075 DOWMHILL CHALLEMGE Graai skiing
chalienge.

m:wﬂm Nice Speedball cione -

GiI9E Hm‘f

G143 DOODY

G157 ZULATORS ¥, Tunny text advenbure,

@037 JETHUAN it's & Juipac cione

G133 50N OF BLAGGER Conversion of
CEMEY's classio platformes [identicall.

G103 WA WEN OLYMPICS (I} An amazing
spoein gaema, Greal for the kide

UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED

0179 BOME JACKY Geed Bomb Jack bype

ama.

G176 LEMBINGS 2 HD INSTALLER

G188 ROAD TO HELL Excalient sverhand (112
players| racing gema — JMn

G203 NOSTALGIUM The CRMG4 S Uridium

DEMOS

D23 FAIRLGHT 242

D232 SANITY ARTE Faniast demal

02334 NINE FINGERS 2} Follow up 1o Stain
of the Al

[T WOALD OF COMMODORE

[i1%4-0 PINK FLOYD: THE WALL {E] A total
classic! = 7 Drves, not &1300L

174 RAY OF HOPE 2 Georgeous graphied -
it REBSOIAT 200,

D23 WOYAGE

D043 BUDBAAN 2 - nol AEDWA 100

mawmmmﬂu— year ao

o240 EMFTY HEAD

[epa -2 ORIGIN {31

[i43 PLAKET GROOYVE

D44 FRACTAL EXPERIEMCE
D45-6 MAX. OVERDRIVE

A1200 ONLY UTILS
U8 SLEEPLESS NIGHTS Good coliection of

i,

UIT FREAKS Anciher good collectian
LI31A PC TASK V203 PC emulaior.
LigE0 A1200 ICONS

UZIT AGA 1 Good collection af ulils.
Uz AGA 3 Anothar coliection,

UzZT8 LYAPUNOVIA Excellent fractal

gEnemlar.
U313 WINDBLEND Great tractal generaior.
U320 ANDY'S WEI.2 UTILE Good colkection.
240 AKTION REPLAY PRO The disk
manipuleton¥] an Noppy.
11331 MAGIC WE (Also on WE 2.0,
LI MANDELMANIA Mandel’ & man.

EDUCATION

516 WORLD GEOGRAPHY

EDTT THE ATOM - 1.5Mb + 2 drives.

U223 LITTLE TRAVELLER

EO18 STEAM ENGINE

E0118 FETROL ENGINE

£0115 LEARN SIGN LANGUAGE

EN10 TYPIRG TUTOR

ENZ0 BIOAYTHMES

E21 HOW EARTH BEGAN

E022 SINGALONG NURSERY RHTMES

Ed23 CHILDREN S SONGS

Ef4-8 ELECTAOINIC WORLD (3) New and Did
Tasiamanl.

E017 AMERICAN FOOTBALL

B0 HIGHWAY CODE TUTCR

E012 JAPANESE LANGLAGE TUTOR

EN29 BACK TO SCHOOL 1 Thiee fun and
simpie [nsming progs.

N30 BACK TO SCHOGL 2 For the kids i

ksarn from.

E091 DCTAMED TUTOR Laarm how bo use if
property.

Ei2 ASTRO 22 v 1.55 For e disceming
aslislogar.

[E033-4 READ and LEARN 1 [2}.

A1200 ONLY GAMES

w138 MEQGABALL AGA The best versian of the

/bl and balers

9143-3 MOTOROLA INVADERS (2] Excallint
bimsier

G 1820 KLOWMKE [3) Georgeous glx o
Patiencs ihe card game.

G uhb FIGHTER Excelani sirestfighter 3

mmrﬂm:mﬂh k.

G145 GIGER TETRAIS Alienmegus g on this!

GOBA BOROMN Great blaster,

G141 AMIRPORT This fnninstic garms Nued bo
i o0 the A1200

(5108 UCHESS Excellent chess gams [ali
W ) - AW

A1200 ONLY SLIDESHOWS

5087 WAGIC FACTORY 2 Exoellent sci-f ple
SO79-82 WORLD OF MANGA [4) Amazieg
quality

S50B4 thn-h
GOES-5 MIMI AGA (3)
HIGHTBAEE

SOBT O
G088 NIGHTBREED 2
GLAMOUR

BOGS-5 FIT CHIX 3 AGA (2)
B0G7-8 FIT CHIX 5§ AGA (2)
{008 CINDY CRAWFOAD
8010 CINDY CRAWFOAD 2
£012-3 BODYTALK (2]
TN

E015-5 ERIKA ELEWAK (2)

BT FAMOUS REVEALED 1(3)

SPECIAL PACKS
These special packs are prices with pokage
Inciuded!

Thasa packs do nol inchase ihe FREE gifte.
wnhess ordering with 19+ disks.

COMMS

RCOMMI, LHA + DMS, BEC SIWULATOR,
PHONE DIRECTORY, TEXT # 3.0, ANBGA FAX,

BUSINESS PACK 1

TENT ENGINE 4.1, AMIBASE PRO 2,
EASYCALC +) [wime machme). AZ SPELL,
TYPING TUTOR, PRINT + BUSINESS CARD
MAKER, HR LML

BOIBKE = D&TS

BUSINESS PACK 2

FORMS USMLIMITED, INVOICE PRINTER, 600
BUSINESS LETTERS, LABEL PRINT,
FILOFAX. TEXT + 3, HOUSE INVENTORY,
AMBGA FOX DTP

8 DISKS = [8.75

w BUY BOTH BUSINEES PACKS

(16 DISKS) = £12.55

SPECTRUM PACK

SPECTAUM 1.7 EMULATOR + APPROK. 05
CLASEIC GAMES.

Underwuride. Sgy Hunter, Green Berel, Jei

* BUY FULL SET, APPACKL 188+ GAMES [14
HEKS] = £11.50

STARTER PACK

DUST COVER |ASO0MASONA1 D00}, MOUSE
WAT, DISK HEAD CLEANER, 10 BLANK
[DESKS, 10 DISK BOX HOLDER, 5PD OR YOUR
CHOICE ALL FOR E£16.50.

F1 LICENCEWARE

Prices from 3,96 1o £6.89

W gre elfizal F1 Lioonosware dlioios.

Bielow are 18 euckmive F1 iles wtich can bo

ondemmd om us. & full sting ol ALL F1

LCRNCEWA Croduch &S it (uF caralogue. W

s work or A0+ AR 200 unkess

othomwme sabed

Floase mmamier 1o aod 750 1o PEP

F1007 FORTRESS “*2Mb Chips: Oniy*™ C1.59

Rtesd 815% . POVWER {Jun 5d).

Anted 8% THE DNE {Jun 54).

This i & war Acadeisimingy game passd on a

Ikoas ol WEGALTIMANLL ard LLOLIE, wih

moedian] GFK, smnd FX and an sddichon el

m;_ziimp-pmwu-dlnuunﬁmw:ww
|

b,

< . Atcaohie mansnl io behold”, kA A Ackon

[Wiay "Rl

- ’:wa'i:s-:lln popenus. | e B, sad The

Ona (Juna "BE)

Fii06 BLACKBOARD v3.0 (2 disks) 458

Earfier varsion rabed E§% CU Amiga. Mew

wiEiDN mie #]% Amiga Shopper

“kGA Temens gal ned $4-bi graphe

maniglation. shouid 8 on your shell § you an

imc graphica,” §ail Amiga Shopper. BlackBeand

15 AN TEAE (HUCRELCT STREN specilcally for fa

ACA chip-8s machns, alhough BlackBoaed wil

TUm B ATy Wi The |olicwing Sysiem

AECAIREMENTS: 2 Noppy drves 0o hasd dive|
el & manamus 1 mngmrrw&

Wostsaanh - hrd T Fdden woiids it aach of
ten cifberan purzing. Slory Book - ke your
oowm Rcluies in s mink-arn peogram

F10t0 Karsis Masin

“REQUIRES AT LEAST 1.5 MEG" £1.69
Karale Masier Fas il the speed and vanety of
miwes and ewciesend o e mal spot 1 or 2
layers, 53 leveis. bmes onvoff option, sub game
avary two loveis « other lealuies
Aaviswed in A Acton (dge, "W} - “You should

e impras i

Bayiewsd In The Ore [May '84) - Raled 8%
Reviewsd In & Pewes [June 54 - Rabed 4 aul
of 5 {80%}

F1012 Oblfermtives £3.540
Dbiteratiies s an arcade shill gama lor 1 o1 2
players. Craate your oun FF screes o (5o as
the play ama’

F1013 THROUGH THE RED DOOA 3.9
FAeviewed in CU AMIGA {May 5| - “Anctier
grua educaiionsl pack’.

1+ Choose colour of ibjects in T plagroom,
Siuninsds & soasde

# - Haip Samah find missing arémals in ®a shop,
gardan and badnom

3 - el 1o grass Sarah and Simon in the comect

cothing

4 - Find the slpcs begrning wih the ssecies
lattar,

Fi014 TOTS TME 198

This e & maingy for P very young chid up e
four yeies O, has Fnee prograns

1- P irfry iy 0 alphabe] views pharss
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know about or have seen almost
every single Amiga game
Although | know at |east one
game a month will shine like a twin-
kling star, | also know that the others
won't make the grade. Only a few
games now genuinely excite me,
Theme Park is one product I'm
eagerly looking forward to, the same
goes for Ocean's TFX and Inferno, but
there is one piece of software | saw a
year ago which excited me more than
anything | have seen in a long time
Dreamweb, developed by Creative
Reality and published by Empire, is now
only a manth away from release and
about to make Reservoir Dogs look fike
Play School.
It's an overhead view role-play
adventure game and on its menu is bad
language for starters, violence as the

main course with a small side order of sex
for good measure, A banquet fit for a
King!

Before some of you start writing to
Points of View about the state of violent
games and today's disaffected youth,

Ryan, on a visit
to Louis, his
dodgy druggy
friend, gets
himself mugged

for his trainers

The start of

Ryan's
adventure and
time for him to
tool up and go
and kill his
first wictim

Dreamweb has an adult theme and thus
is going to be aimed at the same audi-
ence who have seen films like Blade
Runner and Akira.

Empire are even going to give the
game a voluntary 18 certificate, so

angered parents need not worry - not
that they should anyway because their
kids need only watch the News at Ten to
get their daily dose of violence.

The Dreamweb is an endless dwelling
of thought. Its core is occupied by seven

00000

Reality bites!

Creative Reality was formed about four years ago and consists of just two people -
Neil Dodwell codes while Dave Dew produces all the graphics. The duo have worked
on almost every machine and completed about 15 products between them.

Before Dreamweb, Neil and Dave created the wonderful Myth for System 3. The
two were also responsible for several older Spectrum games including Nemesis the
Warlock and Slaine from 20004D, plus they've done various conversions onto the
consoles,

Both developers have never had any formal training and never had a “proper”
job. The two work well as a team and their best work is always something that they
have collaborated on.

The Dreamweb concept was first conceived sometime in 1989, Creative Reality,
like 5o many developers, got bored with linear platform games and then got the
idea to do a role-play adventure. The name “Dreamweb” was what first started the
whole project because Creative Reality thought that it was a powerful film-like
name.

The game has béen through many ideas and story lines and it's taken just over

ﬁ | | e

In Dreamweb
there is an
element of
surprise and
Ryan, by not
looking owver his
shoulder has,
unfartunately,
just bean blown
away. Game
OWEr, FMan

four years to complete. This in computer game terms is a hell of a long time, but
Empire have let the lads have complete freedom to do what they want and firmly
believe that Dreamweb is worth waiting for.

In the future, Creative Reality are hoping to do more games using the
Dreamweb adventure engine. The duo are planning to use CD technology more
and maore as it is ideally suited to games like Dreamweb.




el

of

e i
il
tely.
J1 T

e

pntrolling powers who influence the
thoughts and actions of their hosts on
farth. The Dreamweb is watched over by
e keepers. When any of the seven peo-

gee on Earth die, their controlling power

es too.

& new power emerges which may be
good or evil. The overall feeling of the
Dreamweb is reflected in people’s
greams on Earth. If the Dreamweb tends
towards evil, dreams become night-
Miares.

The evil hosts come into conflict with
the good hosts and a battle for status
ensues for centuries. The battle swayed
soth sides, but evil has finally destroyed
all the good hosts and it now controls all
the dreams. The keepers decided that it
was time to appoint a person on Earth to
act for them and restore the balance

HOSTS

You play Ryan, the only person close
enough to all seven hosts to destroy
them before they reach entropy. When
Ryan kills a host their soul is consumed
nto his body, sending the hero of the
adventure into the Dreamweb

Only when all seven hosts are dead
will the Dreamweb's balance be finally
restored. This concludes Dreamweb’s
mind-expanding epic storyline!

The game revolves around intricate
object manipulation and Creative Reality
are proud of the fact that every object
tan be examined in minute detail.
Objects can hold many other smaller
objects which can also be used (i.e.
cigarette packets hold cigarettes and so
an)

The objects can be picked up and
dropped anywhere in the game, unlike
most adventures which don't let you
drop them. The game keeps track of all

web

The guardians of the Dreamweb
summon Ryan to assassinate the

seven evil beings to try and restare
the balance between good and bad

this manipulation using complex data
structures.

Dreamweb is a graphically huge
adventure and as with the programming,
t was all done by one person. There are
over 4000 frames of animation alone,
each frame hand-drawn by Dave Dew.
The graphics are heavily stylised and give
more than a nod and a wink to the visu
als seen in Ridley Scott’s Blade Runner

Dave didn't use any clever technigues
such as digitising - everything was drawn
with his own fair hand. Most of the
graphics were produced using Creative
Reality’s own adventure editor, but some
of the larger sprites and backgrounds
were created on Deluxe Paint

I've seen a 99% complete version of
Dreamweb and all Creative Reality need
to do is add the ever-changing atmo-
spheric soundtrack, but | can't really fail
to be impressed

| know this is a preview and not a
review, but Empire have got a winner on
their hands and | will have the wonderful
pleasure of reviewing it for you next
maonth. Just dreamy!
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Outzside of Sparky's bar and there is a babbling drunk standing
in the rain, Go inside to gain some important information

First assassination of the day and you have to shoot a rock star P
while he's indulging himself in a bit of hot sex. What away tege! [ )

Another evil target has been hunted down and she is
about to be put to rest with a bullet in the head

Detaber 1804 ll'



The beginning of the

| game. A guardian on the
bridge has been added,
but graphically not much
has changed from the
first initial sketch

Ilmlltupitslmdl l
some horns out of the top of his head, grabs his trident "
nd takes a look at : I

2 -only

ver the last few years the term
"interactive cartoon” has
slowly translated into “un-
playable game.” This is the
fault of the developers who have been
putting too much emphasis on the
graphics and sound and forgetting
about what really counts, the
playability.

The first interactive cartoons on the
Amiga were the Dragon's Lair and
Space Ace series of games, Technically,
these software products were outstand-
ing and caused many gamers’ jaws to
drop.

The down side, due to massive
amounts of data involved, was that the
games came on far too many disks
which meant you were sentenced to a
life in swapping hell.

The Sullivan Bluth Studios, famous
for motion pictures such as Freddy
F.R.O.7, All Dogs Go To Heaven and
more recently Thumbeling, handled all

Mutt has found one of the doors which lead to one of the game’s 50 or so purzie rooms

Litil Diwil has,
unfortunately, found
one of the many traps
in the game and | den'‘t
think he looks teo
happy about it either

sLil

the animation and did a really good job
with the products, but they were
all sadly lacking in the playability
department.

3.5" disks are now becoming slowly
defunct and it looks like the computer
industry is quickly moving towards the
CD format. The CD is able to hold huge
amounts of data and some machines
like the CD32 even have built-in FMV
{Full Motion Video) modules, enabling
the user to watch current movies on
CD.

This means games like Space Ace will
now become more commonplace and
with the data storage problem sorted,
prominence can now be, at last, put on
gameplay.

The Irish division of Gremlin Graphies
have been working on a game to fully
test the CD32's capabilities in the inter-
active cartoon department. it's called
Litil Divil and has taken four years to
complete. Litil Divil's story begins in the

®—
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There are several items on sale in the shop and all of them are needed
to camplete the game. Collect the gold and they will be yours

pderworld and this is where the sands

g trickle eternally through the

Bur glass'of infinity. Thus tomorrow is

the'same as yesterday and will

undoubtedly be the same as the day
after,

Time crawls along and only once is
the monotony broken. This occurs
once a year by a meeting of the
Grand Council in the Chamber of the
Ancients.

This occasion is where Mutt, the hero

of Litil Divil, currently resides. The
Council must decide who will be chosen
to go forward inte the Overworld,
through the labyrinth of Chaes, and
bring back the Mystic Pizza of Plenty.
Every year, one of the Divils is selected,
but as yet none have ever returned
from their quests.

Each Divil in turn must reach into the
sacred pot and pull out a straw, The
one with the shortest must go and find
the pizza. When it comes to Mutt's
turn, he surprisingly gets stuck with the
short straw,

After much celebrating from the
other Divils and congratulations
received from the Grand Councillor,
Mutt is shoved towards the entrance to
the Labyrinth,

Despite the terrible inscriptions out-
side, Mutt makes a start on his treach-
erous journey — this js where you take
control of Litil Divil,

There are two distinct styles of game

contained within Gremlin's arcade
adventure. The first and main one is a
3D maze which. Mutt must explore,
looking for doors which lead to the sec-
ond style of game.

Through theses door are puzzles
or quest rooms and these must be
successfully negotiated before
Mutt is able to progress further into the
maze.

The puzzles range from dealing with
huge spiders to playing a fishy game of

“simon says” with a wicked mermaid.
Some of the puzzles are relatively
straightforward, while some will have
you racking your brains — but nothing
that you won't be able to finally get
past.

The 3D maze is littered with traps of
all shapes and sizes. Each one, if
sprung, takes some health-force away
from Mutt. To restore this rapidly
decreasing energy bar, Mutt can pick
up loads of food which can be found
dotted around the levels,

The maost outstanding features of
Litil Divil are the graphics. Apart from
Microcosm, Gremlin's adventure is the
best-looking game yet to appear on the
CD32. The sprites and characters look
set to rival anything that Sullivan Bluth
have done or Disney themselves for
that matter.

The backgrounds are exquisite and
even though they are highly detailed,
they don't detract anything away from

you lose a life. The whole game i3
topped off with a full cinematic CD
score, giving Litil Divil just the right
amount of atmosphere in all the right
places. To go along with the various
comedy moments, there is a full com-
pliment of “wacky® cartoon-style
sound effects.

As mentioned before, Litil Divil has
been four years in the making and
from what |'ve seen it's going to be
well worth waiting for, With it's gor-
geous graphics, superb soundtrack
and the fact that it's playable, these
make the perfect ingredients for a
classic game.

Gremlin‘s spectacular CD32 game
looks like it will become the first
product to actually be called an
"interactive cartoon”® and hopefully
this will entice more software publish-
ers to use the CD32 to it's full
capacity.

the character sprites. The animation is
top-notch stuff and it's no wonder that
Gremlin Ireland have taken so long
over Litil Divil.

Animation isn't the quickest thing
to do in the world and the creators
have taken care of every little
detail, including drawing every
single wall in the 3D maze individ-
ually.

Although the graphics are
undoubtedly the game's best feature,
Litil Divil does have a whaole host of
others, like the fact that it
is riddled with
humour all
the way
through the
adventure,

The top quality gags look as
though they've been nicked from an
episode of Bugs Bunny. Mutt gets
stabbed by spikes, falls down holes and
fire shoots out of the floor and burns
our hapless hero, but he still gives that
shake of his cartoon head, jumps up
and gets on with his perilous guest -
that is until his life-force runs out and

In ane of the puzzle rooms and Mutt must make his way
across the swamp by hopping on the stepping stones

@
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'LCL announce an
‘incredible new release

I Micro French is a complete
urse of 30 programs taking
ginners up to GCSE in French,
wing the National Curriculum,
the Amiga CD or CD32. (See
e black & white picture of the full
OUr SCreen)

It uses all the features of a CD
e T, i.'|'
# [nteractive film-like programs are
ncluded. Actors talk to you out
id and wait for you to reply,

before continuing the conversation
n French.

| » Extensive French speech by

| native speakers

CD MICRO FRENCH (Beginners -Gcse)

o CD music by musicians who
have plaved with world-famous
ETOUDS

» Massive 30 programs, with
French instruction and over a
thousand |.'|l|1,'!_1‘|jU['|‘_~.

s Very easy to use, it really
teaches you French, and it is
great fun,

| Aiso I interactive real speech
| m_ Amiga courses (where required)

(Tt i .
« for you as each course i
beginners up to a recog
Level or Mational Cur

r Way.
4 Everything vou are like
have to kup buying ne

available - and vet am:

fench the bop in the world:

LCL Self-tuition courses will open up a whole new world

s specifically designed to take
nised level (such as GCSE, A

niculum tests) in a fun but etffective

|'A. IO nieey l.‘l 15 1IN l.l II.'II. |,1 ".I,II,J \1I,II'||
w packs. Each course includes an

incredible 24 programs or tutorials, and even a book

They are the most comprehensive courses of their type

azingly, because of thei ir estab-

lished volume sales - they cost LESS

Choose from the largest popular range of GCSE courses

MICRO FRENC
(Beginners — GCSE)

MICRO SPANISH
(Beginners = GCSE & Busingss)

MICRO GERMAN
(Beginners - GCSE & Business)

MICRO MATHS
(11 years - GCSE)

MICRO SCIENCE
(8 vears - GCSE)

PRIMARY MATHS
COURSE (3-12 years)

MICRO ENGLISH
(8 years — GCSE)

MEGA MATHS

(A level course)

PHONE

0480 498889
Fax: 0480 496379
Open 5 days a week
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D-DAY
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DREAMWER
CUNZEDK MASTER/CHALS
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FRONTIER - ELITE 2
GLNSHI® 2000 (41200)
HARFOON V. 121
HEIMDALL 2
ISHAR 3
JAMES POND 3 (R1:2000
..IH bT RIHE
F.2-'I"“'
KGE
KICK OFF 3
KID VICIOUS
KINGMAKER
KINGS QUEST & (41200
LEMININGS 2 - THE TRIBES
LIBERATION - CAPTIVE 2
MAGICIANS CASTLE
MARIQ [5 MISSING
MIG 29 - SUPER FULCALM
MONKEY |SLAND
NICK FALDE] CHAMP. GOLF
NODOYS BiG ADVENTURE
ON THE BALL
OVERLORD
PINKIE
POLIGE QUEST 3
RUFFNTUMBLE
ROBINSONS REQUIEM
SAEFIE TFMT Ilhﬂ"
ENSIRLE ER T EDITION
SIERF‘IA 5'3' CER
SIN ANT
il sim ciTy cLassic
‘:h”-u‘l CITY DE-LUXE
S (LA 15N " SCITY S 1

SIM EARTH

SIM LIFE

SIMON THE SORCERER
SPACE QUEST 3
STARDUST
STREETHGHTER 2

Titles marked with a+ are available at the

OPEN AI..I.. DAY SATURDA

SUPREMACY
SYNDICATE
TMTIEAL MAMEH
TAMPTRSER LA
THfI'uiE F'ﬁRH IJ’-'IEIZIEI'l

B THEME PARK (AS00/500)

THE SETTLERS
TOP GEAR 2 (A1200)
® TRACKSUIT MANAGER 94
THAPS ‘N’ TREASLIRES
* TWILIGHT 2000
LIFD - ENEMY LINKNOWN
ULTIMATE PINBALL
= LIMIVERSE
LIRICHLN 2
VALHALLA
WING COMMANDER
WOALD CUP COMPILATICY
WORLD CUP USA 94
30 SUMMER SIZZLERS
+AGONY
+ADQLIATIC GAMES
+AWARD WINNERS 2

SHIF MAMEER 10
+CHADS ENGINE
+CHUCK ROCK 2
+COOLWORLD
#CURSE OF ENCHANTIA
+CYTRON
+EXCELLENT GAMES
+F15 STRIKE EAGLE 2
#F117A NIGHTHAWK
+GOLD OF THE AZTECS
+HERO QUEST
+HUMMANS - THE JURASSIC RUCE
+MEGATRAVELLER 2
+MNIGEL MANSELL (A1200)
+PREMIER MANAGER
+PREMIER MANAGER 2
+PRIME MOVER

{+SECOND SAMURAI
N +SENSIBLE SOCCER

+5HADOWORLDS

I+ THEATRE OF DEATH
H+Z00L

Z00L (A1200)
JOYSTICKS
MAVERICK
THE BUG

shown while stocks last.
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£5 OFF TOTAL FOR 2 COURSES, : ' |
£10 OFF FOR 3, £17 OFF FOR 4 E ‘.""E'QE-SE = g
Only £24.99 per floppy disk course (U.K.}. Only £34.99 for CD Course ' POSTCODE ' PHONE e __._—l !
' 220 RN i =
Cheques payable to LCL. Free catalogue H I . —-—‘:—-="=|1 I
Send orders to: ' PPENFAI Y | PRICEL |
LCL (Dept AMC), Thames House, 73 Blandy Road, { ITEM | e AR PRICE |
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BN iy : hake cheques payable to:
1 European Computer User
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Hero Quest 2 - Legacy of Sorasil

Gremlin's sequel to the classic 3D isametric adventure,
; ] ; % released back in May, was warmly received by both the
r 1! o I i e . “HRE press and the general public. This £D32 version of the

, ' i H | ' game isn't that much different from the original Hero
Quest 2. The only noticable change is a brand spanking
new CD soundtrack to tantalise your ear drums while you
wander around the fabled land of Rhia.

You can either use a mouse or the CD32 joypad for controlling
your party of four heroes . Both are equally good, although the extra buttons an the
joypad tend to make things slightly easier.

The game is relatively easy to play, but first-time adventurers might need to prac-
tice before attempting to complete the quest. Hero Quest 2 is divided into turns. You
mave your characters first then the Forces of Darkness respond

Each of your characters moves in order amd there are a range of options each can
carry out. All have an allocation of 20 action points per turn, 1o be used in whichever
way you require — remembering that the more complex the action the more points it
will take to complete

032 owners will be more than happy with Gremlin's superb adventure sequel.
The 3D isometric graphics are spot on, the €D sound is a major improvement over the
sonics heard in the computer version, plus it's still highly playable and incredibly
addictive.

Whether you're using joypad or mouse, the control method is very simple, making
the game a lot of fun to play. Even the younger player won't have too many prob-

. . lems with it. Hero
Publisher: Gremiin Quest 2 will last you

[ Developer: In-house an awful long time
; and it's by no means a
L Disks 1 game you're going to
ban: complete in an after-
__ Priee: £20.99 Fletis

Geare: |sometric adveature  f you've got a CD32
¥ | heartily recommend
Hard disk install: N/A Gremlin's fantasy role-

Gontrol system: Contral pad P'2y'"9 sequel

Supporls: £032
Recommended: N/A

IJUSSS

{
} IillIII
|

muluittllnliu'rmmmﬂlr |
: wallet on a regular basis? Don t worry, be happy as .
| System takes a ook at the latest budget and CO32 #

offerings from Gremiin and US Bold.

= S|D

Some older gamesplayers reading this might remember the first time Apidya raised its  competing. Maybe that's just me
shoot-'em-up head. It was heralded, at the time, as one of the best and most original  being completely rubbish at
horizontally-scrolling blasters you could get for your Amiga. shoot-‘em-ups! For just over a
Since then, Team 17 have waded into the computer industry wearing a pair of size  tenner though | shouldn't com-
swelve Doc Martens and brought out a range of dassic games including the shoot-  plain too much because it will
‘em-up benchmark, Project X, keep you entertained for quite a while.
If Team 17 have the best Amiga blaster sitting in their stables, why have they To sum up, Apidya has gorgeous graphics, nice sound, plenty of playability, a

bought Blue-Byte's Apidya and put it on their budget label for a ridiculously cheap  touch of addiction, but the difficulty level is set just a tad too high.
price of £10.997 Er, | don't really know, but that's what Team 17 tend to do from time
to time and with a fair amount of success. ' Pablisher: Team 17 ET f'll

Apidya is a five level shoot-"em-up with a distinct insect. You control a "bee” ship | Develaper: Biuedyh
| (which looks more like a wasp, but there you go) and must hunt down an evil sor-

cerer called Hexaa who tortured your partner to near death. — Bisis: 2
| The sprites and background graphics are delicately crafted and even in today's era  Priee 8O0
I of super high-quality products they look just beautiful. The game boasts the largest ;
ever animated end-of-level guardians, some of which reach to full screens in height L Goere: Shmet-1mmp

and over two screens in length, Tastall:
Unlike Team 175 Project-X, Apidya features a really good simultaneous two-player Bard dist I 47k

mode. The "other” player controls a drone which is able to protect the bee, but its ____ Coatrel systam: Jaystiek
abilities are limited. This is not a bad shoot-"em-up, but it's not brilliant, and whoever ;

reviewed it when it first appeared on the Amiga scene was perhaps a little too enthu- A s sapperts: 1508/ Aae/ni2m
siastic. The main problem appears to be that it's just 100 hard, even with two players Tecammunded: 8908

R ]
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WORLD CLASS

AMIGA PERIPHERALS

=GVP

tig et ey mig® quakity Aeriga paniock. ®
I ased -nhmrr- 4

G-LOCK VIDEO GENLOCK

FOR ALL AMIGAS

» Simple, Intuitive Mouse-Dviven Software Confrol
Panels. Fidl ARexx, CLI and Workbanch inferfaces

= Software Selection of 2 Composite Video Inputs or
1 ¥/C (5-Videa) inpuf

* Simullansous Composie & 5Video and RGE Duiputs
= Software Selection or Mixing of 2 Audio Inputs wilh

Volume, Bass and Trable Cantrol

* Software-Driven Video Procesaing Amplifier

Offering Complede Reai-Time Signal Processing
Coniral, Including Hue, Brighiness and Saturation,

* Software-Controlied RGE Calour Spilitter

Compatible with Video Digilizars

* Buil-in Transcoder Converts put Video fo

Composite, ¥/, RGE or YUV Outpins

Funll ECS/AGA Suppart for Full Compatibilify with
A1200 and A4000 Systems

" Fopti g LOCK o To poes 11;:1:« ACCELERATOR |_ v ey e =
DL [mes | otE et e s
ﬁfézéﬂ?fﬂ“ﬁ}ﬂ“ £269 - * ot AT UGS | e AT - LG 1l

el oty Eﬂqu Eﬂﬂm Eﬂgg £329 f.dgg EEQQ £699

NEW!

40ms: & 50ms: ACCELERATORS

&
A1230-l

Te UMICUE MODLLE
OFTIONS

ANEICH

Il sganoad aposeraty
ceibguralions: Thisy n maie
|a0msy VErRONG o b bl @ b (S0 v it (e stancard
AA200 v e prigus waTarry sxie modube mqurdabiity - 56 g

MU OR FPUT

The S wrtion incledes 1 alin Wamory Waaprmer
o sopresacaled menaty paRlTEL AR cobasal FRY (Foat
TPl ENCAACN| i Jamiable i the Alse vl Sl o b, ot

PRODUCTS

NEW LOW PRICES

FOR AMIGA 1200
& Jlwr GRIR0EC and St 8030 Accelerator
* Unigue Feafure Connactor for Module Expansion
* Memary Management Linit on Seiks Version
& Oiptional S0ns 32w RAM Upgrade
* Battery Backed Clock
* Oiptional 408 or 50wk 65882 Maths Co-Processar
= Memary Management and Cache Conlrol Software
® Kickstar! Ramapping Technalogy

SCSI-Il EXPANSION MODULE
® ATI¥1 - Fsiast 851 Contrpiar Tel
* W8 SCHT Denige « FaaasT ADM Contraiier |

* 2u of On-Board Memory

P e gl it A mose wrs | 10 G

o mmabie Resclutions Up- Tioan -qmlﬂng

W‘FJ&D 800 x 800 in 24-bir

* Raal-Time 24-bit Display and Graphics Operating
System!

* High-Performance 24-bit EGS-Paint Package for
Professionai Painting and Phatographic Editing

- A -RGE Pass-Through so the Amiga and the
EGM;E;PE-E'TRUH can Share a Single Monitor

* Forro If {16-bit) and Zarro-Ilf {32-bif) AufoSensing
for Maximum Parformance

* Scan Rates Up To BOKHz
" R0000,000 Pixels'sec Pixal Display Speed (8-bit)

EGS SPECTRUM 24-BIT GRAPHICS CARD

FOR A1500/A2000/A3000/A4000
TAKES YOUR AMIGA BEYOND AGA!

EGS Spectrum = tha answer 1o all your 24-bit graphics
cad requirernents. |L = a high perlormance, hegh resc
whon, 2d-bet boand that will 1ake ary Amiga 1500, H000,
D0 000 Bevyand AGA! But the hardware is only hall
p picture. Without quality software, your invastmenl
will bo wasted. Mot only does GYF'S own award wnning
application ImageFX fuly support EGS
rm, bul also, using & YWorkbanch driver, nearty af

sfing Af Workbanch compalibse applicasons wil
alen work of and supporl the EGS Spedirum sysiem

* Workbench driver fo run Workbench directly on
the EGS SPECTRUM Board, Freeing Up Valuable
Chip RAM

Hardware Blitfer o Accelerste Al GLY Operations,
Including the Workbanch Driver
Screenmodes

Sysdem Conforming
Applications Can - zm lvIDED HAM
£349

Uise the BGS
“”"’”fﬂ‘“ INCLUIDING VAT - v razo

'r.-n:--d-::ur us-.s'-'*lw"" Vo g I A e AL A
'-!!' maoTur A o (DA WY & oIl vaeTar SAN of T

G-FORCE 040 06us RAM BOARDS

46399 16./£1199

| POPULATED

o

G FORCE 040 40nmz ACCELERATORS

FOR A3000/A4000

MAKE YOUR AMIGA THE
FASTEST IN THE WORLD!

x5 GUCT & ;rm:rh prncRssor boan u.\l.mh- ]

:l et
o hoand comes with du RAM -

e

amory from the ma

xirmurn B availabile

T r'.\ed:.r capabie
1 a0 amazing 10w per Sedond
® Fasi 040 Accelerstor » RAM for AZ000/A4000

* J0wrir GA040 Processor

* d0auw; FAAE2 FPU Buift-in fa the 68040 Chip

.

-

Make your AJ000/050 at least 13 Times Quicker
G-FORCE 040
[ 40mkz  dwn RAM

£999

HCLUDING VAT . uPi it

dun RAM Fitled,
Expandable to 32w
o the Board, to a
Todal of 728w via an
Exira Card - sen loft
* SCS-N Fast Optional
{Pricing TBC)

8-BIT SOUND SAMPLER
FOR ALL AMIGAS

M - Capture sound from an ex-
o= 1ernal sowce and piay A back

in SiEre0 Of MONg On Your

Amiga, The latest wersion o

o GVP's Digital Sound Shude
e | = [DS58+) esnables you 1o
FL - ar audio effects for uss

™ ames or |ingles.

w Wew Sigle Migh impaci, Dlear Poly-Carbanaie Caging
® Simwilaneowsiy Holds sp lo 31 Soued Samples io Mamary

w Faai-lime Decilescops, Specinm
Auglygis, Fcho & Reverberation | 9553+

» AREXE Compatibla

= Micraghone inpuf

= MO0 Fite & MDD Compaiibie £49_
« FREE Sampias Digk o T Al

UII]ED EFFECTS

FOR ALL AMIGAS WITH 3m: RAM

IMAGE PROCESSING

FOR ALL AMIGAS WITH 4ms R.ﬁ.l'-l'l

Wrmge P & & compiitn souto” b ol

E W] SR resce

has o vest ronge of hclbes, con

veid g wele In oy e e

i forrrats mred chrect by Eoeiroig 4 Wi
whndy of Sedhaies

ACCELERATORS

FOR AMIGA 1500 & 2000

# gy Puiir -
& ARary CoFgdLies T 1 for ppeed and spocibcahons .
& Wgriual Wheveiny Supydre)
AR, TE Savw o Cimen? 1) G-FORCE He
Ganedigiph Irom GYF o 1 ol Maphing, e pocess. 1 e Rbeam e | 7% st.r:'::::: QEQI::JMH: 040 323“
o ale dazzl al | AW BAP, CEpnass m Do 5 s
e, Gty dece anc eatur s, | - BETY,GPAE GF M. b ;f:[ ';;_'T; "‘q LUDED!} | | FRESIEL Bo0a
“Fas b § SPEL L =F y R | BEZ3Z In 68040
R o Couor th = o ¥ 2 I e v | useq | "ot
Trese Flurning aftects o CINEMORPH o Sie 12-bil FARA dnan A
# Supparts ihe AGA Chipset = Wz 13-t FARE Than 1 B
® Stthe o Fut Mofion Moerphing == Exiras _SCE| Ber/Par |
« Singe mage Warpng £19 ce | E699 | £999
& Fast Render Thmes B e | S AT - A | AT < L T

» Aeagors fo HAM-E and DCTV s

[ L= ey e e =0

—— -5k
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THE SILICA SERUICE e Am_-‘ l PLEASE SEND ME AN AMIGA CATALOGUE ¢
.H_F“'!I
Before you decide hen o | @ P A SO A et 14 The Mewa, HATHERLEY FOAL DA14 40X . I|
my  your  new  AMIGE o staf are S0lid, relialée and profilabie PLLES ﬂPI-iNCH H KM raMlizs b= nitiss:
n'!:n.v.'lr. we Eugpesl yu | 8 g IEATION + GOVERNMENT BRISTOL [iebashams - (i fion faron @272 200021 | g I
tink wory  carsfully  about i & avalabe Tee 081-304 DaAd | CARDIFF Debethams - diiy @222 309780 | | cimame 1
5 WHERE ypiu by ."-:."l'l 8 CHELMSFORD [ebesham @245 355511 I 3
Consider whal il will be ke a feaw tion taciitias af all i st CROTDON [eharhaTs 341-684 4455 Company |4 |
manfs afinr pou have made your GLASGOW 1-21 008a 1 |
plchase. wher you may roquire sddlonal perpherals o L FCH RAMGE L = ]
sotiwam, o help and advioe. And, will e company you e rexiBremE RS afe ivaianhk from ona GUILDFORD 0453 J01300 i Address |
buy from oontact you with delads ol new peoducts™ Al HARROW al BE1-427 4300 |
iica, we ensurme thal you wil have rothing o wory | @ h HULL D482 25151 | | |
about. With our unvalled sspenencs and euparisa, we pecial reduoed prce olTers, 25 IPSWICH [ D473 221313 | |
can  meel o customers’  spquinements wikh  an % 2Nl phiphed s LONDON 071-530 4000 | ) :
understanding which & second 10 none. Lomplate and & PAYMEN I
smtum the coupon fow for our lalest FREE merature and 'Wa accepl most majer cn 0%, Cish, chaque o LEHOON 071452 3735 | I
egin 0 ecnpisrierice T “Sikca Serice mnnthly Sanms [APH 29 vritee uoles on reques] LONDON i, 3 071-629 1234 I
o F ] VER LUTDH femidgke Centre OSB82 21201 I Pastends |
gL & o LK manm g MANCHESTER D: Market Sieet~ D61-B32 BBG6 | 1
] 1 " PLYMOUTH  Oebentams - oo fews, Aoyl Parae D752 266666 Tl (Hame I
ol B beipyonr et BHEFRIELD __ Debenhats o n74z 768611 | | ; "
il "-pl wil bt al v WO SENACE ; r SHEFFIELD % 0742 568555 | | 'Work) 1
o o 4™t it ot i SIDCUP 141 BELSN B ) .
R e e —l SOUTHAMPTON Ceeriar 0703 223888 | | Which computer|s), If any, do you gwn?
BLISHED 18 YEARS SOUTHEND Koo - (v | 0702 4568039 | | SE
R BT Ak bacon ] olRsciial CHmoRer st s | THURRDCK  Oeberhams- Lakmside Gertre 708 OBODBE | | ..o Z21BE
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1 M5A) I sounids enbaliar
14 is tue. Baraoke Asiga

L { — 1 5K Megesall - great
() |;,-|-_| game, Drp-polished Panier gama

CAT 1114 - 1 DI5E] s rave-omaic
Amiga tme with sETe seralhy A s

Multi Hl?-h

AT 2408
bty e o more e s

1 NISKE. A graphical satrav

| & demn with funky-Srani Piece of Mind
CAT B0 - | 5K A great 30 exdram:
i wilh s WY rlasey musc

CAT 1139 - 1 THEK] These are fwt
Ln_'-"-'.|' ames for

nlﬂ[m!lﬁl"'l:% puod

CAT 18 - 1 (% An al tme dese
demo. Brillissi visuals and a cracking
damre tme

Ll"v-\. I arhing sacred?
1o inry Wil pic
tech ul-'.'d-- a gond lmgh
Techno Trw;h 2

Awesaime MUsic

el soame gren visials make this & mst
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THE EASYBASE CATALODGUES . HOW TO DRDER ® EASY PD ORDER FORM

Easybase is a unigue PD databass program that in mclesively avasl You can either lick the tisles you require en this advert acd
ahle {rom us. It & very user triendly and sasy io use It features total @ then send it back to us, or you can writs the catalogue mumbars @
an-ling access 1o ihe misi reviews of &l the titles. 1t also beaturss a ® ol ihe biles you reguire on @ shest of paper. Carefully count &
unique erdering system which does all of the bard work for you So how many disks your order & and thes muhigly it by the cor
forgel thesn boring lists and get ssmathing which is actually wefal @ rect amoont. Send your order with a cheque Postsl Order @
im bindang the disks you want & payable 1o “Essy P to the address: abeve ®

Tha Easy PO Catalogue versios of Easyhase will be sent iree with
yorar first arder. On i you will End bundreds of groat PD dsis ot @ Disks are £1.00 each, or just 90p for ten or more! @
wery raasonable prices, with satisfaction &8 good &5 guaranbesd i

L Eec wesdion ol Baaybae &5 sveiable for the messly sum @  Postage ia 757 UK (plus 20p per disk in Bowpil. @
af 500p. b has detsdls of thousands of programs that make up the Fred gy Please make all payments in steeling through o British branch @
Fish PO Litrary of your bank Posteotd ..o sssnsions o TSI e, LT !




CCASSIFIEDS

jon £ rond 4 2 * Wanted. faser printey, neasonabie offers conmidered. Cal Adrian # Avt Departmen Professional IFPE150 aecept offers on 0505 2671948
RN AL FONEA Gkl 0294 552585, jh-f0pm. around £S5 Tet 0207 432107, # AS00 b phs Prillps CMEAT3 colour manitar, £300
# Philips monitoe, CMBB3I MLZ. inchuces leads, £100. Tel: 0768 # | MD SIMMSa3 for £25 sach. huryl Phane 0202 432107 Tek: 0272 247708,
161429 ar 0725 552858 # Frame Grabber, instant grab HAM own PSU £250, Tel:
# Amiga Burz BBS, new lephons number i 0924 491441 * DIGHVIERAY digetizer, Hives TWACamera plus CIGHRAINT QB 1-300 7985
# Rombo Widi 12, Sound and vision digitieer, E65. Tel: D354 ing. manuaks, E125. Tek D307 43321 070725 552858 * REAL 302 plus upgrade regtered. £230. Ted 091487
25 words 3 Torm LEL # Contreil FANZINE, ©1 40, Wite 1o0 264 Hedlahall drve, 3857
mﬂm::m;” # ASDD, E1S0 ana; Tet GA1-741 0191 10 TRL # Amiga Al 200} Race 'n’ Cnase pack, Not used. stll boed,
ments (if - and remember to * P swapging, send SAE ta Alex, 136 Priests tane, Shenfield, # DKE contacts warsed. Contact Coin, 30 Burton Ave, Erand rew, plus cover disc, magazines and exira marwial,
applicable) Eszen, Timperiey, Altrincham, Cheshire. £250 or rwae affer. Phone! D533 278573
* Baginner s contacts, T High Ach Avenue, Leeds, 1517 # Contacts wanbed: Denid, 85 Carlford close, Martiesham * A 00, 24 games, £350 onc. Tel: 0384 239028
BAT Heah, fpswich IS 7TA. * C200 ASD+ POVSW tities £1 each, SAE pieage for I 10
# The Power Sialion BAS has everything! Call now an * Warked SB040 Acooferator for Amiga AJ0O0 Tet 6203 # Want canacts with HAM operations using Amiga 500, G7A Cedar ave, Stiring FEB 2R,
0375 540507 e Amnateur, WAR YOUIE, LISA & (037, moune, software. £200. Distailz, contact Stephen,
# Wanted: Telebext adapeor for Amiga. Phone Steeen # Fresh Fish CO-ROM May/lune 1994) ENS, Tel: 0908 8245637 * Armitrad POWS256 keyboard, monitor, printer, Logoseript 0505 3367348
Blckpool (1253 B54523. * AL+, 2MD, ASTO, 40+ anginal games. anly E280. Tel: 0754 Saftware, £170 ono. 061494 5674 # Keyboard for A3000 or CD32. New £25. Cantact
# ASO0 1MB chip BAM WE? 3, §M0 RAM extersion E200 g23002, # Leics Amiga Liters group. Fhone for membership detals Steghen, 05056 134738

Tef: 0272 670224

& Wistted COTY remote comralier. Detain 10 B Goodein .
vt $6 Wi, Cunl 42 monkee Order Fforam
err drive, handly b2
3 |Duradl]
& Avencier BEY Based inLinds, UP 0 Y9800, Weeerit
oee13om 01507 568308 Mame
erue dE Mikerins!
Address
Postcode Telephone

Cheques should be made payable to " Amiga Computing”
Please inchude my advertiserment in the next availabbe issue of Amviga Camputing. | conlirm that the advert & not ssfling legal copies of softwarne of hind

L g o me. | permil you o publish mw agkdress. :L-IL-|||'.:||.:- riurnbier cnly if | have included theie details withen my sdverflssment e |
arm over T8 years of age (applicants under 18 must gt & parent or quardian to sign below)

Remember to include your
phone numbersddress in the

, 2T A LT e B R

advert as well as on the form!

Send to: AC Classifieds, Europa House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield SK10 4NP

Walse sure you complete your Scrolleré Daclsage, Complete this coupen and return it to; Alternative Image,

6 Lothair Road, Leicester LE2 70B

woluding manual, at this spedial offer price of You can order by card on:
Tel: 0533 440-041 Fax: 0533 440-650
wst £21.50 lincluding URT and PBF1

What you’'ll receive

The Backup Disk — Scroller2 is copy-protected so

acrollerc
Please send me Scroller2 (the full product) at £21.50 aorder form

e : ; Deliver to...
s disk is provided for emergencies. sze (MrMrs/Miss/Ms)
The Utilities Disk — contains FileUtil and i i i
sph2Fnt which allo to co , pic o 53 It T i i 5
- : e P, SHORIOD Posteode < Daytime Telephone

nd fonts between AmigaDOS disks and Scroller2.
‘his means you can import text from your word :
rocessor, logos from DPaint and your favourite | wish to pay by...

"0 fonts into Scroller2. L] Cheque/Postal Order payable to Altemative Image, 6 Lothair Road, Leicester LE2 7QB
The Fonts Disk — cortains another 13 fonts for Credit Card (Visa/Mastercard)

se directly with Scrolier2. These fonts include

mi-aliased, outline and embossed character sets. Cadro. [ TTT [T T TIFTTTICLITIT] CExpirydate BT
The Manual - tutorials, reference, trouble shoot- Please allow 28 days for delivery
@ and more... [C] Tick this box if you do not wish fo receive prametiomal material from aiher companiss
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To place an ad on this page call Barbara Newall on 0625 378888

Copy dates:

Nov 30 Aug  On sale 22 Sept
Dec 26 Sept  On sale 20 Oct
Xmas 24 0ct  Onsale 17 Nov

Free typesetfing service provided

(KEW=II |l

SOFTWARE

CAPRI CD DISTRIBUTIO'N

ALL AVAILABLE -
DTV 153w sroce AMIGA

70+ EDTV titles (most compatible with CO32)

THE BEST QUALITY PD & SHAREWARE 70+ C032 TITLESANDED CO TITLES
The LEADER - NEWN CO RELEASES One third year sumpm sppt-ﬂec £8.50 UK onl
OTHERS CAN ONLY FOLLOW! ll':: mg,gF fn:::}nﬂﬁ'ﬂ m}m 5436 or y
FREE FRIENDLY HELP BY R e Tt =
POST or PHONE ANYTIME! e Write to 45 Brﬂﬂm Lm Glade, Crnydnn CRO SNA
FREE CLUR MEMBERSHIP CD32 SPECIAL OFFERS Independent Users Group
PICK YOUR OWN PROGRAMS! Dwerkill/Lumar C E14.99 Maan Arenas £14.99
BY NAME NUMBER AND SIZE! Alfred Chicken £14.93 Pinkall Fan £19.99
IT'S EASY! 7 Gates of Jambala £17.99 Prey Alien Enc £17.99 —
Sk matkes 1 bootable disk! Arabian Nights £9.99 Lemmings £9.99 Are You Missing Out on the VERY BEST
800k makes 1 non-hootable disk! Y S AMIGA User Graup??? t
F"'E.ELY L.IT""'TT:.[! {::ﬁTAL’UGUE Chuchk Rock £1-' .89 .l:.-h ':Tlﬁil E1'I" Thisands of New Comacts, Free Help & Advice, Sooonid-
WITH FULL DESCRIPTIONS Pramier £8,99 Project NF17 Challenge £17.99 hand Hardware. Software and Hardwar: bough  sold B' SEII[!.IEEIL Ave, Stt 55, IJIII.‘.I PEE‘E m

INDEX & VIRUS CHECKER ONLY £1!

Seck & destroy £14.99 Tatal Carnage £17.99

exchanged. Exchisive masshor Club discounts. Laiest prod

Phone for the LATEST PROGRAMS! e ek ool 34 [ o o

PO Box 672 1-3 disks £1.50 CAPRI CD DISTRIBUTION ekt st ilkons of PR Shareware Utes bt [ I TR

: e & or more Dept AC2. © Dean Street, unbelievable member only prices. Exclusive Newshetirs. | Catalogue Disks £0.78

| kli||'|l'|| h { 'nn IIIII'I ONLY £1.251 P . ¥ #Es and moch, misch more. . Find ool what vou'ne miss- 1 ] . Blank Disks £0.35
l - . Marlow, Bucks. 5LT JAA freg by weneding axn SAE for our FREE intro pack i 2 -

' Surrey CR29YS TEL/FAX: 0628 891022 C.C.C. (AE10), PO Box 121, Berrards Crous, Bucks, SL9 JF I Koy - et

Tel: 081-657 1617 s o TRADE ENGUIRIES WELCOME — it T TOXKC SOFTWARE PD

2000 GAME CHEATS!!

This HAHWE :uluuinn of tip:, :hﬂts lnrll :ndn and nluﬂnm for

FANVTASIA F.O.

AND SHAREWARE
SEEING S BELEVING

{hver B0 disks, DEMOS, ANIMATIONS,
MUSIC, FRED FISH, ARUG, JAM, AGA,

-EST 19940~ .

Oveer 11,000 Amiga P Disks, priced Froim
st 30p o _'-‘-||

Fast friendly service

FUTURE SOFTWARE ([AC) N.Z, GNU UTILITIES, MODEM AND 0 g ot nchiding:
: COMMUNICATION PROGRAM, VIDEQ | | Fred Fish, Awassins, 1 Hag. A1200 only etc
D'ept. c, B Mﬂgl‘lnllil Fal"ll, Dl.ll'll'l'll.lrl'y, Belfast BT1 7 0DS GAMES. STRATEGY GAMES, Mo in! F1 Licenceswar
TECHNICAL INNCUMENTS Alser gvailable: Final Frontier issaee O bor just
As you can see the list is endless., §6.20 tnc prp. Alsa Holodeck 3 & 4
£2.50 each inc p+p

ONLINE FPD

TEL: 0704 834335 MNEW - PICK "N" MIX
BBES: 0704 834583 From our cal, disk

choose The modulas,

lﬂzymw Eﬁ

Priced from 40lp to 99p per disk + 40p P&P.
Catalopue disk 70p or send a blank disk +
SAE

send SAE plus thisk po address stwwn
bedorw oo free catalogue or send 75p postal
ortler cheque made payable 10

-— ‘1'(‘-'7 sampbes or Bl'tI yau DON'T DELAY Fl"llﬂ'['fﬂf- TODRAY, Hesrnesofi P
oy o) equire & we'll put
H ‘: :\'_"l § !?'II;II'H IJH:I‘:IE_I?IEI:JS 40 BRIGHT STREET, GORSE HILL, SWINDON, S0 manimum onder. no fuss, just good
|:_1 ;‘:\ !crrur!‘lgﬂr E:&d .“'P“ and ’"' l $‘ t ““.TS. SN26BU. TEL: ﬂ?ﬂ.i 64 4HR “"PH .;||,|,|’_||-. Amigil P te2 sudl @veryine's oo =]
L [ digk order, f.-u.g service i
C I:.1g:l’?ur|:l'|slzur 4k i o .‘I!Ik.!ﬂlﬂ'l[‘l.lﬁﬂl‘[lﬂl] arders NT.HHU R. A Woods Hosnesoft PD, Dept AMC, 23 Stanwell Close:
datails - PFLEASE NOTE WE ARE A NON PROFIT Wincolsink, Sheffickd 59 10F
Bomember for svery 10 desks ordensd Plense make m”ﬂl to D' R Colling MAKING P.IL HOUSE Tel: 0742 492950

ansifed may DA Choken FREE

HARDWARE ITEMS
The Follring ams nchade ¥AT & FREE Dafverginsumance

& oome with & 1 Y7 Gusmmes.
MODEM - High-Spest 14,4 Data4.4 Fax, 57600 Bes Incl

ml Flane Spotters database

Amiga & PC comms Softwars Cnly £155
lar for any year, OF any month from any year

e . _
EUROIMAGE o

FHARD DATYE - Saagain, High-Perforranss 525 MB 1DE
2.5 10Ms 256K cache |Suilable for A4000's & A1200 'E-i.rlﬂnlnnhlu‘-m' £8.00F s bl wthiy and year to date info.
. = Moo losg £700F ik hevg i
Chmnrive URiTs, also avadabie with purchasa) Onty €388 p ! - f RadioMemDE ETN 500 Channel Ra dio memory database,
MTALMUE DISK roduchon tom Statement 7.0 Bank Statement
3. " . TempsMNH £7.080  Temperature & Pressure databases
Send 2 161 class siamps or 50p of SAE fora Cat. disk Amigza Disks “'lilllﬂll d Trnlnﬂmﬂln £7.00 Train Spotters database
listing & descrikerg 1,000 & 1,000 of Pd disks " i & WeatherDecoder 2080  Decodes Sym -; and Ship weather reports from RTTY
containing any HAM Met stations. (A RTTY decoder with ASCIH ourput is

Chequas/P. Orders payable 1o Online Pd, required 1o make use of this program)

Depl. AC, 1 The Cleisiers, Halsall Lana,
Formby, Liverpood, L37 3PX

and IFF files

Output available onto
T-shirts and Mouse

BUS STOP PD mats

What do you want from a F@ Library? Colour output of 16.8
* 24 Hour Tumaround? : 2
- Possibly the best catalogue in the country? AniiGon: coRpIrs
= Friendly service ran by Women?
All this for 85p per disk?
Then send 30p 4 SAE fiof our catalogue of 2000 # drsks 1o
Dept CO, 2 Wyelilfe Terrace, Gilmorton
Road, Lutterworth, Lelcester, LE1T 4DX

Amiga Repairs in the Midlands
Est. | ¥84
AS00 & AS500+

L40 imchusive of Labour and Parts

Return Carriage and 3 months guarantes
Send chegue & computers to:
Heath Computers, Office 10,
Imex House, Kings Road, Tyseley,
Birmingham Bl ZAG
021 707 7140

Telephone us for more
information on:

0293 538539




leading through the Amiga maze every month,

video, Music, comms and much much more... E l-I I n E

with expert tutorials on programming, DTP.

* HRenn 139

As ever Paul Overaa comes
good with all the essentials for
ARexx programmers

Uideo 113
In the first of a two-part
special, Adam Phillips goes Sweet samnlgs 130

out into the industry Jonathan Maddock offers

some sound advice on
sampling with a guided tour
of the do’s and don'ts

Music 145
Paul Owveraa finds out how to

produce quality Amiga music on a
limited budget

[omms 1t

On-line audio with funky x

Phil South. AC's very own Home uidep 13

comms guru talks to the stars In this the third part of
Gary Whiteley's guide to

home video, he looks at all
the essential add-ons

Amos 119

Stylish transitions with the aid of

Amos. Phil South explains how to

gEFI‘EFEtI'_‘ YOour Very own wipes [‘aESIﬁEG ]"E?
Buying, selling or just
browsing, all the best Amiga
bargains in our dedicated

" . second hand section
Publishing

A guide to picking the perfect
binding, saddle stitch, perfect bound
and all the options iNn-between
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TUTORIAL

efiare you even Inad up your
sampling package to record
your sounds for your musical
masterpiece, you need 1o know
all about the law of sampling, othenwise you
could find yourself in & kot of trouble

Sampling has become a massive bone of
contention throughout the music industry,
and within the last few years it has become
mare and more popular due to professional
sampling machines becoming more
affordable.

Is samplirg a legitimate source of new
gounds or is it quite simpdy out and out
theft? This particular argurment will rage on
wntil the opposing parties are blue in the
face, but as far as the future goes, sampling
15 here 10 5ay.

When you create a piece of music, you

Lhe law of

automatically have the copyright, but only if
yoL write it down or record it. Even if
someane else records your piece of music,
you are still the author and thus have
exclusive rights to the piece.

The important thing is proving that you
came Lip with the music first. There are bwo
things you can do which will satisfy any
court of law. You can either post a copy of
the wark to yourself by recorded delivery,
50 the postmark can act as proof of the
date. The other option is to leave a Copy
with your Bank and get an official receipt
stating the date of the deposit.

RECORDS

That's the law dealt with, but the art of
sampling has raised many legal problems. If
you want to sample from a record, just how
miuch can you get away with? An
infringement only occurs if a “substantial
part” of a piece of work has been copied or
samped

The actual Copyright act doesn’t state
exactly how much this is, but its as much
the quality of the sample as the actual
quantity. A very short musical piece can stll

constitute a substantial part, if it's distinctive
enough. The four copyrighted notes of the
Channel Four tefevision theme tune is just
ane example out of marny

If you sampie any part of any copyrighted
work, no matter how smadl, you risk getting
caught. You may believe that whal you've
sampled is from a relatively obscure
source, but there will always be someone

somewhere who might recognise it.

Even if yau distort the sample, so that it's
totally different from the original, there
might be that certain somebody - maybe
even the ariginal artist — who will know the
sound and sue you because you've
changed It from its original form. Your case
prabably wouldn't even make it to a court
of law, but you still could face a large

Creativity and imagination is the key when it comes to sampling something. That small vocal snippet or musical stab
can either make or break a record. Here, in no particular order, is my top ten favourite sampling music moments.

Artist

Track

Sample samples

Sample in question

1. The Prodigy

¢. Drhital

3. Credit to the Nation

4. The Orb

5. Utah Saints

6. The Orb

7. Senseless Things

8. Ned's Atomic Dustbin

g, Carter USM

10. Public Enemy

Charly
I-an-:-'_,-n-n +0n+ |:|.F
Call I-l-';J‘-'Ian_.J_'u'Jant

Little Fluffy Clouds
What Gan U Do For Me i
Majestic [.Milluxlall Mix)

Homophaobic Asshole

Suave and Suffocated

Falling On A Bruise

Hazy Shade of Criminal

The vocal off “A Fine Day" by Opus.3...backwards!

The sample that flew up from the underground and spawned a rave gengration

The beginning riff of Nirvana's “Smells Like Teen Spirit” fused into rap record that virtually assured a chart hit

Rickie Lee Jones babbling on about the sky and thus giving ambience to the masses

Dennis Hopper's mad ranting and raving from Apocalypse Now

The sampling of Annig Lennox, a master-stroke that turned the track into a massive chart smash

Genius snippets from the cult TV comedy series, Monty Python's Flying Circus

The qirl screaming “vou want it” from the film Hellraiser, edited especially for the radio
] }

Michael Caine’s classic “Know what | mean” speech from the film Alfie

The words “Rebel Base” as uttered by Darth Vader, take on a whole new meaning
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TUTORITAT

Looking for that elusive
sample that'll bring you
thart success?
Jonathan Maddaocls
guides you around the
sampling laws and tells
| you how to get better
guality samples.

sampling

out-ofcour settlement. There are four safe
options to stop you getting into rouble with
your samples. First, go through the proper
thannels and get your samples cleared. if
you've got a sample you're not sure about,
¥OU Can try to get it cleared by getting in
contact with the Mechanical Copyright
Frotection Society.
Check with the MCPS whether you need a
Scence and how much it will cost. If the
publisher of the sample in question is not
auociated with the MCPS, then you miust get
n contact with the publisher yourself and get
reguest dearance. Payment for the use of a {
ample may be a lump sum or 3 royalty on |

The Hil Souwnd
Producer Series
Chewr sim hovur onf S wiy
Hit Samplrs from
[T Jav zaalik

Pazcal Gabriel
Colalentt

Worman (ool
[lammy Cusnrings
Melilrs Romeld
L'.H.n.l.l.lﬂ.l.lf]ll

credit to the nation

each recording sold. {

The second option is to create your own
=ampies. This technique is now being used by
# number of artists and it involves the creation
of “fake™ samples by intentionally adding noise
0 your own sounds. Take a drum track for
mstance and add some background noise and
ey presto,” you've created your own
saciusive sound.

TRDUBLE

A third alternative is that if you befieve the
sample you wanl o use i§ guestionable and
youl think you'll get in trouble for using it,
hen simply don't use itl | know it might totaly
WTECK your original inspirational idea, but it's
# lot better than getting sued.

Dance band, the Utah Saints had to get
permission to use samples of Annie Lennox
#nd Kate Bush, and they say that had the
enginal artists not liked the use of their
samples, then they simply wouldr't hawve
meleased the records,

The fowrth and final option is to get your
samples from a reputable specialist sample CO
tompany lke Time + Space or AMG. These
@505 provide a wealth of noises, beats and
#ffects in many different musical styles for full
il parttime musicians, and are becoming
more and more popular

The camenience of the COS are heaven-
st and all the sounds are free (o Use as.
Sfen and as much as you like. They cost
wound £50 each which 1o the amateur

ucian might sound a lot of cash, but they
rvaluabile because voull end up paying a
Bl more i you getcawght sampling somecne
T
A mentioned at the start, sampling is here
tay whether people have a problem with it
wgally of morally, Dut one things for sure,
{5 and musicians are wsing it more and
much more creatively than ever befiore,
Sampding looks refatively easy, maybe
CAUTE it s, but there are centain things that
houhd know that will really improve the
rcdard of your samples. Here 5 2 brief, but
gl et af hints and tips for would-be

IIIBLI(". )

samplers. The first tip might sound
incredibly stupid to many of you, but for
the beginner always read the manual from
cover o cover. It's an obvious podnt, but
there areé 50 many people who by not
reading the manual miss an important
feature that they might Denefit by.

RATES

Try experimenting with sample rates,
You don't abways hawe to go for the
highest quality frequency, you can ahways
get some reably dirty effect by using a much
loweder rae = plus it saves on a kot of disk
SPaCE.

The best sampling rates are bebween 15k
up to 28k, hecause this tends to get rid of
all the top-and bass sounds and leaves you
with a nice middie’ sound

Always, and | mean ahaays, make sure
that your loop points are joined at around
the Same point. Falluire to 9o thes noemally
leaves you with a click sound as the sound
Joops, making for messy and amatewrish
samples

Ibcan be useful tooshalt the sampie loop

points about, especially where percussion s
concerned, because this can sometimes
provide you with a new feel in your Deat

Try using short samples rather than long.
as this leaves you a ot more scope for
experimentation, which of course is what
sampding 15 all about

Don't be too fiddhy when it comes to
tuning the samgle. Try and get newmds
tovlisten to the noise because i
rright not need much altering as different
people’s ears have different perceptons of
pitch

Don't spend too much time on any
sample; apart from the ones that you're
definitely going o Use in your musical
masterpiece, because this just wastes
Lnnecessary tme.

Cne of the most important tips | can give
5 [0 always make sure that You Save your
wark at least every ten minutes. Crashes by
yOUT computer can cause $o much hasshe
and stress that this tip should pever be
fargatten.

When saving your work, mak sure you
placeyour samples inan-orgamised byany
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where they can be easily and quickly found
wihen you need them. This will save a lot of
time in the long-un.

The [ast thing | can really say is o always
experiment with your samples. You never
know, one quick reverse of a sample and a
wihode hit record could just be around the
comer. Happy sampling!

Useful
Addresses

Mechanical Copyright Protection
Society Ltd
Elgar House, 41 Streatham High
Road, Streatham, London SW1& 1ER
Phone: 0B1-769 4400

AMG
PO Box &7, Farnham, Surrey
GUY B4R
Phone: 0252 717333

Time + Space
PO Box 306, Berkhamsted, Herts
HP4 3EP
Phone: 0442 BT0681




Take your Amiga media System to Warp Speed
with the WarpEng running a Motorola 68040
at 80/40MH2

Dramatically Increase Speed for 3D Rendering, Modeling and Layout.
Reduces Screen redraw times for Graphic Design and DTP.

How Fast is the WarpEngine'™:

Rendering the Texture example included A4000/040-25MHz 2 minutes, 40 seconds
with LightWave: A4000Warp-40MHz Under a minute - Approximately 3 Times Faster!
A4000Warp-28MHz 1 minute, 22 seconds - 2 Times Faster

Diskspeed using 2.1Gig Barracuda Drive: Read from file 9 Mbytes/sec  CPU Available: 94% - up to 9 Times Faster!

Coming Soon:

The ImpulsEngine™ is a SOMHZz Accelerator . : "y

that can more than double the speed of an ' : ; \

Amiga3000 and add up to 64 Megabytes of T
Local 030 Burst Memory '™

The A0MITz and 33MHz versions include the 040 Processor, four SIMM sockets and the NCR SCSI-2 Fast HardDrive Contr

It is more cost effective to install a WarpEngine 4028 Accelerator if you have an Amiga 4000/040 than to bu?mg HardDriv
troller/memory board or one of each which will take up expansion slots and won't accelerate aam&mﬁa {Ram sp
er). This will double your Rendering Speed! T EE N PO AR

The WarpEngine'™ uses four standard 72 pin SIMMs and allows the use of up to four different size SIMMs at the same -~
lime(4.8.16.32MB SIMMs). GVP only has two SIMM sockets onboard and uses much more. xpensive (up imes : C
WarpEngine SIMMs) custom SIMM modules (only 4 or 16MB SIMMs can be used but not at | ?@P .I \

frot G L : Sz T O TARNNMY. T W
The NCR SCSI-2 Fast 32Bit DMA Bus Master Processor makes it the Fastest HardDrive @nm ailable for the Amiga
provides up to 10MB/s Transfers with 90 to 98% of the 680 ) CPU Processing Power left available in your applications. All.
| WarpEngines include the SCSI-2 HardDrive controller and of Ram Expansion, unlike GVP which SCSI module and optional

S m | i L2 I Bl 'ff‘": y r
FastLane | 4091 | DKB3128 |
B w0 N0 |
NO NO  kNO
YES NO YES:
YES YES | NO
NO* NO eS|
NO NO  |YES
NO) NO |YES = |
. YES YES | YES
NO NO NO
NO NO Yes
0 NO? YES |?

elopment, Inc.
174 « Phone (810) 347-3332 « Fax (810) 347-6643
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Megabytes of

___J

)OO Systems. The

Amiga A4000 and A3l
128

140 Acceleration available with up 0

d the Fastest gCSI-2 H
111 Slot!

Complete Acceleration Solutions for the
warpEngine™ ovides the Highest Speed (

Local 040 Burst Memory ™ an
1 All of this WITHOUT using & single Zorro

ardDrive Controller

Available

The Warp! ngine' ™ can
0 Use

also be 111*_5_111“1&1 1
the 060 10 the future!

We have equipped half of our Toasier Syslems with 40ME? warpEngines
and have seen out rendering LImMEs triple in throughput speed.

Now we are going o install 40MHz Warplingines in the rest of our

Toaster Sysieis.

LA PR

Lee Wilson
visual Effects Supervisor
RoboCop: The Series

l

—
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TUTODRIAL

he first two parts of this senes

looked at most of the Amiga

hardware and software you
need to add titles and graphics o
your videos and grab images from them
But what about the video equipment itself
- the cameras, VCRS, sound recording and
other equipment you'll need for capturing an
event, and the additional Amiga add-ons
you'll need to edit your raw source material.
That's where we're headed this month.

Otwiously, you're going to need a video
camera 50 that you can record your own
ariginal material. The next time you walk
down the main street in any mapos town, or
you go to a shopping centre, take a look in
some of the specialist electronics shops
{Dixons, Currys, and the fike).

You'll see a number of video cameras an
display, in a wide range of shapes, sizes and
prices, all with labels pointing out their latest
whizz-bang features.

But what do you really need in a camera?
Is fuzzy logic or buift-n capioning a
necessity? In most cases | would think not,
but it isn't my place to tell you whether a
particular feature is necessary far your
purposes. ['d rather let you know about
those you'll actually need - everything else is
icing on the cake.

The first thing you should decide is what
video format you want to use. For many
pecple this will mean choosing either VHS or
SVHS, though some people will prefer
VideoB or Hi-B. Uitimately, which system you
choose depends on several factors.

Your main concem will probably De image

Video
Ha ndgcan%

.l {
| TD:-:

quality. If this is the case, then SVHS or Hi-8
should be your choice as each offers visibly
superior quality over their VHS or Video8
CoUNEErparts and, as a consequence, SVHS
and Video8 formats are more expensive.

The type of genlock and digitiser you
own [or plan to own| also has a bearing on
the choice of format, as genlocks or
digitisers are capable of accepting the more
sophisticated Y/C signals from 5-VHS and
Hi-8 machines.

If you're planning on using your
camcorder as an editing source, make sure it
can be controlled extemnally via a ControlL
port jaka LANC), because this is what your
Amiga will interface (o [via an appropriate
editing package) to gain control over the
camcorder’s play and pause functions so
that the appropriate video clips can be
recalled as required,

coom

Try [0 get a camera with a reasonable
zoom lens, and macro too, so that you have
more chaice in the shots you can take. If the
zoom can also be operated manually 5o
much the better, because the motors wiich
drive the z00m can quickly drain a battery
during frequent use

Speaking of batteries, get a few spares -
they might be expensive, but there are times
when a spare battery would have allowed
you to get thase briliant shots you Just
missed when the power ran oul.

Make sure your camera has a mains
adaptor too, because if you power the
camera from the mains it's unlikefy you're

EXRORURE  PROGAAM

AE

The mini cams are highly portable and easy to uss, but many feature
restricied automated functions with no manual control

lights,

The video camera and its counterparts are
the all-important aspects of a video
production. Gary Whiteley shows you
what you need and how to use them

Make the investment in a high quality VCR now instead
of later — think about the long term wherever affordable

and filter out the wind noise, even if you
stick 3 woolly sock over it!

One further point. if you can, buy a
camera which allows you to control the
wolume level manually as wedl as
automatically, and make sure you leam
how to use this feature.

Otherwise you'll fall foul of the built-in
AGC |Automatic Gain Control), which tries
its best to keep the recording leved constant
at the expense of the sound itself.

For instance, if you were recording an
interview and a kormy drove past or 3 noisy
aeroplane flew over, then the AGC would
reduce the recording level to take into
account the lorry oF plane.

The result would be that the
interviewee's recorded voice would drop in
proportion to the overall drop in recording

going to run out of juice at a critical time.

There are other things you'll need to go
with your camera, like a good fluid-head
tripod and maybe a shoulder-mount, but
go and buy a specialist video magazine
and take it from there.

For sound recording, try to find a
camera which will let you plug an extemnal
microphone in because, let’s face it, there's
no way that the bullt-in camera mic can
possibly cope with everything that's
thrown at it.

Try recording an nterview on a windy
day using only a camera mic and you'll
hear why professional Camera Crews
usually use a separate mic (and mic
operator).

Theres no way that a camera mic can
capture just the sound of the intenviewee

The out-takes

To edit video you need at least one video source [which could be a camcorder or a VLR
and a VCR to record onto. The record VCR should be capable of accurate frame
positioning - the more accurate the better

Again, the choice of VCR format is up to you, and it doesn't necessarily have to be the
same as the format of the video source, as long as they can be connecied [ogetner
successfully. Far instance, you could use a Hi-B camcorder and an 5-WHS VICR, since both
use ¥/C video signals

One important point to note is that the VCR must, like the camcorder, be able (o be
controlled externally — for instance via infra red remote control - because this control will
be used during editing

But you can't just connect the video decks to the Amiga and start editing. You'll need

an interface and control software of one kind or another, and the cost of such things
ranges from several hundred pounds to several thousand, depending on the level you
wish 10 edit at

In maost cases home users won't be daing A/B or 3-machine editing. concentrating
instead on simple cutting from source (o recorder and gentocking graphics and titles, 5o
one of the cheaper packages would probably suffice.

Two-maching editing can’t add wipes and fades between pictures, but it can et you
cut out all the rubbish from your source tapes, add graphics and music and assemble a
coherent program from a series of individual clips

This is probably a satisfactory compromise for those birthday, holiday and other home
videas which wan't ever be seen by anyone but you, your chose friends and family

There are a couple of low-cost edit controllers on the market Gold Disk's Video
Director Is well under E200, likewise Scala’s Echo EE100 [which also requires
ScalaMM300 and a fairly powerful Amiga with a hard drive|. Both packages can control a
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cameras, action

level, and probably be completely swamped
by the lowder lomy or plane.

For me, as an ex-sound recordist, AGC s a
big pain in the backside and can cause no
end of problems.

Therefare it's important that {a] you can
control the sound levels manually and (b you
Can plug an external microphone in o you
Can get closer to your subject.

If your are able to mic your main sound
source as closely as possible, the relative
balance between it and the background
sound will be much better - and the
resulting recordings will be far more
audibie

(ONDITIoONS

There are times when even the best
cameras can't cope property with the
prevailing lighting conditions {unless
you've got an infra-red night-vision
tamera, of coursel|,

Maost modern cameras use CCD
devices, which provide better lighting
pick-up than the tubes older cameras
were based on. Although many cameras have
lighting gain switches to boost the brightness
of a low-light image, this boosting also
énhances the inherent noise in the image,
making It appear more grainy.

The solution is to add extra lighting, winere
dreumstances allow, 5o that the picture
guality remains as high as possible. It isn't
always necessary to buy specialised lights
though, because depending on where, and

Make sure o choose
a camera that sults
your particular
requirements

what, you are shooting it might be possible to
use fighting which is at hand. For instance,
use an Anglepolse or table lamp to improve
the kghting, switch on the room lights, or
EWEN JUST Lse A sheet of newspaper as a
reflector to bounce some daylight onto a
subject. There are lots of limle things you can

Control-L camcorder or WCR as source and an infra red-equipped VCR for editing. By
gefining a series of clips which you wish to copy from the source to the editor, the whole
process can be organised fairly simply, if you have the right video equipment

Obwviously, each program has different features and there’s no room for re
here, 50 you'll have to look elsewhere for more details - and for other editing packages
but as a good start for your research check out Video Director and, if possible
stala Echo. Other editing solutions include KRP's Video 20 series, VideoPilot 330 and
Synmronic's Editman

Of course, an edit controller isn't 5[r|.'_':':,.n necessary, and you can do simple pr:l.nr:g by
hand using only the play, pause and record buttons on the video machines. However
Inis is & very rough and ready method and there's no way you're going to get
edits this way, though as a cheap and nasty method it's hard to beat

WIS S

acturate

TUTORIAL

There's not much | can tell you here
| except that good video equipment |
doesn't come

cheap and there's seldom |

such a thing as a bargain when buying |

you re Duving from scratch, expect (o
shell out at least £2000 on all the bits

1 edit-capable VCRs and camcorders, |f |
|

I 4

J ANd IeCes

a0 o improve the
lighting, bat there are also times
when praper lighting is an absolute must,
whether for practical or artistic purposes,

If you cannot hire lights like most video
equipment, fights are often available for hire
locally if you make a few
enguries| then you'll
have to buy some,

Good fights cost a lot of
maoney, 50 before you take the
plunge take a trip to a large
hardware store and see what kind of
halogen lamps they have on offer

I say halogen because they
provide a lot of Right while
being compact in size,
and you might
decide that (o
SaVE MOoney you
can improvise a set
of lights fior all but
those special
oCcasions when it
wouldn't do o look like
you're wsing makeshift fighting

But for home shooting, animation or what
have you, such lighting will usually suffice.
Abways remember that electricity can be
deadly, and if you're mot sure what
you're domng, find someone who
does who can either advise you
or fix the lights up for you.

-

Gary Whiteley can be contacted by e-mail as
drgaz@cix.compulink.co.uk

And, by way of a shameless plug. you could aiso buy
his Amiga Desktop Video book (ISEN 1-898275-08-4)
from Future Publishing (Tel: 0225 822510) or from
any good bookshop. 3 -
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E.M.COMPUTERGRAPHIC

THE U.K.'S NUMBER 1 AMIGA FONT AND CLIPART DISTRIBUTORS - AMIGA COMPUTING

RITMAPPED CLIP ART

Fully soredsed & shws, nedy for ATENT VD PO programs
EMC Volume 1 - f - £14.00 - Classic |FF Chpart
'ﬂxv‘ta Canaers h1--|.|q 3, Tepnapor, People and Xmas
MC Yolume 11 - 5 Disks - £14.00 - Classic IFF Cipar
Pecpie, Food, Arcrall, Arerals, CatsDogs Tranpgor g
EMC Volume 15 -8 Di ;
Elacironics, Kids, Spons, Ar f
EMC Volume 32 - 5 Di Classic [FF Chgarnt
Poople, Spors, Medical, An &, CHfhcs and lobs mons
EMC Volume 28 - 5 \ Classac (FF Clipan
Anvreals, Xmas, Sais, Compulers, HesdenBomors & Seasans

VERY HIGH QUALITV IFF CLI® ART
Extramaly ange clipa! winch produces porlouls of smaning quaby
IFF harmiad and compactable with ALL r apphcalond.

Pl recarmrmgsd M pis Sdes a1 lnant 2nb o e haey W oie MEse mapes!
EMC Volume 34 - 5 Disks - E14.00 - FF Animais 1
Baars, Brds. Dogs, W naacts, Horses, Pesndes and Excho

14.00 - IFF Animpals 2

Trop Fizh, Feil, Famm and Funny

IFF Fantasy 2
D g ches A Wirands st
EMC Volume 40 - sks - £14.00 - \FF Borders
Etunning Bordem - Arsmals, Woman, Otyects &nd Nalural sic
EMC Valume 41 - & Disks - E16.50 - IFF Peopie 1
Babsss Kids, fdan man, Working, Famibas, Famois People
EMC Volume E Diks -
Plams. Fiowars, Tropical Plars. Tieas and 1
EMC Volume 43 - 5 Disks - £14.00 - [FF Sports
Gymnashos. Motar, Tanna, G0, 'Waler, Bal Games &
EMC Volume 44 - & Disks - £16.50 - IFF Education
Bibles, Schoal, Ghurchas, Chrst, Pr Hagin d Flaoes
MC
. glar, XrmassBomers, W
EMC Volume 46 - 5 Disks
B Danang, Muss, Rescua, 2 a
alume 47 - 5 Disks - £1
Animais, Chicasrs, |diols, Peopie, Fruil, K
EMC Volume 50 - 6 Disks i
Jus wnoul aveny broed of Dag & Cal, inc HI&
5 Digks - £14,00 - IFF BI
o, Faas, Bugs, Besa Aand Spidars
ks - E14.00 - FFF Animails 3

i " i L, LR
EMC Yolume 5 £18.50 - IFF Flowers 1
Drafs, Fiowsening Paris, Cheys, Ins, Mangokds. Orehids, Likas oo
EMC Volume 56 - § Disks - £1E.% - IFF Flowers 2
Poppies, Flowars & lots mam (bowem!

EMC Volume 57 - @ Disks - £16.50 - IFF Flowers 3

Caiuriag, Tulips, Fiowas and otk mors Flowers

EMC Volume 58 - 8 Disks - £16,50 - IFF Trees

Humaris, Cas. Fine, Magla, Wiknes, Paims, Bonss #lc

EMC Volume 59 - & Disks - £16.50 - IFF Plants?

Bambog, Pol Peass, Cachl, ¥uoca, Bulrushes, Thistles aic

Plants 2

%

Habisn, Kids, Kafs 5
EMC Volume 84 - 5 Di
ong, Bordens, Beauly, L
EMC Volume 65 - & Disks - £
B ey, Eafaer, Hallrmoon, Xmas and naamy 2mi ol Woedding
EMC Volume 66 - & Dizks - £16.50 - IFF Work

IT.mMI'.FrD-ClHEr_'I:,-:H"I'rm:I Tezds, Working Mo \‘B\'.‘-'\‘I“.'lr L1H

o Wine,
" - ..I I
5 Dighs - £ 0‘6
Ausic/sirumenis, Dangrg &nd mon!

E16.50 - IFF Gﬂ:fcraphy

Evrope, Ingia, Ambic

EMC Valume 72 = - IFF Vavious 3
Boats, OFf Road, lalantComman Cam, Buses, Tains, A o

DIU - IFF Various 4
IFF Various 5

0 - \FF s 2
. ol gy Are fols mon
EMC Volume 164- 6
Foomal, Fishing, ion Hockey, TPBowlng, Srookor & Windsufling
EMC Volurme 165- 5 Digks - £16.50 - IFF Animals &

b, Famm, Cats (5d Iypas) and ks moenl
1

14.00 - IFF
Alrcan, Asan, dmorca (and Stales) and othar Counines.
EMC Volume 168- & Disks - £16.50 - IFF Variousg
Houses, Elec. sppiances and icks of Wood/Metaheoing Tools!
EMC Valume 169- & Disks - £16.50 - IFF Variouss
Events, Khas, Workeg Peopie, Cas, Gardenicg, Transpon aic
EMC Volume 170- 6 Dhpks - E16.50 - i.Fi‘ Various10
amb+ of Berdars, Fumitur, Food, Paces, Toys & LOTS of Trans
EMC Volume 171- 6 Dusks - £16.50 - IEF Varous11
Camseas, Cowboys Kada & ot of Busnoss & Compuler Logoe
EMC Valume 172- 6 Disks - £16.50 - IFF Various]2
Moocal, Slahsss, Insects. Maps and jots of Meac, Peops Sis’

OTHER FONTS AND CLIPHRT

EMCVal2 -6 Disks - £18.50 - PC Gl

gam structuned’ img cipan. Computers, Bordan and ks mom|
EMCVal3 -2 Digks - £ B.00 - P, Fonts
34 Pagestrear feemal fonts, comantible witli all program wersions
EMC Val 21 -8 Digks - €£16.80 - PCX Clipart

Far Pisiram - Arimale, Caioons, Computers. Spois #C
EMC Vol 32 - 8 Disks - £16.50 - WG Clipart

Far Pareaam - Arsmals. Food, Canpons, Pants and D,
EMC Vol 33 - & Digks - £16.50 - IMG ClipArt

For P'eéaam - People. KMas, Buddings, Spors and Transoon
EMC Vol 48 - 5 Disks - £14.00 - ColorFonis

%4 4 B and 18 color ionts for DPsnl, Scaia, Opahasaon e
EMC Vol 48 - 5 Disks - £14.00 - ColorFonis

B34 B and T8 eodor lonts lor DPend, Seala, Opabvaion oic
EMC Vol 18_- 5 Disks - £16.50 - 60 PDraw Fonls
EMC Vol 19 - 5 Disks - £18.50 - 83 POraw Fonls
EMC Vol 20 - 5 Disks - £16.50 - 50 PDraw Fonls

Typesmith Demo Disk £3.50
Pagestream2 Demo Disks £6.99
Opalvision Update Disks £6.99

256 IFF COLOUR GRAPHITS FOR
AGA AND 24 RIT AMIGAS

IFF256 formal pics thal will load directly inlo any 24 bit or AGA
appiealion, such as Deaint 4.5, Opahasion ADEro alc. You can also
UG 1 piCE A5 WH backdrops on A1 200/A4000's

EMC Volume B8 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 Cars 1
Fararis, Corvelte, Mercs, Formula 1, Sports Cars and maral
EMC Volume 89 - 6 Disks - £16,50 - 256 Cars 2
orchas, Lambos, Classic, E-Typa, and US Sports Cars
EMC "-l'oéume - B U'I__sl-.s - %16.5|1 - 258 Plapes 1
Falcons, Spittire, Bambers, F-14's, Tomecats and mone
FMGVulume N E Disks - £16.50 - 256 Planas 2
8%, F-18'a, Hamiar, B17 s, Siealih Bombars and mare!
az - isks - £14.00 - 256 Space 1
Eﬂf u,?lurq.ﬁ.., A, 2 FME _ngl-s,_ L:F‘_:r. of Planels and rﬂ'?fg
MC Volume 93_ - 5 Disks - £14.00 - 256 Space 2
nterprises, Space Shutlles, MASA Shats and mona
EMC Volume % - 5 Disks - £14.00 - 256 Wormen
Lots of Baaulihul Womaen and Models
EMC Volume 95 - 5 Disks - £14.00 - 256 WildCats
Lions, Tigers, Leapards and lods of ofher WiloCats|
EMC\I'alume ?_5 . FﬁDIEHE - £16.50 - 255 Horsas T
unning Horsas, Foals, Fodeo Horses and mone hores|
EMC Valume 97 - & Disks - £16,50 - 256 Horses 2
Horses in the snow, Horses on the beach and more Horses!
EMC Volume 98 - 5 Disks - E14.00 - 256 Dogs 1
Alsation, Labrador, Cule puppmes and @ven soma wgly Dnes!
MC - 5 Digks = .00 - SEDDQS.?
E!tl:!r!: FIEIL' Liul}ggsgm’.h Eu':sb L?ulei:ld’li"ggi if‘r::l mare!
E‘HCVHUH‘E 100 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 Cﬂl‘is 1
pally cute and hurnoncus picturas of Cals and Kitlens
MC Volumea 101 - & Disks - E‘LE-.S?; 256 Cﬂfs 2
Wora raally cule and humorous pictures of Cats and Kitlens
E Volume 102 - 6 Disx%_ﬂqﬁ.ﬁu - 256 WaterLife
sphins. YWhales, Frogs, Fish, GosgFish and boks mone
EMC Volume 103 - § Disks - £16.50 - zgaﬁ fur{:-& Sea
Just about evesyihing from Tropical 1skands 10 Sandy Baeaches
MC Volume 104 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 Animails 1
mndac, Dears, Bears (ol lypes), Zebras and lols rmdng
EMC Volume 105 - & Dusl_ g - E1E.al?d- 256 Animgals 2
Elephants, Gonllas, Chimps, Monkeys, Seale, Koalzs and morel
EMC 'u'flumﬁ 106 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 Animals 3
Wolves, Moose, Cougar, Kangaroo, Fox Fups and lofs morel
MG Volume 107 - 8 Disks - £16,50 - 256 Animals 4
jrard, SgueTels, Wakus, Kitlens and iots of Uther Anemais
FM-C Volume 108 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 Panorgma 1
orests, Mouniain HiversiLakes, Waterdalis, Rainbows and more.
MC Volume 109 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 Panarama 2
now Topped Mounbans, MountianLakes, Watarfalls, Streams sic
Eﬂﬁvulum 110 - 6 Dths - £16.50 - 255 Panorama 3
olling Hills, Snow Sconis, Farms, Smad Harbour, and Lots mong
111 -6 . 50 - 258 i'h?
Eﬂﬁy,g!-gm:'elruuﬂs rmH'Eﬁ"?é-s E..:liIE\ksr"'. 1o Desarts! i
EMC Volume 112 - 5 Djsks - £14.00 - 256 World Peopie
Amencan/ Arnazon indans, Hawaiians, Alrcans and mom!
MC Volume 113 - § Disks - £16.50 - 256 Amarica
srand Canyon, Vegas, LeasarsPalacs ite House elc.
EMC Volume 11% & Dizks - £16.50 - 256 Castles
Caatles with Moats, Caslles on Mountains, Castles on Areens alo.
Fﬂﬂ‘ﬂ'cﬂuma 115 - & Disks - E16,50 '?53 TPF World
ram ansund the world - Egypd, Japan, ltaly, France, England atc
gnlﬂ' 'dnﬂlume 116 - 5 Disks - £14.00 - 256 Birds 1
arrols, Hurmeming Birds, Flamingos, and lols mone Hards!
MC Volume 117 - 5 Disks - £14.00 - 256 Birds 2
icks, Eagles, Hawks, Uwis, Winter Birds and more Birds!
EMC Volume 118 - 5 Disks - £14.00 - 256 Birds 3
Swans, Faicons and lots of birds that we can’l sdenbiy!
EMC Volume 11? - G Dﬁks - E16.50 - 256 Fantasy 1
Warriors, Dragons, Female Warriors and lols more
E’Hc Volume 120 - & Disks - £16.50 - 256 Fantasy 2
ragon Lance pics, Dracula, S&ull Warmors and lods more!
EMC Volume 121 - & Disks - £16.50 - 256 The Movies
Baiman, Starwars, Top Gun, Teminatar, Indy. Karate Kid et
Ef'fﬁ" ‘u'oleu- 122 - 5 Disks hFH.M - 256 Renders 1
sndared Dragons, Glasshouse, Medoedas cars and mare!
E}I‘C !.*ulblme 3 - 5 Disks - £14.00 - 256 Renders 2
erwiored Hugs @ss Boards, Vanous Hoorns, F-16 and mosa!
MC 'U'ﬁluma 12%.:; 5 Doﬁh.s - £14.00 - 256 Renders 3
endanad kiichens, Bawsng. Inseclts, Cameras and more
MC Volume 1&"5 - & Digks - £14.00 - 256 Girls 1
paitilul Wormen dressed m very lithe.. Blood Bailing!
EME“-"Q ume 126 - & Disks - £14.00 - 256 Girls 2
eauaiiul Women dressad in very lithe.,_Biood boding!
EMC_VQJ:I.II‘I'IB 127 - 5 Disks - 214.31} - 256 Girls 3
eaulilul Women dressod in very litle...Slood bodsing!
E!MC Valume 128 - %Dlﬁks . uq;sua- 258 Water Girls
wawiliful Woman under Waterlalls, at tha Poal and very wet!
EEHC Valume 12? . 5§ Digks - £14.00 - giﬁ Swim Suits
autful Women, of all shapes and sizes, in Swimsuits
MC Volume 130 - 5 Disks - £14.00 -I.”! Bikinis
utiful Women, of all shapes and sizes, in Bikinia
Emc\fnium 131 - 5 Disks - £14.00 - 258 ch Girls
amen on the beach, the kind of babes you 588 in aywmaich!
EMC‘I.I' lume 132 - 5 Disks - £14.00 - 256 Lingerie
sautiful Woman, of all shapes and Sizes. in Lingene
M Volume - & Digks - E1 - .Er.n-rnﬂ
E-gh fua ||-:-.|::|mu!§53c\-‘ :sll-r- I!JEE‘I T qr%' 'I%?‘gt araciers ahc
134 - £ks - £14.00 - 256 Vari 1
! :m.»f&'é'!?;."m;g.w ﬁh%-lzr#»g' Ecl!nrlluxy ABrer E;E;ungr"?
Volume 135 - 5 Disks - £14.00 - Reptilas
Eﬁﬁs_%rﬂg; Lizards %‘m{i :Eulnd EOMTE a.maf:ﬁ |:-r.!!ﬂul EHI"H:-’E.
EMC Volume 136 - B Disks - £16.50 - 256 Classic Cars
B disks packed wih Classic cars ol all shapes and sizes
EMC Volume 137 - & Disks - £16.50 - 256 Cars J
Veltes, Porchas, Aston, Countachs, E-Type, Mini, AR, Espeit olc
EMC 'H'Ellume 138 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 Fast Cars
Tesias, F-10's, Countachs, Porchas, Lobus and lobs more!
EMC Volume 138 - 6§ Disks - £16.50 - 258 Racin
& ks lull of Indy Racing, Formula 1, Drag Racing ard moe!
EMC Volume 140 - & Disks - £16.50 - 256 Boals
Powes, Yachts, Military and just aboul every other type of boat!
EMC Volume 141 - 5 Disks - £14.00 - 256 Trains 1
15t of aur 256 Train vois, containing Steam and Eleclic locos?
EMC Volume 142 - & Disks - £14.00 - 258 Trains 2
and of cur 256 Train wols, conlaining Sleam and Electic locos!
EMC Volume 143 - 5 Disks - £14.00 - 256 Trains J
rd of our 256 Train vols. contaning Stearm and Eleche locos!
EMC Volume 144 - 5 Digks - £14.00 - 256 Trains 4
&thy ol 256 Train wols, containing Staam and Eleclic locos!
EEHC Volume 145 - & Disks - £16.50 - 256 Milftary
sarl Siorm, Tanks, Bomba, Jets, Cannans, Mavel and marel

EMC Volume 146 - & Disks - £16.50 - 256 Flight
Pranes, Hcopters, LightPlanes and stunning pics of Hot Alr balloons

MORE 256 IFF COLOUR GRAPHICS FOR
AGA AND 28 RIT AMIGAS

EMC Volume 147 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 Jat Fighters
F-117's, Phantoms, F-16 Felcons, Aircralt Carrlers and ols miore!
EMC Volume 148 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 Snow nes
Speciacular pcs. of Snow Capped Mians, Snowy Foresls & Rivers
EMC Volume 149 - § Disks - £16,50 - 256 WaterLife 2
Colourul pees. ol Tropieal Fesh, Coral, StarFish and bots moned
EMC Volume 150 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 Trave!
Stenehenge, KingTut (Stunning), G Canyon, Collesium and more!
EMC Volume 151 - 5 Disks - £14,00 - 256 NASA 1
A'nauls, Shutlles, Planets, Lunar Modules and Hubble T scope eic
EMC Volume 152 - 5 Disks - £14.00 - 256 NASA 2
Shutfles, 5 liles, Launch Sites, Launchs and lots of Space Shats|
EMC Volume 153 - § Disks - £16.50 - 256 Babes 1
Due o owarwhalming dermand. . yet more disks of Baautiful Babes!
EMC Volume 154 - § Disks - £16.50 - 256 Babes 2
[ 1o avenshedming demand,, yel more disks of Beauliful Babes!
EMC Volume 155 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 Babes 3
Dus 1o overwhiekning demand...yot more disks of Beautdul Babes!
EMC Voluma 156 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 Babes 4
Dus Lo overwhalming demand...yel more dsks ol Beautilul Babes!
EMC Volume 157 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 Babes 5
Bue to ovarwhelming demand...yet mone disks of Beautiful Babes?
EMC Volume 158 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 Hunks
Cinstt lor the Girls - 6 disks of 'Chvppendale’ typs Hunky men!
EMC Volume 158 - § Disks - £16.50 - 256 Various 2
Pictures mainly compesing of Babes and Wild L-ats
EMC Volume 160 - § Disks - £16.50 - 256 Various 3
Famous Paople, Walerdile, Snow Scenes and Traved
EMC Volume 161 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 Varfous 4
Space, Hunks, Babes, Aock Slars and Famous People!
EMC Volume 208 - § Disks - £16.50 - 256 Robols
Some amazng hegh guality artwork of chroms plaled female robots
EMC Volume 200 - § Disks - £16.50 - 256 Heavy Meatal
Very nice fantasy type artwork from Heavy Metal magazine,
EMGC Volume 210 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 Star Wars
Quality picturas and artwork from the Star Wars movies
EMC Volume 211 - B Disks - £16.50 - 256 Night Breed
Cuality pictures and artwork from the SciFi sanes - Night Breed
EMC Voluma 212 - & Disks - E16.50 - 256 D581
Cuality pictures and artwork from Star Trak - Desp Space Nina
EMC Volume 213 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 D59 2
Chsality peeiures and artwork from Star Trek - Deep Space Nine
EMC Volume 214 - & Disks - £16.50 - 256 D593
Quality pictures and ariwork from Star Trek - Usep Spaca Mine
EMC Volumea 215 - & Disks - £16.50 - 256 DS94
Guality plctures and artwark frem Star Trek - Deep Space Nine
EMC Volume 216 - 6 Disks - £16.50 -
Cuality picfures and artwork from Star Trek -
EMC Volume 217 - 6 Disks - E16.50 - TN
Guality pictures and artwork from Star Trak - The Nexd Ganeration
EMC Volume 218 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 TNG 2
Cualty peeturas and armwork fram Star Trek - The Nex! Genaration.
EMC Volume 219 - & Disks - £16.50 - ‘?’56‘ TNG 3
Quality picturas and artwork from Star Trek - The Hext Gonaralian.
EMC Volume 220 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 Star Trek 2
Graat pictures and arwae [om Star Trek - Oeiginal senes & Movies
EMC Volume 221 - & Disks - £16.50 - 256 Star Trek 3
Groat pichures and artwork from Star Trek - Cnginal series & Movies
EMC Volume 222 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 Conan
Excallant 256 amwark faatuning Conan the Barbarian
EMC Volume 223 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 Dr Who
Greal pictures and excellent artwork from ihe cull senes Dr 'Whao.
EMC Volume 224 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 TV-Scifi
This wobume comprises of pictures and arwork from Blake 7 and Y
MC Volume 225 - B Digks - £16.50 - 2568 D.Lance 1
tunning, high quakty amwork from Dragon Lance
EMC Volume 226 - 6 Disks - E16.50 - 256 D.Lance 2
Syunnieng, high quasiity arwork from Dragon Lance.
EMC Volume 227 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 BorigV' 1
Exceptional amwork by the rendwned fantasy adist Bons Vallejo,
EMC Volume 228 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 Boris¥ 2
Expeptional ariwork by the renowned fantasy arist Boris Vallajo
EMC Volume 229 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 BorisV 3
Exceplional ariwork by tha renownad fantasy arli<? Bons Vallsjo
EMC Volume 230 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 BorisV/ 4
Excaplional arworns by the renowned tantasy arbis! Boris Vakejo
EMC Volume 231 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 BorisV' 5
Excapbonal arfwork by the rencwned lantasy artst Bons Valleg
EMC Volume 232 - § Disks - £16.50 - 256 BorisV &
E seeptional anwork by the renvwned fantasy atist Bons Vallejo,
EMC Volume 233 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 BorisV 7
Exceptional afwork by the mnowned fantasy arist Boris Vallejo.
EMC Volume 234 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 BorisV' 8
Exceplional arwork by 1he renownad fantasy arist Boris Vallejo
EMC Volume 235 - 6 Disks - E16.50 - 256 Kelly 1
Excellen amtwork by the: lamous fantasy artist Ken Kelly
EMC Volume 236 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 Kelly 2
Excallenl arwaork by the famous fantasy ariisi Kan Kaelly
EMC Volume 237 - 6 Disks - E16.50 - 256 SciFi Art 1
Mixed bag of graal artwaork Bnd picturas with a genaral SciFi thama
EMC Volume 238 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 SciFi Art 2
Mixed bag of great ariwerk and pictures with a ganeral SaFi thema
EMC Volume 230 - & Dizks - £16.50 - 256 Woodroffe
Really good Walrd fantasy pic.s from the world of Patrick Woodrolfe
EMC Volume 240 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 Movies 2
Excallen piosiartwork from films - D549, Star Wara, Terminator, "W*
EMC Volume 241 - 6 Disks - £16.50- 256 D& D
Stunning anwork with a Dungeans and Dragons theme.
EMC Volume 242 - § Disks - £16.50 - 256 Fantasy 3
Loads of good guality genaral fanlasy aAwo
EMC Volume 243 - § Disks - £16.50 - 256 White 1
Spectacudar atwork by the renowned lantasy arist Tom Whibe:
EMC Volume 244 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - 256 Whits 2
Spectacular anwark by the renowned fantasy arist Tim White
EMC Volume 245 - B Disks - £16.50 - 256 White 3
Spectacular arfwark by tha renowned tantasy artist Tim Whie.

VIDEOGRAPHERSEMC are teaming up with a leading
film/production tean w ith the wim of conducting weekend
wemninars covering all aspects of Amiga related video production
und post production for the beginner, semi-pro and full Pro. 1F
you ane interested, send an SAE along with a brief letter detailing
your interests and we will forward you full information & course
prospectus when details hive been finalised.




SPECIALISING IN THE PROMOTION OF DTP ON THE AMIGA - —

AND

WINNERS OF THE 1992 AMIGA SHOPPER TOP TYPEFACE AWARD

TYPE | FONTS

Compatible with Pagestream, The Publisher,
Fina! Copy2 rel2, Firal Writer efc.

EMCVol4 -5 Disks - £14.00 - 87 Typai's
EMCVol5 -5 Disks - £14.00 - 63 Typai's
EMCVol6 -5 Disks - £14.00 - 83 Typai's
EMC Vol 7 -5 Disks - £14.00 - 85 Typel's
EMC Vol 16 - 5 Disks - £14.00 - 76 Typai's
EMC Vol 17 - 5 Disks - £14.00 - 79 Typel's
EMC Vol 27 -5 Disks - £14.00 - 56 Typel's
EMC Vol 29 - 5 Disks - £14.00 - 80 "'p,.f-r 5

NEW TYPE 1 FONT VOLUMES
EMC Vol 77 - 5 Disks - £16.50 - 75 Typel's
EMC Vol T8 - 5 Disks - £16.50 - 89 Typel's
EMC Vol 79 - 5 Disks - £16.50 - 84 Tyoel's
EMC Vol BO - 5 Disks - £16.50 - 71 Typei's
EMC Vol 81 -5 Disks - £16.50 - 106 Iypel's

¢G S'EHHIE‘IE FONTS

L,r-r-r_l.d r n |.\.1|'| av v Ihﬂ o PFroe, I-"\-._ 'u 1, Wi
WHSS, Seals Opsihis £ 1s

EMC-"'-"nI B -5 L:'IQﬁS £16.50 - 51 L";-':un.a
EMCVol9 -5 Disks - £16.50 E-I! C-'Gh.lr

EMC Vol 10 - 5 Disks - £16.50 s
EMC Vol 23 - 5 Disks - E16.50 - 58 CGFonts
EMC Yol 24 - 5 Disks - £16.50 - 54 CGFonts
EMC Yol 25 - 5 Disks - £16.50 - 66 CGFonts
EMC Vol 26 - 5 Disks - £16.50 - 71 CGFonis
EMC Vol 30 - 5 Disks - £16.50 - 59 CGFonts
EMC Vol 31 - 5 Disks - £16.50 - 60 CGFonts

NEW CG SCALABLE FONTS

Suppiied, due o popuier demmd, with PS downlowdabies!
EMC Vol. B2 - 5 Disks - £16.50 - 53 CGFanis
EMC Vol. 83 - 5 Disks - £16.50 - 48 CGFonts
EMC Vol. B4 - 5 Disks - £16.50 - 46 CGFonis
EMC Vaol. 85 - 5 Disks - £16.50 - 48 Ci5Fonis
EMC Vol. 86 - 5 Disks - £168.50 - 34 CGFonls
EMC Vol. BT - 5 Disks - £16.50 - 38 CGFonis

PICK 'N' MIX SERVICES

W offer youwr mof ane..bud TID Pick ‘W' My Services!
FﬂHTP'I'CH' \'i' MIX FﬂNTﬁE‘TWCE

Ea 4.,."::"':1-* [ e

*'l‘x! e supplies them ?

Full o 'c.:- is

T e Ei
. E.‘LJ'P.AHTPI'CK N HI:?' EERW-CE

Creaio a oisk

SCANNING SERVICE

HAVE YO EVER NEEDED SOME ARTWORK SCANNING T
ARE YOU SACK OF USING “CUT AND PASTE" METHODS
TO GET ¥OLR ARTWORK ON FAPERT
EVER WANTED TO LASE ONE OF VOUR FAVORITE
PHOTOSE AR AN AGAVIDED BACKDAQPT
EVER WANTED TO SMARTEN UP FOUR VIDED
PRESENTA TIONS WITH CUSTOM :;n.npﬂlcfw

-'1'\e umve ctigind this

_'l 'Z“M'I?lﬂ:quﬂ].n" 'rnr

pubishars Io p
Quakly scans, o
Siwork or rll:“:--' up I:M-

5008 TO 800 DP - I'N.l-h'l" FORMAT EROM
MOMNOCHAROME TO 24 BT

-'-'l-.r-l. @ fnisteed scons, on disk, m standard IFE {ig formais
Ens P Wil T AlS0 SLpp ko |-\-._-s| PL foemais
PCX, TilT, Gt i) an MS-Dos | ity disin

FOR MORE DETAILS...GIVE US A RING!

Amiga Computing in Issue 52 said...

ECS 16 COLOUR IMAGES FOR ALL Illl'lﬁlf

ERY HIGH CILIALITY imagess Ans bbb with ALL
Al e 1 rq\q_-{ll.ll'.rl'

qiE cAr b

fmacin By |m_

YEIF WONT BELIEVE THAT THESE IMAGES OMLY CONTAIN 18 COLOURS!
EMC Volume 1?3 -.- Di *:-ka - £16.50 - ECS Chicks 1
T ae. Enough o maks v droel!

EM&‘-I'n!urne 174- 6 L'll'--; 5 - 5:15 50 - ECS Chicks 2

Gids. Girls and mome Gids, St Encrigh 10 maka you drod!

EHC"Juiumc 1?5 r:. L:u:u- E15 50 - ECS C‘hmigs.l?
ng Fictures. . Enough to maka you droci!
EME‘ 'U'l:!l_urne 1?I‘:

Girls, Gid

EMC "l"ﬂ-ll.,li"l"lﬂ 1?? _215 50 ECS Chic‘ks 5

Qirte. il Wl mone Grls, Shany Emcesgh fo make you deood

EMC "."nlurne 178- ¥ 16,50 - ECS Panorama 1

Mhoiniairs, | al Sealy B droos i Pacs

EM‘C 'lfulurne 1?9 6 Disks - EIE 50 - EE'S .F"anr:rrama 2

ok oF PR Pacs

EH.-!I'C Uutume mu [ Disks - £ IE én Eci;  Panarama 3
EMC 'h’l:.!lurm'-.* 131 i_L"H'«:-' - '-"iE. EG EL'S Panr:lranm 4

s, arcisos i Pl
Eﬂ-d'C"u'ulurnc 132 sks - Fiﬁsﬂ EL"S' Spaoef
EJ'I.vI'(.' 'h'l::lurne ‘Iﬂ:‘i

WASA and Star Tre
- EIE 50 ECE Spac& 2
EMG 'u’nlum:e 134 6

o EFESB ECS Cﬂrs T

oG, Indy G '|ln.n.-|||||llll-|d||'

ke _-}:155& ECS Cars 2

A, Caormarncs ond Clases

EMC Volume 186- & Disks - £18,50 - ECS Alrcraft 1

LI it and ks mone!
EMC-"U'O:IUM? 13? _: Lhishs E1E EI} ECS Aircraft 2

Bam Huriesn Fias and fols mon

EMG 'u'ulumE IHH - £ f1 E 5& EL‘S ﬁm’ma:s 1
EMG‘I.I'qumEI 135 :I:‘IE 5I} ECS Ammﬂl's 2

s, Elep 1.¥ SOHOaT TOgS. and s mam!

EMC‘I{'.DWI'I:‘E 194:- 6 Digks - 'L‘1'E 50 - ECS An.rmalss

2 | 5 LIS SO other
EJ'I-I'C.‘ 'u'ulume TEH = £‘IE 50 - ECS An.lma!sd

3 inchidee sorme othat Animals

E‘IE 50 - ECS Dﬂgﬂ&Cﬂlﬂ T

crmessbic Dags and Ca
EMC\fulume 193 ] FJ sks -_!E 51] EGJS Hoga&f:atsz
EMCVqumE 194 r:D shs :E‘IE 5ﬂ ECEFMWS People

ke il obs of WA

EMC Vmumo 195 3] ” SHE E‘IE 50 - ECS .I'.vl'mtarr
fartny and ot Mo
EMC' "-"niumF- 196 - ¢ . E‘IE 50 - ECS Mofor Racing
mer, Mansefl & iobs of Fanmuln Dina
EME‘ ".'l:!lume 197 - EIE 5ﬂ EC.‘S Trains
J Int Locomaoises
EMC ‘-fnlumu- 19& I E1ﬂjﬁ ECS l;"a'terl_n‘e
I anal pcbean tor Back L]
EM‘E‘ Untume 1‘39 B Flu-»n: - £16.50 - ECS World 1
¥, USA mic. {Holiday VidoosT)
EMC "u’t:lFurnr.- 200- & Disks - E'E 50 - .ECSIH-"urId 2
N = Dhe (Hobday Vidass™)
Desktop Publlshmg Typefaces
¢ UK and European distribuiors for the
nmercial Computar Safarl range of
nts are of exceplional qualily, confain
gis and have Dean Mighly praised in the LIK
! have aiready purchased, or have

. rg Acw avaiable
Full data ire (ncluded in the EMC information pack

16 CoLOUR fuﬂnr FI}I! ALl llllﬁlf

This VERY HIGH QUALITY colou _IIL._

Amiga programs that é.lé‘,u piport the us:

Pagestream, FFage. Foatier, Wos ot

PenPal, Kindwonds, Phaton Paant, DigiPaant [II'-J !

All disks, except the disks on EMC Volume 204, contain spﬁ:rl.'
IFF index thumbnall screens. Simply double elick on the “Disk
index” icon lo see the entire disk comntents!

EMC "nl'cllume 201 - & Disks - £16.50 - OCA Animals 1

This vodurmss conlang & whaole bast of Birds, insects and Dinosaurs

FHE' Umume 21}2 IE: Disks - £16.50 - CCA Animals 2

of high quak sparl ol Dogs, Cals and Raplies

EMC Volume 2ﬂ3 6 Disks - £16.50 - CCA Animals 3

Horsas, Reptiles and just aboul every mammal you could passioly tink of!

EMC Yolume 204 - 10 Disks- £25. GD CCA Ma,

This wolume comtaens full oolour maps of probs by @iy COU ry on Earh

EMC Volume 205 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - CCA Flowers
Pot Plars, Wild Flowers, Gadon Fl.-.wr.*r. Bidbs, Hanging Fiants abe

u 205 -8 L:'I""I'C"‘ £16.50 - CCA Natural

i ".-euel.:. sles and Troes

& [:-.ch. - £16.50 - CCA Variou

nstrumants, Flanes, Ships, Transgot '||| Figh

EEHPFHIITEH POSTSCRIPT CLIPART
-'1'-5??1 qun:g '_,'I, {afﬂwﬁlré'f bl for use with Pagesiream,
EM'C Vol. 12 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - EPS C.'Ip.arr
Weddings, Houses, Office, Kids, Mil.Planes, Boats, Food
EMC Vol. 13 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - EPS Clipart
Buildings, Animals, Spart, Aircraft, Hols, Chefs, People

EMC Vol. 14 - 6 Disks - £16.50 - EPS Clipart
Houwses, World, Music, BiPlanes, Males/Females etc.

Don't bother with the rest...

-..BUY FROM THE BEST! P,
The Amiga press have given EMC and CORDER-
it's products rave reviaws, Now the vidao
press ara followang suit. EMC's products
receved the coveted

Camcorder User Gold Award
May 1994 adition

THE EMC
INFORMATION PACN

The HARD COPY EMC information pack includes
full details of ALL the fonis EMC has on offer, ine,
Computer Safari Fonts, along with full font printouts,
details of our PNM and scanning services, details of
our ECS 16 colour and AGA 256 colour image
colfections, detalls of our PCX., GEM, monochrome
EPS, multiformat and cofour clipart, & font and clipart
compatability guide and many example printouts
from our huge clipant collections.

To get your copy, please send us your name and
address, along with...

£1.00 'HP POSTAGE

(Paymenl &an be s siifuer stamps, postal orders or chegua)

Information packs and updates are included
 FREE with any order!

“E.M.C. are the FIRST and FOREMOST Font distributors in the UK" they then placed us al...No.1 in the TOP 10 of the Amiga hardware/software chart!

lan Wrigley from Amiga Shopper in issue 16 said...

Amiga Formal in issue 36 said

"...| must say that I'm quite impressed..."”

“..E.M.C. have an enormous amount of expertise in the tricky area of fonts and can provide professional help and advice lo customers”

Amiga Formal Special Edition said

“..the best value rescalable fonts available anywhere...there's no cheaper way of getting quality fonts"

CUAmiga in the issua of September 82 said

“...you couldn't do much better than taking a look through the sets offered by EM.C."

Amiga Shopper January 1992 gave Safari Fonts and EMC
"The Top Desktop Publishing Typeface Award For 1992"
Pat McDonald from Amiga Format in issue January 1982 sakd..
"The best person to talk to about fonts, in the UK at any rate is Errol at EM.C"

Amiga Mart November 19592 said..

"EMC’s emergence into the cut-throat retall area has come none too soon, their service and technical backup is second to none."

E.M.COMPUTERGRAPHIC - Font, Clipart and Software suppliers to over 7,000 customers!

Our so called competitors claim to offer outstanding technical support and service. It this is true why do the ioliowing companies prefer 1o buy their DTP software lrom ws?
MERIDIAN DISTRIBUTION, CENTRAL TELEVISION, MERIDIAN SOFTWARE. FIRST COMPUTERS, BLITTERSOFT, OMEGA PROJECTS, THE INSTITUTE OF MATERIALS
THE UNIVERSITY OF LONDOWN, THE GUILD OF FROFESSIONAL VIDEDGRAPHERS, THE IMPERIAL WAR MUSELIM AND MAJORVISION INTERNATIONAL

. {(;'Hf’/é'ﬂ.-{]. Aloire r(ﬂﬁrnr"r. and wunicvalled Jecl -V}ofrﬁ(-fﬁ

Rl s E.M.COMPUTERGRAPHIC

8 Edith Road, Clacton, Essex. CO15 1JU

Tel : 0255 431389

Fax: 0255 428666
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This mon

1T NG § O STX M Fxpress PD Galore
: 1200 sl Network (0 EMM P -
pog cblisgn 90455 | el L1809

Quality PD & Shareware

Magazine Business Centre, 11 Newarke Street, Leicester LE1 555
Tel: 0533 559711 Fax: 0533 470118
Monday-Friday 9am-6pm, Saturday till 2pm

th latest PD WM‘ Save 5% when you buy

- 3 or more!

Gifs Galore Gold Fish
qg'gﬂ r,‘:t:.ﬁ 1000 26 q{}

Fresh Fish
= e 118.99
(Pearl) £19 09 Aminet Vol 3

Laiest updhain
17 Bit Collection 05
17 Bi Continpaion 18,99 e 18.99

(lipar? Images
ot

Multimedia (D
19,99 ‘

(bPFD23 £18.992ach
sk Prices

| 1-15 Disks - £1.05 each

A 16-24 Disks - £1.00 each

F1 Licenceware 254 — 95p each

We stock disk FIOON 1o FI026Mew |  Post & Packing: UK 6dp
disk odded on doy of releoss. | UK Recorded Delivery £1.25
Prices from §399 10 8898 | Furupe £2.50, ROW £3.00

Full datails on catlogue disks
{hver 3200 PD in stock,

Nothing But Amos order catalogue disk for £2
& on 3 disks. All orders
despatched same day or next §

[le| m
lisue & now in stork
On 7 disks £4.50 working day

A set of stunningly
realistic humans
n  created with the
help of a 3D object
digitiser.
M Both Male and
Female at 3
W resolutions to suit
2Mb, 4Mb or
t6Mb memory
configurations.

Over 16000 points for
£35 inc VAT & P&P.
Send S.A.E. for more information.

For information and orders, please send SAE, cheques or POs to:

Kyte Products,  Please allow 6 working days  Parallel port fitting real
Dept C, for cheque clearance. time clock still availahle
45 5t Ladoe Ril, at £15. .

Telephone: i
e ondws imam

NEW GENLOCK
FROM

modes.

£299 including VAT and delivery.

RENDALE

your video input. Various extra modes are offered, including two keyhole

At last, the new Super-VHS
genlock from Rendale Is
available. The Super-9402 is a
true S-VHS genlock, offering
high quality output, together with
other features. It offers the ability
to fade Amiga graphics in and
out, and also to cross fade
between Amiga graphics and

Buy this new genlock directly from the manufacturers, at a price of only

COME TO RENDALE, GET THE BEST.

Contact: Marcam Ltd., 62 Tenter Road, Moulton Park,
Northampton NN3 6AX.

Tel: 01604 790466 Fax: 01604 647403
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ast month we were looking at a

routing that can be incorporated into

any macrd that neads to make unit

corversion changes |eg Ibs to kilos) in
blocks of text

The idea was to use a loop to search for
particular combinations, and whenever a
number was found at the i'th location we set j to
i#1 and compared the jth word with the units
parameter. After doing any conversions
necessary, the next iteration of the loop was
performed

I saigl that an improvement could be made
and in case you're still wondering what it is, just
consider the case where the word$.j wnits test is
successiul,

The next iteration of the loop will then abways
be pointless because the next word$ .| cannat be
a number (since word$.i of that iteration will be
word$_j of the previous iteration and this
maitched the specified units string).

This means that we can reduce the work that
the routing has 1o do by eliminating those
pontless loop iterations. This is done by
incrementing i whenever a units match is found

it word$. j=units then

di

word$, i=conversion_tactor*words.i
wirds, jeneu_unlts

i=id]

end

This simple change produces the ModifyBlock()
procedure shown in listing 1. There are faster
ways of daoing the job but to be honest, when
this particular routing was being written speed
was not the only concern - flexibility and re-
usahility were also high on the agenda.

Motice that ModifyBlock|) doesn’t get involved
with ary inter-program communication iself,
This is deliberate and Is done to ensure the
generality, and therefore the reusability, of the
procedure

The idea is that you should collect the text
from the program in question, do any
modifications in ‘as application independent way
45 possible’, and then send the replacement text
back to the fain program

A typical paragraph-onented use can be seen

I_i'aam for
improvement

for instance in this Final Copy Il macro fragment:

sptions resulls
extract /* read paragraph */
textS=NodifyBlockiresult, feet?, inches' N2

'delete’ I remove existing
paragraph */
"Eype' textd 1% jnsert medified
paragrapk */

In this case ‘extract’ pulls in the text {notice that
the paragraph returned in ARexx's results
vanable is passed directly to the ModifyBlock|)
procedure as a parameter|.

The ‘delete” command removes the original
text, and ‘Type’ puts the new bext in place. AN
easy enough to do but as mentioned, the key
paint &5 that the ModifyBlock|| routine is pure
ARexx code — it doesn't rely on any product:
specific interface commands.

This brings us to an important general point
ARexx functions are the building blocks of all
larger AResxx programs and programmers Use
them in the same way as the electrical engineer
might use integrated circuit chips [electronic
components pre-designed to do a particular job)
to busld an electronic circuit,

A function will perform an operation (perhaps
make a caloulaton or, as in the case of our
ModifyBlock|) routine, make alterations to
selected text block items) and may also returm a
vialue o the program which called it.

To use the example routing you supply the
text block, the bwo units strings and a
comeersion factor. ARex evaluates the right-
hand side of the expression by making a call to

| WodifyBlock: procedure
parse arg blockd,units,new_units, conversion_factor
| numeric digits &

susber_of _words=Wordsiblocks)
do i1 to number_of_vords ¥ 4

de 51 to susber_of_words-1 .
if dataTypefuords.i, "N} the

do =1 to numher_of_werds

words. i=conversion_factortusrds.i

= da
j=ivl
if wordd. j=units thes
do
word$. f=new_units
i=is]
end
| end
| end
blocks=""

wordd.i=dord(blocks, i) /* extract words from block ®f

It sore complex conversions *f

I* could be done using */
I further procedure calls *f

the ModifyBlock|) function using the parameters
supplied.

It then assigns the function’s refurn value o
whatever variable is provided on the left-hand
side of the expression that uses the function.

Written properly, 2 function should behave
just like a black box — the function user provides
some input [known as the function’s parameters
or arquments| and the function carmes out its
Jab, possibly retuming some information to the
caller,

To be honest, the user of the function
doesn't even need (o know how the function
works - they just have to know what the
function does, what information must be
supphied, and the significance of the results
produced

You'll notice that Nve tended to call the
ModifyBlock|) routine a ‘procedure” rather than
a function. This is bo emphasize the fact that 've
used the ARexx Procedure instruction at the
start of my function definition.

The purpose of this is to force ARexx to
regard all the variables used within the function
as being local to the ModifyBloCk() routine,

If, when you write a function, you use the
Procedure keyword and pass all the data
required by the function as function arguments
rather than use global variables, | e, variables
that are visible throughout the program, then
youll end up with routines that can be easily
extracted and re-used.

Needless to say, these types of ideas become
more and more important as your ARexx scripts
become largerl

Following on
from last
month,

Paul Dueraa
erplains how

you can redue
the workload
of @ routine

blockS=blocks words.i 1* rebeild black */ Listing b The
end improved
procedure provides
a good example of
the use of local
wariables

return blockd

OCTOBER 1994
|
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: Glél 11 North Street, EXETER,DEVON, EX4 3QS

CD32 Expansion Modules | CD3Z Connection Kit

14Mhz 68020, 2 MB Floppy Port 13 Pin Video Port | Mark II
o RAM, 3.5" Floppy ﬁ::m ::.:.'.1;":““ | Network to any Amiga
.‘_1.90 9% Drive, AGA Chip Set, | Keyboard Part Drive Disable {| Includes SERNET
262,000 Colours [ :::’.::.;:" Switeh : "y Click d ﬂd"'
On Screen and : ;Eaiﬂcm | sevatsrenim b
Free On-Site qqa qq
Warranty. 51' a | .ﬁﬁa' i
Free Technical : . 3 4,
Support | Memory, Floppy Drives, |' Upmll lrm Conmnection |
Hard Drives, Keyboards I Kit Mark I available -

$289.95 [E=E R

| Lightwave3D |  We'’re || Workbench 3.1

Hard Drive

Wersinns . I
Available i _. PAL i Backing i E#I::‘::::"I
‘I' mi AMIGA! ||[1500/ 2000/ 3000/
D3 Sp gﬂtﬂc l:hl | i“lr?;:::l.':: ,“:.-,.J I m::':::: very
o PACRI | | wewinbe ofiering :

iis powertat || Callus forall || from £89.95 | i

software at the your Amiga | ‘Microvitec 1438
astonishingly goad | mqulnmgntgl | 14"Colour .
..... price of = Meonitor. All |
wwﬁ | Amign modas.
£449.95 | £209.99
_ N =y \F Ao CD Wew |
. i Fax Modems Fﬂd-ﬂME Py i
ssccessfully since t’nm'l‘t‘ !I Flowcharting Double Speed,
rhober 93¢ 1 wou £ 2 49 9 5 Witll | Cﬂﬂl ;;u'-ﬂl-lnslﬂl:ﬂlﬂﬂi
. || Phote CD Compatible*
3 ™ L ’““m Generator || Plays CD+8 music and
[ hics CDs * Mis CD |
yaake We are the UK |77 m: e

|I Distributors for | putput* Plays (some] |

f"';iz'j;_-f:A4 000 melhiiiine  itiion “ZE | T

00 |
Choice of Fast Processors. M Chlp Set, 16.8 Million g o g199 | 51 ﬂ'qq . qﬂ qs |
] Colour Palette. Superb flicker-free display. 3.5" HD |
Drive (MSDOS capable), Fast IDE Hard Drive (SCSI Hnrd Dﬂuzs, SCSI 2 Cnntmllers and |
Available), 4 Zorro |l Expansion Slots. Complete with | Accelerators for the A4000 and A1200
: *  WBS and Manuals. Full On-Site Warranty. Various GvP 040/ lﬂﬂﬂii A 4000 CD RDM_] SCSI II l
' . Configurations. Call for compatibility reassurance! Wik Gdarieeesard - 1
| . These are UK machines, not "grey imports". h::::',f,:’ it "';:"’.m;;“ ml: ::E.m. '

Hard Drive

-

i |Fits any Amiga 4000 Availabla NOW!
- Call Now For Phone jor| R
030  NewPrices 040 . ca | £1299.00

e sRa———————————. Y

Can’t see what you want? Just

ring (0392) 499 755 --- we have
lots more than we can show here:

Compare Our Prices! We don’t
charge extra jor Credit Cards or
Standard Delivery.

hat You See Is What You Pay!!!

B | By e e Saturday 0, 30am-6. 30pm

Send your cheque/Posial order | | For an even faster service | | [
[ o the address above, Clearly ! telephone our sales ot line | | |
| state your name, address, and quate your credit or d-ehlt :
| telephone number and the card number. Friendly and |

product{s) you require. Prices | [ expert buying sdvice is |
can change so please phone to | | available ag all times, [
| | confirm price and avaitahility. | [
i | Please allow seven working | (0392) 499 755 |
I | days for your cheque to clear. | |
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I ~ PRICES CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS. ¥ _
! EAOE. PLEASE PHONE TO CONFIRM LATEST PRICES. [ Al I‘m:l_s ‘:n-htmn Endmlu: "-' AT. ’-smndard nLlwcn Is Free. No Hlddr_‘n Extras. |




. - L1 _J 1 = # 3
FREE FREE it LOWEST PRICED ToP QUALITY
GAMES CHEATS 1.4 EMULATOR LIERARY DISK POST & PACK i i e : 3
O AL EW ORDERS il RiBBONS, INKJETS, TONERS & DISKS
PLAY SCHOOL MATHEMATICS GENERAL INTEREST  ARTIST & FRACTALS z r
D cnanmaciaD [ Z9GCSEMATHS L 4SIPHOTOGRAPHY || 0GB CLIGHT 142 inter Ribbons
130 STORY LAND 2 £35 CALCULIS COMBAT | TS4RANDOTSTERED  [| TSSD-PAINTTUTOR | 7 ol R SIR
ammmn 301 FRACTIONS + 100 AQOMIGHAAY CODE (| 133 LAND BUILDER et 18 I o
350 MATCH T [] 532 MGEERAZ TIRGARDENING USA | 531 GARDEN LSCARE HMHEIHIMIH s 1 2 1M
¥ 1 137 simom sas H Srnsinomms L TS ] 445 V. MDRPHING 2 e EXPILE B aa
- 14D w0 0 340 NUMERICREFLEX | 237 MAKE CROSTWORD ] 521 LYPANDVIA GEN 1 A In oM oin
O WS GALONG %ﬁm URE | 883 ALCEAOORGLASS Hmmmﬁm O ¥ 1 Ot Iy mmoie o
[ 361 KIS DK 1 U] TEIMATHSREFLENER [ STTTOMSAWYER ] MO SPECTRA PAINT oaa 1 L AFIONISYIONS A IW 1M i®
Apmme  BCMORTRo D mmcwes mmam, | [N, B R R R 080 T MK AN
| 126 AL PAINT i TSecEm T SHWNEMAKNG  TIONO IF7 CLIP ART Mimesmasn Taly 4051 i 135 T B SR SR 3N
18 3pis o) O (2ENSTENCOMP [ JMMAKEMUSICOD] 7] 172 ANIMALS - PETS Sem— i 51 e MR EE
HiGH ] T SCENCES DISK 1 [ ] 288 CHESS TUTORIAL _| 173 ARCHITECTURE Okl ML IS TANTIIR 1 i m LU 28 12 [T T A T
[] 58S APANESETUTOR | TTRSCEMCESDISKZ L) 190 MUSICCOMPOSER | 174 GRAPKICS ART 2
SESGUE. miE: CEmmemw o iovos
[ 485 UGN LANGLAGES ] TSSCENCESDISKS  ELECTROMICS-RADIG T 177 FDOD AND DRINK
O] TIEES e [ 763 WVSBLEWORLD [ GALSOLDERINGDEK [ 178 ENVRONMENTAL
B ] THE WoRo T BSMAGENGNE | USCELECRONCCGD 173 SPORT - LESURE
o TroR T TSSTEM Eneings.  FALTS AMD HLHON =1 181 PEORLE 1 ] 34" Disks & Disk Boxes
; Te4 TYPE OR DIE Eﬂilmml‘ ] 383 ASTRO Z) STARS II_u_ ER2 PEDPLE 2 ! D% mu ————————  (Canon B). 185 O 1754 ench
| OSTWORDPROCESSOR || 3604 STROKE ENGINE . E3HMAGICSPELLBODK '3 SIGHG ! DS/DD 100 Cap, | Commodore MPSLITH Carlridge 1213 each
[ 243 AWARD PRINT (40)  PRIMARY SCHOOL T TO0 HERBAL MEDICIME || 184 SPORTS 1 10 Disks £ bl HIP Dhs et Caririnlge ( Doable Cap.) 244 sach
| DSHAGRAPHMACER [ ATVWORDFACTORY || SMETHEAURMS (D) O :usTma'm 1 25 Disks  £11 ﬂ.@u Locks P Tri-Codour Cariridgs 589 each
| MSEANNERPRWTER || 140TCDINOSAURS | 761 LFEPATTERNS | TBEWORK . E Disk Box | HP ThinkjsQuirtje Cariidge 1113 each
§ ISR G D WS ARG ] S Mooy o) Lﬂaﬁmh‘f‘ﬂ#a# 50 Disks ~ £19 £39 | 5co8 | Dukie T Cueur Cotkip Bl 1M mch
I STMECONSEY | JMNATSORLL SOUNDIPAMEDUD | ewroooanopmmk 8 | 100 Disks €32 £52 i orers) nkjet Rufis Toin Pocks for Cunom B-10720, RSN,
L . = - Avallsble n Bhack, Cvan, Magenta, Vellon,
. 758 THE SIBLE | 767 TOMSSTORY BOOK [ 720 ABOUTDREAMS [ 839 5P0RT ACTION 1 250 Disks £75 £115 | orems ﬁw wlabl n Blck, Cram, Mageoin, ¥clow
S WORDGEGRARY | 13 RO TURMBE, 1) OSOTHEAMIGATUTOR | 41 MONEY AND BANKS 500 Disks £145  £206 " | | Pack £1100 2+ Pk E106 e 5= P 19 e
. TEEWORIDGED2  GENERAL KNOWIEDGE [ 158 AMIGA HARDWARE || 542 DISHEY AIC Preformatiod (M5-DOG) diska wvuiiabic st Jpesioaish.  “\ ) e e AlSTed
] GMSTATEOFEUROPE ] TEBULTIMATEQUZ [ OTEAMIGAUPGRADES ~ OTHER CLIP ART 1§ All Disks Certified 100% Error Free yp e i Toer ¢ 53,04 each
[ 382DOCRTODOORGE | MoQUZMASTER | DMABOUTHACHNG [ 557 BEATRIXPOTTER and INCLUDE FREE Labels. x i
~ SMADADROUTEUSA | BT QUIZ RUEDO [ 305 ABOUT AMOS | 515 WW, BUSINESS Bk Ring For Inkjets & Toners Not Listed.
" TRVSTTOVENS | TIPOPMUSCOUZ || MABOUTMODEMS | 558DANDY & BEAND T T — o o
O 7WSTTOMARS | 232 WOTSSNAMEQUD | 481 ABOUT ARREX D52 CARTOON BRUSHES CPL & Monior Dt Cover o9
T ZOVSTTONEFTUNE | TSTOI QUIZMAKER | JBICENCYCLOI2D) | TIOVIZCLP ART R S Monior Dt Cover i
U SARGUETON . Gl SRONTANGE L M AWGARAC L TSRS P 34" Disk Cleaning Ki 2w Amigs 300 Dast Cover 9
DISKS COST £1.25 EACH, NO MINIMUM ORDER, ALL VIRUS FREE AND USER FRIENDLY Parsiel Printer Cabde (1.5) e Amgout Dac Caver T
All Games are on 1 disk and run on all Amigas unless otherwise stated,
PICK AN EXTRA DISK FOR FREE WITH EVERY EIGHT DISKS YOU PURCHASE
e e e e e
UNDERGROUND P.D, 54 CARMANLA CLOSE, SHOEBURYNESS, ESSEX 553 9YZ, Tel: 070 295887 1
1
Mame: g1 R o i ']543- 25“3?? Ring us or send chegues to: “543 25“3??
0wl Associates Lid, Dept . Orwl House,
. EX 5 The Brambles, Lichfield, Staffs WS14 9SE
:- Eomtondle 1 (v Givermmnd d Eufucational oruders welewnr
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AUTHORISED DEALER FOR * AMIGA * STAR ™
A PACE A

CD-ROM Drive for A1200

Runs over 90% of CD32 software
Ptays Audio CDs, Shows Phota CDs, Plugs into PCMCIA Port

£189.00
SX-1 CD32 Expansion Module

Floppy Port * IDE HDD Port
Keyboard Port * Add up 1o 8Mb Fast RaM
Serial Port * Parallel Port * Video Port

Amiga COD™ Speclacular ‘.fu',.ln»ge Pack .
ABDD Summer Pack .
| § | A1200 Race 'n Chase Pack...
A1200 Combal Fack ..
PRINTERS

All printers include a parafie! cabla

“ Caron BJ-10sx Bubble Jet..
Canon BJ-200 Bubble Jef + Inungraj 5111 Fdr...
Star LC-100 Colowr ..
Star LC24-100..
Star LC24-20 l.l'lk It
Star LC24-30 Colowr ..._..
Slar LC24-300 Colour .............

Star StarJel 5J-48 Bubbile Jet
Siar S.J-144 Colour Thermal..............

DISK DRIVES
ABDOVEDIVI200 3.5 Extemal Drive ...
AEDD or A2000 infermal 3.5° Drives
ABDD Intemal 3.5° Drives...
GVP 120Mb SCS| HDD for A1500/2000/3

MISCELLANEDU_-,

81200 Hawk RAM + Clock 2/4Mb RAM No FPU

A1200 Hawk RAM + Clock 2Mb RAM + 33MHz 68BE2 FPU

A1200 Hawk FAM + Clock 4Mb RAM + 33MHz BBBEZ FPU
A1200 Hawk RAM + Clock 4Mb RAM -+ 40MHz BRBE2 FPU.
GVP A1230-11 40MHz Accel BA030EC + OMb RAM._._... ..
GVP A1230-1l 40MHz Accel B8030EC + 4Mb RAM....,

ABDOS1200 PCMCLA Smart Stor 20030Mb ...

Anli-Surge 4 % 13 amp Socket Block ..o

Kickstan V2,04 ROM for ASO0000
Kickstan V1.3 ROM for ASGNZ000..

Super Denise 8373 liFnr Naw erhl;s Mudwll
1M Fat Agnus B375. ..

ClA Chip B520..

—.|php £3) 48.95
..|php £2) 58.95
..[pAp £3) 54.95

278,00

...[Frea plp) 129/199
...[Free p&p) 199.00

[Free php) 245.00
Free p&p) 289.00
Free php) 225.00
...[Frea php) 41900

—Ap&p £1) 138168

...|php £2) 18.85

.......|Free pip) P.O.A
....(Frae plp) 15.85
...{Frae pip) 19.00

...\Frea pip) 19.00
..iFrea pip) 7.95
n ALL PRICES INCLLIEIE 1? 5“%- 'Hl.T C.HFHHIAGE E'.? Prh;aa El.l.bpcl b\:! l:hange mlhﬂutnmm E&QE

FAeal Time Clock

£189.00
Keyboard for above £44

Philips 8833

This popular monitor is back in stock!
Sterea Cotour Monitor including Amiga lead

£219.00

Microvitec Series 3 Monitor

Autoscan 0.28 Dot + Two Speakers
Supports Mormal, Productivity & AGA Modes, PC Super VGA Compatible

£289.00

All 4400011200 Prices include Homa Maintenance)

8 Ruswarp Lane, WHITBY, N. Yorks YO21 1ND
TEL/FAX: 0947 600065 (9am - 7pm)
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A1200 Beginners

Pack

The Inside Story for just £39.95 from BSB

With two top-selling books, the A71200 Insider Guide and A1200 Next Steps,
plus a full one-hour instructional video and four disks of essential software
the A1200 Beginners Pack is an essential purchase for all A1200 owners.

AH IHTRODUCTION
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A1200 ngginnars _um;l_g

; Amazing Specification and Outstanding Value — that’s the Amiga A1200 Beginners Pack!

\We've taken two top-selling books and combined them with the number cne  ® Leave the basics of the Workbench and AmigaDOS behind as Peter
tutorial video, four disks of the best PD/Shareware software around and pack- Fitzpatrick's Amiga A1200 Mext Steps shows you how to use MultiView
aged it into one great value pack - all for just under £40! hypertext, install and use a hard drive, raconfigure your System, deal with
Already thousands of Amiga owners worldwide have invested In our bumper screen modes, the many preference settings and many other subjects.

: value pack - guaranteed 1o get you inside the A1200 in three easy stages. And if that sn't enough the four disks included contain the most usaful soft-
i ® Start by viewing Wall Street Video's B0-minute introduction to the A1200 on  ware any beginner could want, including; a wordprocessor, database,
how to do all those essential everyday tasks. Workbench utilities, fonts, graphics, virus checker and recording studic!

® Read the best selling Amiga book - the Amiga A1200 insider Guide. Taking Full details on how to get the best use out of all the software are provided on
' you step-by-step through the fundamentals, it introduces the Workbench, the accompanying leaflet.
I AmigaDOS, the Extras Disk, Copying, Printers and much, much more. Both books and video are available separately.

! Amiga A1200 Beginners Pack £39.95 (inc VAT) plus £3 pép,

ISBN: 1-B73308-30-2

For all Amigas - the complete guide to disks and drives.
Having problems getting to grips with disks and drives? Whether its
simply copying a file or installing software 1o run from your hard disk
this latest Insider Guide from the pen of Paul Overaa has the answer.
|t covers everything from floppies to hard disks, Ram Disks to RAD
disks, even CD-Fom drives, explaining not only how they work but also
how to use them efficiently. Ever had a comrupt disk or lost a file some-
where? Find out what to do when things go wrong, how to repair a disk
and perform essential back-ups. If you have an Amiga with a disk drive

- Available in all good bookshops -

CREDIT CARD HOTLINE

(0923) 894355

- 24-hour ansaphone service -

and value your information then this is the book for you.
Amiga Disks and Drives
Paul Overaa, 256 pages, £14.95, ISBN: 1-873308-34-5

choquwPﬂs made parabla_ta; '.BFII-IEEI Sr-'nlth Books Ll;l' to:

nacsaas
' Bruce Smith Books Ltd (AC), FREEPOST 242, PO Box 382, St. Albans, Herts,

&nmmmﬂmhmmmsapuhﬂfww
6 per book elsewhers. Add £3 postage on Ihe A1200 Beginners Pack.
Intarnational Oroders: Phone +84 923 894355 - Fax «34 G237 S94356.
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ane man company, Crystal Haze
Graphics has been in operation for the
last four years producing various
seces of work for a whole range of clientefe but,
speifically, the video market.

Run by Simon Hough, a 21 year old
snireprencur and commercial artist, the business
i gradually chimbed up the ranks from a
Sruggling beginner to a relatively successfiul and
rEspected firm .

Based at his home in Birmingham [Hough
Delieves that an office for a small operation such
i iz is 3 waste of money|, Simon has been
SEEVENING dwdy on his hwo Amiga 40005

reating 30 stills and animation for television
and video alike,

One machine is used for creating objects
while the other busies itself with the lengthy task
of rendering. All graphics are created with
magine but, when Lightwave PAL arrives, Simon
rtends to jump on the bandwagon of the
excellent package

He first started dabbling in 3D at the age of
17 when this very magazine provided its
fustomers with a Real 30 demo coverdisi. After
piaying round with it for a few weeks, Hough
wils hooked

Flicking through a magazine one day. he
ame across an advert from Mait Black, part of
the pop group Cold Cut, who was looking for
Computer-designed graphics to include in their
aest video,

BREAKTHROUGH

Putting several images on disk, Simon posted
s work wholeheartedly befieving that he would
near nothing in reply. A couple of days later
Black was on the phone: "l want more of yous
Stuffi

With the success boosting his confidence, he
Degan to peddie his wares at local video
production studios. Hough secured several deals
due to his low prices when compared (o the
fompetition.

Due to his association with Matt Black, Simon
was approached in mid 93 by Mehvyn Bragg of
he South Bank Show who wanted some
animation done for a new series called Opening
Shat

The sequence they were asked to do was a
visualisation of a section in Terry Prachett’s book,
Only you can save mankind. He only had two
weeks in which to produce a space battie
sequence for the programme. The end result

-

maniacs u

As well as video work, Crystal Haze also
dabbie in other media areas such as BBS's

Wit a resounding success, with both Bragg and
Fratchett highly impressed with the graphics
procduced in such a short space of time.

With this amow to his bow. Hough has
continued to steadily climib the career ladder

Watch your back

‘biggest mistake you can ever do is Lo tell peaple that you use an Amiga. You go to the potential
;mmﬁmMmmWNMQ'm my son uses one of those for games,

your finished results can't be that good.”

- Simon continues,” they expect a Silicon Graphics machine or a Pentium FC. 1 thought that kind of
.MWEWWIHWHIMWIMM'

He believes that if Commodore are ever to break

their games-only image, it's going to take a serious

fwmwmmmmmammmnmmammmmm

“The marketing people at Commadore need to be given the push. Television programmes such as
‘Babylon 5 use the Amiga and Commodore still can't get the machine off the ground.”
'ﬂmhﬁmdmmmﬁmmumthwﬂmg&m Hough has these
jmwm:.'mm.mmmmm.mwmmmmjw
down. Watch out for individuals trying to exploit you and watch your back.~
- Crystal Haze Graphics can be reached on 021-421 4835 (after 6 PM, the line becomes a BBS).

Some sequeonces provided for video houses are animated. This
example moves in from the side and rotates towards the viewer

and earn himself a healthy £18K a year for his
work.

Coming up is work on a series of exhibitions
for a large freezer manufacturer and for Spender
speakers who have asked him to design what
will appear on the video walls at an up-and-
coming show.

Of course, Hough intends to use the Amiga
exclusively for any graphics operations
undertaken, He is adamant that Amiga is the
best machine for the job: “software support is
amazing. Lightwave. Imagine - it goes
on.”

Various forays in to the PC world and
Windows have left him cold - 1 don't want to
know, | simply don't like it."

At the moment, Simon’s buming ambition is
b3 make it in the pop video market where there
“is 50 much scope. You can let your imagination
run wild.”

With a heatthy portfolio of images logged in
his hard drive, we may well be seeing the
Amiga-fronted Chart Show displaying his name
at soame point.
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The Amiga
and uideo
are two
words that
belong
together.
Adam Phillips
tallss to
[rystal Haze,
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graphics
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HiQ Limited

Tel +44 (0)81 909 2092 Fax +44 (0)81 909 3885

1! HiQ Hard Drive Sale !!

HiQ are offering Bare Hard Drives at unbeatable prices in IDE and
SCSI. as well as their existing Video Products. Please call for latest
prices by phone or fax.,

IDE 3.5" Drives for A4000, A1200 and PCs

420mb - £239.95

A1200 Cable Pack £10.00
A1200 200w Power and Cable pack £50

Above cables and power only with drive

SCSI 3.5" drives

340mb Conner £269.95
Micropolis Audio Visual 1GB (1050mb)

£699.95 inc vat.

Micropolis AV SCSI-2 drive designed for sustained transfer rate without
the normal drive house keeping interruptions on other dnivas,
which slow them down.

| [FREE QU

{ PLITER CENTRE

i ga

| ® Amiga A600/1200
® Amiga 1500/2000

| ® Amiga 3000/4000

| » C64/CD32

| ® Monitors/Printers

| ® Floppy/Hard Disks .
® Modems . . 1

Wie oHer a free quotation on the repair of your computer or any I
peripheral. Your enly cost is the retumn carriage of £5. Simply drop
aff your equipment at our showroom or call us for a courier pick-up
at just £11.

|| premiscs. We will also install any upgrade, software or accessory from our

LFax +44 (0)81 908 3885

Al work is carried out by our highly qualified gngineers in custom-built I

WEWILL NOT BEBEATEN o S

b All Prices include Vat and P&P g Apulur Centre Dept. AC 05 32.3 1
HiQ Ltd, 176 Kenton Lane, Harrow, Middx, e | Unit 3, Armley Park Court -

O# Cecil ¢, Stanningley Road

HA3 8SU. Leeds. L§12 2AE

Tel +44 (0)81 909 2092
+44 | o)

—— . ————

8 ANALOGU’/( M Analogic Computers (UK) Ltd Telephone Mon-Fri 9am-6.30pm

ANALOGIC F=tm i
ANALOGIC ririms 081-546 9575

COMPUTER AND MONITOR
REPAIRS WHILE-U-WAIT!!!

« AMIGA AS00/AG600/A1200 REPAIRS WITHOUT DIAGMOSTIC FEES

« FIXED CHARGES (A500 AND AS00+ ONLY)

- FAST TURNAROUND

- MANY COMPUTER REPAIRS DONE WHILE-YOU-WAIT

. WE PROVIDE PICK-UP SERVICE FOR REPAIRS FOR ONLY £6.00 + VAT
+ QUOTATION ON A&00/A1200 AND MONITOR REPAIRS

HEWLETT PACKARD PRINTERS

ONLY)

(AS00 &
AS00+

Mew low prices for a
limited peried only

including NEXT DAY DELIVERY

(i picked up by us) by COURIER SERVICE

£44.95

HPITO ..coveeiisiisuisiisensosyusmasusansanses 1 MEG 3.5" A500 Internal.........c.....39.93
HEEE?E?{}C 1 MEG 3.5" A600 Internal...............39.95
sanmmmrdddEsEEREATAR ARl dddaRERERTdaE L]
s N R 1 MEG 3.5" A1200 Internal.............39.95
CHIPS AND SPARES

519K RAM AS00 ......o..cererrrs 19,95 MOUSE MAT..cooovnnnnrnsiciivssennn 493 KICKSTART ROM V1.3...........24.95 8375 1 MEG FATTER AGNUS.24.95
519K RAM AS00+ 1.vrrrrrrersrees 19.95 DUST COVER....ocoiorsccasrrssrsssnhi @5 | ] KICKSTART ROM V2.04........ 9.5 B375 2 MEG FATTER AGNUS.29.95
U MEG RAM AS00+ ... 134,95 SUPER PRO ZIPSTICK .........0.:14.95 | | KICKSTART ROM VR.05.........34.95 o S i
| MEG RAM AB00 ..................44.95 10 BRANDED BLANK DISKS .....9.95 ASOO/ASO0 + KEYBOARD ... 8695 Gla oo e 895
990 DP| MOUSE .....................14.95 10 UNBRANDED BLANK DISKS..5.95 ABO0/A1200 + KEYBOARD ...69.95 68000 ......orvsscsicanierrnssees 14,93
SCART LEAD ....oovrssemssseeresss14.95 PRINTER CABLE ...coooovoviovanee 995 || AMIGAPSU ........... i 48,95 6570 KEYBOARD CHIP ..........24.93

# Al prices include YAT
* Same DAY DESPATCH subject to availability
# Fixed charge for repair does not include disk drive replacement nor keyboard
# All prices subject to change without notice + We reserve the right to refuse any computermonitor repair

EN |

+ Postage Charges: £3.50 by Royal Mail or £5.00 + YAT for courier

Amiga Computing
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ast of us, given the chance, like

spending a few bolb but the chances

are that we never have quite enough
of the green stuff floating around o buy
eveEnything we want

Software is a typical case so this month |
hought 'd look at some of the midi/music PD
and shareware offerings that are available. I've
chosen the Seasoft Computing library simphy
because they seem to provide more music-related
offerings than most other lbraries.

With SeaSoft’s strong MEDFOctaMED
cornections it's not surpeising that a great many
MEDYOctaMED related disks are availabie.

Total lrrelevance, the disk magazine from
MLUIG [MED Users Group] costs £2.50 and s
warth looking at since it always has an
nteresting sefection of artickes,

If you want a taste of what it 5 ke thern you
can in fact get the best of the 1993 issues on a
three disk set for £4.50. Other MUG related
offerings include the Friends of Paula volumes
ane to four, which are modules for use with
OctaMED, Making Travs Violume one, Musically
Challenged, and Microcraft Violumes one to four

There are also Drumkit samples Volumes one
&nd two, Bass Sounds, and Brass & Woodwind
IFF sample disks available, again courtesy of
MLIG,

Of course IFF sampies are found in abundance
fhroughout the public domain and as well as the
pivious sources, such as the disks just
mentioned, you can also create your own using
2 sound sampler,

You can also ‘bormow’ samples from PO games
and demos or other legitimate sources [lots of
magazine disks wall include sound samples that
an be wsed for your own purposes),

Finding such samples is easy enough if you
anly have a few directories on the disk -
sspecially if the samples have been given obvious
mames such as crash.iff, bang.snd ar
wallop. BSWX,

Locating them when the samples have less
niuitive names |eg DXB02) can be much harder,
#pecially if the disk has many nested directonies.
More to the point, it may take a lat of time to
00k at every file in every directony!

The result of course is that all too often you

Ooing 1Tt on

the cheap

[Mmiga Horkbench 1,838,637 graphics mem 3, 4EE, 664 ofher men =

| TheMED
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P Warts ‘n Al
ey | is typical of
bl T the [high)
u‘iﬂ :" | stendard of
“‘l’,;fﬂ | ready-made
Tl | | music avail-

s | able, It's a
< | Bty you
can't hear it
playing!

number of years to ook not only for 85X sound
sarmples but all common IFF files [ILBM pictures,
SMLS files etc)

It will even find things like Music X MSCX and
standard Midi files |SMF Filies). This wtifity,
incidentally, was provided on the February ‘93
cover disk but since it only takes 8k of disk space
it's been prowded again on this month's cover
disk for the benefit of any of you who missed it
the first time around

To use it just open a Shefl window and type

iwigs Computimg 1FFISNF Search Btility (Paul
bweraa 18xz)...

TFF BSwWh: dfQ:FX/sd

TRF BSWY:  dffisFilsd

SWF File: dffitracks/completeititle.nid
Function Complete

If you are searching a high capacity
partition or a foppy with many fles and neses

T User Group's

£an miss potentially useful sound samples just
Because they are not easy to identify. Fortunately
TIErE’s a niCe easy solution = we automate
#verything and let the Amiga do all the hard

I've used a Shedl utility called Search for a

Search followed by the disk drive to be looked at.
Search dfh;, for example, will search all of the
directaries of the disk in drive difl and give you a
wark list of the required files and their directory
Ipcations, This is the sort of output you'll get:

directories, the program may taks LIE OF DD
to locate the required informat £ 1 F
lot quicker than other method

You can, incidentally 1 e SR

operation at any time by himing coneeokL or
controHD, If you need 3 pErmansnt Copy of the
program's findings just FECeeCT e SCRRen output
to a disk file, or to the PET Sewe

And theres more

Youw'll also find plenty of other Midi'Music items floating around the
SeaSoft library. X-Beat Professional for instance is a particularly good
thareware drum sequencer.

If you want to learn more about Midi then there is a Midi tutorial
disk written by Kevan and Garreth Craft that's worth looking at, and
the same authors have also produced a large selection of Music X and
Amiga/PC Midi files that are available at E15 per set (with a MidiCraft
demo disk avallable for E1.50])

In addition to this, SeaScft also distribute the AM/FM disk-based
music magazine which now has about 18 issues under its belt. A
umilar number of AM/FM sample disks are also available along with a
wariety of ather disks containing Midi songs, larger music utilities etc.

There are of course loads of ready-made songs available for use
with the freely distributable OctaMEDPlayer module player utifty. A

disk called Barney - Warts 'n All provides a g
quality available and is just one of the many 50
nowadays.

in general the disk magazines cost £2.50 per disk and normail
PO/shareware utility and sample disks £1.50 |an extra E0.50 for
postage and packing needs to be tagged on to each order],

With samples, Midi files, disk mag and tutorial-type disks you'll
usually encounter few problems in using the disks but, as with all
PD/shareware stuff, not all utility programs will work with all Amigas

X-Beat Professional V1.0, for exampie. does not run on my A30001
You'll find the SeaSoft ads in most issues of Amiga Computing and
obviously the best idea is to give them a call before ordering, just to
confirm that a particular utility will actually run on your machine
SeaSoft Computing can be reached on 0903 850378.

ample of the
ctions available
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DSDD 100 DISKS +
DISKS 100 CAP BOX

29p £31

—

2.5" HARD DRIVES FOR AG00/A1200
60 MEG £129
80 MEG £149

120 MEG £199
258 MEG £259
344 MEG £299
All hard drives include ful fitting kit & instructions
A1200 RAM EXPANSIONS
2Mb £109.95
4Mb £174.95

Features battery backed clock and socket for optional FPU

PRINTERS & RIBBONS

Star LC100 Colour ; £134.00
Slar LC24-30 + Auto Sheet Fpe-npr £209.00
Selkosha SP1200 & Pin Mono ....£118.00

Saiknsha SLO5 24 Pin Col .........E189.00
HPF310 Calour Inkjet...... £219.00
HP310 + Auto Sheet Feader...... £268.00
Star LC24-200 Colour...... £274.00
WE STOCK A WIDE RAN "E OF :“:uB:IN:-
AT LOW PRICES - PLEASE CALL
LEADS & CABLES
Printer......... ..£3.99
Sarial ........ s e E4.99
Null Modem ........ e kn.89

Joystick Extendar 3 metre ..... £3.99
JoystickMouse Extendar £3.99

Amiga to SCART ........ccoses.-. £7.99
Amiga to 1084:5/8833 IR % - L=
Analog Joystick Adapter £4.99
4 Player .ﬂ.dapter ...... £5.99
Pamet Cable... = £8.99

LOOK! LOO K! LODK'

TRACTORFEED DISK
LABELS
Mow you can print your own professional disk labals!
500 Plain white disk labels on tractor feed,
complele with FOUR disks of software and artwork.

Yours for ONLY
£9.95
1000 Labels with software
ONLY £13.50

- N782 206808
o D782 642497 - 5.00
0630 653193/07E i

nMIGﬂ HAHDWARE

A1200 Race and Chase Pack £288.95
A1200 Desktop Dynamite ... £329.95

CD32 + Software . 2249.00
Amiga A4000............. o EPhone
Microvitec 1438 Monitor ......£295.00
Cubscan 1440 Multisyne .....£399.95

External Floppy + Virus Killer £56.95
AS00 Internal Floppy Drive ....£48.95
AS00 512K Ram Exp. + Clock ...£23.50
AS00 1.5 Meg Ram Exp E76.95
A500+ 1 Meg Ram Exp. ....... £29.00
ABO0 1 Meg Ram Exp. ..........E29.00
A1200 2 Meg Ram Exp+Clock£109.95
A1200 4 Meg Ram Exp+Clock £174.95
ASDO/ABOD/A1200 Power Supply ..£29.95

DISKS & LABELS

All disks are supplied with labels
UNBRANDED DISKS are 100%
error free

In the unlikely event that any of
our disks are faulty, then we will
replace the disks MND reimburse
your return postage!

3.5° DSDD Grade A ........£0.37 each
35" 0DS0OD Grade B ..F0.29 each
3.5" Rainbow. .....t0.44 each
35" DSHD . ...£0.58 each

3.5" DSDD Fuiji (box of 10) ......£4.90
3.5" DSHD Fuji (box of 10} .....£8.90
5.25" DSDD Fuji (box of 10} .. £2.50
5.25" DSHD Fuji (box of 10) ....£4.90

1000 3.5" labels .............. e, 50
1000 3.5" tractorfeed v 850

STORAGE BOXES

Mast types are available for 3.5" or 525" disks

10 capacity .....cscoe A 1 L
D CAPACHY .1 viomrerrar e mnssesssarssner el H2
40 capacity .....c.ccoreensnenies -E3.49
50 capacity . N e pn AR, 5141 ©
100 rapacut-,- 24,50
B0 capacity Eanx drawer A £8.49
150 capacity Posso drawer .. £15.95
200 capacity drawer ..............E11.95

VISIT OUR SHOP

6.30am - 5.30pm Mon - Sat, 9am - 1pm Thurs

WELL, NEARLY!
9am-10pm Mon-Sat
_10am-6pm Sunday

MISCELLANEOUS
Mousehouse. ... o £1.80
Mousemat 9mm thick . £2.50
Diskdnve cleaner. .......... £1.80
AS00 Dustcover........ RN, o B
AGD0 Dustcover.. e £3.50
A1200 Dustcover e £3.50
Monitor Dustcover ....... ..£3.50
LC20 Dusteover .......... g e i
LC100 Dustcover SRR, e . 1
LC200 Dustcover A e £3.50
LC24-200 Dustcover ... X350
Roboshift ...£1395
Amiga Lightpen SRR, 5~ 4" L
Optical Mouse .. £32.00
Manhattan Mouse ............ ....F9.99
Megamouse Il ...... A Ry B
Megamouse 400 DPI.......£E12.95
Point Mouse ....... ne £12.95
Alfadata Trackball ...... F26.95
Crystal Trackball .. -E32.00
Z'g'dek.'Tru edox Trackball.. .£25.95

Zyfi Amp/Speakers............. ..£34 95
Zydek r peakers...... £49.00
Action Replay Mk Il £56.95
Midi Master........ £26.00
TiltTurn Monitor S‘Iand £9.95
2-piece Printer Stand .. .£3.49
Metal Printer Stand .. S . ¢ ¢
A4 Copyholder ........... ..£5.99
Metal Angle Poise Copy Holder..£14 95
ASD0/AG00 ROM Sharer .. £14.95
V1.3 ROMA2.04 ROM.. £25.95

Microperf Tractorfeed Paper 500 sheets ... £4.50
2000 sheets .. £14 95

JOYSTICKS

All joysticks have autofire feature
except those marked *
Trigger Grip Models

C.‘.ium shot turbo gt £6.95
Pyihon TM......oneinnnmisins £7.95
JEthighter .......cccvmmne: £11.95
TODBBLAL..croaeon rnssenssssarsprasaossrasss e .5
Sigma Ray... ...£14.95
Base Fire Button Madels

Maverick 1M... : k1285
Megastar T e s vk e £21.50
Zipstick .. : P g )
Comp F"I'D EEICICI - ] oy |5 ]
Comp Pro Extra.. e 12,95
Comp Pro Star ... e 1285
Cruiser Multicolour® TR L
Advanced Gravis Black ...... £24.95
Advanced Gravis Clear .... £27.85
Comp Pro Star MINI ... £14.95
Aviator 1 Flightyoke. ... L
Handheld Models

Speedking e 10,50
Navigalor.. e T
B ..E1195

AN ALDG JD\" STICI(S

Warrior g
Saitek Megagrip 3..
Speedking Analog .

Intruder 5

Aviator 5 Flightyoke

Adaptor to use any PC analog joystick
on an Amiga...ere sl ONLY £4.99

g0ER -

36 HOPE STHEET H.IEILI'MILE"IIr STDKE DN TI'-'IENT ET‘I 555
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e all have favourite musicans, dont we?

In pubs and at colleges ail over the

country, indeed all over the wiorld,
common ground is formed by the sort of music
we are into, the sort of sparts we like and the sort
of computers we fike,

The Net is just an extension of those little items
of small talk that we use in real life, so it's anly
fitting that the Met should have places where you
can talk about musc

I your search for bits and bobs about your
fevourite musicians, your first pomt of call should
be Archie, Do an Archie search using your
favourite musician or type of music as the
keywaord.

This will kead you to a few sites that camy
information or picteres of your fave raves. To get
you going still further, here's a [ist of things I've
found useful:

# Electronic/Inductrial Music Zine List - A
Iist of edectronc magazines based on
electrosindustrial music. You can obtain the list
using anomymous FTF ta:

ftp.spies.con
using the directory path:

ILibrary/Misci
and download the file:

electron.zin

and there you are. A whole list of sources about
this type of mussC

@ CyberSleaze - The sleare guide used o be
available from mitv.com, but this is now called
metaverse.com because the sysop used 1o work
fior MTV but got the sack, so MTV won't allow hem
o wse the domain name, Send a message (o

adamdmetaverse.con

asking to suscnbe to the cybersheaze magazine, of
better yet wihy not cop it via Mosaic at the
metaverse WWW senver?

® Techno/Rave Gopher - Although for the last
few days this senice has been offfine, the Rave
gopher is 8 good source of pictures and info
about the Rave scene in both the US and UK. Get
it by using Gopher 1o go o

techno. stanford. ede

Get pictures of
your favourites...

let's tal
dbout

® Song Lyrics Gopher - If you want to find out
the lyrics 1o a certain favourite song, simply
Gopher to:

gopher .micro. wan. edu
and choose the men;
Fun & Games

then Choose:

Nusfc/Music ArchivesiLyrics Archives @ Usenet
Music
and just pick your artist from the alphabetical Mewsgroups
frstings
These are just

some of the ones |

the places on

® Allmusic Gopher — Another music gopher is

at frequent, Mr 5ad that | am,
but you can be sure that your favourite music is m mt ujmm
allsusic.fereis.edu catered for somewhere on the Net
® Music Archives - One of the very best music alt.fan frank-zappa "Iml Ei" g!t
archives is via anonoymous FTF at: alt.fan laurie-anderson

hold of info
and pictures
and talls about
your faupurite
musicians

ftp.uup. ede

althoughn you may hind it's (00 Dusy 1o get on once
the USA wakes up. It's a very popular site and is
often swamped

You might also like to try:

ttp.sunet,se

which 15 where fip.wwp.edu get thair pictures, and
in fact this is where this issue's pictures come from.
There's hundreds. so why not go and check them
out for your favourite artists?

Also, there is a superb list of music trivia at the
excellent Rutgers Gopher site;

quartr.retgers.edu

which is a place to be recommended for just about
any Met surfing you might have in mind, as they
have links with a number of other interesting sites.
What is there is pretty interesting tog, without the
need fior you to explore further.

| would also recommend RTFM, and MIT Gopher
site:

rife.mit.ede

which also has some great music material. Quartz, -
RTFM and Spies are my favourite Internet sites of all
af them
Along with the WELL Gopher, these are the
places | wisit most often on the Net, as they prowvide
huge resources of information but also provide
useful links wath similar sounces, including in most
cases each other,

including what's
his name... Prince?
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AMIVISION SOFTWARE present

FORMULA ONE CHALLENGE v4

An incredibly addictive and detailed formula ene
simulation fer 1-§ players.

watch the races as they unfold with three levels of highlights.
Crashes, spins, pile ups, car fallures, stopigo penalties, weather
changes, fastest & record laps, make pitstops. Four independent
levels of difficulty. Accurate and detailed graphics of the teams,
circuits eic.

15 teams,  cars per team, 50 drivers with varying skills, complete
engine & tyre contracts. Choose tyre compounds, tune your
engines, change wing settings, even train your pit crewl

Qualifying, 16 accurate championship circuits, news section,
realistic sound fi, load/save games, weather forecasts, statistics
saved, latest FISA rules, sponsors, full drivers and constructors
championships and so much more.

Inciudes iatest up 1o the minute deiails

redibly addictive, produced by true formula one fans.
formula one managemen! simulation, yuaranteed.

FORMLA ONF CHALLENGE
> X

Just £14.95! - 1994
includes instruction manual I A1200 compatible .|

PLEASE MAKE CHEQIUE/POSTAL ORDER PAYABLE T0:- 5. RENNOCES

()
L EEEEEE NS E N N RN

Dept, AC, 1 Cherrington Drive, Great Wyrley, Walsal WS6 6NE

50 TOP AMIGA GAMES

FOR ONLY £9.99 POSTPAID!!

FUTURE SOFTWARE (AC

l
8 Magnolia Park, Dunmurry, Belfast BT17 0DS

All AMIGAS - 1 MEGABYTE MINIMUM!
Cheques and Postal Orders only

Fast Despatch on orders. Overseas add £2.00.

MICROLAND BULLETIN BOARD SYSTEM

0891 990 505 0483 725 905
( To Download ) To View
Shareware to download at V32bis, V32, V22bis,
( V22, V23, & HST etc. 8 data bits, no parity. I
R T T T R T e e S PR
INTERNET CONNECTED

Miczoland is now connecied 1o the workd's largast network. Wa now proside full giobat masl, maws,
software archive, and nteractive services. Don't miss oul, gat connected and explona tha world of
\ Intermet Download from the biggest anchives in the word, Sendices subject to availability. o

r'I.l'l.lhl,r waait for your software when you can download now direct from your compuber Microland |
offers high speed connections and mast files are compressed 1o minimise the cost, Gheck il

| out an 0483 725 905 at normal call charges. So much shareware you are spoil for choica

Calls 1o 0891 990 505 charged at 39p per minute cheag rale, 44p per minute aill obhr tirmies.
|||h Trevan Designs Lid, PO Box 13, Aldershot, Hants, GU12 BYX )
o

[AMIGA REPAIRS

FIXED CHARGE ONLY £42.99 incl.

FIXED CHARGE INCLUDES PARTS, LABOUR, DELIVERY, VAT
90 DAY WARRANTY ON ALL REPAIRS

24 HOUR TURN-ARCUND ON 25% OF REPAIRS

ALL UPGRADES PURCHASED FROM US FITTED FREE WITH REPAIR
INCLUDES REPAIRS TO DRIVE & KEYBOARDS, ADD E10.00

IF NEED REPLACING, FULL DIAGMNOSTIC TEST AND SERVICE

PV SPECIAL OFFERS Sl

ASO0 INT. AS" DRIVE  £3899 ASM MODULATOR £18.80
Simple o fi1, fadly docwmented Exchange repair
AGDII200 INT. 35" DRIVEE41.9  ASM KEYBOARDS
Sirmgalet siee fir, felly dncumenteed FEaoherry mes, Renuing parr
KICKSTART 1.3 ROM FATTER AGNUS 8372A £36.50

Feor sofiware compatibility 1 Meg chipram competible

st
12 Years

£44.10

£15.00

KICKSTART .05 ROM £2999 CIAIC £9.20
Upgrade fo AS00+ Rom Frinter, sevial, drive pivis

SUPER DENISE g2870 GARYIC £11.50 §
Excellent value PAULA IC £19.95
65000 CPU £15.00 A500 PSU £25.00

/A ATTENTION ALL DEALERS /A
Our company now offer the most competitive dealer repair service,
Full credit facilities available. Send for our Free information pack today...

We reserve the right to refuse repair for whatever reasons, AMCID

Prices only valid with this coupon |
n
-DART—
d A

Service HOTLINE (0533) 470059
DART Computer Services -y
w= Computer\Services

105 London Road
LEICESTER LE2 0PF

FOR QUICK QUALITY WORK DONE AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
Upgrades + Engineering requirements

+ NORMAL * GUARANTEED REPAIRS DONE ON THE
SERVICE SAME DAY SERVICE FULL AMIGA RANGE
£24.99 + parts +£10.00 * including AB00+A1200
Free Ouols computers received by
12.00 mid-day Low Cost upgrading

: : . Central 2 MB ABO0 oo ioctinraisiisnenere N T 50

also Monitors repaired London 1MB ASOD+ ; .E29.99

Door to door pick up + delivery anywhere in the U.K. HErd DHVES.....v.conserorsssisssennes e POA

or see us at our workshop in Central London Invternial DFIVES ...cooeinmaeaes ot £49,00
“BFARES AVAILARLE

FAST COMPUTER SERVICES

144, Tanner St., Tower Bridge, London SE1 2HG
: Tel. O71-252 2552
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ve done screen wipes before | know, but
easy o employ screen transitions, like a
piece of lead pipe in your pocket in a
dark afley, are comforting to have around
These ideas are from J Haughey, who has
supplied us with three wipe PROCS to get us going
I'd be interested to see some more of this type of
PROC, as it's nice to have a litthe lib:
utils, especially cnes which you use a lot
50 here we have three screen wipes, and this is
number one. To demonstrate the PROC, we have
to load a screen:

v of useful

'EEE ipel. ARDS
Load 1#f “df0:anyscreen”, 0

Then we need (o activate the PROC

CLEABEALD, 1, 4]

which we'll do [ike so for the sake of argument
Later down the program we defing the PROC
which as in all Amos pragrams can be amywhere

Procedure _LFADEVLSCR,OT,C8]

How do you use the procedure? Well the format (s
fike so; _LFADE] [SCR,DH.COYJ, where 5CR equals the
number of the screen you want the effect to

happen, and you have to make sure that the screen

ENISES

Dl eguals the effect type [for which you can use
the numbers 1 ta 5} and CO equals the ink colour
you wish the screen [0 wipe to.

%0 having set the parameters of the wipe and

called it, we have to code the wipe
case goes ke this. et up the screen

Screen SCR
§1%=Screen Nidth(SCR)Y=1 3 §IT=fcreen Hedght(3CR)-1
Ink Cé,0

find out which effect you want and draw it to the
M

ipe

1f:0l=1

For A=0 Te 517 Step 2 : Braw Q4 Ta S$IN,A © Mext
For A=1 To 51T Step 2 : Braw 0,0 Ta SIL A © Wext
End 1f

' Eftact 2

End If

' Effect 3

1f Bl=3

Far k=0 To SIY Step & : braw 0,4 To SEX, A : Next
Far A=SI¥=2 To O Step -2 ¢ Draw 0,0 Te 5104 &
Hext

End If

' Effact &

¥ bl=d

For Am51¥=2 To 0 Step -2 ; Braw 0,0 To SINA ¢
Next For =0 Te 51V Step 2 & Braw 0,0 To SID,A :
Rext

End If

' Eftect 3

It bl=5

For A=0 Te S17 Step 2 ¢ Braw 0,4 To SIL,A & Oraw
0,817-042 To §10,81Y-A+2 : Mait End IF

End Froc

The wipe is a simple matter of drawing lines to the
screen in the ink colour specified. Simple and looks
good on screen, so it gets the thumbs up from

me. Here is anather one which takes the wipe
from a different angle

. Create a screen wipe like this or you may prefer a different outlook

tha

smile off

Procedure _WFAREY[SCR,DI,C00

Screem SCR @ Rem sl sereen

S1d=5creen Width(SCRI=-1 3 SIV=Bcreen
Height{§CR1-1 : Rem get screen details

Ink €00 = Ren set ink colowr

' Effect 1

If o=t

For A=0 Te 5138 Step 2 @ Oraw A,0 To L5170 : Mext
For A=Y To S1X Step 2 : Oraw A0 Te A,51T : Mext
End If

' Effect 2

1 bi=2

For A=51% To @ Step -2 3 Draw A0 To &, 50Y &
Mext For R=C1K-1 To O Step =2 & Draw A0 To
W ELY : Reat

End 1f

! Bffect 1

11 01=3

For A=0 To SIT Step @ : braw A, 0 To A 50Y & Mext
For A=S[T=2 To 0 Step =2 : Draw &0 To A, 517 @
Next

End 1f

! Effect 4

If bl=d

For A=851%-2 To O Step -2 = Braw A0 To A 5IY :
Next For =0 To SI1X Step 2 ¢ Braw A0 To A,S510 &
Kext

End It

'Effect §

It b=

For A=0 To SIX Step 2 & Oraw L0 To &, §IT @ Draw
§I0=-A+2,0 To S1H=A#g, 507 i Mext Eng If

End Proc

And finally, for a really rip snorting finish, yet
another varation. The format this ome is:
SFADE[SCR,DE], where SCR equals the numbser
of the screen, and DE equals the delay
%o for example:

_SFABEED, N

will call the Colour Remove effect to work on
screen number 0 using a delay of three, Suck it
and 5ee

Procedure _SFABETSCR,BE]
Screem SCA & Aen 52l scresn
KC=Screen Colour=]

For A=0 Te KL

Colour &0

1 BE>0 Them Walt BE

Next

End Proc
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AMIGA AD VERTISERS' INDEX

1st Computer Centre ....26-27, 144  Fast Engineering ... e 148 PDSOR ... )
Alternative Image.....................82 Five Star PD...........cccvvrevncee..... 90 PoOWeEr Gnmputtng 11 154 IBG
Ammsmn...............,. ..148 Future Software .......................148  Premier Mail Urdgr PR -
Analﬂglﬂ,144 GAStRINGr ...t it rssssssn L 71 Premier Vision:................132-133
Audition Computers................. 122 Gordon Hamwbod ... o087 Rambo .. i OBC
Blittersoft.... cote 0 Brey-TroflEs s ssiendiB - Bulantatont oot o150
Brian Fﬂwler Gumputers .......... PSSOt L L Silica.......oo.............69, 85. 95, 125
Bruce Smith Books..................142  HiQ... il T | ! Sivol Sotiary L A lag
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BT i Siipplors R EROBOOKS. it DT ROSEVE o
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; E.M. Computergraphics....136-137  Marcam.............ccsvveeeerereenrees 138 Trevan Design .......................... 148

b EaSYPD ..o 126 MICFO-MANIA crrereercrrss T8 THOGIC s T

Epic Marketing...........52, 110-111  MICTOVHEC ...ocoveercersrrnn 51 WEHTD SCIRACE ... 20
Europress Direct.............152-153  Northern Amiga Users ...............66  Whiteknight Technology .......44-45
Europress Software ..................15  Owl ASsoCiates ... 141 WIS PR R I W 0 L
Eaness Pl .l o 1380 PD DIOMB...coieeninsrecicasiinnns RABENS. . LT v BN a0

POSTCRYPT
=G0 P

{ORANGLRRA)
As R KPNEL

from owver 4000 Foats in
ADDBE or COMPUGRAPHIC
Format. Or select lrom

l ||feEvous
EARPENTER
CHRINLLN
LHINEAR

CESDJERSEY
IR 1IBIBIOIN DY et

HE%%%}}E STENCIL

_ 41 DISKS 1500 Fonts) £34.99 SETRETCH
MEMEICAER |

Dm: m’.‘ IALL Disks thl T I’ Y B L E' K
MEDUSA : R R
Nt | |Rx: fr/sussieser sERVICES \W;ﬁ%&;—

first class sarvies to all of sur customers. We anly supply PREMIER ink refills for

OLDEWORD | |on i rien | A RRO

Consumables including: COLOUR KITS/0RIGIMNAL CARTRIDGEE/CLEAMING KITE

OREGON WET Tt o] ooy [ Fa— 3 *&ﬂ’&'ﬂﬁ‘a

Twin Refills [12.99

ORIENT AL e I i 2T Tiptoretiio

" O | e e s @m@m[ﬂ@mg@
BLOCK! | =52 smmuy 55 pepce
it e | POWERUIAER

CACCSGRAPHY |l sesmemmecsinay @Hﬁ/ amreme || GRQPEEPUGK
Vi, SRLTER

STRUCTURED OLIP-ART
Wordworth v3, Finai Writer, Pra_Page, Pro—Dvaw, Pagssstinr v2/vd
Pagesiraam, Expert Draw, Pro-Wecler, Art Dapresslon.
ARTIET DAAWM GUALITY CLIPS AWAILABLE FOR ALL THE ABOVE PROGRANE.
GHLY AVAILABLE FROM SELECTAFONT.
CURREMTLY AVAIL ABLE:

BIRDS: 3 DISKS |47 CLIPSI 14.99
ANIMALS: 2 DISKS 140 CLIPS] 8.09

CR A KLING |- |\ Y i,

amd the Saltwars you wil be using.
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inding is important. A brilliantly lad out

document can be ruined by unsuitable

binding. Obwvious example - a document
which is intendexd for reference, where readers
are going to want the dooument (o remain open
while using both of their hands to follow
INSIMUCHONS.

Use a binding that won't et the document
remain open and you will annoy your readers. So
you have to choose a suitabie binding.

The cheapest method of binding i called side-
stabbing. You place the pages in arder, ane on
top of the ather, then drive wire staples through
the left-hand side.

Although cheap and easy, It i a crude method
which does not allow the document to be opened
easily, nor to remain open. Only use this method
if. because of time or costs, there really is no other
opton.

Rather than side-stab your document, it's better
to use plastic grip binders which cost a linde more
than stapées but are just as easy. Most big
stationers sell them.

However, do keep in mind that ke side-
stabbing, plastic grip binders do not aliow
documents to be opened easily, nor to stay open,
plus there is the added disadvantage that if
opened very quickly the grip may well fiy off at
great speed.

The most widespread method of binding and
dlso ane of the least costly methods is called
saddie-stitch, Here, pairs of pages are printed
together on the same sheet. All the sheets are
collated, folded in half, and then they are either
stitched or wire-stapled together down the fold.

Provided they do not contain too many pages,
with a bit of pressure down the fold saddhe-
stitched documents can usually be opened flat
and persuaded to remain open at a certain page.

The smaller the format, the fewer pages you
can have before the fold gets the upper hand.
While a 48-page, A4 format, saddle-stitched
document may be persuaded to remain open. an
A5 format document of that size would want to
close. [Ask lsaac Newton if you want to know
whiy. |

For binding purposes, the pairs of pages have
to be printed in a certain order. The exact layout
of the pages depends on how many pages fit on
to the sheet, but the rule of thumb is that the
page numbers of "facing” pages always add up to
one mare page than there is in the document.

5o for a four-page document, page one and
four |=five| are a pair (page | being the cover),
and page two and three (=five| are a pair. If you
are providing your artwork (o the printers as
single pages, then let the printers worny about
this, but do ensure that your pagination [page
numbering| is correct 7

Keep in mind that saddle-stitched documents
have to be made up of multiples of four pages

bit o

You can't have a nine-page document saddle-
stitched, it would have to have three blank pages
o make it 1.2

Maost printers prefer to work in multiples of
eight, 5o think about this befare you design and
lay out your document,

Saddiestitched documents will also need
trimming down the non-stitched length, as the
pages in the centre will poke out further than
thase nearer the covers.

DESICN

Bear this in mind when designing your pages.
It depends on the thickness of the paper, but in a
b4-page |32-sheet| document the thim can be as
mich as Smm left and right with standard 80
gsm bond paper.

And that size - 64 pages — is about as big as
you can go with saddle-stitch without getting an
ughy bulge at the fold. You may be able to push it
to 96 pages [48 sheets) if the paper Sn't too
thick, but any bigger than this and you'll either
have to have the document stitched in sections
and use the cover to bind the sections (hardback

and remain open.

(omplete perfection

Perfect binding is the neatest method. It is how this magazine is bound. Single pages - or single sheets
of eight or 16 pages folded in a special way [called sections|, later sliced along the folds - are clampexd
tightly together and a thin layer of glue is applied along the spine.

Perfect binding costs a bit more than saddie-stitched, but the results are much neater, It is passible
i “break” the binding by folding the document back on itseff, in which case pages are liable to drop
out, but on the whole perfect binding is good for anything over 32-pages that doesn’t have to lie flat

d bind

books are normally bound in this way, it's not
cheap], or choose another method of binding.

Wire or plastic bending i very popular these
days. Many offices have a machine for banding
reports and so on in this way. Holes ane punched
along the left-hand edge of sheets and a wire or
plastic clasp is meshed into the holes. For
documents that need to lie flat, wire or plastic
binding is perfect.

The main dsadvantage, apart from the cost if
YOU LISE wire [even mare for plastic-coated wire],
is that documents bound in this way are not easy
to store because the binding i wider than the
puiblication

Also, packed on to a bookshelf, wire bindings
can get entwined. A solution to this problem i a
special type of cover which almost completely
covers the wires, but, because of the special
equipment needed, this is among the mast
expensive methods of binding.

Lastly, there are ring binders. Two or four
holes are punched down the left-hand side of
pages, and these are then threaded on to a
fitting in the ring binder

It is simple, but the ring binders themsehes
can be expensve. They don't get much cheaper
than about £2 each unless you buy in vast
quantities. But if your document needs to be
regularly updated, and/or needs to lie fat and
stay open, ring binders are the best solution.

The only disadvantage, apart from cost, 15 that
the pages can wear at the holes if the docurment
is used reguiarty. If you do choose ring binders,
choase ones that suit the size of the document -
there's nothing worse than having hatf-a-dozen
pages flapping about in a binder designed to
take hundreds.
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PRO-PUNTER 2 PLUS
DO YOU WANT TO INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF
WINNING ON THE HORSES? THEN LOOK NO FURTHER

Indzpandan! comparative reviews oondirm that Fro-Punter is
sl the performanie henchmars by which all oihers
ors judged

Thee best rocing software. .. avoilable, The
Rading Pest

Oificially provess he the ra

prast
and sther mogazings by sesding Z%T]
tirme o dote fronked leness by ‘L :’@H ter
Fost Offke mod, Fro-Purier hos ; (

CRRT P TIMNG
shirwm that if com predict winners J 2 EPI':-HS

Mlmhuhbmmuﬁ' Pro-Punter & ok cou- -
fiows with o maney. I it thinks there is amy doubl obeet the oulome of the roce,

it will ndvise you not 1o bed.

Thst WEW second genaretfion Pro-Puntes is weithen to professional stordards and &
imclive and sosy o vea. 1 fustures full edifing and review of roce dofn emered
el nlsa o unigee Jow-maimenance dotobese thot does nof need comtant updating
I addinn fo UK Features, Pro-Puster 2 contains unigee course, geing/doss editors
and will configers 1o metric weightsdistances, thus ohowing mng:

ing worldwide.

drder Hotline: 051-357 1275 i

Price Drdar Mo,

T R PR R TR T

This new product utilises the
best thermal ink available a

is suvitable most leading
inkjet/bublejet carfridges.

Each Kit contains a Step by
Sﬂla instruction lea et.h 4
Fillina Svyringe wit unt
ne-edlf? Ay

TURBO TOUCH JOYPAD
This is o radical new style of hond held controller. Just

pass your finger over the sensar — Mo more finger fatigue
or blisters. And thanks 1o better diogonal and circular
(360°) contral, the newest and mest challenging gomes
are easier to control and mare fun to play. The Turbe
Touch 340 brings a new dimension of control and
comfart to video gome play.

CIRD

Contents will fill most cartridges

Price Ordar M

10 OUT OF 10 MATHS (NUMBER)

Far children & to 16 yeers, This is  first rote set of gomes
suitable for @ wide ronge of oges and abilities. They cre
aducatianally worthwhile and exciting to ploy — o rore
combination. They are highly recommended for both
heme and school use.

Preduct Order N

OCTOBER

hwice or more.

10 OUT OF 10 ENGLISH
Far children & to 16 years. With its elaborate system of

eolour coded lavels of achievement and muliiple levels of
difficulty. This is & useful compilation of programs based
on the current Mational Curriculum fer English
Guaranteed to sustain the atiention of even the mas!
reluctant of leamners.

Educational
Software

Gives High Quality, Extra

Refined, Fﬁgh Density Black &

Colour Ink.

This product is safe, Clean and

Easy to use.

Available in both Black & - | === L L
Coiour. 1 25y Way 10 Ferl YOUS eRaply Carmidye

Prite Order Ne.

1994

DISC DIARY

Disc Diary - the smartest way fo carry up bo six 3.3"
flappy discs ot a packet money price.

Each case is made from tough semi-rigid pelypropylene
speciolly designed to pratect against cccidentol domage
whilst refaining the smart oppearance of a wallet ar
pocket diary. A perfect proctical gift not yet ovailoble in
ratoil outlets. Available in black er grey.

Cirder Mo
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COMPLETEME

If you've missed any of these issues, now's your chance to put things right, by either buymg an
individual issue or a full six months' worth. But hurry - stocks are limited!

NOVEMBER

DTP round-up of the best OTP packages avadlable, Survival guide to Money saving guide for new Amiga users, Word Processor round-
SIMMz, ZIPs and DRAMs. Reviews of Essence 2, Picasso 2, Hama nT_:J Rul:.hiuf::ansinn rﬂuﬂd-u?: cunvival quide ;-n 1Inppiesuu

20 and MiolGen Pea: FIVER S encyciapBedta DRI IMCH i OM 2 DISKS: Take Two animation editor VALLIED at £80,

ON 2 DISKS: Quarterback Toots, Harmoni Midi Sequencer VALLIED at £70 Fusion Paint VALUED at £30

Modelling Madness, the ultimate guide to all things thrae
dimensional. Sequencer round-up. Survivil guide f0 SCanners
E-mail for the massas, FREE 16 page CO32 supplement
ON 2 DISKS: AMOS 30, Batdog, Stickil, ARgach
Virus Checker and Akako-AGA

JANUARY

-
Wirtual reality = the new frontiers, Samulgm-ﬁur'u'wﬁl -]a;h:le. Floapy Arnigas in the movies. Round-up I‘f sound samplers and fight A look hehind Babylon 5, PC and Mac amulation i;'lntl a survial guide
round-up, AC awards, Montage 24, Show report, Database round-up simulators. Reviews af Wsavetuul_s, 1"&";'- PE“l“ﬂ vB.0, Star 54144, g5 monitars. Reviews of Vidi Amiga 24 RT, Humanoids, BJG00 and
Paint package round-up. FREE 64 PAGE BOOK: All about the A1200 TrapFax, Syndesis and Spectrum 28 filel
O 2 DESKS: Design Works VALUIED a1 €50, Vidi Amiga (12) AT Software ON 2 DISKS: The Publisher and MRBackup Professianal VALUED at £40. ON DISK: JeGraph
The future of computer pamas explored, What will they look lke in Can Commiodon survhe and lake the Amiga forward. We look 2 he Amiga The information highway and where the Amiga Tis in. is e Sapes-

highway just a bat of typa? Plus: reviews of Final Wiriss 2, Detees

Suns 5, Studio '|E latest sampling sui?wu!
0N 2 DISKS: K-Spread 2 full commercial spreadshest
phus Vi Chacker 634 and Sysinia

markst x5 2 whole. Pies: reviews of TBC Phus, Wordweeth 3.0, Multiframe.

Videostage Pro, and the AGE marketing iniiative.
0N 2 DISKS: Personal Fonts Maker for craating vour own custom foants, Legacy of

Sorasd complete playable level, and Epach Master, a superk persona organiser.

1en years? Aso, reviews of Helm, Abax Mac emulator, A1230+

accelerator, Tocatta 16-bit sound card, and A4081 SCSI-H card

ON 2 DISKS: KindWords 3, a comphate wysiwyg word processor
with dictionary and thesaurus.

November 1993 + £ X
December 1993 + 2 x
Xmas Issue 1993 + 2 x 3.3° disk
January 1994 + 2 x 3.5° disk 29
Februany 1994 4+ 2 x 3.5° disk £3.25 97T
March 1994 + 3.5° disk £3.25 -Hir.
April 1994 + 2 x 3.5° disk £3.95

May 1984 + 2 x 3.5 disk
June 1994 + 2 x 3.5° disk £305 3
August 1994 + 3.5 disk £395 9
September 1994 + 2 x 3.5° disk £3.95 9778
Any B issues above £
Amiga Computing Binder

35 4509

How to survive and master the Internet. Plies: reviews of A1230
Turbao, ClariSSA the animator package. the Tabby graphics tatiet
and Liana.

ON 2 DISKS: Davpac w2 plus demo of 10 out of 10°s Franch Tutor

An exclusive preview of the new stand-alone Lightwave PAL. plus
all its essential add-ons. A first look at PageStream 3.0 Retina 11,
MainActor and a DIY guide to building a home studia.

ON 2 DISKS: Scroller 2, a complete commercial video titling system
worth B80.

All prices include VAT

TEL: 051-357 1275




(o

B @ =

F'FIEMI%R

v ] |

Power arc known as marke leaders for being a step
ahead of the rest and manuficmring innovative
products for our customers. Now we have the
pleasure of introducing the ultimare multimedia

service for Corporate and Business users.

You've heard how the Amiga has made eebevision
programmes possible such as Star Trek-The Next
Generation, Babylon 5, Seaquest DSV, even the
wire frame moedelling for Jurasic Park was creared
on the Amiga. Bur how do you find out how w0
rralee the Amiga work for you?

Premier Yision services

Monthly events on Digital Television, Multi-
miediz, Audio & Music production, are designed w
show how the Amiga is used for specific

applicatons.
We can design and inszall complete systens.

One @ oné, of one 1o owo training for specific
applications or software products.

Official Scala Troining Centre

We create complete custom Mubti-Media systems
for point of information, peint of sale, training and
edugation, including CD-ROM mastering and
duplication,

Products
Personal Animation Recorder, Sunrise, ADSIG,

Warp Engines, Video Toaster, Peggy Plus Ml
Decoder, Lightwave 3D, Info Channel, Scala
Multi-Mecdia and Bars & Pipes Professional

2st Century

CIC Video
Granada TV
Marinnal Truse
Biritish s

Shell

Ministry of Deferce

For information please call
071 721 7050

(Copnds arr sold sulsiecr fo owr Lred eveens ivad ol

afate amid are avatilebie o requent. Speeifications amd

Increase yoisr Amiga S00/2000 chip RAM o a
rotal of 2MB. MegaChip does this by wsing its own
IMB of RAM and drawing cxtra memory from
any other RAM you have installed in your Amiga.
No soldering is required,

MegaChip RAM ......conrrconnr 2159
MEMORY EXPANSION

We manufacture 3 vast rnge of memory cards
for the Amiga 500, 500+, 600, 1200, 1500, 2000,
3000 and 4000, Please relephone us for prices and
avaikabilicy.

TEMPLANT MAC EMULATOR.

This Macintosh emulation board boasts 10
many features to list #ll of them, for further details
please contace Power. Some af the feamures include
full cobour support, stereo sound, hard drive support,
Mac BOOK and Mac/IBM 1.44MB support,
Appletalk, SCSI devices, printers, scanners and
CD-ROM erc.

Bt it 2T 99D
Basic + Appletalk..........c.....£329.95
Basic + SCSI Interface .......... £329.95
Basic + Appleralk/scst Interface £379.9 3

TOCTOGEN _SCTSI-2

SCSI1-2 board for the Amiga 2000 including
memory expansion capabilities of up to 8MB,

Ocrogen - B T EOISRR I o (o |

T CO-PROCESSOR .

All maths co-processors include crystals.
T SRRy 1.
BOMEE i D

Call for your requirements............EPOA

— o - —

Connecs up to seven SCS1 devices 1o your
Amiga. The DEB 4091 features: Full Zorro 101
implementation, fast SCSI-2 implementation,
direct memory access,

DKB 4091 o.oeorcrinansssessnnene B 29D

TWORKEENCH 2.1

Release 2.1 Enhancer, including 2.1 sofware

and User Guide manuals.

0t e e s R
ROM Sharer with 2.04 ROM ...........E99
2.04 ROM Chip 2 TN -

Replacement PSU for GVP HD & other HDYs
Replacement Power Supply Uni.......£39

SR =

re—,
. 25 j & H
r--_-.__...____T__:Brf =

¢
==

* Far 150072000/ 3000/4000
* Supports Mitsuma LU0 CD-ROM & FX00D

double speed CD-ROM drives

* Supports Syquest 3.5 drives
* Supporis [DE hard drives
* Play audio CD uriliry

>

Requires KickStart 2,04 and above
Includes cables, software and manual

Tandem CD-DE card ...ccconmenennsnnee 69
Tandem CD-DE A1200 caed.............E69
Tandem CD-DE & CD Drive _..... £229
Misuma CD-ROM Drive...ovevere 1 60

AUTO ROM SHARE

ROM Share .......coccnererrenenn £ 19,95
ROM Share including v2.04 ............ £50
ROM Share including vl i TS, =
ROM Share AGD0 c.cccreerrerresserionnec B 29
ROM Share AG00 v1.3 ..oconninirnmnenn B3 3

VGA Adaptor e Rl ) i

Produce 256 greysale images (on a AGA
machine), scan in 64 greyscales (non AGA Amiga
can only display 16), add colour m preyscale
images, special effects, new support for 18-bit scanner,
add texe oo scans. A1200/600 version available,

PowerScan 4 (Mono) coeecvceneeen B 11 9
PowerScan 4 inc. OCR cvcvrrrrrennn 2139
PowerScan 4 upgrade interface ..........£ 50
PowerScan 4 upgrade software.......... £20
OCR Full version ......cococesrsresersee SS9
“PowerScan is virtually flawless

Highly recommended” Amiga Forma

T EPSON SCANMERSI

The GT-6500 and GT-BO00 24-bir colour
flarbed scanners from Epson scan up to A4 in size,
with output resolutions of up to 1200DP] on the
GT-6500 and 1600DP] on che GT-B000 in 16.7
million colowrs, greyscale or fine are. The scanners
indude either PowerScan or Image FX scanning

software.

Epson GT-6500 PowerScan A S L
Epson GT-6500 Image FX...........£ 689
Epson GT-8000 PowerScan .......... £849
Epson GT-8000 [mage oo 2929

Document Feeder..........occoneennn ESPY

CDISK EXPANDER.

» Can add 50% to your hard drive capacity ar a stroke
* Fast compression and decompression

* Flexible and expandable 25 new compression

libraries are developed
Works with all drives, including SC3I, 1DE,
Floppdes, and even the RAM disk

* Reliable in rests - no daa corrupton

* Oince installed the program is transparent to the user
* Works on any Amiga and any Kickitars

Disk Expander ..ccoocsncericrmmmessrsssnse B D
Floppy Expander iComposs e on sl £9.95

CVIDECCEACKUPE

Use a VCR as backup. 200 Amiga floppy disks
fit on to a 4Hr mpe. Allows you to watch TV on
your 1084s monitoe,

Video Backup 5@t ccecnicririiseeee £ O
Video Backup Phono ...c....ccnseesrenre SO0

i e subject i chasge wishour matice, dmd alf trademariy are acknsuledped. AL Pouser Compiiting Ll produces come wih o Back o fase 1.2 ek




e

r

POWER COMPUTING LTD &

3000 Fax 0234 352 -
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ACEEX FAX MODEM

_FARGO PRIMERA

Fhe new 18-biteodour hand sganner pn‘u'.l o

stunning colours with darity and verve,

L AGA External Fax & Data modem Primera printer .. £E649 hrigh[ninf_‘ up those presentations. W ith
-"'l:l".‘!:F' Receive & send faxes in the |:hl..'L§:,IEH:-lu‘_f_ Pl'lﬂ-fl’!- I'L".1]IU§.I.' IJ'|'lt:!'.1Lil' klr PR i‘-l qq over 2"|I'I.LII[H] I.'-Z'lll'li.i.ri .1I'I-.{ .I1.".'.1I'I:i winning
eyscale Full Haynes AT command set supported Photo realistic refill kit (100 pranes) £250 i . e

: ; ;s : . G S AR PowerScan software, anything is possible!
CANTET, Supports class 1, 2 and 3 fax commands | |'l"5'[l’:' |T.‘|'||-'.\|Z‘!I.' rl.‘h” lCll: 125 prinits) £?9 -?5 -

bl Fax send & receive § colour ribbon (80 prines) . . . £38.95

119 |
139
£50
£20
£49

Auto dial & Auro answer
Supports error correction + detection
Leased line suppont

1||| i.lt"!l"‘- Ili' III.IIIIIaIIh h'u]]'j'l.:l.'ll

Aceex Modem v.32 bis .....ccoiinnnnss £169
Aceex Modem v.32 bis inc. TrapFax £199

3 colour ribbon (115 prines) . . £38.95
Monochrome ribbon (400 prins) £31.95
Primera paper (A4 200 sheets) . ... . .. £18
[-Shirt transfer paper (Ad 10 cheers) £17 .95
Primera & Studio DS software

Smudio software &5 orue 24-hir prineer driver)

SCSIJIPE PRIVES

Colowr and mono software

Full image manipulation

Up o 400001

256 Greyscale (AGA machine)
28-bit colour (AGA machine)

OLR optional extra i

mat S P .
@ . . ' We can supply SCSI or IDE 3.5%/2.5" hard - J
ngh ":"P':':'J' 040 Acceleration, upr drives [ many different sizes. Ine ||.||.|.|'|F‘ cahles and et
colour 128MB  of Memory. Fase SCSI-10 installation sofrware.
in Skt Controller, all of this expansion is on a single
i R BOMB IDE 2.5” Intemnal............... E 160
on the board thar installs into the CPU slor - PR
2 e ; 130MB IDE 2.5
n 16. NOT a Zorro 11 Slod Sen ot S
L : . 170MB IDE 2.5
ANMNETS Very High Speed Local 040 Memory Bus s o
ek 260MB IDE 2.5 1
anning with full 040 burst access 17k z
R R . S520MB SCSIIDE
NCR s53C710 40MH:z SCS5I-2  Fast

Controller connecred directly vo the 040

32Bit 5C51 host bus DMA interface

399
589
349
729
399

200MB SCSIIDE...........ccccviininns £349

o SYGUEST DRIVES LN
3.5 IDE Inmernal .occoonviiiiiiionisns £499

'\.||||||-.1'.Ei||r_' burse to and from the RAM

£239

POWERSCAN COLOUR

Supports 10MB/s 5C5i Transters
Full DMA allows the CPL 1o seill have S0#

Processing Power while doing Transters

S IDE Exvernal . iiniinician: £579
R Ne Zorro 11l DMA Problems o [Il__'\:';j‘;'_" ‘ s :??
3 \.1- II.‘Ih. ! .5 . R IO S e
stroke Fully ."'u.'.ll:-L|:-|:'||-'.§_F|II:||!:lh]¢.' with l..-F'l:.I.II'I.'II ; ___I z < s & s
) : U 3.5" SCSI version available £POA
Aurtoboot capability for 551 Order Form
=]

F2Bit RAM I"'\.;T.lr!'\-illll | p oo 128MB

Uses Standard 72Pin SIMM Modules 600 = L e L gy R Ryl

1DE. Al Mixi F RAM Module Si 128MB Optical Internal
i ows EXINE O i avIDQ ke SiEes
% e 128MB Optical External ............... ETT9

Supports 4,8,16,32MB SIMM Modules
e . 128MB Optical Disk ........ocooreseeene £35

Mame
Adidress

Uses the Memory thar is installed on the Postoode

£l Controller 42000 | £129 BRI | SR .

I LT Amiga 4000 MotherBoard e e i E Tt:l,t:phl:l[l.l_' o SR R R E
ol ?;IPFWH I'JI';.L-". la:cs.q from Zorrolll X -BACKUP FRO é System Owned e ;
: evices to onboard Memor :
4 ; X-Backup Pro Hunbears designed by £ 29,95 P e S .
.95 A3000 Version supportss up w G4MB of a2 man . i s : -
: 32Bit h‘h‘lllur:.-' 3 P R O S L e e A AR -
ﬂ A3000 Engine will clock 16MHz Y SRS R R R :
¢ disks MotherBoards at 25MHz * lencloseachequePOfor £ .......... .
B s CreditCadWMNo. = . :
Warp Engine 28MHz........000. E799 . Exoiry D .

e R e . S—— - o BBl .

- Warp |'I'IE|II‘||{_‘ 40MHz......oonness £1199 M | i.'-'..r.“_‘.]"u. iii] FAC . .
=65 ! BT - 1 -

::ﬁn FESEEFAEEEREEEREEEEEREREEEE T

Midi Interface (new Midi chip) £19.95

Amiga 4000 only

[)._"_il:n_'::.' next day £5.00 2-3 days £2.50 Samurday £10.00 deliveries ane subpect to stock availak

guanenres Pricer are palid for the momnh of publicaron amiy & & (E '1.'.'I|'|r|.v. imciugde VAT, Power Comptrap Ll 554 Plexse make |_|'_;'|_|_'_;“- P I & o Power Compunng Lod .'i:' 15 3

" mongt



3 Steps to
Frame Grabbing

Frame grabbing couldn’t be simpler and more
satisfying and is probably the best function that you
can add to your Commodore AMIGA.

The Vidi AMIGA range has been developed to meet
this requirement at an affordable price and an
unequalled performance level. No matter what your

needs are, from hobbyist to professional, there is a
Vidi to fit the bill.

The Vidi AMIGA helps you place pictures within
publications, animate or just have fun with digitised
images. Connection couldn’t be quicker and simpler.
They’re designed to exploit your creativity and
imagination!

Vidi AMIGA 12

Excellent value 12-bit digitiser, captures colour HAM
pictures in less than 1 second. Delivers good quality
grabs from composite or S-Video sources. Minimum
recommended system: AS00 with 1MB RAM.

Only £99.95

Vidi AMIGA 12RT

A superb real time (fast scan) digitiser, grabs 24-bit
images in 1/50th of a second. Similar to the Vidi 12
but with many additional features and higher quality
output. Vidi 12RT can be upgraded to the Vidi 24RT.
Minimum recommended system: A1200 with 2MB
RAM.

Only £199

Vidi AMIGA 24RT

Identical to the Vidi 12RT but with more video RAM.
Can grab in formats up to 24-bit and produce full
overscan images in HiRes interlace. Professional
quality capture. Minimum recommended system:
A1200 with 2MB RAM.

Only £299

All Vidi digitisers have common built-in features such
as sequence editing and playback, essential for
animation and sophisticated image processing
software. All have composite and S-video inputs and
are fully AGA compatible.

ROMBO Productions Limited, The Vidi AMIGA range is available from your
2B Young Square, authorised reseller or from ROMBO.

I'ZOmbG Brucefield Industrial Park, For more information or to place your order phone
Livingston, Scotland. EH54 9BX. 0506 414631 or fax 0506 414634,




